
IOHIAKSTENHA:
THE AKWESASNE FRUIT TREE MILLENNIUM PROJECT

In the 1800's, Akwesasne was
well known for its fanning meth-
ods. Apple orchards were an
important component of these
early farms. Akwesasronon
found that apple trees grew very
well on the Islands and lands
along the St. Lawrence River.
Apples that were grown here
were a welcomed treat for chil-
dren and adults alike and were
marketable in the early barter
economy of our people.
Today, as we walk on the Islands
within our territory, we see that
some of the old apple trees that
our ancestors planted still exist
today. Some people still have
them in their yards. These trees
are remnants of some of the very
old varieties of apple trees such
as Macintosh and Russet. Some
were known as winter apples,
canning, cooking or sauce
apples. They were also known by
their Mohawk names such as
sewahiowane' on:we. Each one
had a particular taste and its own
special purpose. Unfortunately, a
lot of the old varieties are gone
and their names have been lost.
The Akwesasne ~Fruit Tree

Millennium Project or
Iohiakstenha (meaning apples
that are ancient or part of our
heritage) is a project that tries to
preserve some of the old vari-
eties of fruit trees still found in
Akwesasne. These trees are very
important to us. We know that
they can resist diseases and the
harsh climate in this region since
they have survived for 100's of
years.
Iohiakstenha is a program that
started in the spring of 1999. We
began by going out into the com-
munity and pruning some of the
old varieties of apple trees at
locations where people told us
they still existed. We found some
old trees at Jimmy Thompson' s
residence on Cornwall Island
and on St. Regis Island. While
we were pruning the apple trees,
we collected scion wood (the last
year's growth from a tree; pro-
nounce liked the word "sign")
before the trees budded. Scion
wood can be grafted onto a root
stock to produce apple trees that
will take on the same character-
istics as the big old apple trees
that we collected it from. By col-

lecting scion wood and grafting
it, we are able to preserve the old
apple trees that existed here at
Akwesasne and keep them grow-
ing for future generations.
In May of 1999, we held a tree
grafting workshop here in
Akwesasne. Several people from
the community attend the work-
shop and working together, we
were able to graft about 540
trees. People who attended even
got to take some home with them
and plant them around their
houses. In the Fall of 1999, we
found that 125 of the 540 trees
had successfully been grafted.
Those trees have survived the
winter will be given away in the
spring of 2000.
On Saturday morning, April
22, 2000, we w}ll be having
another tree grafting workshop at
the former Kawenoke Restaurant
(across from Alex Skidders on
Cornwall Island). This workshop
will help us to preserve the old
varieties of apple trees here in
Akwesasne. The instructor for
this day will be Donald O'Shea,
who has been working with the
Akwesasne Task Force on the
Environment for quite a few
years now, helping community

members take better care of their
fruit trees. Another workshop
will be held on Saturday, April
29, 2000 at the same location.
The instructors for this tree graft-
ing workshop will be Roger and
Peggy Thompson from Cornwall
Island. Peggy and Roger know
quite a bit about trees is the area.
Other objectives of the
Iohiakstenha project for this year
include doing a survey of the old
fruit trees that still exist here at
Akwesasne; and learning more
about the varieties of fruit trees
that were planted here long ago.
If you are interested in learning
more about tree grafting, if you
have an old fruit tree that you
would like to bring back to life
and preserve or if have some
knowledge about the old vari-
eties of fruit trees that were
planted here long ago, please
contact Marita Skidders at 613-
932-9768 or Dave Arquette at
518-358-9513.
Remember, if you want to pre-
serve a tree into the next millen-
nium, please sign up for one of
the tree grafting workshops. The
class is limited to 10 students for
each session.
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