
First Presbyterian Church of Potsdam Was 
Established by Early Settlers, 134 Years Ago 

This year is the 134 th in the 
history of the Presbyterian church 
of Potsdam. 

To give due recognition In this 
historical event, The Courier here-
with presents, in pari , a history of 
the church originally published 
here in 1911 for the centennial 
celebration of the founding of the 
church held June 4 In 11 that year. 

Members of I hi- centennial com­
mittee were Rev. Frank li. (Invun, 
Joseph E. Buriunu, Joseph I', lion-
ney, Frank I.. Cubley, Miss Rosa­
mond A. Knowles, Mrs. Homer T. 
MeGary, Mrs. Marlon K. IVrrigo, 
Francis T. E. Kisson, Robert Wood, 
Mrs. George W. I-Sunney, Milton H. 
Brown, Francis (1. Gondale, Mrs. 
Asa Moon, Edson M. Perkins, 
George W. Sisson aim George H, 
Sweet. 

Following is the sketch of the 
history of the church: 

Those of us who had the priv­
ilege of being present at the ex­
ercises in observance of the first 
settlement in this town are quite 
familiar with the events of those 
early days. It is not therefore our 
purpose in this paper to repeal 
the facts then so well expressed. 
The town had been settled by a 
few pioneers for about eight years 
before any steps were taken to 
organize a religious society. The 
condition of the settlement in 18111 
is described in the following words 
taken from a letter written to Rev. 
H. C. Riggs while pastor of this 
church by Deacon Asel Lyman 
when he was 82 years of age: 

"1 removed," he says, "with my 
family from Vermont to Potsdam 
in March 181(1, at that time there 
was a scattered population over a 
part of the township and seven 
dwelling houses in the village but 
no church organization and very 
few if any professors of religion, 
no missionaries visited the place, 
the Sabbath was spent by most of 
the inhabitants in visiting, fishing, 
hunting, etc. Hon. B." Raymond 
and family were exceptions. He 
held religious services in his fam­
ily every Sabbath, which consisted 
of reading the Scriptures, singing, 
prayer and the reading of a ser­
mon. I requested the privilege of 
Judge Raymond to attend with my 
family which request was granted 
cheerfully. I invited others to 
make the same request and in a 
few weeks the house become too 
small for the audience and not a 
gun was heard, not a fisherman 
was seen on the Sabbath." 

To accommodate these worship­
pers and to secure proper educa­
tional advantages, Judge Raymond 
in the year 1810 built what has 
since been known as the Old Acad­
emy and Conference Room. The 
building was 36x24 feet of one 
room, with a vestibule. It had a 
small steeple with bell and cost 
five hundred dollars. Congrega­
tions have looked with pride and 
satisfaction upon modern sanctu­
aries built for God's worship, but 
none have awakened greater grat­
itude than the first building in 
which this church worshipped 
which was used for religious and 
educational purposes. And the 
linking of the religious with edu­
cational advantages has always 
been the policy of Congregational-
ists and Presbyter ians . ' Deacon 
Lyman says tha t the first meeting 
held in this first building was the 
funeral service of his first child, a 
daughter two years of age. Here 
meetings were held every Lord's 
day, Judge Raymond reading the 
sermon and others taking par t in 
the exercises, among whom was 
Deacon D. Ballard, J . P . Reynolds, 
and Ezra Barnum. Judge Ray­
mond wrote to Dr. Morse of Boston 
requesting him to send them a 
minister and the result of the cor­
respondence was that Mr. James 
Johnson came to minister unto the 
congregation. On June 9, 1811, a 
church of eleven members was 
organized, adopting the Congrega­
tional policy. The Rev. William 
Wright and Mr. Johnson being 
present, the persons constituting 
the church were, Daniel Ballard, 
Ezra Barnum, Joseph P. Reynolds, 
Benjamin Burton, Reuben Field, 
Judith Burroughs, Rebecca Hough, 
Asenath Field, Polly Garfield, Sal­
ly Reynolds, and Nancy Shepherd. 

St. Paul 's Society was formed in 
connection with the church on the 
fourteenth day of August follow­
ing, and Liberty Knowles, Joseph 
P. Reynolds and Asel Lyman were 
chosen trustees. Mr. Johnson con­
tinued to supply the church until 
March 10, 1812, when he was or­
dained and installed pastor by, a 
council of Congregational church­
es. The sermon preached on that 
occasion was by the Rev. Amos 
Pettengil of Champlain, from the 
text II Cor. 12:14: "I seek not 
yours, but you." The subject giv­
en to the sermon is, "The Salva­
tion of men the grea t object of a 
faithful preacher." It is a splendid 
sermon. The charge to the pastor 
was delivered by the Rev. Ashbel 
Parmelee, of Malone, and the right 
hand of fellowship address was 
delivered by the Rev. Jonathan 
Winchester of Madrid. 

Aided By Society 
Pa r t of Mr. Johnson's support 

was provided by the society for the 

First Presbyterian Church 

The present Potsdam Presbyterian Church, 
was established 134 years ago. 

The church society 

promotion of Christian knowledge 
upon the condition that he be in­
stalled. He was also teacher of 
the Academy. He was a man of 
ability, great plainness of speech, 
somewhat severe, not always con­
siderate for the members of his 
congregation did not fail to under­
stand whose sins were rebuked 
from Sabbath to Sabbath and some 
amusing stories are told of his 
method of rebuke and the effect 
upon his hearers. At any rate he 
seems to have followed out the 
charge given to him at his ordina­
tion. He was dismissed July 1, 
1817, after a pastorate of a little 
over six years. We have been un­
able to find anything about his sub­
sequent career. 

I t seems from the records that 
the society lapsed during the next 
year with only occasional preach­
ing. However, on December 14, 
1818, the society was reorganized, 
the record of which is as follows: 
" A t a meeting duly notified in this 
village of Potsdam on the 14th day 
of December, 1818, for the purpose 
of forming a religious society for 
the support of the Gospel and to 
t ransact any other business that 
should be thought expedient, it 
was resolved to form a society for 
the above purpose to be denominat­
ed the Trinity Church Society and 
the following persons were chosen 
trustees for the same: John C. 
Clarkson, Horace Allen, Forest 
Morgan, Ezra Barnum, Daniel 
Shaw and Samuel Partr idge." 

The first subscription paper on 
record was drawn up December 23, 
1818, a pa r t of which reads as fol­
lows: "We whose names are here­
unto subscribed duly appreciating 
the importance of religious in­
struction as connected with social 
and individual happiness and deep­
ly sensible of the manifold bless­
ings arising from the public wor­
ship of God and from the regular 
administration of the rites and 
ordinances thereof do hereby prom­
ise and agree to and with the t rus­
tees of the Trinity Church Society 
of Potsdam in the County of St. 
Lawrence and their successors in 
office to pay them for the support 
of a Congregational minister in 
said Society the several annual 
sums set opposite, our names." 

From the close of the pastorate 
of the Rev. James Johnson to the 
call of the Rev. Ova Hoyt, it seems 
tha t the church was without a set­
tled pastor. During this period 
the public services of the church 
were sustained. Levi L. Ives, prin­
cipal of the Academy, later Bishop 
of South Carolina, read occasional 
sermons. September 21, 1819, the 
trustees voted tha t the Rev. Henry 
Graham be employed one year on 
a salary of $400 and board as a 
candidate for settlement. He re­
mained until the first of February, 
and after his departure the pulpit 
was supplied by the Rev. Moses 
Ayers and when no minister could 
be obtained services were held in 
Benjamin Raymond's house, one of 
i h e deacons reading a sermon, 
others assisting in the services. On 
the 16th of December, 1820, the 
society adopted the present name— 
the Fi rs t Presbyterian Society of 
Potsdam. 

400 Population 
The village was still small, num­

bering about 400 inhabitants in 
1825. The children visited Indian 
camps near their own homes and 
watched the Indian women making 
moccasins and receiving gifts from 
the friendly natives. ( From the 
windows of their houses they 
caught occasional glimpses of the 
deer as he came on the "runway" 
towards the river, called by the 
Indians Me-han-e-wa-lde—river of 
rapids or noisy water—and called 
by the townspeople Racket. Mem­
bers of the church lining in the 
pastorate of the Rev. E. B. Fur­

bish told him of hearing the pan­
ther purr in the woods near their 
homes. In 1825 our beautiful Elm, 
Main and Market streets were in 
the deep forest. 

Wednesday evening prayer meet­
ing was established as early as 
1814 and the service has been con­
tinued from that day to this with 
little interruption. I t was estab­
lished by seven members of the 
church, viz, Deacon Joseph P. 
Reynolds and Mrs. Reynolds, Mr. 
and Mrs. Liberty Knowles, Sally 
Reddington, Lydia Raymond, and 
Eunice Reddington. Previous to 
1819 there were often but few in 
attendance. On a certain Wednes­
day evening one of the seven on 
entering the old conference room 
found only Deacon Reynolds there 
and said to him: "What, are you 
alone, Deacon?" "No," he ans­
wered, "Jesus Christ is with me." 
Deacon Reynolds has been spoken 
of by those who knew him as one 
of the noblemen, a pillar of the 
church, a man of the noblest char­
acter. The people came to church 
in those days on foot, with ox 
teams, and horse-back. Young 
men rode proud young colts to 
church whose mothers looked with 
admiring eyes upon the gallant 
forms of the i r sons. 

This church has always had a 
high reputation for the quality of 
the music rendered and that repu­
tation has suffered no lapse. In 
the old Academy building the choir 
was composed of Sewall Raymond, 
leader, Lydia Raymond, F 1 ! - T 
Smith, Sally Fisk, Sally Redding­
ton, Gerusha Parkhurst , Eviline 
Reddington, who sang treble, Mrs. 
Miller, who sang counter, and Thos. 
Cox, Asel Lyman, John H. Red­
dington, Daniel Shepherd, John C. 
Smith, Anson Raymond, and David 
Barnum. They stood near the 
minister's stand and with him led 
the people in their worship. 

In the spring of 1820 the church 
experienced i ts first g rea t revival. 
The Rev. Dr. Parmalee of Malone 
preached. Among those converted 
a t this t ime was Moses Huntley, 
who afterwards became one of the 
Deacons and most devoted mem­
bers of the church. Deacon Asel 
Lyman in his old age thus spoke of 
his revival. "The church began to 
feel that the i r help was not in man 
but in God. Prayer meetings were 
held Sabbath and Wednesday eve­
nings, the number attending in­
creased; a grea t solemnity pre­
vailed and soon the inquiry began 
what must I do to be saved. A 
number of conversions took place 
before any clergvman visited us. 
Three of my brothers, their wives 
and myself were among the num­
ber." An individual who lived in 
Mr. Lyman's district a t that t ime 
stated that the entire neighbor­
hood except one family were con­
verts under t ha t awakening. Eigh­
ty persons were received into the 
church tha t summer. Prayer meet­
ings were held also on Saturday 
evenings in preparation for the 
Sabbath, and a t noon on the Sab­
bath they were held in the Con­
ference room in the house near-by 
because t h a t room was not large 
enough to accommodate those who 
came. A prayer meeting for wo­
men was then established and well 
sustained. When neighbors called 
upon each other they made it a 
point to have a prayer meeting be­
fore parting. 

Methodist Organize 
On the 12th of November, 1820, 

the Methodist Church was estab­
lished by the formation of a elass 
of four members. W. W. Randall 
and Josiah Clark were circuit 
preachers. 

The Presbyterians began to build 
in 1820 wha t afterwards was 
known as the "White Church," and 
in the same year t h e Methodist 
society commenced upon their first. 

building, which is now the south 
portion of the Fireman's Hall. The 
frame of the Methodist church was 
raised June 21, 1821, and about one 
week later the frame of the Pres­
byterian building was raised. The 
Methodist church was dedicated in 
an unfinished condition, for seats 
boards were placed on boxes. The 
White Church was completed early 
in 1822 and cost $4,501). The last 
piece of workmanship was the pul­
pit which was elaborate for those 
days. The prayer meetings how­
ever continued to be held in the 
old Conference room. 

The Rev. Daniel Ranks became 
principal of the Academy in 1822 
and preached for the Presbyterian 
society in connection with his 
school duties until the year 1820, 
or nearly four years. Mr. Banks 
was previously pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of ':, Water-
town. To our shame |Be" i t said 
tha t his bones lie in the potterte 
field in our cemetery. Let; not an­
other month go by without steps 
being taken to erect a 'suitable 
monument to his memory. At the 
close of his ministry the church 
numbered one hundred and fifty. A 
former historian says that he died 
in August, 1827, beloved and la­
mented, full of good works which 
do follow. A man so lamented 
should have a suitable memorial. 

Stern Pastor 
The Rev. Frederick E. Cannon 

was installed pastor of this 'church 
Sept. 10, 1831. The first year of 
his ministry experienced a revival 
also, when a large number were 
added to the church (69). A new 
covenant was adopted in 1831 
which appears on pagos 13.3-136 of 
the record. During Mr. Cannon's 
ministry and even up to the pas­
torate of Mr. Riggs a large num­
ber of persons were haled before 
the church for discipline and a 
number of them were excommuni­
cated. Some of those thus dis­
ciplined were disposed to strike 
back, one member of the church 
who gave the pastor a grea t deal 
of trouble brought the charge of 
gambling against her pastor, to the 
effect that he had been seen play 
ing the game of back-gammon. The 
record contains several pages of 
minutes bearing upon this con­
troversy. Another chai'ge brought 
by the same par ty against the min­
is ter was to the effect t h a t he had 
one time said to her he wished to 
repeat a passage of scripture for 
her consideration, viz, "If any man 
seem to be religious and bridleth 
not his tongue tha t man's religion 
is vain." Judging by the record 
the pastor was justified in so do­
ing. 

Mr. Cannon's pastorate closed 
September 24, 1835. During his 
pastorate there were 137 names 
added to the roll and a consider­
able number erased for breach of 
covenant. Mr. Cannon had a long 
and prosperous ministry after leav­
ing Potsdam, living to the advanc­
ed age of 91. He spent his last 
days in Geneva, N. Y., where he 
died April 7, 1891. 'Mr. William 
Raymond of our village has visited 
Mr. and Mrs. Cannon at their home 
in Geneva. He also has in his 
home several articles of mahogany 
furniture given to his grandmother 
by Mrs. Cannon when they left 
Potsdam. 

Perhaps no minister in the one 
hundred years of this church made 
a deeper and more enduring im­
pression on the church . and com­
munity than t h e Rev. Elijah W. 
Plumb, who was installed pastor 
June 11, 1846, and dismissed April 
1, 1853, to t ake charge of the 
Academy. The accessions to the 
church during his ministry were 
small, but the building up of the 
members of the church in the faith 
went on, making his ministry en­
during. Those who listened to his 
hour-long sermons and his "few 
words by way of reflection," fol­
lowing the sermon proper, have 
never forgotten the man if they 
have the message. Dr. Plumb was 
principal of t h e Academy nine 
vears, from August 1855 to July 
1864, and so was associated with 
this people as pastor or instructor 
for sixteen years , during which 
t ime his unusual ability, integrity 
and deep sympathy with the prog­
ress of the village secured for him 
the affection and respect of the 
people to a marked degree. For 
three years after his retirement 
from the Academy he preached at 
Sterling, 111., af ter which he re­
turned to Potsdam where he re­
mained without charge for two 
vears, when he removed to East 
Bloomfield where he lived ten years 
until his death Ju ly 12, 1879, aged 
80. He was a trustee of Middle-
bury College for fifteen years . 

The Brick Church 
The White Church was occupied 

until 1853 when it was replaced by 
the Brick Church a t a cost of $10,-
000. The old white church, its 
square pews and elevated pulpit 
will be remembered with deep in­
terest . The original plan of the 
pews and the names of pew hold­
ers writ ten in, is in the possession 
of Miss Knowles. The t i thing men 
eat in the gallery to keep order 

(Continued on page 11) 

25 Years Ago 
A bad forest fire was raging 

near the Kildar:' Cbib. 
The Business Men's Association 

in Potsdam voted $100 to improve 
the grounds at the ^li l ioad stat­
ion. Harry M. Ingram, president, 
presided. E. R. Safford, Jr. , was 
appointed chairman of a commit­
tee to study the possibility of the 
association cooperating in refor­
estation in the area. 

Dr. Theodore Barnett of Pots­
dam enroute to Serbia with a Red 
Cross unit wrote home describing 
the terrible devestation of those 
parts of France which had been oc­
cupied by the German armies. 

The Convention of the Jeffer-
son-St. Lawrence County Volun­
teer Firemen's association was 
held in Potsdam. 

A total of 200 Dutch farmers 
arrived in New York from Holland 
to assist in harvesting the wheat 
crop in the midwest. 

The Clarkson College and St. 
Lawrence university baseball teams 
met on' the St. Lawrence field, 
marking the resumption of ath­
letic relations by the institutions 
after a lapse of 15 years . The 
cause of the original argument had 
been forgotten. 

Capt. M. V. B. Ives and Com­
mander Collins were the principal 
speakers a t the Potsdam Memorial 
Day exercises. 

A survey by the Russell Sage 
foundation of U. S. public educat­
ion resulted in the published con­
clusion tha t the western states 
were advancing in education and 
the eastern retrograding. 

The Postal Telegram was mov­
ed from the Weston bookstore to 
the I. H. Kendall office on Ray­
mond street. 

50 Years Ago 
The supervisors of St. Lawrence 

[county were scheduled to meet to 
divide the county into two assem­
bly districts. 

Governeur Morton signed a bill 
prohibiting barbering on Sunday 
anywhere in New York State on 
Sunday except in New .York City 
and Saratoga Springs. 

The towns of New York State 
won a fight to get 25 per cent of 
the money appropriated ' by the 
legislature allocated to town fairs, 
instead of going wholly to county 
fairs. 

T. Streatfield Clarkson save 
$10,000 to the Bayside Cemetery 
Association of Potsdam. The mon­
ey was to be invested, and the in­
come used to beautify the grounds 
or in such manner as the t rustees 
should direct. 

Aluminum bathtubs were being 
purchased by some homeowners as 
one of the newest and most use­
ful inventions. 

Edgar A. Josselyn of 45 Broad-

County Court 
Trial Jurors 
Are Selected 

The list of trial jurors for the 
term of St. Lawrencp county court 
which begins June 18 has been 
conipilpd. Judge Andrew ,). Han-
mer will preside. 

Following is the list with the 
name of the juror followed by oc­
cupation and residence: 

Guy.Harmon, Lawrenceville; Leo 
Delosh, Raymondville; Vern Know-
k-ton, Heuvelton R. 2; Stella Gal­
lagher, Hammond; Albert Murdie, 
Waddington R. 1; Mason D. Steele, 
Heuvelton R. 2; Gary Dake, Heu­
velton R. 2; Clare Hazen, Norfolk; 
Elon Downing, Heuvelton; Olive 
Hutchinson, Ogdensburg R. 3; Al-
onzo, N. Chase, Massena; Jay 
Thompson, Ogdensburg. 

Albert Yadow, Massena; Gard­
ner Perry, Parishville; Ray Sulli­
van, Potsdam R. 2; William Sani-
mont, Massena R. 1; Elmer Goldie, 
Madrid R. 2; Edward J. Shaver, 
Ogdensburg; Arthur Lloyd, Pots­
dam; Lois McAllister, Rensselaer 
Falls; Mark Hanna, Lisbon; Don­
ald Richards, Norfolk; Francis 
Crump, Parishville Star R.; May-
fred Bullock, Parishville; Grace 
Fishel, Heuvelton R. 2. 

Francis Crossman, Colton; Ray­
mond Seaker, Gouverneur; Ray 
Beamus, S ta r Lake; Bessie Exel-
by, Lisbon; William H. Joy, Pots­
dam; Harold Schofell, Sprague-
ville; Mary Greenier, Ogdensburg, 
R. 3 ; Frank Madden, Gouverneur; 
Frank Tragesser, Ogdensbui'g; 
Guy Poste, Canton; Kenneth Price, 
Gouverneur; Helen Barstow, Mas­
sena. 

Andrew VanRyn, Massena; An­
na Page, Massena; Viola Simonds, 
Potsdam R. 3 ; Lawrence Mantle, 
Gouverneur R. 3; Glenn Sheldon, 
Lisbon; Eldon Wells, Rensselaer 
Fal ls ; George Bartholomew, Can­
ton R. 1; Lovina Raymon, Heuvel­
ton R. 2; Marie Patton, Gouver­
neur; Walter Howes, Potsdam R. 
4; Ar thur Fuller, Hailesboro; 
Ruth Bame, Gouverneur; Howard 
Coutes, Gouverneur; Loyal Man­
chester, Gouverneur R. 3 ; Paul 
Fisher, Colton; Frank Squires, 
Potsdam R. 3; Percy Harper, Gouv­
erneur; William Collins, Gouver­
neur R. 4; William Morse, Hailes­
boro; Rosella Carney, Massena; 
Olive M. Servage, Massena; Lin-
don Carl Whitaker, Norfolk R. 2; 
Richard Billings, Gouverneur. 

William S. Mead up for 
County Clerk's Office 

Candidate 

WILLIAM S. MEAD 

Teachers College 
Summer Session 
OpensJuly 2 

West Stockholm 
Mrs. G. R. Sutherland spent Fri­

day evening in Potsdam guest of 
Mrs. Mattie Rusaw. 

W. C. Norton and Pearl Foster, 
Earl Pelsue and James Pclsue 
attended the town committee meet­
ing held a t town clerk's office in 
Winthrop Friday evening. 

Donald and Elizabeth Bronson 
are home from their work at Rome 
for a few days. 

The young people held a food 
way, New York City was hired to sale a t Clarke and Foote's store 
design the building for the new Saturday which was a great sue-
"Clarkson Memorial School of cess. The.y received $43 from sale 
Technology." Prof. Charles R., and donations of money given to-
Richards and Prof. Charles W. 
Eaton of the P ra t t Insi t i tute in 
Brooklyn planned the interior of 
the building. Prof. Eaton was 
elected director (president) of the 
school by the Clarkson t rustees . 

Prof. G. H. Sweet of the Clark­
son trustees informed The Cour­
ier that the appointment of Prof. 
Eaton was made because he was 
an outstanding teacher in the vo­
cational trades field, and t h a t Dr. 
Nicholas Butler, dean of the fac­
ulty of philosophy of Columbia, 
had spoken in the highest praise 
of him in a conversation with Prof. 
Sweet. (Clarkson in a few yeai-s 
grew into an engineering college.) 

More than 1,000 fans a*.- nded 
the bicycle races held in P'o\ / am. 
The fastest wheelman in Jeji'er-
son, St. Lawrence and Franklin 
counties took part . 

75 Years Ago 
Steamships were leaving daily, 

except Sunday, from Ogdensburg 
bound for Chicago and Milwaukee. 
Passengers were carried through 
without changing boats. 

Furni ture store ads included 
pictures of coffins. 

A news item extolled the bea­
uties of Aliens Falls on the St. 
Regis River in Parishville a s one 
of the most pleasant picnic beauty 
spots in Northern New York. 

Assistant federal marshals were 
taking the federal census. (I t 
started June 1, 1870.) 

The Coui'ier carried, every week, 
a two column article, headed by a discussed the need for keeping 
picture of the school and a list of order, but a t the same time noted 
the faculty, on "State Normal .ind tha t teaching iras important too 
Training School, Potsdam, N. Y." and that one task should not ex-
The article for this week was de- elude the successful performance 

voted to discipline, and the wri ter of the other. 

ward the Trenton Fund, 
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Roekwood 

and children visited her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Newton Sun­
day. 

Eugene Hicks and son, Clayton 
and wife, were Sunday afternoon 
visitors a t Jesse Bronson's. 

Mrs. Henrietta LaFleur, Mrs. 
Agnes Williams and children visit­
ed Mrs. Ruth Addison of Massena 
Friday. 

The Ladies' Community Circle 
will hold their silver tea at the 
home of Mrs. Janette Dnud Wed­
nesday afternoon, June 6th. Ladies 
bring covered dish and sand­
wiches. 

The annual meeting of the West 
Stockholm Cemetery Association 
was held Tuesday evening at the 
school house at 7:30 p. m. 

Mr. B. R. Foster and Myron 
called on Mrs. Lilla Greene in 
Winthrop Friday evening. 

Mrs. Katherine Tupper return­
ed to Mrs. Ethel Simonds, Sunday, 
May 27, af ter visiting friends in 
Buckton and Winthrop a few 
weeks. 

Mr, and Mrs. Darby Cook en­
tertained their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hayden Cook a few days re­
cently. 

Charles Kenyon of Potsdam 
spent Decoration Day a t the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Milan Richards. 

Miss Ella Richards was home 
for Decoration Day with her par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Milan Richards. 

The 1945 summer session a t the 
Potsdam State Teachers College 
will get under way July 2 and con­
tinue until Friday, August 10, it 
was announced a t the office of 
President Clarence O. Lehman. 

Special features in this year's 
summer session a r e two two-week 
courses: one an intensive seminar 
in "Radio and t h e School," the 
other a course in current elemen­
tary school practices and subject 
areas. The radio course is under 
the direction of Mr. Robert F. 
Doubleday of Radio Station WFBL. 
Syracuse, and will include discus­
sion, demonstration and research 
designed for teachers interested in 
the use of radio as a means of im­
proving instruction. The course 
will afford opportunity to its mem­
bers for enlarging their know­
ledge of radio techniques and ed­
ucational programs. 

Offer intensive course 
The study of current elementary 

school practice will be directed by 
Miss Ellen Anderson of the edu­
cation department of the State 
Teachers College. Offered parti­
cularly for teachers holding emer­
gency certificates and former nor­
mal school graduates, this course 
serves to acquaint teachers with 
present-day teaching practices in 
the elementary schools. Both two 
week courses will begin July 2 and 
continue through J u l y 13. 

A variety of subjects will be of­
fered for the six-week session to 
meet the needs of teachers in ser­
vice and for normal school gradu­
ates of two or three year courses 
both in the elementary teachers 
curriculum and the music super­
visors course of s tudy who wish to 
qualify for the appropriate bac­
calaureate degrees from the tea­
chers college. For these students 
courses a re offered in Art Survey; 
Arts and Crafts for Elementary 
Teachers; Design and Color; Sem­
inar in Elementary Education; 
Modern Drama; Contemporary 
Li terature; Mediterranean Mytho­
logy in Literature; Sociology, 
Physics; The Geography of Peace; 
Contemporary Civilization; Cur­
rent History and Problems; and 
American Histoi'y and Govern­
ment, The Crane Department of 
Music will offer practical courses 
in music literature, conducting, 
music history, harmony, and music 
reading and dictation. 

Accelerates continuing 
In addition to t h e six-week sum­

mer session the college will con­
tinue the eight-week accelerated 
program of study for its regular 
undergraduate students. By taking 
three eight-week summer terms, a 
student can complete the equival­
ent of a regular four-year course 
of study and qualify for the ap­
propriate baccalaureate degree in 
three calendar years . The accel­
erated eiirht-week session will also 
begin on July 2 and' will close on 
August 24. In this session courses 
will be offered in the fields of Eng­
lish, mathematics, history, science, 
music, and health education. 

President Lehman has announc­
ed the following faculty for the 
summer sessions; Dr. F . Roger 
Dunn, director of the session and 
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! William S. Mead, who lias an-
; nouiiced himself as a candidate for 

the Republican nominal inn fur St. 
Lawrence county clerk. 

The text of Mr. Mead's s tate­
ment: 

Having been associated with the 
County Clerk's Office in the Motor 
Vehicle Bureau for over twenty-
years, I feel that I am qualified to 
assume the duties nf County Clerk. 
In these past twenty years I have 
come in contact with the public 
daily and helieve I understand the 
desires of the public to obtain 
prompt, efficient and friendly ser­
vice. The County Clerk's Office in 
St. Lawrence County is a model 
for all offices in the state and rates 
among the fiisl fur efficiency and 
accuracy in the system of preserv­
ing valued records. In my associa­
tion with Welby W. Haile, the 
present County Clerk, this spirit of 
responsibility and service has heeu 
uppermost in mv endeavors in 
each task, no mat ter how small or 
how large. 

I was born December 15, 1901 
in Fairview, New Jersey and came 
to Morristown, N. Y., when at the 
age of two years. In 1914 I moved 
to Canton and have resided here 
since that date. My education 
was obtained in the schools at 
Morristown and Canton. Entering 
the County Clerk's Office in 1925 
I have seen the business of the of­
fice increase with the changing 
times. My parents were the late 
Charles W. Mead and Lena M. 
(EarlI Mead, both natives nf St. 
Lawrence County. My aunt the 
late Nettie Olinstead was for years 
the County Commissioner of Pub­
lic Welfare. I married August 6, 
lf'2S Maxine Courser of Ogdens­
burg and our familv now consists 
of two children, Roherl and Emily 
Mead. 

I am fully aware of the great 
responsibility of this office with 
the necessity that records and pa-
pers 'be preserved carefully and ac­
curately for future generations and 
am also conscious of the fact that 
the County Clerk is the servant of 
the people and as such is duty 
bound to give good sen'ice and do 
so with a smile. 

Tf nominated and elected to the 
office of County Clerk I promise 
tha t no stone will remain unturned 
and every effort will be made to 
keep this important office on the 
same higti level as it has been 
maintained under the very able 
overseership of Welby W. Haile. 

Pilots Cleared 
Of Low Flying 
Charge In Court 

Two flying instructors who were 
charged with low flying over Pots­
dam village May 7 in an impromp­
tu V-E aerial celebration were 
cleared in Potsdam Tuesday after­
noon in Justice of the Peace Ver-
ner M. Ingram's court when a 
jury found one no t guilty and 
charges against the other were 
dismissed on motion of counsel. 
May 7 was unofficial V-E day; 
May 8 official V-E day. 

Samuel J. MacMillan. flying in­
structor at the Ogdensburg air­
por t was found not guilty by a 
jury. On motion of counsel for the 
two, Allen L. Gurley, charges 
against the other defendant, Ever­
ett E. Peckham. instructor a t the 
Potsdam airfield, were dijpiiS3ed 
with the consent of Assistai Dis­
trict Attorney Charles E. Bowers, 
who handled the prosecution. 

The defense at the trial claim­
ed no one actually knew how high 
the two men had flown their planes 
over the village on the afternoon 
of May 7, and advanced proof of 
the good character and record of 
the men. The pilots were charged 
with a violation of the state law 
which forbids pilots to fly planes 
lower than 1,0110 feet over congest­
ed areas. 

During the trial a four-eng'med 
bomber circled the village ten 
times and the roar of the power­
ful motors was heard in the court­
room. It is believed that the plane 
was flown by a local resident, who 
may have been giving his family 
an aerial salute. 

College Will Re-open 
For Fall Session Sept. 12 
The official days set aside for 

registration next fall are Monday 
and Tuesday, September 10 and 
11. Instruction will begin Wed­
nesday, September 12. 


