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Honoring Our Mother and the Three Sisters: ~
ATFE Supports Sustainable Agriculture in Akwesasne

This Saturday, May 13th,

the Akwesasne Task Force on the
Environment (ATFE) will be
holding their annual seed and
tree giveaway starting at 9am in
2 locations: at Tsionkwanati:io
(the Hamilton Estate Cultural
Center) on Route 37 and at the
Kawenoke Center on Cornwall
Island. For several years, ATFE
has worked closely with Marita
Skidders of MCA’s Agriculture
Program, to promote organic gar-
dening practices in the communi-

- ty. In addition to the yearly veg-

etable seed, plant and tree give
away, ATFE and Marita have
sponsored workshops on corn

washing, canning and prepara-
tion of traditional Mohawk
foods.

For the first time, ATFE is
packaging traditional
Haudenosaunee varieties of
beans, corn and squash. ATFE
has worked with a Community
Garden group which has grown
out varieties of Haudenosaunee
seeds in their gardens next to the
Mohawk Nation Longhouse.
This group has worked to estab-
lish a seed bank for rare
Haudenosaunee seeds. At this
time, only one variety of bean,
Kana ‘tahrokhon: ‘we Osahe’ta
[the Cornbread bean, also known
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as the valentine bean] has been
grown in sufficient quantity to be
given away. Over 22 varieties of
Haudenosaunee beans have been
identified by this group and will
be grown out in the future.
Several varieties of
Haudenosaunee corn (white, red,
blue and black sweet corn) will
be made available this year, as
well as one variety of
Haudenosaunee squash (Boston
Marrow) and one variety of
Haudenosaunee pumpkin
(Connecticut Field).

Other plants will be avail-
able, in addition to the vegetable
seeds, including a very limited
variety of hardwood trees.
Displays are also planned and lit-
erature on gardening will be
available to all those who attend.
For more information about this

‘and other ATFE projects, contact

Dave Arquette at 518-358-9513.

The following varieties of
vegetables seeds will be given
away. All are organically grown,
open-pollinated seeds which
means that the means that the
seeds are not hybrids (crosses),
are true to type (will produce
plants like their parents) and can
be saved.

Pumpkin (C.

O’rhotsheri - Green Bean
(Variety: Provider)
Yellow Wax Bean

(Variety: Buttercrisp)
Onekwentara Nikasahe’to:ten -
Red Kiﬁney Bean
Kara:ken Nikasahe’
White Navy Bean
Kana’tahrokhon:we Osahe’ta -
Cornbread (Valentine) Bean
(Haudenosaunee variety)
Teionenhstatsikhe:take - Yellow
Sweet Corn (Variety: Everly)

to:ten -

Yellow Sweet Corn
(Variety: Bodacious) |
Black Sweet Corn

(Haudenosaunee Variety)
Oron:ia ni Kanastoten - Blue
Corn (Haudenosaunee Variety)
Onekwenhtara ni Kanastoten -
Mohawk Red Corn
(Haudenosaunee Variety)
Onekwa - Sweet Pea (Variety:
Lincoln) ‘

Snow Pea (Variety:
Mammoth Melting Sugar)
Ti:kokon - Pickling Cucumber
(Variety: National)

Slicing Cucumber
(Variety: Marketmore 76)
Onon’onsera - Zucchini Summer
Squash (Variety: Cocozelle). '

Bush Buttercup Winter
Squash (C. Maxima)

Boston Marrow Squash
(C. Maxima) (Haudenosaunee
Variety)

Onon’onsera’ko:wa - Baby Pam
Pie Pumpkin (C. Pepo)

Connecticut Field
Pepo)
(Haudenosainee Variety)
Otsi:nekwar nikatsihko:ten -
Carrot (Variety: Scarlet Nantes)

Carrot (Variety: Red
Cored Chantenay) |
Onekwentara Nikatsikoten - Beet
(Variety: Early Wonder Tall Top)
Otsihkwa’kowa - Rutabaga
(Laurentian Rutabaga)




