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- M 1 Aid Stymied:;
lutual Aid dtymied;
8US
me 8
5 Needs $500 Fund
:::3: What's happened to mutual aid? '
spl’ In September representatives of fire departments in

. Co! St. Lawrence County met in Potsdam and complet‘ed plans
Dr; for a mutial aid program for the county. Essentially the
Ge. program coordinated all firemen and apparatus in the

: ‘;\‘» county and provided machinery which can enable any de-

. q: partment which needs assistance in fighting a fire to call
})i, on other fire departments, It also proposed a standardized

’ training program for the county’s firemen.

, the Those who set up the plan inventoried all the equip-

. for aent in the area. They figured mileages between fire
Hi stations in order that a department would be able to call
it _ in aid from the nearest firehouse. They located a control

center in Canton which chiefs could call in an emergency.
da ' This center, in turn, would dispatch a supporting fire
;2( _ company.
Ni P As we commented editorially at this time, the plan is
Sho. a good one. And it is now complete: the paper work is
f*('); . timnished and the cooperating departments are ready to go.
B M ., . .
in’ Only one thing is holding up its adoption—a lack of
'i';' funds.

; ex:"' The mutual aid program needs $500 for minor ex-
s0! penses. The Canton center must have a telephone to whicen
on ail emergency calls for aid can be charged. A fire chief
he at a fire can bardly be expected to pump quarters into a
sH, pay phone when he needs to call the central station.

) “-:' The board which plans to administer the program also
,mf needs money for printing letters. As one of the origina-
p(; tors of the plan is this county said last week, *“ A letter on
pl plain paper with a-typed heading doesn’t make a group
w like this look like much.” Printing will certainly be nec-
aQ, essary for training firemen.
gi .
ac! The program’s board asked the Bodrd of Supervisors
tk . in mid-September for this money. But, so far, the super-
m " visors have not acted on the proposal. The appropriation

e 4
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.-+ is stalled in committee, according to reports. .

Stalled in board red tape, the request is not getting
this necessary form of fire protection for the people of
the county.

Although the mutual aid program is not primarily a
civilan detense measure, the wartime protection it offers
all villages and cities in St, Lawrence County is tremen-
dous. '

1t provides for orderly fouting of fire calls to any
section of the county.

IL makes the individual volunteer fire company, a
more efficient unit because the plan calls for standardiza-
tion of equipment and fire-fighting methods throughout
the area.

It turns the small, separate fire companies of the
county into a corordinated unit during an emergency.

Whether in peace or war these aspects of the mutual
aid plan make it invaluable. No other county in which the
plan has been proposed has refused to put up the money
for this work. We hope that St. Lawrence County will not
be the first.

The appropriation should be expedited, not only be-
cause of the threatening war, but also because as a peace-
time measure the mutual aid plan can save property and
lives.

The supervisors should act soon.

OUR DEMOCRACY—
THE FLYWHEEL

NEARLY EVERY ENGINK HAS A HEAVY WHEEL ON THE
DRIVE~SHAFT TO MAINTAIN MOMENTUM AND KEEP THE
FLOW OF POWER STEADY,

by Mat
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IN THE ECONOMICS OF OUR, NATION, THE “FLYWHEEL 1S
YHE SAVINGS OF THRIFTY PEOPLE -THE FUNDS THEY PUT ASIDE
IN LIFE INSURANCE AND SAVINGS ARE INVESTED 1O
KEEP /T RUNNING STEADILY.
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Turning Back the Clock

I Year Ago This Week

Iebruary 2 1950

Py

he Town Board granted a tax
excemption to Clarkson College
for five staff residences at the
board meeting yesterday. Re-
cieval of the village  property
‘rom the tax rolls follows lit-
pgation that had continued for
a long period.
* * £

DPussenger  service  curtail-
ment on the New York Central
Railroad has been a boon to
business, Harry Farham, super-
intendent of the St. Lawrence
division told the Potsdam Ro-
tary Club yesterday.

Tast  freight service gives
branch line communities like
Puotsdam an equal chance in at-
tracting and maintaining indus-
try with main line communites,
the railrvoad executive continu-
ed,

® % ok
Although unseasonable weath-
er threatens arrangements the
program schedule for the Twen-
tieth Clarkson-State Teachers
College Tee Carnival has been
made.

10 Years Ago This Week
January 29, 1941

The second annual meeting of
the Little Theater of Potsdam
was held in the Legion room of
the civic center Monday night
with over 60 of the organizatinn
present, In the chair was Harold
Kendall, retiring president.

* kX%

Announcement was received
last week of the appointment of
Associate Professor John L.
Stiles of this village of the
Clarkson College faculty, to a
position on the faculty of the
electrical engineering depart-
ment of the College of Engi-
neering in New York  Univer-
sity. '

)
LS * -

Within the p{\st two wecks
over 350 questionairs have been
mailed from the local draft
board, No, 412,

L
Potsdam high school loop men
gained a decisive 32-19 victory
over Norwood high at Norwood
last evening,.

25 Years Ago This Week
February 3, 1926

The municipal hoard of the
village is advertising for bids
for the construction of the filter
plant for the village authorized
at the election laat year.

x * %

A call has heen issued for the
annual Republican caucus of the
village which will be held in the
fire station hall Priday evening,
February 19th fo nominate a
slate of village officers to he -
voted on at the charter election
early in March. Candidates for
president, two trustees, collect-
or, assessor and library trustee

* will be named.

* ok %

Yesterdsy was  Candlemas
Day when the proverbial hear
is supposed to emerge and look
for his shadow. He could see it
in this section.

L * *

One of the worst storms of
the winter struck Northern
New York last Thursday, and
ranged with great fury for a
day. A rapidly dropping temper-
ature, snow and a blinding wind
combined to block roads and tie
up all traffic.

50 Years Ago This Vieek

January 30, 1901

WI'RE SORRY HARLLY

Mr. H. B. Isham, who had a
slight run of grip last week at
his home on Clinton  Street,
must have been interested to
read in Friday's Herald.

Harleigh Isham died last eve-
ning at six o'clock, having been
il enly since Saturday.

* * %

The fourth of the series of
dancing  parties  at firemen’s
hall  will be held on Thursday
evening, Musie will be furnished

by the Mozart orchestra,
* o« X
The weather Wednesday wus
all that would he wished for
and a large crowd gathered at

Heuvelton to see the races on
ice.

RAIN ON THE ROOF

Potsdam Preview

(Each week the Courier and Freeman will print in this space
notices of meetings and other occurrences of interest to«Potsdam
residents, Qrganizations wishing to list an event should send in the
name of the group and time and piace of meeting, The deadline for

these items is Monday noon of each week.)

THURSDAY, FEB. 1

dlarkson Invitational Hockey Tourna.nent at Clarkson

arena. Potsdam High School plays Massena af 5:30 p.m.=

Other games at 4 and 7:30 p.m.

* * *
Racket River Lodge 213, Free and Accepted Masons
-meets at 7:45 p.m,, Masonic Temple, Elm St.

Hospital Guild meets in women’s club room, Potsdam

FRIDAY, FEB. 2

Civie Center at 3 p.m. Dr. Robert Collins will speak.
* * *

Clarkson Invitational Hockey Tournament at Clarkson
arena. Games at 4, 5:30, 7 and 8:30.

SATURDAY, FEB. 3

“Night in Havana” party at*Potsdam Club.
. * *

.

Clarkson Invitational Tournament played at Clarkson
arena. Semi-final game at 10 a.m. Finals of class B at 3
p.m., class A at 8 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 5

Village board meets at the Potsdam Civic Center. 7:30

p.m.

* * *

Frank Baic.ay Post 74, American Legion and auxiliery
meet in the Legion rooms, Potsdam Civie Center, 7:30

p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB, 6

Szymon Goldberg, violinist, presents recital at Potsdam

Civic Center at 8:15; pro
ity Concert Association.

gram sponsored by the Commun-

Knights of Colv.nbus ;uxiliaﬁ'y meets at the K of C home,

Elm St., 8 p.m.

’ .
* L *

Potsdam Lions Ciub meet at the Potsdam Club, Elm St.,

6: 30 p.m.

Potsdam Higli School *plays*ba-sk;tball against Norwood-
Norfolk at high school gym at 8 p.m.
* * *

Clarkson plays Middlebur

8 p.m.

% * *

¥ in hockey, Clarkson arena at

Potsdam State Teachers College plays basketball against
Champlain in the Clarkson gym at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7

Womens Society of Christian Service meets in the Meth-

odist Church, Main St., 8 p.m.
* *

]
*

Potsdam Rotary Club meets at the Potsdam Clup, 12:15

p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 8

Clarkson-Potsdam State Teachers College Ice Carnival,
Stunt night in the Clarkson arena, at

FRIDAY, FEB 9

Vega Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star meets at the

Masonic Temple, 8 p.m.
*

*® *

Stunt night in the Clarkson arena at 7:30 p.m.
* ® *

Student performance of the “Minto Follies” of the ice car-

nival at Clarkson arena at & p.m.
* *

*

the PHS gymnasium, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 10

“Minto Follies” at Clarkson arena at 8 p.m.

-Potsdam High School plays Gouverneur in basketball at

Clarkson plays Brockp:)rt in“baskgtball at Clarkscu gym-
nasium, Pierrepont Ave., 8 nar.

T

. Cenfury farm families honor-
ed by the New York State Agri-
cultural Society’s 119th annual
meeting  lagt week vevealed
some interesting facts eoncern-
ing the history of this and other
early colonial states, Earliest of
the arrivals , in point of time,
was the ancestor from whose
line came John Murdock -of
Crown Point, better known for
the battles fought thiere, than
for its farms. Next, according to
the citations, camme those who
settled in what is now Ontario
county, near Phelps, and known
now as the Charies I'rederick
Vanderhoof farm. Practically
newcommers, in 1806, were the

Chileotts who came from Pen- -

nsylvania to found what is now

tthe Gordon B. Chilcott farm at.

East Hamburg in Erie county.

‘ The Order of Century Iarmers,

for which there is a long wait-
ing list, of which only three ave
chosen each year by the society,
is an thonorary  association,
whose qualifications for mem-
bership lie in the fact that for
at least a full century the farm
has been in the ownership and
management of one unbroken
family line; and that as a fam-
ily they g,ymboli'/.e those stand-
ards of integrity and leadership
which make for higher ideals of
farin citizenship and a worthier
countryside. '
*
Regional conferences for all
Grange masters,  secretaries,
juvenile- matrons or committees,
will resume next week, after
the break during the holidays
and new year. Those in eastern
New York who wish to attend
these important meetingé to dis-
cuss 1951 plans and programs,
. Schedule for next week includes
Kingston, Feb. 6 at Rosendale
Grange Hall; Hudson, Feb. 7,
Claverack Grange Hull; Albany,
Teb. 8, at Bethlechem Grange
Hall, 8 miles south of Albany
o Rte 9 W¢ and  Glens Falls,
Feh, 9, at Queenshury Public
School, State Master Henry D.
Sherwood, Harold M, Stanley,
state secretary, and Ruth B.
Thew, juvenile stperintendent,
will eonduct their respective de-
partments at each session.
* & ok
Farm prices Tor 1950 averaged
about five percent lower than
the vear hefore, according to a
federal state report issued by
the NYSDA&M.

N. Y. Governor Gets
Plush Office, Home

(The second in a series on the

New York Stiate Governship.)
by DAVID H. BEETLE
Courier' Albany Bureau -

Albany—If any one wants to
know what the Governor of Ver-
mont said to the Governor of
New York, there’s .one good

" answer,

In a joint press conference,
two or three years ago, he nb-
served that “the Governor of
New York has a better office.

i At this poini, a correspondent
reminded him that the Governor
of New York has mové taxpay-
ers,

%* * »

In any event, while Jie New
York Governor's accoutrements
and equipage are modest by
Hollywood standards, they’re
net exactly seamy either

To bhepin with, the governor
mets a $25,000 salary (the last
“raise,” a $15,000 one, eame in
1925).

He acquires an “Executive
Mansion.” Half-a-dozen blocks
from the Capitol, it’s an aging
red brick residence which the,
state bought in 1860 for $50,000.
To keep it going, pay the ser-
vants (14), and do neccessary
entertainment, he’s  allowed
$72,603.

At the “office,” he’s granted
a trifle under $400,000 to pay
for a staff of about 50 and to
cover everything from emboss-
ing proclamations to buying
papsr clips. Tncluded is $25,000
under the Moreland Act to in-
vestigate any state department
or division he wants to.

He gets the use of a late-
nmiodel limousine - porportioned
Plate No. 1 car, extra staff
cars, trooper escorts, a blue flag
with four stars anu « coat of
arms, an 18 man milihu'y staff
{mostly an inangural decora-
tion), and a 19-man salute,

On top of this, he's also al-
lowed some “help” in drawing
up a state budget. Currently
“the help” consists of B85 per-
sons and roughly Walf-a-million
dollars.

* * #
How things were when the
Revolutionary  War’s Hudson'

Valley ¢commander, George Clin-
Lon, stood on a upturned cask in
Kingston and took the oath of
office as the state’s Governor
. No. 1 isnt quite clear. Clinton
apparently spent some time
with his troops; put in some
more tagging an itinerant leg-

. islature around.

Apparently, though, early
governors operated on a rela-
tively modest scale. The Colon-
ialg, having but rvecently tossed
out George Il's executives, pro-
ceeded with caution. They set
up one “council” to do the gov-
ernor’s “appointing’; another to
do his “veto-ing.”” In 1820, they
were allowing him $1,100 a year
to hire a secretary and run the
office,
" As late as 1900 the Legisla-
ture figuved the governor eould
get by with $4,000 for a secre-
tavy, $11,600 for clerk hire,
7,000 for office supplies, $3000
to run the mansion, and $1,000
for conducmmg clemency hear-
ings.

In recent years, the trend has

. business
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ﬁeel\ markedly “up.” Lehman
was fairly skimpy, though. Once

he deleted a $25,000 repair item '

for the Executive Mansion and
the plaster subsequenily fell
during the annual state dinner
to the Court of Appeals.

' "

Avchitecturally, over the last
half contury, governors have
heen pre-empting Ddigger arc
bigger hes on the , State
Capitol’s s¢- nd floor. The or-
ipnal  “Gove sor's Office” has
been: variousiy -alled “the Rer
Room,” ‘the Covernor’s Room
or “the Executive Hearine
Room.” It is roughly of tennis
court proportions and has been
compared with Niagara Falls
snd Manhatten -Island as “a
tourist attraction.” From its
walls look down the painted
portraits of most of the gov-
ernors of a couple of non-gov-
ernors: Washington and LaFay-
ette,

The last to transact routine
seriously there was
Governor. Sulzer, who sat with
an Airdale, “Patsy,” under his
desk and two secretaries (one
uniformed; one plain clothes)
bn either side, Whitman increas-
ingly began to retreat to a
smaller office to the north.
Smith toak one look at the Red
Room, exclaimed that he “might
just as well work in Macy’s win-~
dow,” and vetreated almost
permantently. Others have fol-
lowed to practice.

Today governors use the big
room mostly {o meet vigiting
school children and to conduct
clemency hearings,

The real Governor’s Office is
a carpeted, air-conditioned re-
treat not much bigger than a
master bedroom, It is approach-
ed by the public*from the Cap-

Jdtol corridors via a row of sec-

retaries’ offices and outer of-
fices. It’s approached by the
governor via a private elevator
that physically - handicapped
F. D. R. installéd. This connects
with the building’s massive
porte-cochere, which prior to
F. D. R. had been reserved for
biennial inaugurations. Always

at hand .are State Police and
Capitol guards.
Stretching forth from the

Red Room on the west is a suite
for the governor's legal staff, in
recent years a fast growing
tentacle. Across the hall is space
for sub-secretaries and file
clerks. Down cellay is a dungeon
full of documents being mellow-
ed for eventual transfer to the
state library.

A youthful page hired hy
Governor Bulzer tells of heing
greeted personally by the “the
great man” and advised not to
take the job but, if possible, to
go back to school. Today a clerk
hired by “the Governor's Of-
fice” can work for weeks with-
out seeing any more of him than
would & state lifeguard at Mon-
tauk Point.

All ip all, the odds are thai
George Clinton, if he could re-
turn, would never recognize the
old place. ' ,

(Next: The Days Stint.)

The plushy “Red Room” is the governor’s official office, but in recent

years has been used only for clemency hearings and welcoming visit-

ing school ghildren.
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