
Customers' Corner 

"We mean what we say•.." 
"Guarantee" is a word that ii used rather loosely. To' 

A Si P, it means just one thing — you must be completely 
satisfied with any item you buy in our stores, or your money 
will be refunded promptly and cheerfully, without question! 

This is just one more safeguard to maintain the confi­
dence of our customers and the reputation for value we've 
built over 92 years of business. 

We invite you to see your A 8£ P manager if ever you're 
displeased with anything you buy, he's sure to set it right! 

CUSTOMER RELATIONS DEPT. 
A & P Food Stores 

420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

JWFRESHER! 
| | J | * C H 0 I C E OF 3 BLENDS! 
§%M*GROUND JUST RIGHT FOR YOU! 

1 § | * PRICED FOR REAL VALUE! 
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right idea. Whatever the reason, the resuiw m -lit i l th 
hour cancellation of airplane spotting in thousands of 
cities and villages all over the east have been particularly 
unfortunate in Potsdam. 

The village has lost its top civil defense officials, 
James T. Lahey, director, and Grant F. Cotton, chief of 
the Ground Observer Corps. Both resigned Friday in pro­
test over the government's action. 

The civilian defense organization has lost the good 
faith of more than 100 Potsdam residents who had volun­
teered for 'airplane spotting only to learn at the last min­
ute that they were evidently not needed. 

Here's how it all happened: 
For more than a year, the local observer post has 

been active in occasional weekend tests in which the Air 
Force sent planes over most of the eastern states to train 
obsrvers and to tryout the ground observer organization. 
A month ago, the post here was notified that it was ex­
pected to go on 24-hour, seven days a week duty on May 

.„ 17, last Saturday. 
During the test period, only about 30 observers out 

of the*80 who had signed up ever served. So it was neces­
s a r y to recruit vigorously to get enough volunteers for 
the fulltime schedule. 

Recruiting lagged. fMainy persons felt that the Unit­
ed States was not in sufficient danger to make the full-
time operation of spotting posts necessary. But finally 
toward the end of last week volunteers began to trickle 
in. It looked as if the local post could be manned for a 
week or more withoutt too much strain. 

And on Friday a telephone call cancelled the entire 
show. 

At this writing the only explanation local officials 
have received of the government's backing down on its 
plans has been a statement released Friday to the Associ­
ated Press. The cancellation, said the dispatch, was caus­
ed by civilian protests over the "sacrifices" they would 
have to make to man the posts all over the country. The 
situation will be restudied, the AP quoted an Air Force 
spokesman. 

The government's indecision has disgusted and dis­
illusioned a lot of willing volunteers in Potsdam—and 
probably in a thousand other villages. It has undermined 
Potsdam's small but willing civil defense force. This cry 
of "wolf" will make it even more difficult to recruit civil­
ian defense workers if an emergency arises. 

Rebuilding what has been destroyed by last week's 
fiasco must start with restoring the public's confidence in 
civil defense officials in Washington. Until then civil de­
fense in Potsdam and elsewhere will remain an expensive 
farce. 

Insurance Rates Zoom 
Next month automobile insurance rates are sched­

uled to go up an average of 20 percent acound the nation. 
This continues a steady postwar trend. 

The insurance companies blame the higher rates on 
several factors. Chief among them is the cost of settling 
property damage claims. Motorists appear to.be far more 
"claim conscious" than ever. Furthermore, the cost of 
automobile parts is up from 10 to 25 percent in the last 
half year or so. 

All this makes grim reading for the automobile 
owner. But just possibly it has its bright side. If acci­
dents are so costly, and this cost is reflecting itself con­
sistently in rising insurance rates, the time may come 
when the average motorist may decide that he can't af­
ford to have an accident. 

Then, at long last, he may decide to drive carefully, 
saving his life at the same time he saves his dollars. 

Letter to the Editor 
To The Editor: 

As a citizen of this village 
and a business man on the 
street for some years, I have 
noticed for several years the 
feathering; of loafers lined up 
along almost the entire front of 
the Potsdam Bank and Trust 
Company Building. There they 
have a lean-to and cuss and dis­
cuss the passers hy, passing de­
rogatory comments on the ladies 
especially, and even blocking a 
proper entrance to the bank. 
The sidewalk seems to be a good 
place upon which to expectorate, 

throw their stubs and leave u 
line of dirt. Surely the decent 
people passing to and fro in 
front of the hank are entitled to 
respect and free passage. If 
necessary to cater to these loaf­
ers, why not buy for them a 
parking lot, put in some easy 
chairs, add a few sun shades, in­
stall a radio and furnish ship 
style bouillon and crackers at 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. 

But in all seriousness let's 
have some relief. 

Yours truly, 
Citizen 

•e^*i 
& 
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±ng Back the Clock 

Year Ago 
May 21, 1951 

debate on several unre-
sues at a public hearing 

night, the Village 
' Trustees gained unani-
upport from affected 
• owners to proceed with 
rv sewer project on out-
,'"St. 

# ui * 

annual fund drive for the 
n Boys Club began Tues-
solicitors collected money 

club all over Potsdam. 
;.iUy has yet been made of 
its, according to Ray Wil-
i and Lowell Herron, co-
men. 

# * * 
J.pha Delta sorority of Pots. 

State Teachers College 
tied its mortgage in a cere-
|iy Tuesday night and gained 

possession of the house at 
Elm St. The sorority claims 

> be the first local fraternity 
or sorority* to rid itself of a 

' mortgage. 

Under Fire 

10 Years Ago 
May 20, 1942 

Attorney Edward E. Wright of 
Norwood has been appointed to 
the Board of Visitors of the 
Potsdam State Normal School, 
which on July first becomes a 
State Teachers College. Mr. 
Wright's appointment, which is 
for a term of seven years, was 
made at the State Board of Re­
gents meeting held in New York 
Friday. 

* * * 
The 20th Century Club held 

its annual meeting at the ladies' 
club room at the Civic Center, 
May 12, at which time Mrs. El­
mer J. Murphy was elected 
president to succeed Mrs. Pari 
West. 

* * * 
The schools appointed as gas­

oline rationing centers in the 
towns of Madrid, Potsdam, Par-
ishville, Hopkinton,, Colton, ,and 
Piercefield, issued 2,271 cards 
during Tuesday Wednesday and 
Thursday. Number of A cards 
issued were 884; B-l cards, 275; 
B-2 cards, 300; B-S cards, 254. 

. 25 Years Ago 
May 25, 1927 

Thursday, May 18, twenty-six 
of the local Presbyterian En-
deavorers held a picnic at Syl­
van Falls. The Endeavors were 
accompanied by Rev. W. J. 
Prout and A. R. Powers of 
Clarkson College. They arrived 
at the picnic grounds about 6:00. 
After having their supper they 
did some stunts; sang some 
songs and returned at 9:45. 

* * * 

At the Rialto Theatre: "The 
Sea Beast" with John Barry-
more, Dolores Costello, George 
O'Hara. Directed by Millard 
Webb.. From the story—"Moby 
Dick" by Herman Melville. "The 
Sea Beast" has been declared by 
reviewers in all parts of the 
coutry as one of the greatest 
pictures ever made. In addition 
to starring John Barrymoie it 
has made a star overnight of 
Dolores Costello. So sensational 
was the acting in this picture 
that Warner Brothers immedi­
ately signed her to a long-term 
contract. Advt. 

SO Years Ago 
May 21, 1902 

An exciting game between the 
Normals and the Techs occurred 
Wednesday afternoon, May 14th. 
It being institute week, the at­
tendance was unusually large 
and the enthusiasm on both sides 
was quite intense. The score: 

R. H. E. 
Normals 18 8 4 
Techs 11 8 9. 

* * >K 

Marsh Post No. 214 will meet 
at d.A.R. Hal! next Sunday 
morning at 10 o'clock sharp, and 
through the kind invitation of 
the pastor and congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church will 
unite with them in Divine serv­
ice at half past ten. 

* * * 

75 Years Ago 
May 24, 1877 

Lieut. General Sheridan pro­
poses to send an expedition to 
the scene of Gen. Custer's fight 
with Sitting Bull for the pur­
pose of removing the remains of 
the gallant bund who wcro mas­
sacred upon that occasion, and 
giving thcin proper military 
burial at such point as may be 
designated by the War Depart­
ment. 

The Big Lie in Russia— 
> 

Arts Used to Spread 
Propaganda in USSR 

FRIDAY. MAY 23 
Vega Chapter 98, Order of the Eastern Star, meets in the 
Masonic Temple, Elm St., at 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MAY 24 
Hospital' Guild holds i t s anriual luncheon at the Potsdam 
Club,at 12:30 p.m. . . 

• "1 - • • * V i j 

Pot&dam Country Club holds its opening party from! 9 
p.m. antil 1 a.m. 

SUNDAY, MAY 25 
First Church of Christ Scientist holds its dedication serv­
ices at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. in t h e church on Elm St. 

MONDAY, MAY 26 
Roy D. Graves Post 1194, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
meets in the VFW Clubhouse a t 8 p.m. 

« • * 
Potsdam Volunteer Fire Department meets in the fire sta­
tion a t 7:30 p.m. 

* # # ( 

Frank Barclay Post 74, American Legion and Auxiliary, 
meets in the legion rooms of the civic center a t 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 27 
Marsh Woman's Relief Corps 91 meets in the civic center 
at 2:30 p.m. 

• * • 
Potsdam Lions Club meets a t the Knotty Pine Lodge at 
6:30 p.m. 

* * * 
Potsdam B's Ho.ue Bureau uni t meets in. the civic center 
at 7:30 p.m. for a business meeting. 

• « • 
Potsdam High School presents its annual school exhibi­
tion at the high school starting at 7:30 p.m. 

* • * 
Knights of Columbus meets in the K of C clubhouse at 8 
p.m. 

• * • 
Excelsior Lodge 548, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
meets in IOOF hall, Market St . , at 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 -
Potsdam Rotary Club meets a t the Potsdam Club at 12:15 
p.m. 

• * t 
Potsdam Grange meets in the civic center a t 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, JUNE 2 
Village Board of Trustees meets in the board room of the 
civic center a t 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JUNE * 
Potsdam Lions Club meets a t the Knotty Pine Lodge at 
6:30 p.m. 
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary meets in K of C hall, 
Main St., at 8 p.m. 

# • • 
Union Rebekah Lodge 22 meets in the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows hall, Market St., at 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 
Potsdam Rotary Clubjneets in the Potsdam Club at 12:15 
p.m. 

* # * 
Nihanawate Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu­
tion, meets in the civic center at-3 p.m. 

# * # 
Woman's Society of Christian Service meets in the First 
Methodist Church at 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 5 
Racket River Lodge 213, Free and Accepted Masons, 
meets in the Masonic Temple at 7:45 p.m. 

MONDAY,JUNE 9 
Roy D. Graves Post 1194, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
meets in the VFW clubhouse, Main St., at 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11) 
Marsh Woman's Relief Corps 91 meets in the civic center 
at 2:30 p.m. 

IJN|WSLETTER. 
pScy i l f h V P H SMITH 

National Grange executive 
committee has called upon Con­
gress to eliminate price controls 
as part of the Defense Produc­
tion Act. Charging that the 
present shortage of potatoes is. 
the result of a price control pol­
icy which fails to recognize the 
importance of abundant produc­
tion as the surest way of main­
taining a reasonable price, the 
Committee said these measures 
retard production, create an eco­
nomic "squeeze on the farmer, 
destroy faith in the future, and 
feed the forces of inflation. 

"The nation's food supply is 
being seriously threatened by; 

the indecision, delays and frus­
trations of these controls", the 
committee said, "and are-affect­
ing the decisions farmers ~must 
make today which vwill determine 
the amount and kinds of food 
w e Will eat during the next three 

Farm production outlook points 
to an average start for crops, 
probably at drop of about 10 
percent in at-the-farm pricees 
from last year, production costs 
up five percent. . Net farm in­
come will probably decline some 
three percent at least, in spite 
of any boost farmers can make 
to produce more. Wage rakes, 
freight rates, machinery, ferti­
lizer and other supplies are all 
higher, and cannot be absorbed 
by a like increase in production. 
I t ' s predicted that farmers' pur­
chasing power, most important 
to all segments of the economy, 
will be the lowest since. 1941. 

Pomona Grange meetings sche­
duled for early June assume 
great importance this year to 
spark the final phases of the 
GOBR Memorial as, well as State 
Grange membership goals. Many 

Granges are finding that net 
gains are not too easy to make 
but are commendably sticking 
to the usual high qualifications 
for membership. Solid growth 
depends on careful selection, and 
there are an abundance of fine 
prospects in every community, 
most of whom are attracted by 
Grange's active and enthusiastic 

• leadership in civic and agricul­
tural affairs. 

by CHARLES B. SEIB 

Courier Washington Bureau 
Washington—There is no es­

cape from thought control for 
the propaganda-hounded Rus­
sian people. 

Although the Soviet Press and 
radio are the main tlay-to-day 
means of spreading the Commu­
nist fairy tale, the arts are also 
subverted to the Kremlin's pur­
pose of breeding hate toward 
the outside world and blind, un­
questioning loyalty to the Com­
munist cause. 

* The hierarchy of the Commu­
nist party in Russia is the uti-
matc critic of all artistic output 
—and it is a critic which must 
be pleased. There is a world of 
intellectual coercion behind this 
bland statement from the Sovi­
et Literary Monthly , 

"At every important stage in 
Soviet history, the party adopt­
ed fundamental decisions on 
questions of culture that chang­
ed its further progress and en­
abled writers and artists to 
avoid errors and deviation from 
the basic objectives of artistic 
reaction." 

Writers, painters, musicians, 
dancers all are assured that 
"the great Stalin. . . is the first 
and best friend of the Soviet ar­
tists, their sagacious teacher 
and counsellor" and that in his 
writings "workers' in all branch­
es of Soviet art find exhaustive 
answers to every question." 

A. Petrov, assistant director 
of the Gorky Institute of World 
Literature, explained ,that Sovi­
et literature "reflects the lofty 
ethics of the Soviet man" and 

the "richness and fullness of the 
Soviet man's spiritual life." In 
addition, he says,' the writers 
"are indefatigably unmasking 
the warmongers." 

In other words, the writers 
are complying in every way 

with the fairy tale 'tiint the 
Kremlin constantly dins into 
200 million Russian l people—»• 
"Stalin is good, Russia is para­
dise, and the free world, partic­
ularly the United States, is a 
degraded, unhappy place bent 
only on war and destruction." 

This "total propaganda" is 
hard on the Russian who is look­
ing for a little relaxation. If he 
picks up a current novel, he is 
likely to spend most of his read­
ing time helping the hero meet 
his production, quota! and re­
flecting on the glory of working 
for the Soviet. 

Thus, in the novel "Honour" by 
G, Bashirove, we find the hero, 
a collective farm official, think­
ing that even the cloud of dust-
around a girl as she works in 
the fields is "mysteriously beau­
tiful." The story goes on 

" 'How deftly she works, how 
swift,' he whispered to himself, 
watching her move rhythmically 
in that cloud. 

"Then his glance fell on Kar-
ligach. Supple and slender, the 
girl handled the rake as though 
it were a toy. . . 

"It was beautiful, passionate 
Work.1 Fatigue was forgotten 
and the inspired fervor of labor 
transfigured the faces of the 
girls. 

If an average Russian should 
seek escape in a travel book— 
"Italian Impressions" by P. 
Pavlcitko, for example — he 
would have to wade through 
pages of diatribe against the 
Vatican, criticism of the "deca­
dent" architecture of the Roman 
buildings, the testacy oyer the 
successes of Commuism in Italy. 

He would encounter all the 
propaganda cliches, including 
that well-worn one that Americ­
ans are debasing European cul­

ture with their money. Pnvleo-
ko reports to the Russians with 
an almost audible sneer that 
Italians hate U.S. aid and r\tl\M 
cule it by calling Coco-Colas an<T 
American cigarettes "Murshall 
plans." 

A Soviet literary gazette sur­
vey for 1952 shows that leading 
Russian authors have more of 
the same in store for the people 
this year. 

The gazette reports that "th(§ 
chief theme with which Soviet 
writers will deal in 1952 is the 
colossal constructive effort of 
the Soviet people." 

. Novels will be about the col­
lective farms, workers in the 
Estonian shale industry, the 
great dam and power projects, 
the "successful struggle against 
disease," and so on, B. Romiu. 
shov, a noted Russian play* 
wright,, promises: 

"One will not find a work in 
our multi-national literature, in 
any language of the fraternal 
peoples, that does not glorify 
the majesty and job of labor." 

The thought-controllers of 
Russia apply the "if at first you 
don't succeed, try, try again" 
philosophy to their captive auQ 
thors. 

Wfeen A. Fadeyev's novel, 
"Young Guard," was first pub­
lished in 1946 it got some 
praise, but the party critics said 
that it had "serious defects." 

Fadeyev "accepted the criti­
cism in the right spirit," as one 
Soviet writer put it, and re­
wrote his book almost complete* 
ly to comply with it. The new 
addition won considerable criti­
cal praise the other day, but it 
was "still not satisfactory" in 
all details, according to the par­
ty critics. 

Fadeyev is now being urged 
to make further "corrections" 
and put out still another edition. 

Sometimes the failure of t h ^ 
propaganda machine to function 
properly lends a touch of humor 
to its operations. 

The Soviet, Literary Gazette 
discovered recently, for exam­
ple, that a_ children's encyclo­
pedia published in 1913 was still. 

.being sold and used. 

prhe magazine, scandalized, 
reported that the encyclopedia* 
says "Tsar" Nikolai I 'loved hisP 
people very much,' that the Ital­
ian Marconi was the inventor of 
the winless, and that in the 
U.S.A. tnc Negroes were slaves 
for a long time, but that after 
the appearance of (Harriet) 
Becchcr's Stowc's book, "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin', the Civil War be­
gan as a result of which the 
Negroes received their free­
dom." + 

The Gazette also reported that 
one learned group in Russia 
spent five years trying to put 
together a more orthodox encly-
clopedia without success and 
that a new batch of experts are 
trying it now. 

There is no humor, however, 
in the picture of the Russian 
artist constantly being pressurO. 
ed to produce for the Kremlin, 
even when the pressure is sug­
ar-coated as was this paragraph 
broadcast on the Soviet home 
radio: 

"Our artists and architects 
are - still in debt to the people. 
They must make greater de­
mands on their work" and strain 
constantly for greater skill. 
Soviet literature and art hav* 
every chance of fruitful dcveli 
opment. The Soviet people afc 
confident that their writers and 
artists will achieve new creative 
triumphs and will produc* 
works of art worthy of the Sta­
lin epoch." 

< 

... Are YOU Voting This Year? 
"I have, all my life, urged ev­

ery eligible American to regis­
ter and vote, regardless of his 
political affiliation. In the midst 
of such complex domestic and 
world problems upon which 
every voter must render a ver­
dict, it is essential Hint the 
privilege of suffrage be exercis­
ed in onlor that the jMi.ple's will 
may be registered. 

"This is the only way in which 
the average American can par­
ticipate in government. They 
cannot all hold office or seek of­
fice, but they can determine who 
shall hold the offices created by 

JU 

._ J> 
law for their governn.eia and 
guidance. I have always Colt, 
and have frequently staled, that 
those who deliberately ignore or 
refuse to take part in elections 
have no real right to complain 
if the wrong men are elected. 

"I sincerely hope that the 
American people, in larger nunigL 
bcrs tiian ever before, will exe i» 
cisc this fundamental right, in 
order that our democracy may 
be more complete and our gov­
ernment constantly more repre­
sentative of the people's will." 

Alben W. Barkley, 
Vice-President of the United 
States. 
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