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Impressive Hockey 
Clarkson's hockey team, which suffered a severe 

blow in its recent loss to St. Lawrence, showed on Sunday 
that it was not mortally injured. The squad recovered 
with enough zip to splatter a previously unbeaten Dart­
mouth six, 5-3 conquerer of St. Lawrence, by a decisive 
7-4 score. 

The Golden Knights trailed for most of the game, but 
kept within range of the Big Green. Then, with a late 
surge, Tech shattered the Indians' defenses. 

Potsdam was buzzing with praise for the Clarkson 
team after the game. We add our congratulations to the 
barrage. 

18 M S OF TORE 
Turning Back the Clock 

1 GENTLEMEN, BE SEATED! 

Good Roads Group 
Has Sound Proposal 

We reported some weeks ago the formation of a St. 
Lawrence County chapter of the New York Good Roads 
Association. We expected some worthwhile action from 

, , this group but have not had an opportunity to report a 
single thing. 

The main aim of the state organization at present is 
to make sure that all money paid by motorists for regis­
tration fees and motor fuel taxes on a permanent basis be 
allocated for road work. The first step in this campaign 
will be the presentation of the association's plan to the 

'. ; state legislature. 
The plan provides for a public referendum on the 

question. The association feels that its plan will benefit 
the public, but wishes to have concrete public support. 

When gasoline taxes were originally imposed in 1929 
it was clearly understood that the revenue was to be used 
for roads only. This provision was set aside by future leg­
islatures. Today the law says that only 37 M- percent of 

. ; motor fuel taxes shall be allocated to road construction 
and repair. 

However, fiscal laws enacted by one legislature can 
be ignored by another. Thus, if the provisions of the law 
had been observed the State Department of Public Works 

. couia have had $90 million with which to build and main-
: tain roads during the fiscal year ending Mar. 19. Actual­

ly, it had a mere $19 million. 

The only way this wide fluctuation can be stopped is 
by the enactment of a constitutional amendment. This 
alone will bind lawmakers to the use of funds collected 
from motorists for the benefit of motorists. 

We hope to see the county chapter of the association 
get to work and push its program It should have the sup­
port of every auto owner and driver. 

Congressional Procedure Requires 

Streamlining for Present-Day Action 
World events break fast these days, and our machin­

ery of government has to be geared to keep peace. 
The U. S. Congress is today the most important nation­

al legislature in the world. What is does is awaited anx­
iously in capitals everywhere. More than ever in history, 
it ought to be quickly and efficiently responsive to the 
needs of the times. 

No one expects an institution to be 100 percent effic-
;. ient when it is among other things a forum for debate. So 
'.'• long as men are moved to get to their feet and speak their 

piece, there will be costly delays in lawmaking. But it 
should be possible to keep debate within sensible limits 
and to get rid of outmoded, time-wasting techniques of 
procedure. 

Congress made good strides a few years back. It 
streamlined its committee structure in both houses, 
sharply cutting the number of committees. In some fields 
it provided for joint House-Senate hearings to save its 
own and government officials valuable time. It lumped all 
appropriations measures into a single omnibus bill to give 
the legislators a panoramic view of the nation's money 

-situation. I t hired more research experts to get better 
;:."guidance in drafting laws. 
:* Yet there's still a lot to do, according to the men 

;> who've studied the make-up of Congress closely. One of 
"*these, Robert Heller of Cleveland, whose ideas found their 

way into the mast recent reorganization law, thinks sev­
eral more changes are overdue. 

He recommends electric push-button voting, for one 
thing. Oral voting, especially in the 435-member House 
wastes many precious taxpayers' dollars. On just .quorum 
calls alone—checks to see If a legal minimum is present in 
the chamber—Heller figures the House last year wasted 
the equivalent of 32 full legislative days. 

"" Other valuable hours were frittered away because pre­
sent law compels Congress to act as a city council for 
Washington. Repeatedly, bills to give the capital home 
rule have been booked for political reasons. So the legisla­
tors consider vital foreign military aid one day, and li­
censing Washington barbers the next. 

Lax Senate rules on the extent of debate are also ex­
tremely wasteful. Heller estimates that in 1950 the Senate 
consumed & good two months in utterly pointless talk, for 
.the record or otherwise. 

He believes, furthermore, that more joint congress-
- -ional committees are needed to save the time of both the 

lawmakers and the top government men who have to 
come traipsing to Capitol Hill time after time to argue for 

: money or legislation. 
It goes without saying that time is money. But in this 

troublesome era, It is more than that. I t is safety and 
security and preparedness to meet grave peril. Wasteful 
practices in Congress are no longer merely inefficient and 
expensive. On occasion, they are downright dangerous. 

Without choking off reasonable debate, Congress 
should act to streamline further its structure and opera­
tions We need a legislature attuned to the hectic pace of 
1951 living. 

I Year Ago This Week 
January 20, 1950 

After more than four months 
of work the Village Planning 
Coniinifsion submitted its mas­
ter plan and zoning recomenda-
tion to the village board Sun­
day. The plan calls for rezon-
ing that will affect large areas 
of the community, widening and 
extending several streets, con­
struction of several parking 
areas and erection in the more 
distant future of another bridge 
across the Eacquette River. 

* * * 
Parishville—Dr. Max Thaler 

arrived today with his wife for 
a three-day visit. The medical 
practice of the late Dr. Duffy 
has been offered to the Europ­
ean physician. Before he leaves 
he is expected to decide defin­
itely whether he will return 
permanently. 

* * * 
In an expression of apprecia­

tion for services rendered some 
300 Clarkson students stood in 
the cold and staged a wild wel­
come for the Tech hockey team 
when the triumphant athletes 
returned to the arena last Sat­
urday. The services in question 
were, of course, the uphill 
struggle to beat Dartmouth, 
7-G, and the 5-0 rout of Army. 

10 rears Ago This Week 
January 22, 1941 

Several hundred persons are 
expected to attend a public din­
ned in the Albion hotel at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday in honor of the 
second group of draftees leav­
ing here Friday evening. 

* * * 
Potsdam Lions Club, at the 

weekly dinner Monday evening, 
adopted a project to purchase 
a new incubator at a cost of 
$375 for Potsdam hospital. The 
first benefit scheduled by the 
club to raise funds for this 
eqipment is a pre-lenten Wash*" 
ington's birthday dance, to be 
held at the civic center Friday 
evening Feb. 21. 

* si' S 

Speaking to members of the 
International Relations club at 
their banquet Saturday eve­
ning, Dr. O. C. Whitney, head of 
the history and economics de­
partment at the Potsdam . State 
Normal school for the past 12 
years, announced his intention 
of retiring at the end of the 
school year. 

25 Years Ago This Week 
January 27, 1926 

Showing much better form and 
skill than in the last two games, 
the Potsdam High School girls 
ran up a score of 13 to 2 in the 
first half against the Massena 
glrlR In the basketball game 
that they played in the Normal 
gymnasium Friday night. 

During the second half Mas­
sena made 11 points bringing 
the final total 13 to 19 in favor 
of the local girls. 

* * :;-. 
Nicholville — Sixteen young 

ladies and gentlemen members 
of the Methodist choir of St. 
Regis Falls came to Silas 
Bandy's Thursday evening for 
a straw ride accompanied by 
Nelson Raymond as driver and 
Mrs. E. E. Bandy and Mrs. M. 
Butler as chaparones. Some 
very nice selections were ren­
dered with Mr. E. E. Bandy at 
the organ the young men do­
ing themselves much credit. The 
young ladies served a sump­
tuous supper. St. Regis Falls 
may well be proud of their 
young people. 

* * * 
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Craig who 

left for Florida by auto recent­
ly were guests at the Mayflow­
er in Washington enroute. 

50 Years Ago This Week 
January 23, 1901 

Stetson's Uncle Tom's Cabin 
Co., the best known aggregation 
on the road, still presenting the 
old play, will be at the Potsdam 
Opera House next Saturday for 
a matinee and evening perform­
ance. The play is still just as 
popular as when first brought 
out and no company can give it 
quite like Stetson's. 

* * * 
A sleigh load of St. Lawrence 

University students drove over 
to Potsdam one evening last 
week to visit Miss Mable Strat-
ton. 

Mr. Hurt Muxfioid, who 1ms 
been an attendant at Point 
Airy,, is at home nursing a sore 
arm. He was bitten by a patient 
and blood poison followed. 

Governorship Leads 
Some to Washington) 
Others to Obscurity 

Thomas E. Dewey is beginning a term which—if he complete., 
it—will give him the second longest tenure as governor in New 
York State's long history. What's the job like? Is it hard or easy. 
What are the rewards? There follows the first of a series of five 
articles that give some of the answers. 

by DAVID B. BEETLE 

»>-«# ;****¥!«**;» i«>»<&k-—-=i 

Potsdam Preview 
(Each week the Courier and Freeman will print in this space 

notices of meetings and other occurrences of interest to Potsdam 
residents, Organizations wishing to list an event should send in the" 
name of the group and time and place of meeting. The deadline for 
these items is Monday noon of each week.) 

FRIDAY, JAN. 26 
Vega Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, meets at 8 p.m., 
Masonic Temple, Elm. St. 

# # * 
Potsdam High School plays Norwood-Norfolk in basket­
ball a t PH8 gymnasium, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 27 
Knights of Columbus womens auxiliary serves spaghetti 
supper at K of C home, Elm St., starting at 4:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 30 
Potsdam Lions Club meets a t the Potsdam Club, Elm St., 
6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31 
Potsdam Rotary Club meets at the Potsdam Club, Elm 
St., 12:15 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 1 
Racket River Lodge 213, Free and Accepted Masons 
meets at 7:45 p.m., Masonic Temple, Elm St. 

MONDAY, FEB. 5 
Village board meets at the Potsdam Civic Center, '7:30 
p.m. 

* * « 
Frank Barclay Post 74, American Legion and auxiliary 
meet in the Legion rooms, Potsdam Civic Center, 7:30 
p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 6 
Knights of Columbus auxiliary meets at the K of C home, 
Elm St., 8 p.m. 

# # # 
Potodam Lions Club meets a t the Potsdam Club, Elm St., 
6:80 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7 
Womens Society of Christian Service meets in the Meth­
odist Church, Main St., 8 p.m. 

# # # 
Potsdam Rotary Club meets at the Potsdam Club, 12:15 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 9 
Vega Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star meets at the 
Masonic Temple, 8 p.m. 

* * » 
Potsdam High School plays Gouverneur in basketball at 
the PHS gymnasium, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 1(1 
Clarkson plays Brockport in basketball at Clarkson gym­
nasium, Pierrepont Ave., 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEB. 12 
'Roy D. Graves Post 1194, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
meets at the post home, Main St., 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 13 
Knights of ColumbuB meets at K of C home, Elm St., 8 
p.m. 

# * # 
Potsdam Lions Club meets a t the Potsdam Club, Elm St. 
6:30 p.m. 

* » * 
Marsh Womens Relief Corps meets in the Legion room of 
the Pottsdam Civic Center, 2:30 p.m. 

» * * 
Union Rebekah Lodge 22 meets at the Odd Fellows tem­
ple, Market St., 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14 
Potsdam Rotary Club meets at tthe Potsdam Club, 12:15 
p.m. 

* # # 
Auxiliary of Roy D. Gr.lves Post 1194, Veterans of For­
eign Wars meets at post home, Main St., 8 p.m. 

oWMJE-
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Farm outlook for 1951 has, 
like so many other econoimic 
and political aspects, develop­
ed into a guessing game by the 
so-called experts. A lot of dou­
ble-talk is going on that is hard 
to sift for facts. In the Grange, 
where there is at least a defin­
ite program for action, it is 
probable that our vast state 
membership will hew to the line 
and do its part in the agricul­
tural requirements that will be 
needed. 

A couple of weeks ago we sat 
in on a panel discussion that 
was being broadcast coast-to-
coast, a panel made up of 
spokesmen and leaders in the 
field of agriculture, industry 
and labor. The feeling of sincer­
ity was real, and we came away 
more encouraged than we have 
been in many months, for whut 
was said there amounted to a 
pledge of muti'Sl cooperation 
that belied the confusion caused 
by some other public utterances 
we have heard in the past. Our 
country is tremendous, and giv­
en a real emergency—not a po­
litical one—we will be there 
with the needed production and 
strength. I t is time we rid our­
selves of the idea that some 
skulking bogey was going to 
catch us, and fuce the facts of 
life. 

State Master Henry Sherwood 
has passed along a story which 
we feel can have practical sig­
nificance to every community in 
New York, or the nation. In his 
rural home towh of Pine Plains, 
over in Dutchess county, a small 
child needed a quick blood 
transfusion of a rare type. 
There was no lack of volunteers, 
but it was only after the little 
girl very nearly passed away 
that the correct blood was found 
and she was saved. The local 

. Grange decided that if every­
one's blood was typed in ad­
vance, all that confusion could 
be avoided In future emergen­
cies. Throught this Orange's ef­
forts today there hangs in the 
local volunteer fire house a list 
of people in the community, 
with each blood type. This may 
well save a life, and if you were 

to adopt this idea in your city, 
town or hamlet, it may well 
save many lives. 

Courier Albany Bureau 

Albany—The New York gov­
ernor's office has been called a 
"vesibule to the White House." 
It also is "the pilot house" for 
New Yorks "ship of state." 

Whether the incumbent uses 
it mostly as "a vestibule" or as 
"a pilot house" apparently is up 
to him. Evidence over the last 
173 years shows that it is a rare 
governor who doesn't use it for 
both. 

Of the state's 47 chief execu­
tives, four—Martin Van Buren, 
Grover Cleveland, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt—found that it made 
an excellent "vestibule." Two 
others, Samuel J. Tilden and 
Charles E. Hughes, all but got 
their foot in the White House ' 
door. 

Tilden led Hayes by 260,000 
and then lost the presidency 
when the election commission 
decided he was one electoral 
vote shy. Hughes went to sleep 
thinking himself elected, but 
awoke to find late returns from 
California had given the edge • 
to Wilson. 

Dewitt Clinton, Horatio Sey­
mour, Alfred E. Smith, and of 
course, Thomas E. Dewey also 
ran and lost—but by wider mar­
gins. Millard Fillmore, on the 
other hand, lost the governor­
ship by 10,000 votes and then 
won the presidency. 
Three governors—George Clin­

ton, Daniel Tompkins and Levi 
P. Morton—were vicepresidents, 
without becoming president. 
Two, William L. Marcy and Wil­
liam H. Seward, were wartime 
secretaries of state. 

* * # 
Historically, the office of gov­

ernor goes back to such colorful 
Dutch executives as Manhattan 
Island purchaser Peter Minuet 
and peglegged Petrus Stuyve-
sant. More numerous were the 
later English executives. 

New York State itself, though 
starts counting from George 
Clinton, a brave but none too in­
spired general, who, though he 
came from the wrong side of 
the tracks and opposed New 
York's signing the federal con­
stitution, got himself elected for 
a grand total of 21 years (1777-
95j 1801-04). The best the run-
ners-up (Tompkins and Herbert 
H, Lehman) were able to do was 
10, although the GOP's current 
vote-getting champ (Dewey) is 
setting forth on a third term 
that will give him a total of 12. 

A) the other end of the line is 
Charles Polettl, 29 days (he fin­
ished out a Lehman term) and 
Van Buren, 71 days (he resign­
ed to become V. 8. secretary of 
state. 

* * * 
Since 1856 wnen the present 

parties "Jelled," the Republi­
cans have named 14 governors 
for a total of 45 years; the 
Democrats, 11 governors for 49. 
Cast for governor in the 1777 
election were 4,747 votes; in 
1960, more than 6 million. 
Thirty-four of the governors 
Were born in New York; the 
others in Now England or New 
Jersey, except " for Dewey 
(Michigan). The term, currently 
four years, has at different 
times been two years and three 
years. 

To be eligible, a candidate 
must be at least 30. Skirting 
the edge closest was 33-yearh 
old Governor Tompkins, the 
only exect '. !ve who ever told the 
State Legis.t turc to adjoun. It 
did—but sl-^'ly afterwards 
reconvened anc >assed a bank 
incorporation bill he was trying 
to head off. At the other ex­
treme, was 75-year-old John 
Adams Dix who had been secre­
tary of the Treasury and min­
ister to France. 

The only one of the 47 to be 
removed from office was Demo­
crat William Sulzer who, in 
1913, broke with Tammany and 
found himself impeached on a 
charge of mishandling campaign 
funds. His home district, 
though, remained loyal and the 
next year sent him to the As­
sembly. 

* * * 
For gaining enduring fame, 

it's probably better to run a 
Wild West show (Bill Cody) or 
discover a river (Henry Hud­
son). Not counting those who 
later became president, the 
names of New York governors 
20 years out of office mean 
about as much as a random list 
taken from the New York City 
telephone directory. Some of 
those who ran and lost are even 
better known; Philip Schuyler, 
Aaron Burr, Gerrit Smith, Wil­
liam Randolph Hearst. 
It helps if you build a success­

ful canal (DeWitt Clinton). Or 
if you also serve as chief justice 
of the U. S. Supreme Court 
(John Jay, Charles Evans 
Hughes). It may help if two 
governors have th same name 
eV n̂ though unrelated (John A. 
Din). Or if your dad founded a 
university (Alonzo Cornell). Or 
if a mountain is named after 
you (Marcy, Dix, Seward, 
Wright). 

Stirring up excitement in your 
own day makes little'differencc. 
Pretty much forgotten are Cor­
nell's 700 vetoes (a prodigious 
number at the time); Morgan's 
businessman's government" (he 
was granted $1 million to 
strengthen New York City's 
War defense and spent only $6 -
000); and Tilden's "house-clean­
ing" (he shattered the "Canal 
Ring" and helped to oust Boss 
Tweed). 

* * * 
Not widely recalled are Silas 

'Wright, who quelled rent riots 
in Delaware County, or Horatio 
Seymour, who at the cost of 
1,000 lives checked the Civil 
War draft disturbances in Man­
hattan. 

Seldom spoken,of is the Can-
aridaigua hardware merchant, 
Myron H. Clark, who ran with 
dry support, slipped In With a 
margin of 309 votes and pro­
ceeded to banish alcohol for 
eight months In the 1850s. After 
that the courts decided tha his 
"Prohibiion" was uncontitution-
al. 

Doing pretty well after a quar­
ter century, though, is the late 
Al Smith, who reorganised 187 
assorted commissions, bureaus, 
and divisions into 18 (it's now 
19) state departments. Today 
in Albany he's still the most 
talked-about ex-governor. 

(Next—The Second Floor) 
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