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Heroism at
Akwesasne;
Two Saved
From Fire

by Neil Drew
As true stories go, this is one of
quick action and heroism.
The day, Tuesday; the time, 9:33
a.m.; the place, Hogansburg; the
situation, fire engulfing the home
of 29 year old Alex Garrow on the
Rooseveltown Road.
Shortly after smoke and flames
started shooting from the two
story structure, New York State
Trooper David Hart, out of the
Massena barracks, and on patrol,
rushed to the home. And,
moments later, St. Regis Tribal
Police Officer Darin Oakes did the
same.
The officers almost immediately
noticed two separate scenarios.
The owner of the house, Alex
Garrow, was frantically trying to
save his two vehicles parked in
front of the burning structure. But,
what Garrow didn't see, and the
two officers did, was GarroW's 26*
year old wife Casie in the upstairs
window of the burning building.
Mrs. Garrow, who is pregnant,
was holding her 4-year-old daugh-
ter. She was trapped.
The officers tried to enter the resi-
dence but were shoved back by
the fire, heat and smoke which
also blocked exit or entrance to
the home.
With smoke pouring out the
upstairs windows, Mrs. Garrow
managed to make her way onto a
second-floor balcony where the
cops urged her to drop her little
girl into their waiting arms. The
youngster was dropped by the
mother and caught by Darin
Oakes. Trooper Hart then urged
Mrs. Garrow to jump to him from
the balcony. But she hesitated,
worried that she could injure her
four-and-a-half month old unborn
child. Continued pleas to the
trapped woman encouraged her to
make the jump. Her fall was cush-
ioned by the trooper.
Mrs. Garrow was rushed to the
health clinic in Hogansburg for
Observation. Medical personnel
there remain confident that both
mom and the unborn baby made it
through the drama practically
unscathed. As to the 4-year-old
girl; she's going to be just fine.
As to the police officers; 'heroic'
is the word heard most often today
in Hogansburg whep talk turns to
the subject of Darin Oakes and
David Hart.

Emily Tarbell Coordinates Efforts for
Akwesasne Youth/ICWA Preventative Program.

by Joyce Mitchell
Part of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe's Indian
Child Welfare Act program is child prevention.
Emily Tarbell, ICWA Coordinator took on the
challenge and was able to involve various pro-
grams throughout Akwesasne. On Friday,
February 25, two youth workers, 15 pre-teens
and early teens, and Emily set out on a three day
adventure to Kanatsiohareke.
What excitement!
A lot of hard work was involved and started two
weeks before the trip. Parent participation was
the key to the program's success. Using the
local schools at Akwesasne, Ms. Tarbell provid-
ed information' to potential candidates. An
information session was held at a local restau-
rant where Tom Porter provided a talk about the
philosophy of Kanatsiohareke and what the
children could experience. Inserts from Indian
Time newspaper -Special Student Insert- was
handed out as well as permission slips. A
Family Social was also sponsored that night at
the St. Regis Recreation.
Melissa Conners from the Family Support pro-
gram and Micheal Peters from the Group Home
were used as chaperones during the three-day
trip. The vans were provided by the Family
Support Program and sleeping.bags were loaned,
from the Akwesasne Child and Family Services.
Kanatsiohareke Bed and Breakfast provided

See Youth on page 11
Danielle Mitchell on a guided tour around

the corral.

Not All Mohawks
Applaud

Monticello
Casino Plans

by Doug George
Kanentiio

left to right: Duanne Steele, Lisa Brokop and
Tom Jackson
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While resort owners and busi-
ness operators in the Catskills may be
celebrating the Bureau of Indian Affair's
decision to approve the transfer of the
Monticello Race Track to a Mohawk fac-
tion for the -construction of a casino,
many Mohawks, including myself, are
vigorously opposed to the idea.

As one born on the Akwesasne
Mohawk Territory (cited in news reports
as the St. Regis Indian Reservation) I
have watched with alarm as commercial
gambling has torn our people apart.

A decade ago our community
went through a terrible ordeal as we
struggled to close 11 casinos, all of
which were operating in violation of
ancestral Mohawk and US federal laws.
We realized then, as we do now, that
gambling has no place in a community
which does not have the policing powers
or independent judicial system to moni-
tor its activities and insure its fairness.

In 1990 the casino operators

See Cas ino on page 3
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