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Lawrence C "Tickets" Oakes
Lawrence C. "Tickets" Oakes, age 66 of St. Regis, Quebec died on Saturday, April 29, 2000 at the Hotel
Dieu Hospital in Cornwall, Ontario.
Tickets' was born on June 21, 1933 in St. Regis, Quebec, the son of the late Angus Oakes and Mary
(Porke) Oakes.
He is survived by his wife Helen, two sons: Gerald Oakes and Louie Oakes of St. Regis, Que, four daugh-
ters: Lucy and Joseph Lazore of Snye, Que., Iris and Valintine Yanez of Pittsburgh, New York, Geraldine
and Rick McGilvary of Las Vegas, Nevada and Patricia Oakes of St. Regis. Lawrence is also survived by
two brothers: John Oakes of St. Regis, Quebec and Levi Oakes of Snye, Quebec. Also 12 grandchildren,
one great grandchild and many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by two sons: Lawrence C. Oakes
Jr. on April 19, 1980 and Michael T. Oakes on January 22, 1990, a granddaughter Fawn L. Davis on
January 21, 1985, a sister Margaret Pyke, on June 7, 1993 and a brother Sam Oakes on August 14, 1979.
He married Helen Lyons on September 4, 1954 at the St. Regis Catholic Church by Rev. Michael Jacobs.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Wednesday, May 3, 2000 at the St. Regis Catholic Church,
St. Regis, Quebec by Rev. George Belgarde S.J. Burial in the St. Lawrence Cemetery, St. Regis, Quebec.
Lawrence was an Ironworker, Local #440, Utica, New York. He attended schools or} the reservation and
enjoyed the casino's.
Arrangements by Donaldson Funeral Home, Massena, New York.
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deal with Park Place Entertainment.
Tarbell repeated a statement

he made a week earlier when he sug-
gested the fastest way for Tribal
members to cancel out the recent con-
tractual arrangement between the
Council and Park Place
Entertainment will come when the
Tribal elections are held in June.

And, said Tarbell, he'll run
for higher office next month. He
plans to be on the ballot. "The com-
munity has to get involved in this. It's
too big a deal to just sit back."

It was learned this week that
it is Tarbell, along with 28 other dis-
senting Akwesasne Mohawks, who
filed a $12 billion class-action lawsuit
at the end of April against Park Place,
its chief executive Arthur Goldberg
and chief counsel Clive Cummis.
The suit accuses Park Place of inter-
fering with the tribe's earlier deal
with Catskill Development.

The newest Catskill casino
site proposed Monday by Park Place
is the famous Kutsher's Resort Hotel
and Country Club in the Town of
Thompson. Park Place acquired the
option to purchase the 1,400-acre
Kutsher tract and entered a definitive
agreement to buy 50 acres of land that
would be transferred in trust to the St.
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council.

On that 50-acre site, Park
Place would be expected to build a
casino for the
Mohawks and operate it for seven

years.
Rowena General, a spokes-

woman for the Tribal Council, says
the agreement with Park Place,
signed secretly on April 14, included
the $3 million loan to the Tribal
Council to shore up its faltering
Akwesasne Mohawk Casino at
Hogansburg and 70 percent of future
casino profits in exchange for exclu-
sive rights to Park Entertainment to
develop and manage future Mohawk
casinos in New York State. But, said
General, the latest deal did not
include the Kutsher property.

She said a concrete location
was not specified in the contract and
that the Council is "still under discus-
sions" with both Catskill
Development and Park Place.

"It's too preliminary to
release any information at this point,"
said General.

Lloyd Kaplan, a spokesman
for Catskill Development, declined to
comment on the status of his compa-
ny's deal with the Mohawks in light
of the Tribal. Council's new agree-
ment with Park Place. But he added
that the company is continuing to
"explore all our options" for develop-

ing a casino on the Monticello race-
way site.

Meanwhile, New . York
Governor George Pataki admits the
new compact between Park Place and
the Tribal Council is "very confus-
ing".

The Governor went on to say,
"We need clarification before we can
take any further steps at this point."
And, warned Pataki, "The entire fed-
eral process will have to be done over
again. That's what appears to be the
case."

What does the state's chief
executive mean by that? Under the
newest agreement between Park and
the Chiefs, any new plan will have to
start from scratch and go through a
whole new approval process with the
feds. That could delay a Mohawk
Casino in the Catskills for up to five
years.

Seeming to back up the
Governor's statement was Stephanie
Hanna, a spokeswoman for the U.S.
Department of Interior. She said that
since federal approval was granted
only for the Monticello Raceway
property, any new agreement on land
outside that property would have to
go through a separate federal review
process.

Hanna said there is "no way
to know" how long the department
would take to review a new applica-
tion. ,

Raymond Pomeroy, chair-
man of the Sullivan County
Legislature said a federal review
process of the Kutsher Resort
Property would take anywhere
between three to five years, as did the
Monticello Raceway protocol. In that
period, said Pomeroy, the "legislative
climate in Albany and Washington
could be dramatically changed."

SaicJ Pomeroy, ominously,
"There's a window of opportunity to
get this casino done at the Monticello
Raceway. By starting the process all
over again, that window is shut."

Pomeroy says he has cau-
tioned the St. Regis Mohawks that
Sullivan County will be "reviewing"
options "with other tribes" if the
Mohawk-Park Place Entertainment
consortium decides on a location

other than Monticello Raceway.

Town of Thompson Supervisor
Anthony Cellini told the Associated
Press the new deal between the St.
Regis Mohawks and Park Place
Entertainment is unfair fdr residents
who have waited for nearly five years
to get approval for the Monticello
Raceway project.

"It's not fair to the residents,"
said Cellini, "to put them on the roller

coaster ride they've already been
through."

Meanwhile, Arthur Goldberg,
Chief Executive Officer of Park Place
Entertainment, clarified the deal this
week between his company anci the
Tribal Council. He said part of the
arrangement calls for the gaming
company to pay the St. Regis
Mohawks a $3 million loan. If the
Mohawks cannot carry the casino
plan forward, said Goldberg, they
would be required to pay back the
money.

Park Place Entertainment,
owner of 28 casinos, plans a 160,000-
square-foot Mohawk casino at
Kutsher's Resort Hotel with up to
2,000 guest roomsl It would also
include several gourmet and themed
restaurants, 50,000 square feet of
retail space, up to 100,000 square feet
of convention and meeting space, a
1,500-seat theater and a champi-
onship golf course.

CEO Goldberg is quoted as
saying earlier this week that, "Park
Place is the right choice (by St. Regis
Mohawks) to help develop this
resort."

But there are many who dis-
agree.

Critics have accused Park
Place of trying to derail plans for any
Mohawk casino in the Catskills in
order to avoid competition for its
gambling properties in Atlantic City,
New Jersey. And one Wall Street ana-
lyst went as far as to guess last week
that Park Place Entertainment may be
a wolf in sheep's clothing. He opined
there was a good chance Park Place
Entertainment intervened in the
Monticello Raceway plan to keep the
proposal on ice, incomplete and in
limbo.
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