
Interviews Show Wide Opinion Range on Drafting Youths, 18 
by JOHN M. SCOTT 

"My sons wrote me that they 
feel it's just as much their duty 
to fight as it is the older ones.", 
said Mrs. Arthur Gretm, Colton 
housewife who has twin 18-year-
old sons in the service. Mrs. Green 
was one of the people interviewed 
along Market St. by the Courier 
and Freeman in an attempt to 
sound out public opinion on the 
question of drafting 10-year-olds 
for military service. 

Opinion was fairly evenly divid­
ed, although a slight majority 
seemed to feel that such a draft 
was unavoidable. 

Has Soldier Son 
Mrs. Green, who also has an 

older son in the service and a 
younger boy planning to enlist, 
said that as' long as her sons felt 
that way, she thought they had 
done the right thing by joining up. 
All three of Mrs. Green's sons en-
listed. She was rather dubious 

about drafting at that young age, 
however, 

Mrs. B. M. Riggs, Box 46, Pots­
dam, opposed the drafting of 18-
year-olds since she felt that a 
young man grew up so much dur­
ing his 18th year, he would make 
a better soldier at 19. 

Take Some Vets 
She also felt that veterans who 

had been in training, but had had 
very little active service should be 
drafted before 18-year-olds, al­

though she admitted it would be 
hard to sort out those veterans 
who should serve again. However, 
Mrs. Riggs expressed one univer­
sal opinion. "I wish there weren't 
any thaj; had to go.," she said. 

"It's going to be hard on their 
schooling, but I guess that 18-
year-olds will have to go," said 
E. S. Cornwall, a laboratory tech­
nician at Clarkson College. Al­
though he said he had not thought 
too much about the subject since 
it did not concern him personally, 

Mr. Cornwall pointed out that the 
Army needed to draft men while 
they were still young in order to 
have time to train them. 

Vet Says 'No' 
Fred C. Brittan, a bartender 

who served seven years in the 
Army, was rather hesitant when 
asked his opinion, but then decid­
ed, "My answer is no." 

On the other hand, Mrs. Theo­
dore Jebo, a housewife, was quite 
emphatic when she declared, 
"Why, yes, I think the 18-year-

olds should be drafted before mar­
ried men." Mr, Jebo, a finisher 
for the Racquette River Paper 
Company was inclined to agree 
with his wife. 

Supports Draft 

Another supporter of the 18-
yoar-old draft was John Keenan 
of Watertown, a veteran who is 
attending Clarkson College. Mr. 
Keenan said that he thought no 
partiality should be shown to any 
age group, and that even veterans 

should be willing to serve again if 
necessary. However, he emphasiz­
ed that married men with children 
should be the last group to be 

r 

called. 
The question of the 18-yeai--old 

draft, started a lively discussion 
between Frann Gilmore and his 
friend, Fred Blake, both of 43% 
Market St. Mr. Gilmore, who will 
be 76 on Friday, said that he 
thought 18-year-olds were too 
young and shouldn't have to go 

into the service. Mr. Blake w„« 
even more emphatic. "There 
shouldn't be any boy go at any 
age," he said. 

"Now, Fred," said Mr. Gilmore, 
who had four sons in the service 
and now has four grandsons, all 
about 18, "how are we going to 
get men to do the job then?" 

Friend Agrees 
Finally Mr. Gilmore got his 

friend to agree that the draft was 
necessary, but the 18-year-olds 

(Please turn to page 8) 
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For the 

ROAD 

By TOM DOLAN 

This week we are going to do 
without the column usually found 
here to reprint an editorial from 
the Tuesday issue of the Ogdens-
burg Journal. 

We feel that this editorial is 
food for some very serious think­
ing. It is a decent, hard-hitting, 
honest job of reporting. It tells us 
what we all know—that these are 
pretty poor times to be playing 
politics. It also tells us that today 
is the day to wake up—not to­
morrow. 

SO THIS IS UNITY 
There is somehing almost vic­

ious in the crude, blunt way the 
Truman Administration is going 
aGimt the job of selecting person­
nel for the new defense agencies. 
Reports from Washington say 
that the Economic Stabilization 
Agency, which will hire between 
50,000 and BOjOOO hew workers 
w'll :>;et its pepole almost entirely 
from the ranks of the Democratic 
Pi l'ty. Republicans apparently are 
taboo. 

Don't misunderstand us. We are 
not steamed up because the loyal 
party followers are going to 
climb aboard the gravy train. We 
would be equally upset if tiie sit­
uation were reversed and the Re-
publicaas were to parcel out JO-
60,000 vital jobs to none bat the|f 
own party members, i t 's the whole 
picture, not Just the ESA, about 
which we're concerned. 

We're up to our necks in a real, 
rugged emergency. We need the 
best of our country's talent put to 
the best possible uses. This is no 
pink tea party, not a social event 
wherein you cart snub- the fellow 
next door because you don't like 
the way he parts his hair. This is 
the World Series, Johnny and 
they'll pay off only on perform­
ances. 

And we think that all patriotic 
persons, regardless of pary, will 
gag at the idea of using the new­
ly created defense setup as a vast 
feeding trough with which to build 
up a political organization. We 
hope that it does not truly reflect 
the wishes of President Truman 
and other top Democrats. We hope 
even more strongly that they will 
repudiate the idea before irrepar­
able harm is done to the defense 
effort. 

They say now that one of the 
reasons Alan Valentine was fired 
was because he had the audacity 
to indicate he might hire a few 
Republicans. Shame on that man. 
Was he mad to think that any Re­
publican could do a decent job in 
the country's defense program? 
And last week retired Rear Ad­
miral John Hoover resigned as 
ESA chief enforcement officer. He 
said he could see no place for 
politics in an agency which affects 
the homes and jobs of every 
American. He's right, of course, 
but we're sorry that he resigned. 
If he felt that strongly, perhaps 
he should have stayed and fought 
his fight—despite the frustration 
he must have experienced. 

All the talk that's been going 
amond Washington—those plati­
tudes about "national unity" and 
"pbn-partisan policy" and "pulling 
together"— is all that lip service 
that stops abruptly at the political 
fence? The machine politicians 
can stand in front of their public 
and shout those • big flag-waving 
phrases to the skies; but behind 
the political curtain it's a nauseat­
ing proposition of pile-up-those-
votes, get-that-patronage-and-the 
devil-take-the-hindmost. In this 
case, if we're not careful, the hind­
most may turn out to be the whole 
animal. 

Farm Fire Kills 
Woman, Razes 
Parishville Home 

Parishville—Mrs. Mary Haight 
Aiken, about 40) wife of Albon 
Aiken, was killed yesterday after­
noon at about 4:15 p.m. when fire 
completely destroyed her home on 
the Allen Falls road in Parishville. 

Mrs. Aiken was alone when the 
blaze, the cause of which has not 
yet been determined, broke out. 
Volunteer fire men from Parish­
ville could save nothing in the 
farmhouse. 

Mrs. Aiken's husband was at 
work at Lake Ozonia when she 
was killed. Her daughter, Audrey, 
15, had not yet come home from 
Parishville Central School.. 

A son, Roger, is serving with 
the U. S. Navy in Newport, R. I. 
He has been contacted by the Red 
Cross and should return home to­
day 

Mrs. Aiken is survived by her 
mother, Mrs. Anna Haight, Par­
ishville, and a sister, Miss Malita 
Haight, Massena, 

The body was taken to the 
Hawley Funeral Home in Colton. 
Details of the funeral arrange­
ments were unobtainable last 
night. 

INITIATED 

Daniel Hurley, a son'of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen J. Hurley, Colton, 
was initiated into Psi Phi Frater­
nity at Potsdam State Teachers 
College. He is a freshman in the 
elementary department at the col­
lege. 
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To Aid Citizens 
D. H. Lizzette and II. W. La-

Roe, deputy collectors of in­
ternal revenue, will be in the 
village board room of the civic 
center on Mar. 1 and 2 to aid 
citizens in filling out their in­
come tax returns, William T. 
Hinman, town clerk, announced 
this week. 

FINED $50 

Chief Scans Sky 

Stanley LaPoint was fined $15 
and received a suspended sentence 
of 30 days from Police- Justice 
Thomas W. Perrin on Tuesday. 

LaPoint was arrested by village 
police on Monday, Feb. 5, on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. 

Merriman Named Zoning Head 
At Meeting with Board. Inspector 

Members of Potsdam's Zoning 
Board of Appeals and Building 
Inspector Howard M. Smith were 
briefed on their duties Monday 
night by Robert W. Powell, chair­
man of the planning committee 
which drew up the new zoning or­
dinance under which the new vil­
lage officers will operate. In a 
meeting with Mayor Harold A. 
Putnam and the villape trustees 
at the civic center, the appeals 
board also elected Charles Merri­
man to serve as chairman. Stuart 
A. Collins was named secretary. 

After Mr. Powell explained the 
duties of the board, members 
questioned him concerning specific 
applications of the ordinance 
which was studied for a year be­
fore its passage by the trustees in 
December. 

To Interpret Law 
The appeals board, which was 

charged by the trustees with in­
terpreting the zoning ordinance, 
includes Frank B. Corbett, Felix 
F. Shelly, and Louis Greenblatt. 

Next major task for the board 
of appeals and Mr. Smith will be 
the formulation of a building code 
for the village. Mr. Powell stated 
that a model code is being written 
by sate authorities and that the 
board should wait until it is pub­
lished before writing the local 
code. "It's almost hopeless' to 
write your own," Mr: Powell said. 

Codes Coming 
His remark was based on the 

experience of the planning com­
mission which used a model state 
zoning ordinance when drawing 
up the law for Potsdam. A model 
code for one-and' two-family 
dwelling places is due to appear 
this month, Mr. Powell said. 
Other books dealing with larger 
structures should appear soon, he 
believes. The Potsdam code, will 
not be written until these books 
appear. 

Mr. Powell outlined the proced­
ure to be followed under the or-
dinace by someone who wishes to 
build within the village limits. 
The prospective builder must first 
apply for a permit from the build­
ing inspector. I t will be granted if 
the inspector feels the structure 
is in compliance with the law. 

May Appeal 
Should the permit . be refused, 

the builder may appeal his case to 
the board of appeals. The board 
can grant the permit if it feels an 
exception may be made to the or­
dinance because of "undue hard­
ship" or other peculiar circum­
stances. Mr. Smith will be allowed 
to present his report on the 
matter before the board at the 
same time. 

If he is refused a permit by the 
board, the builder can appeal to 
the courts. 

Mr. Powell stressed that the 
board must be firm in its rulings, 
and should strictly follow the 
spirit of the ordinance. He termed 
the appeals board "the safety 

valve of the zoning ordinance." 
Questions Chairman 

Mr. Smith questioned the chair­
man of the planning group on 
various •technical points 6f the or­
dinance. In general, it" was agreed 
that any addition to a structure 
now standing which changes the 
structure's outline would need a 
permit' in the future. The erection 
or removal of a porch on a house 
was given as an example of the 
type of alteration which would 
require a permit. 

Trustee Milon Murphy pointed 
out the investigative aspects of 
the building inspector's job. He 
suggested that Mr. Smith and 
other member of the appeals 
board Should constantly watch for 
ordinance violations in future 
building in the village. 

At the conclusion of. ,the meet­
ing, the board of appeals voted to 
hold meetings the second Monday 
of eaeh month in the board room 
of the civic center. 

Soprano to Sing 
Camilla Williams, soprano star 

of the New York City Opera Com­
pany, will be the next attraction 
in the current series of community 
concerts. Miss Williams will sing 
in the Potsdam civic center audi-

—Courier Freeman Photo by Lowell Smith. 
Grant Cotton, chief observer, points out an object in the sky to Ken­
neth Sullivan from the aircraft spotting station on top of the filtration 
plant on Raymond St. 

Ice Carnival Ends with 'Frolics'; 
Trophies Awarded for Sculpture 

•The 21st annual Clarkson-Pots-
dam State Teachers College ice 
carnival ended Sunday night with 
"Foolish Frolics", an evening of 
tug-of-war, dog-sled and mock 
hockey contests between student 
teams. That afternoon the Minto 
skaters of Ottawa presented their 
final performance at the Clarkson 
arena, missing ice-thawing weath­
er by a day. 

Share Trophy 
Awards for the carnival events 

were made Saturday night at the 
carnival dance held in rhe civic 
center. Karma, Clark,son fratern­
ity, and Alpha Delta, PSTC soror­
ity, tied for the Ben Swartwout 
award for the best statue. Alpha 
will hold the trophy for the first 
half of the year and then it will 
go to Karma. 

The Swartwout trophy was dedi­
cated in 1942 to the memory of a 
Clarkson man who died while 
working on a class dance commit­
tee. Karma's winner consisted of 
a boy and girl silhouetted in front 
of a fireplace. Candles of ice were 
on the fireplace and wood illum­
inated to stimulate a burning fire. 
A pair of skiis leaned against the 

torium on Monday, Feb. 26 at 8:15 k fireplace. 
p. m. Alpha's statue was a silhouette 

of a wolf high on a hill top. OtheT 
little hills stressed the carnival 
theme, "'Winter Silhouettes." 

Sigma Honored 
Sigma Delta, Clarkson fratern­

ity, was awarded, the Community 
Ice Cream award for over-all par­
ticipation in the weekend events, 
while Alpha received the Lewis 
and Company trophy for over-all 
.participation by a women's group 
in the carnival events. 

The teachers college trophy for 
the best stunt prepared by a wo­
men's group went to Clionian sor­
ority, while Psi Phi, PSTC fra­
ternity, received the award for the 
best stunt by a men's group "at 
the teachers college. Delta Kappa 
received the trophy for the best 
men's statue at PSTC. Its entry 
was a hilhouette of trees behind a 
colored curtain. 

Skiers Race 
The carnival skiing events re­

ceived enthusiastic support this 
year at the new Clarkson ski hill 
development. John Stangeby, co-
chairman of the skiing committee 
with Norma Jean Lamb Tuesday 
announced the results of Satur­
day's competition. 

Royalty Sees Show 

Putnam, Dewey to Run; 
Kelly fNot a Candidate9 

16 Seek Planes 
From Local Post 
In Weekend Drill 

Aircraft spotters manned the 
post on top of the village filtra­
tion plant on Raymond St. during 
the daylight hours Saturday and 
Sunday, taking part in a test of 
the airraid defenses of the north­
eastern United States. Although 
results of the test have not been 
released by central authorities, 
Grant F. Cotton, chief observer in 
Potsdam, reported this week that 
his observers performed their 
duties well. 

The 16 men who stood dual two-
hour wjatches. on clear, sunny Sat­
urday' and snow-choked", "overcast 
Sunday were hampered by the 
post's location. Building's prevent 
an ample view on one side of the 
spotters' shack and the noise of 
water running over the dam di­
rectly below the post prevent 
those on duty from hearing ap­
proaching planes. 

The spotters charted the courses 
of sevei'al planes during the test. 
A group of planes reported by 
observers in several near-by vil­
lages was not seen in Potsdam. 
Mr. Cotton said. 

Commenting on the drill, James 
T. Lahey, local defense head, stat­
ed the planes not reported in Pots­
dam were extremely far from the 
post. The fact that they were pick­
ed up by posts in surrounding vil­
lages shows the protective net of 
alarm centers is working well, 
Mr. Lahey said. 

The inadequacies of the present 
Raymond St. location will be re­
moved when the,observing post is 
placed on the roof of Potsdam 
Hospital, Mr. Cotton said. He also 
stated that he had 100 persons 
registered for aircraft spotting, 
but he needs between 200 and 300 
more names to bring the post to 
full strength. 

State Commerce Head 
To Address Chamber 

J. Harold DeNike, director of 
the Division of Commerce and In­
dustry of the New York StateJJe-
partment of Commerce, will speak 
to members of the Potsdam Cham­
ber of Commerce on "Your State 
Department of Commerce" at the 
annual dinner meeting of the 
group on Thursday, Feb. 22, at 
the Arlington Inn. 

Mr. DeNike will make appro­
priate reference to special current 
efforts with respect to industrial 
mobilization. 

All interested businessmen in 
the community are invited to at­
tend the dinner. A closed meeting 
for members at which officers for 
the year will be elected, will begin 
at 8 p.m. 

—Courier Freeman Photo by Lowell Smith. 
The Kings and Queen of Ice Carnival shiver undes blankets as they watch the figure skating Saturday 
night in the Clarkson arena. Pictured (from left to right) are Murray Beach, Joan Walker and George 
Kopchik. 

Lucky Farmers 
Winners in the first three 

weeks of the Courier and Free­
man's "Lucky Farmer" contest 
were Vernal Fenlong, Potsdam-
Hopkinton road, Wilber Bark-
ley, Norwood RD 2, and F. Cep-
hus LaClair, RD 1. 
All three identified the photo­

graph of their farms in this 
newspaper and received a fram­
ed print made from the news­
paper picture. 

To Fill in Mar. 20 Election 

Leaves One Vacancy on Board 
"I am not a candidate," stated Village Trustee George 

A. Kelly yesterday when questioned by the Courier and 
Freeman on whether he intended to run again for a post on 
the board of trustees. 

At the same time, Mayor Har­
old A. Putnam announced his in­
tention of seeking reelection; 
Trustee Sanford D. Dewey, whose 
two-year term is finished in 
March, said he thought he would 
again run for office as. a trustee. 

Authorities announced this week 
that the village Republican cau­
cus will be held Feb. 27 at 7:30 
p.m. in the auditorium of the 
civic center. The election will be 
held on Mar. 20. 

Mr. Kelly's withdrawal from 
the! race leaves one post to be fill­
ed'by the nominating caucus, ft is 
expected that Mayor Putnam and 
Mr. Dewey will again be on the 
nominated ballot. 

Answering rumors naming him 
a candidate for trustee, Felix F. 
Shelly, a candidate in 1950 and 
1949, told a reporter yesterday, 
"I have been approached, but I 
don't think I will run. Mr. Shelly 
is currently a member of the Zon­
ing Board of Appeals. 

No definite information could 
be obtained concerning other pos­
sible candidates for the office 
which Mr. Kelly is vacating. 

The three village officers 
whose terms expire this year were 
elected in 1949. Mayor Patnam 
succeeded William S. Remington 
in a three-way fight between Mi', 
Remington, Mr. Shelly and him­
self. Mr. Kelly succeeded himself 
in the 1949 election. 

Also to be named by voters is a 
librai'y trustee to replace Michdel 
Barnett, who intends to withdraw 
from candidacy. Mrs. Dwight 
Stevenson has announced she will 
run for the post. 

Police Justice Thomas W. Per­
rin has also indicated that he 
wishes to succeed himself, Hia 
term comes to an end this yedr. 

Auxiliary to Compile 

'Calendar' Monday 
Members of Frank Barclay Post 

74, American Legion Auxiliary, 
will compile a calendar of events 
occurring in February which have 
a bearing on the history of the 
United States at their meeting 
Monday evening at 7:30 p. m. in 
the «ivi.c center legipft rooms. Each 
member has been asked to contri­
bute an event and its date. 

Due to a change in plans, the 
county auxiliary meeting scheduled 
for today has been postponed un­
til Thursday, Feb. 22. Reserva­
tions for the luncheon to be served 
that day at the Albion Hotel 
should be mad with Mrs. Nora 
Hunter, Sanfordville. 

Edelberg Tells Rotary 
About Fur Business 

Mr. Sam Edelberg, Saranac Lake 
furrier, was the main speaker at 
this week's Rotary luncheon which 
was held yesterday noon at the 
Potsdam Club.| 

Mr. Edelberg, who has been a 
leading fur merchant for many 
years, traced the history of the 
fur business back to the days of 
the first settlers in this country. 

Describing the keen competition 
now found in the fur business, Mr. 
Edelberg stated that a rapidly 
changing market makes a furrier's 
trade quite risky "most of the 
time. 

Teachers College Music Groups Schedule 

2 Concerts; 1st Tonight, Another Feb. 21 
Two concerts have been sched­

uled by Potsdam State Teachers 
College. The first, by the sym­
phonic band and the college's 
men's glee club, will be in the col­
lege auditorium tonight at 8:15 
p. m. Francis Fox will be cornet 
soloist. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 21, the 
symphony orchestra will present 
its annual concert in the auditor­
ium at 8:15 p. m. Maurice Bari-
taud will conduct. 

The 70-piece band, directed by 
Harry I. Phillips, and the 35-voice 
glee club, directed by Richard Grif­
fith, will be making their first ap­
pearances this year. Both direc­
tors are members of the faculty of 
the Crane Department of Music. 

Francis Fox is also a member of 
the faculty. He studied at New 
York University for his bachelors 
and masters degrees, and taught 
at Settlement School in New York 
and at Great Neck High School 
previous to his appointment to 
the Teachers College in October, 
1950. Mr. Fox has appeared as 
soloist in a concert of collegiate 
singers on Nov. 9, and in a faculty 
recital Jan. 12. 

The band and glee club will tour 
upper New York State from Mar. 
11 through Mar. 16, presenting 
concerts in Watertown, Cape Vin­

cent, West Carthage, Lowville, 
Camden, Plattsburg, Johnstown 
and Schenectady. 

The program for the Potsdam 
concert is: 

Marcho Poco, Donald Moore; 
Chorale and Fuge, J. S. Bach— 
Abert, and Waltzes from "'Der 
Rosenkavalier," Richard Strauss, 
by the band. 

Brothers Sing On, Edward 
Grieg; Crucifixus from the " 8 
Minor Mass," J. S. Bach; Regina 
Coeli from "Cavalleria Rusticana," 
Pietro Mascagni, and A Benedicite, 
Robin Milford, by the Glee Club. 

Polka from "The Golden Age," 
Shostakovich; First Suite in Eb, 
Gustav Hoist; Stars in the Velvety 
Sky (Comet Solo), Herbert L. 
Clarke; Apres un Reve (Cornet 
Solo) Gabriel Faure, arr. Francis 
Fox, and Jericho, Rhapsody for 
Band, Morton Gould, by the band. 

On Wednesday,, the orchestra 
will play numbers, which are rep­
resentative of important phases of 
music from the 17th to the 20th 
century. 

The program: Prelude and Fu­
gue in d minor, Handel; Symphony 
No. 7, Haydn; Bienri, Wagner and 

I El Salon Mexico, Copeland. 


