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1951 March of Dimes Campaign Counts 

On Potsdam for Larger Contribution 
Faced with a deficit at the start of the hew year, the 

St. Lawrence County Chapter of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis needs a lot of help. The March of 
Dimes gives every citizen an opportunity to contribute his 
services and cash. 

Edward J. Cahill, county chairman of the drive, said 
this week, "We've got to have $25,000 to get out of the 
hole. The high incidence of polio last year put us in a bad 
financial spot." 

The county total last year was $17,884, which was re­
duced by expenses of $560. The national organization 
which gained funds on nationwide broadcasts and such 
appeals, bought the county total up to $18,900. 

This money was not sufficient to handle the epidemic 
that hit our area in 1950. It was the worst attack in 30 
years in the county. 

POLIO-A GROWING SHADOW 
CASES REPORTED SINCE 1936 

SHOWN IN 3-YEAt PERIODS 

•Including 1950 estimate of 30,000 cases. 

During the three-year period 1948-1950 
patient care alone cost more than 
$58,000,000 in March of Dimes funds. 
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There were 33 new cases and five carryovers from 
previous years in rehabilitation hospitals. The figures 
seem small but treatment is slow and Costly. 

The national foundation is deeply 'jn debt and connot 
be counted upon for much help" in St. Lawrence County. 
We have got to chip in to help ourselves. 

Thomas P. Dolan is heading the campaign in Pots­
dam. He needs help and contributions if this community 
is to keep ahead of the disease. 

Last year Potsdam donations totaled $1242.12. If the 
county chapter hopes to reach its $25,000 goal it is ob­
vious that we will have to dig deeper. 

Remember to take a poke at polio when you see the 
collection bottles around town. The need it great. 

CD Meeting Proves Interest in Potsdam 

Is Nil, County Heads Views Dangerous 
Maybe we're all wet, but we thought this country, 

this county and this village were in a war. A war in which 
thousands are being killed; in which an entire continent 
may be swallowed up before the snow is off the streets in 
the spring; a fight bteween the^wo strongest nations in 
the world which may be projected into the heart of the 
United States tonight if a handful of men across the artic 
circle so desire. 

But you wouldn't recognize this war if you had been 
at the meeting held here Thursday night to organize Pots­
dam's civil defenses. 

The chances are good that you weren't there—only 
about 30 persons were. • 

The insignificant number of men and women who 
bothered to come to the meeting would lead you to believe 
that there was no danger. You might think the citizenry 
trusts the accuracy of the Red airforce and feels that 
when it drops a load of high explosives on Massena it 
won't be able to miss by 20 miles. But just ask any bomb­
ardier from World War 2 how accurate a mass raid ac­
tually is. 

Or you might think that people in Potsdam wish to 
act as counterweights to the "panic" of the residents of 
the metropolitan New York area, where recruits for civil 
defense work now number in the thousands. Let's not go 
overboard about this thing; there's plenty of time to pre­
pare for war. Why, it hasn't even been declared yet. 

Unpreparedness was demonstrated in a second way 
at this same meeting. The remarks of leaders of the 
county's efforts in forging a defensive weapon for the 
North Country showed plainly that these leaders fail to 
recognize the gravity of the present situation. 

In an offhand manner, the speakers voiced their dis­
agreement with the edicts of the higher echelons in the 
state civil defense set-up. They quibbled about minor de-
taile; they presented a picture of discouraging disunity to 
the few who had come to find out how they could help in 
a precarious hour. 

In short, these speakers- -and they were not local or­
ganizers—proved conclusively to many that they had no 
grasp of the county's relation to the defensive problems 
of the rest of the state. Their views are dangerous be­
cause they breed inaction. 

No one hus the stomach for war now, five and a half 
years after VJ day. But hate for war must not lead to 
ostrich thinking. 

Recruits fur nil-plane spotting are now being trained. 
Medical aides, auxiliary fireniPii and auxiliary policemen 

,:, will soon begin training. 
It will take more than 30 persons. These jobs will 

require hundreds (if men and women willing to work with­
out pay and with little recognition. 

But that's part of the price we pay for this shooting 
\ygr and it must, be paid. 

IK DATS OF TOT.: 
Turning Back the Clock 

1 

I Year Ago This Week 
January 19, 1950 

Potsdam was reported almost 
completely recovered yes t t ' day 
from the destructive effects oi 
winds of hurricane ( 'oire that 
clawed at ihe community last 
Saturday. I'he 73 - miles - an-
hour gusts uprooted huge trees, 
broke windows, broke power 
poles, snapped transmission 
lines and broke ML least one 
brick chimney as they pried at 
eveiy exposed su l fa te during" 
the blow. 

* •:• * 

William H. C.nbley was ap­
pointed acting' police justice by 
the village hoard on Monday 
night to replace Roger W. Dan­
iels. The board a-vepted Mr. 
Daniels' resignation at Mon­
day's meeting. He said in a 
letter that he was forced to 
leave the post because of the 
press of duties in hi.-, new posi­
tion as assistant district at tor­
ney. 

* £ * 

Underrated but unbowed, the 
Clarkson basketball squad play­
ed one for the history books 
against St. h a w r e n c . Tuesday 
night. U- '-«-i'-:,M-d and I io .nder-
ering in the face of the St. 
Lawrence fast break in the first 
quarter, the Engineers scram­
bled anil buttled ahead through 
regulation time and three five-
minute overtime periods to top-
ple the visitors i)U-W before an 
alternately stunned and fren­
zied moli that tilled every cran­
ny of the Clarkson gym. 

10 Years Ago This Week Broadway and Main Street 
January IS, 1941 

Announcement was made re­
cently by Mrs. Howard Craig, 
leader of the local unit, which 
is collecting clothing and other 
necessities to send to England, 
that there was need of money 
contributions in addition to the 
plentiful giving of clothing. 
The need is present, it was ex­
plained, because of the expenses 
of shipping and expressage to 
New York, the por t from which 
all of the items are "sent to 
England. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Regan 
and family were among Pots­
dam fans who at tended the Nia­
gara vs. St. Lawrence basket­
ball game a t Brewer Field 
House, Canton, Friday evening. 
Their son, James, a junior at 
Niagara, is team manager and 
one of the players. 

* * * 
At the A & P : Coffee, 3 lb. 

hag—45c; round steak—29c lb.; 
pure pork sausage—IDc lb.; 

selected tomatoes, 2 lbs.—25c. 
* * * 

The annual mid-winter dance 
of the Potsdam state normal 

, school freshman class was held 
Friday nigiht in the civic center. 

25 Years Ago This Week 
January 20, 1926 

Soule Larmar this week com­
pleted negotiationswith the Peo­
ple's Bank for the purchase of 
the building occupied by tha t 
institution in Market Street. 
Mr. Lamar plans to take posses­
sion immediately and make 
such changes as will be neces­
sary to enable him to move his 
coal office there. 

* * * 
Louis Pincus and Nathan Pin-

cus of New York are here in 
town for the annual meeting of 
the firm of L. Pincus & Sons. 

* * * 
Mrs. James Wells of Ogdens-

hurg and Mrs. James Speaker of 
Fonda have been weekend 
guests at the home of Mrs. Ru-
fus Sisson. 

* * * 
The next Ladies Day at Pots­

dam Club will be held on Janu­
ary 20. Mrs. W. J. Coleman 
will act as chairman assisted bv 
Mrs. H. E. Thompson, Mrs F . 
C. Benson, Mrs. Hon- and Mrs. 
Frank J Fuller. Mrs. R. W. 
Hall held high score .at the last 
party ' 

50 Years Ago This Week 
January 16, 1901 

Although the Racket has been 
frozen for some- time and con­
siderable skating has been en­
joyed, the ice men have not 
been able to cut any grent 
amount of ice as yel. in the 
bays the ice is a foot thick, but 
out in the middle where they 
usually harvest their crop the 
ice is only si:; to eignt inches 
in thickhc.-s. 

Seven chM-s of smai'pox arc 
under surveillance in \Wiler-
town and I'oui cases m I'lnla-
dclphia. As yet none have ap­
peared in this lout.ly. In fig-
denshurg there Urn, been a gen­
eral oldei for ',.lc'"iiial ion, but 
it is not tluiugl'l nece-saiy to 

Moe's Biggest East River Catch 
Found Rose Hanging on Line 

WDANGE-

By BILLY ROSE 

(This is the last Bill Rose 
column to be pu'oiished in the 
Ceurier and Freeman. Mr. Rose 
has stopped writing the Weekly 
piece on advice of his physic­
ian.) 

Among the doodads on my 
desk 'is an old piece of s t r ing 
wrapped around a wooden spool, 
and people who 
come to my of­
fice often quiz 
me about it.. My 
rough, r e a d y 
and routine an­
swer is: I'm 
fond of that bit f 

of su ing be­
cause, thanks to Rose 
it, my business address is Sixth 
Avenue instead of Davy Jones's 
Locker. 

But let me crank the reel back 

44 years and give it to you-—as 

my Aunt Frieda would put i t 

—"in sequins." . . . 

The scene T remember most 
vividly on the East Side is the 
dock near the Fulton Fish Mar­
ket where we used to go swim­
ming on summer days when 
school was out and the tide was 
in. And the waterfront charact­
er who usually takes stage cen­
ter in my memory is a little 
ragbag of a man we called 
Crazy Moe who spent most of 
his days spool-fishing over the 
edge of the pier. 

We often pointed out In this 
incompleat angler t h a t . h e was 
wasting his time that no self-
respecting flounder would be 
caught sauteed in the polluted 
waters of the East River—but 
Crazy Moe paid no attention to 
us. His answer,, when he bother­
ed to answer a t all, was that he 
didn't care much about catching 

do so here as yet. 
* * * 

The meeting at the Baptist 
church on Tuesday evening of 
last week to discuss the project 
of forming an anti-saloon lea­
gue in this village resulted in 
the postponement of the move­
ment until March at which time 
it is proposed to have another 
meeting. One of the objects of 
the league is for the enforce­
ment of the excise laws. 

75 Years Ago This Week 
January 20, 1876 

Those Lamps—The large re­
flectors for the new T.iwn Hall , 
have got along and are being 
put up. They were purchased 
of A. Carr of New York; are 
two in number, six feet in dia­
meter and contain oT) lights 
each. Also two large street 
lamps for the front of the Hall 
and one for the corner of Main 
and Park s treets and Elm and 
Park - t reets . 

anything—he just liked to fish. 
And as nearly as we could tell, 
he never even took the trouble 
to bait his hook. 

* * * 
One day a boy named Terry, 

the most promising juvenile de­
linquent on Avenue A, swiped a 
mackerel from a fish stand, 
dove off the dock when Moe 
wasn't looking and hooked the 
fish onto his line. And when the 
leehed one began to\ pull in his 

• "catch," his hands shook so vio­
lently that the fish looked alive. 

Beflore he could get wise to 
the deception, however, one of 
the kids grabbed the mackeritl 
out of his hand and hacked i ts 
head off with a jackknife. 
Crazy Moe cussed at us for five 
minutes—and it wasn't because 
he wanted to stuff and mount 
the fish, he just wanted to 
throw the poor thing back. 

There was another day when 
this same Terry decided it was 
time I learned how to swim, and 
when I tried to ward him off 
with the wily dialectics of a sev­
en-year-old he began calling me 
"sissy" and "yella belly." Final­
ly realizing there was no way to 
dodge the dunking. I stripped 
down to my shorts. Terry and 
another kid grabbed hold of me, 
gave me a couple of hammock 
swings and pitched me into the 
river. I landed ker-splash be­
tween a grapefruit rind and a 
floating bottle, and water began 
rushing into me from every 
opening. 

* • * * 
As I was going down for the 

second time 1 somehow got 
tangled up in a bit of str ing, 
and when my head broke water 
I saw Crazy Moe standing on 
the dock hauling in his second 
fish—me, and I was darned 
near as dead as the first one. 
The line, of course, wasn ' t 
s t rong enough to do more than 
keep me afloat, but it gave 
Terry a chance to dive in and 
pull me over to tl>e ladder. 

After I had recovered breath 
and bravado, I asked Crazy Moe 
to let me have his fishing line 
for a keepsake, and when he de­
murred I bribed it away from 
him with what was an import­
ant piece of Money , in those 
days—a new Liberty Head 
nickel. 

Today, many decades and 
chins later, the piece of .string 
occupies a prominent pluce 
among the mementos on my 
desk-—sort of a mute reminder 
of the time when my life hung 
by a hair. And my favorite mer­
maid who, of course, knows this 
slory says it explains why I 
married her. 
"You wanted a swimmer in the 

family," says Eleanor, "because 
the next time they throw you 
in, I here may not be a Crazy 
Moe hanging around." 

_ Limit 
\cb<t &PAYSOH SMITH 
" Grange year of 1951 puts an 
added bui'den on us all, whether 
we be members of the Grange, 
or interested in agriculture, or 
whatever our occupation or 
position. More than ever before 
it has been brought home to us 
that there are elements who 
would destroy us and our way 
of life. More than ever we have 
been called upon to examine 
this way of life and decide if i t ' 
is t h e one we want to carry on. 
There is no question concern­
ing the answer. It is not our 
purpose nor our function to 
editorialize, but this is with us 
too, and we can't help com­
menting on it. 

* a * 

N. Y. S. Agricultural Society 
meets in Albany next Wednes­
day, Jan. 24, for (think of i t ) 
its 119th tihie. President Fred 
Sexauer will keynote the session 
with his opening speech a n d * 
there will be several notable 
addresses culminated by Gover­
nor Dewey's talk at the dinner 
in the evening. Actually there 
is nothing practical accomplish­
ed for the benefit of agricul­
ture, but there is a s t rong sen­
timent kept alive which is in it­
self beneficial to New York's 
farm folks. Like you, We are 
Wondering who this year , will 
be honored as "Qentury Farm 
Families". 

* * * 
F a r m figures for this or any 

year amaze us. W^ wish we had 
the statistical flair t h a t Doc 
Genung, down in Ithaca, has. 
We can't begin to give them 
here, 'much less their import to 
you and the city consumer, but 
imagine tha t in the last war 
gross output per farm worker 
increased 2(i percent in 5 years, 
in the face of a fi percent de­
crease in farm workers. To 
compare with this amazing pro­
duction we haven't available, as 
we write this , the amount of 
food produced for us ana the 
rest of the world to eat, but we 
know there was a tremendous 
increase. Without, wishing to 
get into an argument, but with 
an all-out war facing us, we 
would like to ask the labor un­
ions to examine their output, 
now and in the future. 

Music Career Always Eluded Writer; 

Advanced (o Pumper of Church Organ 
by FRANK TRIPP 

This is a confession of genius that has been concealed- these 
many years. It is catastrophic that one with so eminent a musical 
background has spent most of his life with newspapers. That I aln 
not a Celebrity on the concert s tage or conducting a symphony is 
just one of those tragic quirks of life that control the destinies of 
men. 

The circumstances surrounding my eaily musical contact were 
unique. It seems high time that I cash in on them; which I hereby 
do in this unethical though midly profitable, fashion. 

True, I at one time was a minstrel ; then impresario and once 
owned the Royal Comic Opera Company; sang roles on desperate oc­
casions, my specialty being Giacomo, the second bandit in ' T I - J 
Diavolo." 

True also, that I invaded the concert field and, without notice­
able profit, promoted the debut of Clara Clemens, Mark Twain's 
duugnter, beiore she became the wife of famed Conductor Ossip 

Gabrilowitsch, who upon that occasion was he;- accompanist. 

These things musical are known to many u t herein my really 
distinguished talents will become first known—I; I not only play­
ed uie zither but also once pumped the organ . the Methodist 
church. 

* * * 
The zither entered our modest home through the salesmanship 

of a young man, about 61), who was working his way through college. 
My motner, who had charge of such matters for very good reason 
became a pusnover tor the man who taught the zither in one lesson, 
pocketed the n r s i payment and departed. The good reason mom 
bougnt the zither was to get me off a slide trombone tha t a friend 

, had loaned me; a triend of mine but not of the neighbors. 

You played the zither by shoving a sheet of paper ,wi th numbers 
on it under the wire str ings. Then all you had to know was elemen­
tary arithmetic. Suilicient change of tempo could make "Old. Biack 
Joe" sound woaiully like "Old Rugged Cross" but you always had 
the name ot the piece printed on the paper to prove what -you were 
playing. 

.Regretfully I returned the borrowed trombone and moved from 
the brass to the s t r ing section. I toned hard learning the zither, 
even worked up a' terr i l ic rendition of "Blue Danube,' without 
arithmetic collaboration. I was s tudying to become first zither in 
the school gui tar and mandolin club, only to learn that no provision 
had been made to admit the hundred or so suckers who had bought 
zitners on the convenient monthly payment plan. 

In spite.of this illustration, my pipe organ experiece should have 
'insured a musical tu ture . The Methodist church as yet had no elec­
tric motor to pump its organ, didn't even have electric lights. Breath 
of lite was kepi in the big and very excellent organ by a long hand 
lever which worked like a massive pump handle. The air gauge was 
to be kept to something like at) pounds pressure but when Sister 
Fitch let loose on the big bass pipes it kept a husky lad busy to keep 
up to ner. .-it times pumping the organ was an easy, respectable and 
proiuaole way to at tend cnurch. The job paid two oils a Sunday. 

1 landed tne job on two outstanuing qualifications. The pump­
er's booth was remote l rom the auditorium and the a i r gauge alone 
didn t exactly insure a smooth Sunday morning service. One needed 
a considerable knowledge of music to be sure whether the choir was 
singing or tootner Parson's was suffering another acute attack of 
astnma. My other quaJUication was 1.65 pounds of muscle distributed 
over six lineal ieet ot teenj-age. framework. 

This was quite a nice jon.'"ohe could attend church with little 
sartorial preparat ios; even in ' f lashy sweater and bicycle knickers. 
I got credit tor at tendance, though hidden lrom the congregation, 
aiid the collection plate never got back that j.ar. 

* • * 
' i 

All was going lovely until I learned to smoke. Then, of a plea­
sant day, when the parson launched on his 80 minutes of exhortation 
I would climb out of the window, saunter down the s treet and have a 
smoke for myself. 

I was so engaged and in conversation with a girl friend one 
Sunday morning when Brother Symonds came running from the 
church, fratically waving his a rms. There was great confusion. I 
rushed toward the pump handle but before I could climb through the 
window the big organ pealed forth the strains of an added hymn of 
which I had not been advised. 

Another guy had my job tha t quick—and kept it. Brother Sy­
monds reported tha t I not only was absent from my p,ost but was 
smoking—and r ight within sight of the church. With that st igma 
hanging over me I sank lower and lower, even to the depths of a 
newspaper job. 

Something seemed to happen evey time I got nicely started on 
a musical career. 

OUR DEMOCRACY 
WITH Oik OWN HANDS 

THERE IS A N EXTRA ZEST, A S A I N I N PURPOSEFUL LIVING, WE. 
AMERICANS AL.LSHAK.C I N DOING THINGS FOR OUKSELVES. 
"HORV\E-6UILT"ALWAYS GIVES A GREATER. SENSE OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENT AND PRIDE THAN EVER, COMES FROM 
•BOUSHTEN THINGS." 

WHAT IS TRUE OF THE THINGS WE USE AROUND THE HOME is 
ALSO TRUE OF THE LARGER PATTERN OF OUR LIVING OF 
GETTING AHEAD THROUGH OUR, OWN I N I T I A T I V E - O F 
BUILDING SECURITY FOR OUR.FAMILV THROUGH OUR. OWN 
THRIFT-AND OF RAISING OUR. CHILDREN IN THE WAYS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF OUR. OEMOCRACY. 


