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Editor
The Meaning of Land: A
Haudenosaunee Perspective
Dear friends and colleagues,
On Friday and Saturday, April 7 and
8, at Syracuse University is the
American Academy of Religion—
Eastern International Region (AAR-
EIR) annual meeting, which I am cur-
rently organizing with a graduate stu-
dent in our department Heath
Atchley* You may be interested in
many of the sessions but I want to
draw your attention to a "Cultural
Event" on Friday, 7 April at 7:30, at
Shemin Auditorium in the Schaffer
Art Building on the SU campus. It is
titled "The Meaning of Land: A
Haudenosaunee Perspective" and will
feature a video presentation of many
elders from the Onondaga Nation

Territory speaking about the signifi-
cance of their land. The occasion of
the initial taping session was a press
conference in which Onondaga filed a
complaint of protest to stop gravel
mining at Tully Lakes, which a sacred
site for the Haudenosaunee. The
elders were speaking about Onondaga
Creek, which runs from Tully Lakes
to Onondaga Lake. The current video,
however, utilizes this original footage
and adds to it other dimensions of the
meaning of land for the Onondaga. It
is being created by Onondaga artists
Zenja Hyde and Dave Hill in collabo-
ration with Paul Pearce of the
Syracuse Peace Council. In addition
to the video there will be other pre-
sentations by Tom Huff, Jeanne
Shenandoah, and Clint Shenandoah.

Following the presentation will be a
desert reception and art show. I think
that it is useful for the Syracuse com-
munity to back up from the con-
tentious issue of "land-claims" and
instead talk about "the meaning of
land" or simply about home. Unlike
the conference this event is free to
interested people so I wanted to be
sure to invite you. Please extend this
invitation to others.
Sincerely,
Philip P. Arnold, Pirector of Graduate
Studies
Department of Religion
501 Hall of Languages
Syracuse University
Syracuse, New York 13244-1170

lllilEflitor
Greetings Community Members,

There has been so much biz buzz
floating around about our two separate
factions of government it is a wonder any
one here in Akwesasne knows or cares
who is in the driver's seat. Each side is
guilty of mud slinging and making poor
choices. Ironically though each faction
feels that they do a perfect job and make
no mistakes. I for one am quite disgusted
at the way these events have unfolded
and that the outside communities think
we are "crazy Indians".

It is also evident that various local
print media has drawn their loyalty lines
and have made them crystal clear in their
mediums. I understand their right to print
their opinions in their newspapers, how-
ever these are being claimed as fact. This
bothers me a great deal as some items in
both newspapers are not always 100%
factual. Last months Tribal meeting was
well attended and many topics were dis-
cussed and many questions answered, I
know because I was there. However the
Ahkwesashsne Tribune would lead you
to believe that the People' s Government
spent most of the meeting calling the
Constitutional Government supporters
tfenrtes: The amusitig fact to this accusa-
tion is that a Constitutional supporter was
the only person I recall calling names or
using inappropriate language*while the
meeting was running.

I respect each person here at
Akwesasne and I also respect their right
to follow any political ideas they find
represent them best. The plain truth of
the matter is following a court decision
the Constitutional Government is not rec-
ognized by any agency other than the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. The BIA is not
the be all end all authority of Akwesasne,
yet they would like to be. I feel as if
Akwesasne has enough rules and regula-
tions forced upon us, why allow the BIA
to rest their authoritative boots on our
necks?

I support the ideas and principles of
the Peoples Government, however they
too are not perfect. This snafu involving
the fuel regulations and who pays and
who does not pay is out of control. I am
disappointed that the Tribal police are not
upholding the People's Government rules
and regulations and that the People's
Government are letting it go. The fact
that one of the largest fuel stations pur-
posely thumbed their nose at the $.04 a
gallon fee to instead pay a non sanc-
tioned governing body, and was allowed
to be refueled without paying any fees or
fines. Incidentally a gas station in previ-
ous years suffered the same fate under
the Constitutional Government and paid
a large fee so that they could resume
operations, now shouldn't the nile be
what is good for the goose is good for the
gander. People were upset that the
Queensway truck was turned around, but

ask yourself isn't it the Tribal police job
to uphold the law of the land. In the
weeks that have followed another fuel
station has announced its intention to pay
the Mohawk Nation House the $.04 per
gallon. The People's government has
opened itself up to a free for all and any
station might as well donate that $.04 to
any cause they see fit. Unless the
People's Government can effectively
enforce their laws and regulations they
look foolish.

All the bickering and back and forth
must come to a halt. I refuse to allow all
of you who think you are infallible to
condemn the Seven Generations follow-
ing you to a Lifetime of cleaning up your
mistakes. This is an open call to the
youth of our community to become
aware and then get involved in the work-
ings of our government. It is up to pur
generation to protect the rights and to
fight the good fight for the sake of those
that will follow us. Do not pass judgment
on the happenings of our present admin-
istration if you are not prepared to help
change things. Remember if you are not
part of the solution you may be part of
the problem. Hope to see more of you on
April 8, 2000 at 10am at the Tribal build-
ing for the monthly meeting.

Best Regards,
signed
Margaret Rourke
Community Member of Akwesasne

Harriet J. "Kaienteres" Adams
Harriet "AGAT" Adams, age 65 of Second Street, St. Regis,
Quebec died on Thursday, April 6, 2000 at the Hotel Dieu
Hospital in Cornwall, Ontario where she had been a patient since
Tuesday.
Harriet was born in St. Regis, Quebec on May 6, 1934, the
daughter of the late Jonas Jacobs and Annie (Thompson) Jacobs.
She married Michael S. "Snooks" Adams on May 2, 1959 at the
St. Regis Catholic Church with Rev. Michael Jacobs officiating.
He died January 18, 1979.
Harriet is survived by a daughter Marion Jacobs of St. Regis,
Quebec, a grandson Michael L. Adams, three sisters; Mary
Oakes, Louise Jacobs and Cecilia Jacobs all of St. Regis, Quebec
and a brother Alfred Jacobs also of St. Regis. Many nieces and
nephews. Predeceased by one sister Louise Jock and five broth-
ers; Mike, Basil, George, Joseph and David (Chuggo) Jacobs.
Harriet attended schools in St. Regis and was employed at the
Lacrosse Stick Factory on Cornwall Island, Ontario. Other
employment included the Spinach Fields in Malone and then the
Warner's Corset Factory in Massena. She was a member of the
Akwesasne C.H.R. Group, a member of the Turtle Clan, Mohawk
Singers at the Mohawk Assembly of God Church and Akwesasne
Seniors C.H.R. Program.
She was a member of the Mohawk Assembly of God in
Hogansburg, New York.
Funeral services will be held at the St. Regis Catholic Church
but, arrangements are incomplete at this time. At the family's
request there will be no visitation.
Donations can be made to the Mohawk Assembly of God
Building Fund or T.B.N.(Trinity Broadcast Network). If you pre-
fer to send flowers, they will be sent to the Church.

March 19,1934
April 8,1999

THE BROKEN CHAIN
We little knew that morn-

ing that God
was going to call your

name.
In life we loved you dearly,
in death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose
you,

you did not go alone;
for part of us went with

you,
the day God called you

home.

You left us peaceful
memories,

your love is still our guide;
and though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken,
and nothing seems the

same;
but as God calls us one by one,
The Chain will link again.

by wife Margaret, children
and grandchildren
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