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Author: Mohawks, Other Tribes Should
Assimilate Into Outside Societies

By Neil Drew
There is a new book on the market that will undoubtedly enrage many residents of
Akwesasne and natives living elsewhere throughout North America, especially the
many who are educated, prosperous and self-sufficient.

Called "First Nations? Second Thoughts", the new edition should be thumping
through the bindery during this final week in April and ready for sale just about as
quickly.

Written by Tom Flanagan, a professor at the University of Calgary, the scholastic
work argues that most native reserves are caught in a classic welfare trap, where the
steady flow of public money saps individual incentive and perpetuates poverty.
And, says Flanagan, a political scientist, "Call it assimilation, call it integration, call
it adaptation, call it whatever you want: it has to happen."

Doug George, the former editor of Akwesasne Notes, speaking from his home at
Oneida, can barely disguise his repugnance. "Those who advocate the total assim-
ilation of indigenous peoples into the North American mainstream are assuming
(once again) the inherent superiority of European based society.

This is hardly knew but has been the basis of U.S. government policy at various
times."

The author, Flanagan, claims that reservation Natives are caught in what he calls,
"...a classic welfare trap, where the steady flow of public money saps individual
incentive and perpetuates poverty." And because of poverty on most reservations,
four of every 10 natives have already left Native communities to make more pros-
perous lives in cities and towns elsewhere.

The rest should follow, advises Flanagan.
Referring specifically to Canadian reserves, he suggests that the natural process of

assimilation into the general population is being discouraged by Ottawa which is,
"...flooding reserves with money, enticing people back, enticing people to stay and
weakening their resolve to participate in Canadian society."
And, in a scenario some might equate to existent problems at Akwesasne where

unemployment rates hover between 35 and 40* percent, Flanagan states, "As long
as reserves are small, impoverished, overgoverned, and supported by external
money, they (the reserves) will be prey to factionalism, nepotism and waste."
Flanagan, in his provocative new book, recommends, as partial solutions, the intro-

duction of taxation on reserves to give tribal members a stake in their own govern-
ments; the promotion of individual property rights, such as home ownership; a
broader dispensation of power away from band councils and the encouragement of
policies that would result in the assimilation of Natives into the more dominant pop-
ulations of North America.

Well known Mohawk artist John Fadden chuckles at those suggestions. Said the
Onchiota resident, "Taxation would go over like the proverbial 'lead balloon' at
Akwesasne. Non-taxation is a symbol of the fact that the land (St. Regis Mohawk
Reservation) is not part of the United States nor Canada." Not only that, says
Fadden, "the idea of home ownership already exists at Akwesasne and on most
Iroquois reserves."

Why assimilation? Because, as Professor Flanagan points out, "...it's the only way
that they're (Natives) going to be able to find a decent life."

Fadden bristles at the sound of it. "Assimilation...that's a word for a gentler geno-
cide. Nobody dies except the culture. That's a rather limited view of solving prob-
lems...lose one's culture and identity, move to the city and pay taxes. In a word,
bleep." As to the other recommendations made by Flanagan regarding social
restructuring, Fadden says, "any needed change wiH come from within, not from a
so-called "expert" hovering around the academic halls of some university in an
urban setting miles and light-years away from the Native experience."

In an interview with the Ottawa Citizen, Flanagan accused an elitist group of gov-
ernment and native officials, lawyers and academics of "singing from the same
hymn book" to further entrench the misery of the people they are supposed to help.
"I think the arguments are wrong to attribute special rights to people because their
ancestors were here first."

Flanagan told the Ottawa newspaper that "prior occupancy" does not create "some
kind of perpetual title to land. The history of the human race is of different groups
moving in on each other."

Unemployment Figures. Source: New York Times, April 22, 2000

Akwesasne Mohawk Police
WARRANTS - On April 20,2000 around 11:30 p.m., the Akwesasne
Mohawk Police arrested Ronald Mitchell, 43, of Snye, Quebec on
outstanding warrants of committal. The warrants were for unpaid
fines. Suspect was transported to Valleyfield jail.
DOMESTIC - On April 23, 2000 at around 1:41 a.m., Akwesasne
Mohawk Police received a call for police to attend a residence on the
east end of Cornwall Island. A 45 year old female was slapped and
pushed against a wall by a 51 year old male person. The male person
was arrested and charged with assault. The accused was remanded
into custody until April 25, 2000 for a bail hearing. (No names are
released to protect the identity of the victim.)
ALIENS - On April 20,2000, around 3:00 p.m., Akwesasne Mohawk
Police received an anonymous call of aliens walking on Chapman
Road in Snye. With the assistance of Tribal Police, Mohawk Police
picked up seven aliens near the U.S. border. The aliens were trans-
ported to Canada Customs and turned over to Immigration.

Sunrise Dakery
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Rip-Of f continued
Smoke. Also signing the secret compact
were sub-chiefs John Bigtree, Harry
Benedict and Rick Terrance.

"First of all," explained Tarbell,
"the authority to enter that contract can
only come from elected individuals of

our tribe. And these individuals are not
elected members of our tribe. These peo-
ple are self-appointed...they were self-
appointed a year ago...and I don't care
what the government says...they're still
not elected. That's number one:"

Tarbell continued, "Number
two is...they (the chiefs) have essentially
given away the rights to a development
authority (Park Place Entertainment) that
is not theirs to give away."

Asked what could be done to
reverse the effects'of the- secret contract,
the former chief suggested the chiefs,
"...can always go backand rescind it (the
contract). They can rescind whatever the
hell they did."-But, absent that, said
Tarbell, the whole matter will end up in a
courtroom sometime s6on.

When asked why the' Tribal
Council appeared to be so anxious to sign
an agreement with Park Place
Entertainment, Tarbell said the chiefs are
"...just looking for an out for this casino
(Akwesasne Mohawk Casino) which
they just assumed control of. And, this,
was a couple of easy bucks...somebpdy
threw some money at 'em and they
caught it."

"Let me ask you something,"
questioned Tarbell of this reporter,
"There's^ a potential $100 million project
down the road that we have been work-
ing on for upwards of five years. We have
no monetary investment in it
(Monticello). Only the people that have
been working with us diligently for five
years (Catskill Development Group), as
our partners, have put money into this.
Isn't that a pretty good arrangement?
Sure it is."

An agitated Tarbell continued,
"All of a sudden, you can see the pot at
the end of the rainbow, and somebody
gives you $3 million for it? And...that $3
million is only a loan? A bank will give
you a loan!"

"Why would you sign away one
of the most lucrative contracts in gaming
history for $3 million bucks?" he sighed.
"I don't think) these people (Tribal
Council) have both oars in the water?"

The former chief said damage
control is an immediate priority. "We've,
gotta' go back and mend the fences with
Catskill Development. We would like to
talk to them and make sure they under-
stand this is not the will of all of the
Mohawk people. That's obvious..." said a
disgusted Tarbell. "All the Mohawk peo-
ple are not standing behind this. That's
why they (the chiefs) made the secret
agreement. They didn't make it in public.
They did it behind closed doors."

Another former chief, Barbara
Lazore, agrees with Tarbell. She says,
"I'm.hoping the Tribal Council reconsid-
ers what they've done. I'm hoping
they'll leave this project alone," .

Mrs. Lazore spoke, of local,
hopes for the future, "We have young
men in the community already getting
ready...their talking about the construc-
tion jobs that would be starting with this
(Monticello) project and they're looking
forward to going to work there." The
Monticello deal "is that close" to becom-
ing reality. "We could be possibly start-
ing construction this. fall,, if not sooner."
The whole project js "sitting on Pataki's
desk right now and the state is doing
what it has to do."

Speaking in hushed tones, Mrs.
Lazore explained, "A lot of people who
didn't want gaming here were looking
forward to this because it's (Monticello)
not here on the reservation. And they
realize that being 90 miles from New
York City...that it's going to reap a lot of
benefits for us."

The Tribal Council's contract
with Park Place Entertainment is not
good for the people, she says. "It's heart-
breaking is what it is...for the communi-
ty."

And Barbara Lazore repeats
what she has already said, more to herself
than to anyone else, "I'm hoping the
Tribal Council reconsiders what they've
done."
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