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A Haudenosaunee/Mohawk Nation Condolence
By Joyce Mitchell

The last condolence to
raise a Mohawk Roiane
happened in 1958.
Proceeding Since then,
there were many
Mohawk titles that were
duplicated in different
communities. The
Mohawk Nation
Council of Chiefs
addressed the duplica-
tion. They decided to
work on the process to
ensure the next condo-
lence ceremony would
be held the correct way.
Grand Council also
agreed with this process
and re-affirmed their
committment to unite
the 50 Chiefs within the
Confederacy.

After an Elder
Brother's meeting, one
title was forwarded to
the Younger Brothers.
The Younger Brothers
accepted the title and
put May 6 as the date
of the condolence.

lakoiane-Kawisenhawe/Elizabeth Hopps; Roiane-Tekanatsiasera/Brian SWdcters; Raterontanonha-lothore/
Howard Thompson; Kaieriniioriwake-Kahionhate/Stanley Jacobs and Kawisienne/Margaret Laffin

Preparations were made to acco- fixed. Three tents were put up at
modate the huge number of peo- the Mohawk Nation Longhouse.

The Mohawk Nation foresaw pie> The floors w e r e waxed, rail- As well, one tent was erected at the
that this historical event would mgS pUt up on the decks, new gathering place'for the Younger
attract crowd never seen before, stairs were made and the road was Brothers. Picnic tables, chairs,

port-a-johns and
ground preparation
were put in place on
Friday.
An outside cooking
pit was the exclu-
sive work of the
men. Here they
rigged a pulley to
move the cast iron
pot in and out of the
fire. The bison
meat, venison,
moose meat and
beef made their way
through the pit. In
turn, vats of meat,
containers fried
bread, corn bread,
baked bread and
stock pots of corn
soup were waiting
for the completion
of the condolence
ceremony.

Visiting dele-
gates were given
passage through

the toll booth. The administration
and staff of the Three Nations

See Revival on page 5

Gov. Pataki
Tables Monticello

Casino Plan
by Neil Drew

Much has happened in the seven
days since you picked up your last edi-
tion of Indian Time to read the latest On
the proposed Mohawk Casino in the
Catskills.

A week ago, New York
Governor George Pataki was saying that
the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council's
decision to switch development compa-
nies and casino sites downstate had him
confused. He couldn't understand why
the tribe would want to do a thing like
that when success for the Monticello pro-
ject was so close you could almost smell
the fresh greenbacks and hear the 'ching-
cha-chinging' of the gaming machines.

This week, Pataki was beyond
the 'confused' stage. Subliminally, one
could almost envision the Governor
throwing up his arms in frustration.
Outwardly, he seemed to. be remaining
calm. But in the press office in the state
capital at Albany, a spokesman was
putting the cards on the table on the
Governor's behalf.

Michael McKeon seemed to be
reflecting Pataki's mood when he said,
"We don't think it's appropriate to move
forward until we get clarification as to

See Monticello on page 3

Condolence Affirms Haudenosaunee Survival

by Doug
George
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There are those who may
believe the Haudenosaunee are
in a state of decline, that the old
ways are being fast eclipsed by
|iew values, ones which are
based on the culture of con-
sumerism*

The critics of the traditional
"Jrpquois philosophies, politics,
imorals and spirituality say those
values and rules are out of date
land unpractical. In today's world-
Individual initiative, cutthroat
!||ompetitiveness and material
! wealth have become the beacon
which draws the human spirit to
;the flame; there is no place for
fJiumility, patience, simplicity or
I a^fiaic^rititais: wJiMifctnd a peo-
p e to a nature iri a world which

is being radically shaped to fit
exclusively human designs.

As the Haudenosaunee travel
about the planet they have seen
indigenous societies submerged
beneath Euro-American ideals to
the point where they leave the
land and no longer adhere to their
ancestral teachings.

The Haudenosaunee are by no
means immune form the tempta-
tions of the modern world and it
is sad, but true, that many of the
People of the Longhouse, partic-
ularly those born after WWII, no
longer can speak to their grand-
parents in the Iroquois language.

Yet since time immemorial the
Haudenosaunee have sustained
their traditional ways against
great odds. Despite* some loss of
language among the younger
generation, people still gather at
the longhouse to conduct elabo-
rate ceremonies to give thanks to
the earth, the rotiiane and clan-
mothers continue to meet in
council to debate issues of col-
lective concern, and every so
often the Haudenosaunee gather

as a unified people to install new
leaders in a manner, and in the
Iroquois language, which would
have been understood and appre~;:
ciated by Skennenrahawi, the
founder of the Confederacy.

On May 6 of this year 3,000
Haudenosaunee citizens trav-
elled to Akwesasne, the capital!
(or central fire) of the Mohawk
Nation to witness the 'raising' of
a rotiiane (traditional chief)
using the exact words, songs and
rituals as ^aught by;
Skennenrahawi long ago.

The Mohawks had last hosted
this ceremony in 1963 which"
made the May event of great
nificance to those who had
seen it before. The actual selec-
tion of a rotiiane is a long process
invoivirig families, clans and; all
Iroquois nations* :.. .•.^•^^•MrA

- One. .who;: "-is ••c^seail^^^a' '
leader;insist meet;:;sSdt-Criteria-;
before tfiey are;;
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