
Rev i va l continued
Bridge cooperated with the
Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs
and honored the condolence cere-
mony by allowing the Chiefs and
their families through toll-free. As
well, it was delightful to see the
greetings to the visitors in the form
of a banner from the Seaway
International Bridge Corporation.

On Saturday, everyone awoke to
a light drizzle. People started
making their way to the Mohawk
Nation Longhouse for a breakfast
meal. The cooks from Akwesasne
did an excellent job dishing out
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage,
ham, fried corn and oatmeal.

With the drizzle, parking became
a task for the men patiently direct-

ing and redirecting traffic. A few
times a car would have to be
pushed out. After a few hours, the
parking areas were full and cars
were directed to the Oionkwaonwe
parking lot where Noonie had
given prior permission to park.
The men are to be commended for
their perserverance and smiling
faces. Mike Francis did the initial
organizing for the helpers and
arranged for the walkie talkies so
there wasn't any confusion when
deliveries had to be made.

Waiting for the ceremony to
start, the crowd was in great spir-
its. Relatives and friends from
Haudenosaunee Territory were
welcomed and made comfortable.

A Cayuga woman commented how
nice and hospitable the hosts at the
Younger Brothers tent were. This
happened to be Kawennahare and
her helpers.

Time for the condolence.
A ceremonial fire was already in

place at the Wood's Edge near the
Mohawk Nation Longhouse at the
sight of the Elder Brother's place.
Then it began. Sometime after
noon, a runner brought news of the
approaching Younger Brothers.
All people from the Elder
Brother's side gathered west of the
fire to meet the Younger Brother's.
You could hear the chant of the Hai
Hai from way back. The trees,
birds and wind carried the song

over to the Mohawk Nation
Longhouse. As if on command,
the clouds broke and a warmth
came over the land. As soon as
the Younger Brothers were seen,
the minds of the people were lifted
and our Elder Brother, the sun,
showed his strength to dissipate
the clouds.

It was a magnificent sight. Two
men in traditional buckskin, led
the procession and met two men
from the Elder Brothers side across
the fire. Poised and erect with
their condolence canes, it was an
event that made the
Haudenosaunee proud. Here we
are, 1000 years later, carrying on
this ancient ceremony in our origi-
nal languages.

By the time the Younger Brothers
procession reached the Elder
Brothers, the Sun was in full
strength. We were awed by its
power and content with the knowl-
edge that our Elder Brother the
Sun had given its complete
approval.

With the Sun's rays upon us, the
Wood's Edge ceremony was com-
pleted in its magnificance and as
intended under the
Kaianereserakowa: One side of
the house condoling the other side.
Three strings of wampum were
passed from one side to the other.
With its acceptance, the two sides
entered their respective doors.

The Hai Hai continued for some
time in the Mohawk Nation
Longhouse. After the proper songs
were sung and the proper words
were given, the Title family under
Arenhe'kowa was stood up by the
speaker from Onondaga. The
introductions were made to the
Younger Brothers and the Chiefs
smoked their pipes to sanction the
family.

Feast food was dished out in
great quantities. Many changed
and came back for the social that
went until midnight.

Many can rest a little easier. The
support from Akwesasne organiza-
tions, from sister communities,
from the clans within the Mohawk
Nation were intensely involved to
make sure this condolence was put
through. The ceremony had a pos-
itive outcome. A Mohawk Nation
Roiane has been raised and more
titles will follow.

Elder brothers answering the HaiHai. Sketch by Dave Fadden
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