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Turning Back the Clock 

'LESS FOR YOU, T00V 
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Spotters Pass Test, 
But Need More Men 

Almost unnoticed in t he gay and colorful collegiate 
weekend celebration was Potsdanl 's f i r s t active drill in 
the current nat ional defense effort. In two-hour shifts, l t t 
volunteers manned t l i i air observation post on to|) of t h e 
Raymond St. f i l ter plan); dur ing the dayl ight hours on 
Sa turday and Sunday. 1'hey watched and listened for 
planes engaged in a tes t qf the airraid defenses of all t h e 
nor theas te rn s ta tes . 

The spot te rs did a boring job well. In spite of below 
; zero t empera tu res on Saturday and snow and an bbscur-
t ing overcast on Sunday they all turned ou t and stood t h e i r 

Watches. The accuracy of the i r observations will be check­
ed b y civilian and mil i tary author i t ies . 

These observers and others like them in more or less 
ru ra l vicinities may l iave felt t h a t . t h e y were extremely 
un impor t an t when coriipared to spot ters s tanding w a t c h 
in towns and cities r inging large population centers . 

But actual ly no stat ion is more impor tant t h a n 
another . A plane which gets th rough t h e N o r t h Country 
unsee, for example, is a l ready dangerously close to any of 
t he large industr ia l cities to t he south. 

The r i n g of pickets here in the no r th will probably 
be t he 'first to contact an enemy should th i s country be a t ­
tacked. They are vitally necessary. -

The g round observer corps needs more volunteers f o r 
th i s work. Al though there a re 100 Potsdam names on t n e 
list, Grant F. Cotton, chief observer, says he needs 200 
more persons willing to than the post. 

No plans have ye t been made for round-the-clock d u t y 
in t h e tower, but in the event of an emergency, i t will b e 
maintained continuously. Unti l t h a t t ime, most volunteers 
will be held in reserve. They will be used only in occasion­
al area-wide tests . 

Those, in the spot t ing post over t he weekend found 
t h a t the p resen t shack on top of the fi l ter p lan t is inade­
qua te for t h e job. The view of the horizon is blocked b y 
buildihgs. The noise of wa te r roar ing over the dam direc­
tly under t h e shack muffles t he sound of planes aloft. 

Both t h e s e difficulties will be erased when the post i s 
buil t on top of the* hospital . Author i t ies believe th is wil l 
be dttrie when the weather improves. t 

The weekend t e s t s mark t h e beginning of Po t sdam ' s 
act ive part icipat ion in the nat ional civilian defense move­
ment , i t ' s a good s t a r t . 

Soon, we hope, other local units of civilian defense 
will be set up. Volunteers should t u r n out for duty a s 
policemen a n d nurses ' aids with the same energy demon­
s t r a t ed by t h e airplane spot ters . 

Major Share of Civil Defense Rests 

On Ibcul Citizens,-Not Washington 
Scarcely a city char ter in t h e United Sta tes provides 

- for a hiuhicipal Depar tment . In the yea r s when America, 
was crea t ing i t s ins t ruments of local government, w a r 

; was the cbheern of the nation, wi th the s ta tes in a second­
a r y role. The cities were left out . 

New pa t t e rns of war have changed all tha t . Mass des-
| t rac t ion and area borilbing have made w a r local. 

Except for the warning service t h a t must be organiz­
ed oil a nat ional sqale and inter-city disaster relief a r ­
rangements t h e abili ty of any ci ty to g e t up off the f loor 
and fight back, must- res t upon i t s own citizens. 

Cbnipletion of t h e government 's bill for civil defense 
shows jus t how local i t is. Civil defense will require m o r e 
money from the cities and s ta tes , as well as t h e nat ion. 
And it will require the b l i s t e r ing and t ra i inng Of local de­
fense forces. 

As S t u a r t Symington said in Washington, we cannot 
p u t the defense of bur hofties in the hands of a '"broom­
stick a rmy of eager but untra ined volunteers mustered 
overnight ." The muster ing and t ra in ing have to be done 

• beforehand. 

In t he whole national civil defense picture there i s 
nothing more impor tant than filling up the local civil de-

' fense quotas and t ra in ing the volunteers. 
The civil defense bill makes clear, too, t h a t s ta tes a n d 

cit ies will be expected to finance about 46 percent of t h e 
$3 billion outlay. They are, required equally wi th the fed­
era l government the cost of special equipment to augmen t 
exis t ing firse, engineering and rescue srvices; they will 
p a y half t h e cost of bomb shel ters built for general use. 

These will be impor tan t added expenses t o cities a l ­
r eady hard-pressed to meet local budgets . These, too, Will 
bi te . But they are p a r t of the price tag on the atomic age . 

Marriage Is Here to Stay - Proof Found 

In Statistics, Experts Assure Everyone 
Sta t i s t ic ians tell us t the mar r i age r a t e for t h i s count ry 

will not r ise to any grea t extent . The reason: Too m a n y 
persons a l ready are marr ied. To show a n increase over t h e 
present mar r i age r a t e of 10 in every thousand of popula­
tion, a new supply of eligibles mus t be matured. 

The f igure exper ts tell u s t h a t bbr mar r ied population 
. s t ands a t a n all t ime high. Many reasons a r e advanced. 

One is t h a t men live longer t h a n they did and therefore 
provide fewer widows. The big reason, of course, was t h e 
war t ime boom. Our present venture into world policing 
could br ing another g rea t rush , but t h e scientists say i t 
cannot be a s g rea t or as prolonged a rush as occured when 
the World W a r s tar ted . This opinion annbuneed in t h e 
careful backhand language of t he scientist, is based "on 
the marked depletion of single then and women th rough­
out the count ry ." In other words, most of our singles go t 
marr ied. 

The ne t of it all seems to be t h a t the inst i tut ion of 
mar r i age is p re t ty well established. 

I Year Ago This Week 
FebHiary .1,6, 1950 

Chapin M. Collins and Milan 
Murphy; village trustees whose 
terms end this year, reported 
yesterday that they will be can­
didates to succeed themselves 
in the March 21 election. The 
action cniile as a Preliminary to 
the Republican village caucus, 
which is scheduled for Fob. 28 
at the Potsdam Civic Center. 

* * * 

W. Nye Smith was appointed 
by the Board of Supervisors 
this week to deal with the coal 
shortage in St. Lawrence Coun­
ty. 

Clarkson College's Student-
Board of Gouvernors has again 
pledged its support to the Com­
munity blood program, James 
H. Singer, student body piesi-
dent announced yesterday. 

& 1' V 

"It doesn't look as if we'll hit 
50 percent of our objective in 
the March of Dimes Campaign," 
Fred Guiliani, said this week 
before he began to collect the 
coin boxes late yesterday. 

Id Years Ago This Week 
February 12, 1941 

Nineteen men, comprising 
Potsdam's third group of train­
ees called for military service 
and replacements for the second 
group which left on Jan. 24, 
leave Potsdam today and to­
morrow. The third draft contin­
gent was sent to the Yates 
hotel induction center in Syra­
cuse, while the replacements go 
to the Albany court house for 
examination. 

' I ' V * 

Colorful and unique in every 
respect, the 11th annual Clark-
son-Normal three days' ice car­
nival was brought to a close 
Saturday evening with the 
crowning of King Gerry Ash-
croft arid fcjueen Phyllis Felleh-
dorf, followed by the excellent 
program, "The Ice Capers 'of" 
1941," by upwards of seventy 
skaters of the Minto Club of 
Ottawa; the same program, 
which was highly acclaimed by 
the several hundred persons 
who packed the Arena Friday 
evening, 

it tsars Agtt THIs week 
February 12, 1926 

A contest a t the village cau­
cus in the five station hall oh 
Friday evening of this week is 
assured through the announce­
ment yesterday that George C. 
Lewis will allow his name to go 
before the caucus for village 
president arid that Alleh M. 
Wheeler will be candidate for 
trustee. 

Mrs. Walter C. Sisson and 
Mrs. Rufus L. Sissoh Ji \ , were 
hostesses at a bridge party at 
the home of the former in Main 
Street Tuesday afternoon last 
week. There were nine tables. 
Prizes were won by Mrs. E. R. 
Safford Jr., and Mrs. W. G. 
Fielder. 

•An unusually large amount of 
ice is being taken from the 
Racket bete this winter, The ice 
is of good quality and thickness. 

58 Years Ago This Week 
February M, t«r>6 

An alarm of fire Monday 
brought out the department for 
a quick run to Main Street 
where Dr. Botsford's barn was 
pretty well gutted before the 
fh-e was extinguished. 

* * * 

The Potsdam Club gave a re­
ception at their home oh Elm 
Street Thursday evening. 

A large number gathered at 
the Tech last evening on the 
occasion of the Junior promen­
ade. The assembly hall was 
prettily decorated, dancing was 
indulged • in, and a delightful 
time enjoyed by 'all. 

75 Years Ago This Week 
February 1?, 187lS 

Editors Courier andt Freeman 
—The inhabitants of the former 
village of Ellsworth would say 
to our friends at home and 
abroad, that we have finally 
succeeded in getting the post 
office department to omit the 
"y" first placed upon the new 
name of the post nFfiee at Ells­
worth. We now have the name 
of Hannewa Falls. The orth­
ography of the Iroquois Indians 
name was Nl-ha-nee-wa-t'e, 
meaning noisy rjver. We oihit 
the first and last syllables, 
which give us the name of 
Hannewa Fulls, omitting the 
i,N in the first syllable, but the 
lost office added the extra "n" 

. o it is now Hannewa Falls. 
;. c. 
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Potsdam Preview 
(Each week the Courier and Freeman will print in this space 

notices of meetings and other occurrences of interest tb Potsdam 
residents. Organizations wishing to list an event should send in the 
name of the group and time and piace of meeting. The deadline for 
these items is Monday noon of each week.) 
„,. THURSDAY, FEB. 15 

Racket River Lodge 215, F r e e and Accepted Masons, 
meets a t 7:45 p.m. a t Masonic Temple, E l m St. 

* # a 
FRIDAY, FEB. 16 

Potsdam High School plays basketbal l aga ins t Canton in 
high school g y m a t 8 p.m. 

* * * 
SATURDAY, FEB. 17 

Potsdam State, t e a c h e r s 'Cdllege plays basketbal l aga ins t 
benesteb S ta te Teachers College in Clarkson gym a t 8 p.m. 

* # * 
Clarkson College p lays hockey aga ins t Hamil ton College > 
iri t h e Clarkson a r e n i dt 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEB. 19 
F rank Barclay Pos t 74 and auxi l iary meet in t h e Legion 
roorris, Potsdahi civic center ,a t 7:30 p.m. N 

* » # 
Village BOard Of Trus tees mee ts in Potsdahi Civic Center 
at 7 :30 p.m. 

* # » 
TUESDAY, FEB. 20 

Potsdarh Lidns Club meets a t t he Po tsdam Ciub, E l m St. 
6:30 p . m. 

W E D N E S D A Y , F E B . 21 

Clarkson College basketbal l t eam plays Univers i ty of 
Vermont in Tech g y m a t 8 p.m. 

* • » 
Potsdam Rota ry Club meets a t the Po tsdam Club, Elm St. 
at 12 : igp>m. 

* * * 
Meeting of St. Lawrence Coiinty American Legion Aux-
illarites held a t Albtyh .Hotel. Luncheon a t 12:15 p.m. 

v THURSDAY, FEB. 22 
Chamber of Commerce %meets for elections a t Arl ington 
Inn a t 8 p.m. Dinner, open to hdh-memtoers, precedes 
meeting. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 23 
Vega Chapter , Order of the E a s t e r n S ta r , meets a t 8 p.m. 
at Masonic Temple, E l m St. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 24 
Po tsdam S ta t e Teacher*. College plays basketbal l 
aga ins t New Pal tz S ta te Teachers College in Clarkson 
gym a t 2 p.m. 

* # # 
Clarkson College p lays hockey aga ins t Toronto a t Clark­
son arena , 8 'p.m. 

MONDAY, FEB. 26 
Roy D. Graves 1194, Veterans of Fore ign Wars , meets In 
VFW hall a t 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 27 
Marsh Women's Relief Cdrffe 91 mee ts for luncheon a t 
12:30 p.m. and meet ing a t 2 :30 p.m. in thte legion roohi, 
civic center. • 

* » « 
Knights of Columbus meets a t 8. p.m. in k Of C Hall, E lm 
St. 

* # # 
Union Rcbekah Lodge 22 meets a t 8 p.m. in IOOF Hall. 

* * # 
Potsdam Lions Club meets a t 6:30 p.m. a t t he Po tsdam 
Club. 

WEDNESDAY. FEB. 28 
Potsdam Rota ry Club meets a t the Po tsdam Club a t 12:15 
p.m. 

THURSDAY. MAR. 1 
Clarkson College plays basketbal l aga ins t St. Lawrence 
Universi ty in the Clarkson gVm a t 8 p .m. 

Racket River Lodge 213, F ree and Accepted Masons, 
meets in t he Masonic Temple, E l m St. a t 7:45 p.m. 

^ A N t f f r 
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Membership drive under the 
Goss Memorial plan seems to 
have sparked a large number of 
Granges into definite action, and 
there are probably a great many 
more we haven't heard about. 
Idea to keep in mirid is that the 
goal of 10 percent net increase 
must be met by the 31st of 
March to be counted in the sec­
ond quarter figures. This means 
that some Granges will have to 
do sonde tall hustling in the next 
six weeks. Another to bear in 
mind is that new members 
Should be Appropriately wel­
comed and properly schooled in 
ritualism, lecturer's work, com­
munity service And the three 
guid'epdsts as aft expression of 
what Grange stands for and 
should mean to tnehi. Only by 
fuily understanding our high 
ideals and principles for the ad­
vancement of the farm family 
and agricultural in general, will 
the new member become an old 
otie. Grange should be stressed 
as a way of life, not a quickie, 

lip-service organization. 
* * * 

Hjghway safety essay contest 
for 1951 has beten announced by 
State Lecturer Florence Pickett. 
Rules are similar tip former 
years, with state and national 
awards and cash pprizes. Sub­
ject this year'hi "Wtyat Kind of 
a Iiriver Do I Want t'd Be," and 
should be of 8$) words or less. 
Contest is open to Afty Sub­
ordinate Grange lnemllor not 
older than 18 years of age by 
.June 15, 1951, closing date. 
Winiiei- will have an ail-expense 
trip, with one pArent, to national 
sfessloiis at Atlantic City this 
coming November, phis $1Q(j 
Savings Bond. Three other nat­
ional cash prizes will be award­
ed, as well as three in each state. 
Also beat- in (nind that Silbbr-
dinate and State Lecturers send­
ing in a winner will be reward­
ed with a ?l(i0 Savings Bond. 
Worthwhile, so got busj. 

•r * * 

Regional conferences will wind 
up next week with visits by 
StAte Master Hehry Sherwood, 
StAte Secretary Harold Stanley 
Apd Juven|le Superintendent 
Mrs. Ruth Thc-w; In the west­
ern part of the state. Mark the 
dates in, your locality, and all 
interested plan to atteftd: Feb. 
19, tlie Rochester area at Web­
ster Grange Hall; Feb. 20, Ham­
burg Grange Hall; Feb. 21, 
Westflcld Grange Hall;- And Feb. 
22, Olean House in Olean. All 
meetings are in the evening, be­
ginning at 7:30 p. ra. 

Few Find Job Easy, 
But Some Can Relax 

(No. 4 in a scries on the New 
York State Goverhship.) 

by DAVib H. BEETLE 
Courier Albany Bureau 

Albany—Is being governor 6f 
New York hard work? 
Times-Writer Warren Moscow, 

comparing the job to the presi­
dency And to New York mAyor-
alty, called it "a sdft Snap"— 
and tlie whole executive menage 
shook with righteous indigna-
ttion. 

The claim is that if it ever 
were soft, it isn't now. Appar­
ently whether it's "hard" or 
"easy" depends in part on who 
you are .and. how you operate. 

Observers say that Smith 
handled the job as though it 
were a breeze. He arrived at the 
Capitol about 8i30, took off his 
coat, quickly got to the busi­
ness at hand, chatted longer 
than neceBsary with some of his 
friends, but ultimately got off 
early at times for an hour or 
two of indifferent golf. 

"Shiith could get more done 
in five minutes than Any other 
man in six months," says an 
Executive Depatmenl aide who 
lias seen half-a-dozen governors 
in action. 

Lehman found the job tough. 
Once he rented a house on lake 
George, staffed a "Summer of­
fice" with a couple of secretar­
ies, and prepared to commute 
from Albany for the season. 
Then came the milk strikes— 
imong other things. 

"I spent just one, night there," 
he told us. 

"The trouble with Lehman is 
that he wanted to please every 
one," a close friend of his says: 
"He never wanted to make a 
decision until he was sure he 
was right, And j guess he never 
did. All this takes time." 

# * * 
To be sure, the governor is re­

sponsible 12 months a year for 
running the state &pverriirie$t' 
—an almost billion dollar enter­
prise. If an epidemic sweeps a 
mental hospitAl, prisoners riot, 
deer die of starvation, the fish­
ing is poor on/the Esopus, An 
insurance company goes broke, 
the plumbing leaks iri a hous­
ing project, the CentrAl trains 
are late, or A cahAl lock BreAfes 
—it's all traeeAble in some way 
to the governor. 

The Dewey tradition is that 
you take care of these little de­
tails by appointing "able men" 
department heads, executive 
aides, and so on. They can carry 
oft under their own power. Ap­
parently the ideA works. At 
least, the governor has fre­
quently left the state without 
anything muqh collapsing. 
, In fact, he Ahce left briefly 
jJHj-lhir the So,.cA|ietJ 4'w-day 
bill signing period"—the guber­
natorial equivalent of a six-day 
bicycle race. 

Hi i{t * 

During these 30 days the Gov­
ernor has to make up his. mincl 
what lie is going to do with sev­
eral hundred bills—the unsigned 
accumulation left each Spring 
when the LegislAture adjounrs. 
If he were to romp off to Flor­
ida for 30 days they would all 
die—Aii'd with tltem woula die 
about 90 per ceh|; of the j ' o r k of 
the year's Legislative session. 

As you might gliosis, tne ap­
proach of this 30-day deadline 
usually finds him signing or 
vetoing {by tradition he does' 
one or the other) bills like mad 
As to the size of the task, it 
varies w(th the governors; The 
general idea is that the gover-. 
bor'S counsel builds up a fat file 
of facts on each hill and recom-
.niends what ought to he dope, 
Smith, though not a lawyer; 

sometimes was better than his 
own advisors. 

"Now this bill is a very com­
plex one," an aide ie supposed 
to have begun. "It amends . . ." 

"Nonsense," said Smitl^ 
"that's just a bill to amend the 
laws so a guy in thai, particular 
county can get around a zoning 
ordinance and build a gasoline 
station. It's a bad bill. Kill it." 

Lehnta —IvhO isn't a lawyer 
either — . sliked leaning too 
heavily on c msel. As governor, 
he felt that 1, was his.personal 
job to know What a bill Baid 
even if he had to untangle 
reams' of legal double-talk to 
find out. 

"Besides," as someone has 
pointed out, "hfe wAs' niostly 
sighing Republican bills!" 

In one way, the biltsigning 
job is gettiftg easier. In the old 
dAys a gdvernor lised to give 
the Legislature A general idea 
of what he wanted and stop 
there.' F. D. R. began tOBsing 

.them a few bills with the i's all 
dotted and the t's crossed. Dew­
ey reputedly does this al) the 
time. 

"He ought to know whether 
he wants to sign a bill or not; 
he wrote it," impatient lobby­
ist sometimes grumble. 

* * * 
Along with the bill signing, 

the three month Legislative ses­
sion itself keeps the governor 
stepping. ConstitutionAUy he 
has to give theih an annual mes­
sage And an annual' budget. 
Traditionally he's also the top 
policy maker and party spokes­
man. He meets with legislative 
leAders Weekly as the Jahuary-
to-Mareh session begins; daily 
as the pace quickens. 

The rest of the business isn't 
. especially seasonal. . 

\ through tke year he makes 
Pfrhaps as many os «00 ap-

polntments. These can ran the 
gamut from conservation com­
missioner to a member of the 
Board of Social Welfare, from 
an Interim county Judge in 
Chattaraugus to a whole set of 
State University trustees. On 
ntany appointments he consults 
his party's county chairman or 
district leaders: THen he has to 
figure out whetHer the party's 
grass roots are plugging i good 
WAri or trying to unload a 
lemon. . 

He is, of coijrse; responsible 
for enforcing the law. Mostly at 
penal code levels hfe sublets this 
task t- cdoiity district attor­
neys, i ' any of them fails, 
though, he's suppdsed tb super­
cede the Inbumofeftt by appoiitt-
ing some one else. 

He's titular neat! of the Ex­
ecutive DejSkrtment^A flock of 
11 otherwise c'dhiftissiohcr-less 
divisions: budget; the State 
Guard (he's its cbmmander-in-
chiefh iJurMsinfc Stfete Po­
lice, Parole,, Beverage Control, 
Housing, Ve&im' Affairs 
Safety Building Codes and Dis­
crimination. 

Atid tjieh, of couri'e, month in 
Ah'd Month But, fre breaks, 
ground, lAys corrtefBtbrifes, cuts 
highway ribbons,,gives .speeches 
(taking ca're hot to treat the 

gpeak lie can least send greet­
ings), extradites prisoners, and 
proclaims special 'Jweeks" or 
"'days'' |Flre Prevention.'Week 
or John EricfcsoK 6ky aw dltay 
but you hare- to steer blew .'of, 
commercials like tfonut'. pay) . 

Finally, on top of everything 

i of m £uie / lW.i t t tUaH/« 
$text l Art 1V\ SfcU} \ 

Grover Cleveland and the two Itoosevelts (above) got to the While 
House by way of Albany, as did Van Burcn. A fifth, Fillmore, lost 
the governorship, but won the presidency, 


