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Boy Scouts Deserve 
Anniversary Praise 

Boy Scout Week, Feb. 6-12, marks the 41st anniver­
sary of the introduction of scouting to the youth of the 
United States. Although there are innumerable "weeks" 
celebrated more or less enthusiastically these days, the 
scout anniversary deserves more than casual notice, i 

In 41 years scouting has become an important part of 
the scene here in Potsdam as well as throughout the na­
tion. And the comradeship and high moral purposes for 
which the Boy Scout organization stands have reached 
into foreign lands, to bind boys of all languages, faiths 
and colors closer together. 

, :<!j..- Scouts have proved the i r worth in t imes of nat ional 
emergency. Dur ing t h e da rk days , of t he depression, 
scouts collected food a n d clothing for those in need. Dur­
ing the last war, they distributed war bonds and civilian 
defense literature; they collected aluminum, waste paper 
and rubber to bolster the war effort. 
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In time of peace groups of scouts have done good 
turns in all seasons. As individuals they have followed 
precepts of truthfulness, consideration and loyalty in 
relationships to their homes, their schools and their com­
munities. 

As the view of the future darkens, the ideals of 
scouting become more important. Upon today's scouts is 
the heavier burden of moral leadership forfuture peace. 

Boy Scouts, and those who have preserved the ideals 
of scouting in their adult lives, can carry these responsi­
bilities. 

To scouts, former scouts and those who believe in 
scouts, a happy birthday. May the future outshine a 
bright past. 

I Year Ago This Week 
February 9, 1950 

Buses may continue to stop 
at the J & G res taurant if they 
park in the alley beside it in­
stead of on Main St. At Mon­
day's meeting of the village 
liimrd, Charles 11. Cleveland, 
Grayhound traffic and operat­
ing superintendent suggested 
that Jaiuos Mitros and G. 
I'lanty lease the space between 
their property and the new 
theater as a parking area. 

* * * 

Fire did $6000 worth of dam­
ages a t the Seven-Up St. Law­
rence County Distributors plant, 
M. E. Coblentz, who heads the 
agency, estimated yesterday. 

He had just completed a sur­
vey of his losses in Potsdam's 
worst fire of the season. I t oc-
cured Friday night. 

Aiming to top its quota for 
the second straight time, the 
American Red Cross Blood-
mobile will make i t s fourth 
visit to Potsdam on Feb. 28. 

* * * 

The Racquette River Paper 
Company established a safety 
record when its employes com­
pleted 81 days and 228,000 man-
hours without a lost t ime record 
up to Feb. 0. The announcement 
that the previous 150,000 man-
hour recoi'd had been surpassed 
came from the afety committee 
last week. 

Classic Carnival is Set; But Weather ^TSJS^*9* 
jj Haunts Gay Collegiate Festivities 

Students with icy fingers have put the final touches 
on frigid works of art in front of fraternity and sorority 
houses. -The queen and her twin kings are nervously 
awaiting coronation. A multitude of committees are 
looking a t the weather reports, fearing a thaw or a rain­
storm which could wash but the festivities. 

Potsdam's winter production is set to go. 

The Potsdam State Teachers-Clarkson College Winter 
Carnival has long been a North Country classic. It 's al­
ways a good show. We welcome its gaiety and its youth­
ful cleverness back for another year. , 

We hope the carnival will get the impossible: cold 
weather—but not too cold; sunlit days and starry nights 
—but two inches of light powder snow to help the skiers. 

It's Dental Health Week for Children, 

But Can Parents Lead Them to Chair? 
The ever-moving calendar has brought us again to 

National Children's Dental Health Week. Observances are 
taking place in schools in Potsdam and throughout the 

• nation. The object is to make children more conscious of 
' the need for proper dental hygiene. 

For schools to teach pupils to brush their teeth after 
;' eating and to visit the dentist twice a year is a practical 
. educational endeavor. 

But can the schools ever outweigh the insidous influ­
ence of the pupils' parents, all of whom, undoubtedly have 
a morbid fear of the white-coated doctor and his collec­
tion of drills, immense pliers and anesthetic needles? Per­
haps the educational process should begin on the adult 
level. 

Letters-to the Editor 
Brighton, Mass. 
Feti. 1, 1951 

T o . t h e Ed i to r : 
WllSn r e g r e t I will have to 

cancel my subscription to your 
paper as my eyesight is get t ing 
weak. I hpve seen five gener­
at ions .read your paper. I am 
not sure, b u t i t might be six. 

I left PoUdam in 1885 and 
came to New England. Not long 
af te r that I Mtbscribed to the 
Courier and Freeman. I well 
remember when Danny Dona­
hue was the printers ' devil. I 
believe you were in the corner 
s to re of Marke t and Depot Sts. 
He would t a l k to me through a 
window on Depot St. 

I was with the Lennuy boys 
as a clerk, and went down to 
the French village and got or­
der* in that language and deliv-
ed them. 

In 1881 I came back to the 
s tore when they were in Main 
St. Tom Woods was there then. 

I well remember the saw mills 
on Raymond St. and Maple St . 
and1 the logs in the river both 
below and above the dam. Wen t 

swimming off the logs below the 
depot . . . . 

My last year in Potsdam was 
in a laundry on Depot St. op­
posite the old steam mill run by 
G. B, Bishop. Some of the men 
I came in contact with: Gen. 
Merrill, J. G. Maclntire, W. H. 
Henry, Truman Jones and even 
P. T. Barnum when his circus 
came in town, which was a great 
honor. 

I could toll you many things 
of the late 70's and early 80's. 

Respectfully yours, 
George W. Hayes. 

Brighton, Mass. 
Feb. 2, 1951 

To the Edi tor : 
A change of heart. My wife 

says take it another year. As 
she has helped me for 63 years 
and he r judgment has been of 
great help, so enclosed is a 
check for $2.50. 

This supercedes letter of Feb. 
1. Maybe you can see some­
thing of interest in it. If not 
destroy same. 

Yours truly, 
George W. Hayes. 

The Day's Stint: 

State's Chief Works; 
Get? Little Time Off 

-/H&-&S, 

February 5, 1941 
Potsdam Lions Club announc­

ed recently that i t had adopted 
the project to purchase a t a 
cost of $376 for Potsdam Hos- , 
pital, a new modern Humidi-
crib. The committee, headed by,' 
Deidrich Towne, Ray Williams, 
Edward Dona and J ames La-
hey, has investigated and deter­
mined that the Castle Humidi-
crib is given as the latest in in­
cubators for hospital use, and 
i t is expected this piece of fine 
equipment will be purchased 
within early weeks and installed 
for service a t the local hospital 
by spring. 

* * * 
Members of Potsdam and 

Canton town boards met a t Can­
ton Tuesday and considered the 
possibility of joint actum in the 
establishment of an a i rpor t be­
tween the two adjoining towns. 

25 Yean A$B This Wtek 
February 10, 1926 

The Albany correspondent of 
the Watertown Times sends his 
paper the following: 

Northern New York legisla­
tors ' were deeply interested in 
the report which reached here 
today tha t Congressman Bert-
rand H. Snell of Potsdam is be­
ing considered as a possible 
candidate for the gubernatorial 
nomination by Republican lead­
ers of the state and nation. 

* * * 
This section was in the grip 

of a cold snap Monday and 
Tuesday, thermometers stood 
as low as twenty-four below 
zero. While the mercury was 
not as low yesterday, a piercing 
wind made it seem about as 
cold. 

The Normal girls were again 
victorious when they deafeated 
the St. Mary's team of Ogdens-
burg in a fast game of basket­
ball with the score 17-5. 

50 Years Ago This Week 
February 6, 1901 

Sheriff Harder has sent out 
word tha t so long as there is 
any danger from small pox, no 
more t ramps will be received at 
the county jail. 

* * * 
The Directors of the People's 

Bank met for election of of­
ficers Thursday, the election 
resulting as follows: Pres . C. E. 
Kanford; Vice-Pres., F. L. 
Deweyj Cashier, F. M. Peck; 
Bookkeeper, F . L. Collins; Asst. 
Bookkeeper, W. H. Hand. 

+ V * 

Gen. E A Merri t t has gone to 
Now York to attend a meeting 
of the Loyal Legion. While 
there he will also part icipate in 
the festivities of the Normal 
Alumni banquet. 

Potsdam Preview 
(Each week the Courier and Freeman will print in this space 

notices of meetings and other occurrences of interest to Potsdam 
residents. Organizations wishing,to list an event should send in the 
name of the group and lime and place of meeting. The deadline for 
these items is Monday noon of each week.) 

THURSDAY, FEB. 8 
Clarkson-Potsdam State Teachers College Ice Carnival. 
Stunst night in the Clarkson arena at 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEB 9 
Vega Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star meets at the 
Masonic Temple, 8 p.m. 

* * * 
Stunt night in the Clarkson arena at 7:30 p.m. 

• # * » 

Student performance of the "Minto Follies" of the ice car­
nival at Clarkson arena "at 8 p.m. 

* * # 
.Potsdam High School plays GouverneiT in basketball at 
the.PHS gymnasium, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 10 
Potsdam Lions Club sponsors food sale at St. Lawrence 
Electrical Appliances, Inc. store, 38 Market St., a t 10 a.m. 

* * • 
"Minto Follies" at Clarkson arena at 8 p.m. 

* * * 
Clarkson plays Brockport in basketball a,t Clarksrn gym­
nasium, Pierrepont Ave., 2 p.m. 

* « * 
Potsdam State Teachers College plays basketball against 
Plattsburg at Clarkson gym at 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEB? 11 
"Minto Follies" at Clarkson arena at 3 p.m. 

». # » 
MONDAY, FEa 12 

Roy D. Graves Post 1194, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
meets at the post home, Main St., 8 p.m. 

* * # 
TUESDAY,. FEB. 13 

Knights of Columbus meets a t K of C home, Elm St., 8 
p.m. 

* * » 
Potsdam Lions Club meets at the Potsdam Club, Elm St. 
6:30 p.m. 

* * * 
Marsh Womens Relief Corps meets in the Legion room of 
the Potsdam Civic Center, 2:30 p.m. 

» * # 
Union Rebekah Lodge 22 meets at the Odd Fellows tem­
ple, Market St., 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14 
Potsdam Rotary Club meets a t the Potsdam Club, 12:15 
p.m. 

* * * 
Auxiliary of Roy D. Graves Post 1194, Veterans of For­
eign Wars meets at post home, Main St., 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 15 
Racket River Lodge 215, Free and Accepted Masons, 
meets at 7:45 p.m. at Masonic Temple, Elm St. 

* * # 
FRIDAY, FEB. 16 

Potsdam High School plays basketball against Canton in 
high school gym at 8 p.m. 

* * * 
SATURDAY, FEB. 17 

Potsdam State Teachers College plays basketball against 
Geneseo State Teachers College. 
Clarkson College plays hockey against Hamilton College » 
in the Clarkson arena at 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEB. 19 
Frank Barclay Post 74 and auxiliary meet in the Legion 
rooms, Potsdam civic center.at 7:30 p.m. 

* * • 
Village Board of Trustees meets in Potsdam Civic Center 
at 7:30 p.m. 

#<SPANGE-

SUTTER 
obt/E.PAVSQH SMITH 

Draft boards throughout this 
and other s ta tes have the re­
sponsibility of determining 
which young men shall be taken 
into the armed forces under 
Selective Service. They may 
defer any whom they deem 
"necessary" to the "national 
health, safety and interest". In 
a first of the year message to 
all local board members, Lewis 
B. Hershey, national selective 
service director, made this point 
plain, in view of the fact that 
many young men had been 
drafted who were filling vitally 
necessary jobs. The problem of 
farm help is get t ing increasing­
ly serious. Along with other 
"necessary" occupations, Draft 
Boards arc being asked to care­
fully examine all men of selec­
tive service a g e with this in 
mind. Also it should be pointed 
out tha t all young men who an­
ticipate being called should 
gather all facts to substantiate 
any claim to being essential. 

Grange, and we believe' this 
feeling is shared by other farm 
organizations, is not asking for 
preferential t reatment , but if 
food goals are to be met, many 
"irreplaceable" men will have 
to be deferred. 

* * * 
Tree planting project to be 

canned out by all members of 
Juvenile Granges in the state, is 
being announced by Mrs. Ruth 
Thew, state superintendent . Al­
though details will be sent by 
her to the Granges and there 
will be an article on the subject 
in the official Grange magazine, 
we can tell you that it will be' 
planned for a five-year period 
with from 75 to 100 acres plant­
ed each year. Land will be fur­
nished by the s ta te , in coopera­
tion with the Conservation De­
partment, and will be properly 
marked, adjacent to paved roads 
where the projects may be seen. 
Roughly, the land will lie west 
of the Adirondacks and Cat-
skills and in neither of those 
s ta te parks. 

* • ;= * 

Babcock memorial, in the 
form ofva permanent 'endow­
ment in the field of nutrition, 
has been created a t Cornell in 
tribute to the late H. Edward 
Babcock's devotion to the im­
provement of agriculture *and 
the nation's diet. About forty 
per cent of the half million dol- ' 
lar goul has been reached, and 
Henry Sherwood, Master of 
of New York Sta te Grange, as 
a member of the sponsoring 
committee, will be active in 
raising the required funds 
among farm people of the 
northeastern s ta tes . 

(No. 3 in a Series on the 
New York State Governship.) 

by DAVID H. B E E T L E 
Courier Albany Bureau 

Albany—What 's the job of 
governor like? 

Well, judging from the cur­
rent sample, you'd ge t up 
rather l a te - by dairy farmer 
standards, read the mo-rning 
papers, breakfast, and sweep 
several Modes down Eagle St. 
to the Capitol in a chauffeur-
driven black sedan. 

By now it would be about 
10:30. 

You'd spend the next hour 
reading the mail ; talking with 
your staff (personal secretary , ' 
press secretary, counsel, pa­
tronage-liaison man, and so on) 
about what 's doing. 

Perhaps you'd dictate a few 
letters (30 to 50 a day is p a r ) ; 
make a few phone calls (these 
may run as high as 50 a day; 
half o u t ) ; sign a few papers. 

Then a t 12:30 you'd probably 
get a first edition of the Albany 
Knickerbocker New* and a 
mansion-prepared lunch (salad, 
sandwich, fruit c u p ) . 

* « * 
About 1:30 you'd s t a r t a 

three-hour stint of appoint­
ments, disposing of commission­
ers, legislators, - politicians, old 
friends of the family, visiting 
firemen, influential VIP's—7all 
at the r a t e of one every 15 to 
30 minutes. 

The next hour and a half 
you'd probably finish dictat ing 
letters and go back to the man­
sion. The letters themselves— 
all neatly typed—would trail 
you by perhaps an hour and a 
half. You'd sign Jhem a t the 
mansion after dinner and off 
they would go to the postoffice. 

Then you'd be free to play 
chess, swim (FDR installed a 
pool), see a movie (the man­
sion has a bui l t - in- theater) , 
work on a speech or read docu­
ments. From a fa t briefcase 
you'd probably pull such things 
as a clemency brief, a repor t 
on highway construction, some 
extradition proceedings, or a 
monograph on soybean bread. 
And so to bed b y 11:30 or 12. 

AH this assumes i that you 
won' t have to dash off to your 

'New York hotel suite for a con­
ference, to Buffalo for a Lin­
coln Day dinner or to Oregon 
for a primary. It also assumes 
there's no crisis at hand—a hot 
fight in the Legislature, a 
wreck on the Long Island Rail­
road, a feed shortage in Gou-
yerneur, afuel famine in Uticn, 
or something else to which you 
deem it wise to give your t ime. 

Week-ends, with luck, you 
may be able to get off to Pawl­
ing to see how the cows a re 
coming. 

• ill * " *-. 

While this "l ife" fits the cur­
rent pat tern, it doesn't mean 
that different governors can ' t 
have different ideas about how 
to operate. 

Whitman and Miller, for ex­
ample, used to go back to the 
mansion for lunch, Smi th— 
more than most governors— 
used to have- biggish lunches 
brought in and played host to 
whoever had contrived to be 
around ait the r ight time. And, 
of coure, one's "Pawling" could 
be anywhere. With Smith and 
Lehman it was .more likely to 
be New York Ci ty; with L e h l 
man sometimes Westchester. 

Lehman, reputedly, got most 
of his news from the New York 
Times. Dewey runs •the journa l ­
istic gamut of eight New York 
and Albany papers ; sometimes 
takes mattesrs up personally 
with the correspondents i f he 
reads anything about Albany he 

doesn't like. 
In press conferences, when 

speaking "of the record," 
Dewey is informal and chatty; 
when speaking "on the record," 
wary and brief. 

II! * * 

Coping with t)he day's cor­
respondence can be something 
of a chore. The Governor's of­
fice usually likes to answer all 
communications, but when one 
bill brings in 100,000 letters 
there 's nc ' much to do except 
r u n up a '.vhite flag. Close-to-
home issues like Sunday base-
all or antivi . oction pack the 
mailbags. 

"One sincere letter showing 
thought and reflection means 
n w e than 50,000 3timuaited 
post cards ," Gov. Lehman told 
us. 

Smith, if he couldn't say 
what he wanted to in fou r or 
five short paragraphs, would 
call the person in. Whitman 

' rarely dictated letters. He told 
a secretary what he wanted to 
say and then signed it. 

When it comes to speeches, 
Dewey has most of his typed 
giant-tize and delivers them 
from a portable lactern which 
his aides take on the road. 
Whitman — maddeningly for 
newspaperman — would have 
everything writ ten up neatly in 
advance and then proceed to 
ramble a t will. 

Smith would jot down half a 
dozen notes on the back of an4 
envelope (notes which no one 
b u t he could r ead ) and then 
launch forth with an amazing 
command of facts but no spec­
ial inhibitions as to grammar. 

* * * 
As ito appointments, the leg­

end is t h a t most governors start 
o u t determined to see every­
one and begin to see fewer and 
fewer each year as the burden 
catches up with them. Present 
estimates ar-e t ha t of every 
several hundred persons who 
w a n t to ta lk with Dewey, about 
10 make the grade . Many, of 
course, g e t what they wan t at 
lower levels. 

Sulzer, who woi-ked with tho 
office door open and called the 
Executive Mansion "the peo­
ple 's house" was probably as 
easy to see as anyone in recent 
years . Smith got caught up by 
weekend open house sessions in 
t h e New York City Hall to 
which anyone could come. 
About 400 did each week— 
most of t hem intent on ge t t ing 
a pardon for someone. 

Lehman, also pre t ty approach­
able, loved to welcome school 
children. Much to the conster­
nation of his aides, he -would 
wonder a t large over the Cap­
itol s l ewing t h e m "the Flag 
Room" or " the Million Dollar 
S ta i rcase ." Dewey reached the 
height of affability wlun in an 
h o u r and a half he shook the 
hands of 600 farmers and 4-H 
Club members. He does no 
corridor wander ing; in fact, his 
t r i p to the Legislature t o de­
l iver the annual message is al­
most in t h e natirre of a parade. 

Upstaters are more likely to 
d r o p in than New York City 
folk—that is, no.t couting Left 
W i n g inspired "marchers ." The 
theory is that upstaters are 
handier, tha t being ra ther 
largely home -owners they are 
more tax-conscious, and that 
they are less likely to think of 
government in terms of " the 
mayor ." 

Almost annually there arrives 
a hopeful couple who thinks it 
would be nice to be married by 
the Governor. For this, he has 
an open-and-shut answer. He 
c a n ' t ! No one ever gave him 
t h a t power. 

(Next: A Soft Snap?") 

Turning a bill into law, as Governor Thomas E. Dewey IH doing above, 
is only one of the many daily duties of New York's chief executive, 
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