
ifiiiliFSSB

Volume 18 #14

m The
April 7,2000 Price One dollar

Celebrating 25 Years

Two members of the Mohawk' Security Service were recently recognized by Customs Border
Services for their 25 years of service at Canada Customs on Cornwall Island,
(from left) - Ed Mitchell, Supervisor-Mohawk Security Service, Rod Hart, Chief-Customs
Operations, Recipients: Ray Day and Tom Francis.

Henry Lickers is holding "Haudenosaunee Environmental Restoration: An Indigenous Strategy for
Human Sustainabllity". James Ransom is showing off the new book by HETF, "Words That Come
Before AH Else: Environmental Philosophies of the Haudenosaunee".

among the first comprehensive responses to Agenda 21,
Chapter 26, marking the beginning of the International
Decade for Indigenous Peoples.
The unique structure about HETF is the two co-chairs, one
being a political chair and the other presiding as the scientific
chair. Bojh persons share in the responsibilities of the HETF.
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March 23, 2000, EPA gave official recognition to HETF's
| f i ^Cha i r s and Director, Chief Oreiityonv
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Rights at Risk

by Doug George
Kanentiio

In reviewing New York
State's May 4,1999 land claims settle-
ment offer to the Mohawks of
Akwesasne there was one paragraph
which should be most alarming to
those Haudenosaunee who have vigor-
ously defended the concept of aborigi-
nal rights.

Article 5 of New York's settle-
ment proposal reads as follows:

In accepting the terms of this
settlement proposal, plaintiffs agree
they are settling all claims to land
within the State of New York, includ-
ing all island (sic) in and around the St.
Lawrence River, and the plaintiffs
release the State of New York, its citi-
zens^ inhabitants aiuLany successors in
interest, forever, from. aity rattM't*
land or rights which are not specifical-
ly mentioned in this settlement propos-
al.

According to this provision
New York would not be bound to
respect Iroquois treaties, nor would it
be required to recognize hunting or
fishing rights. Crucial to the Iroquois is
the right to self determination but this
would be voided if the State's propos-
al is accepted. Since no express men-
tion is made of the tax exemption situ-
ation currently enjoyed by Iroquois
homeowners and businesses, such sta-
tus would also be eliminated.

New York would also retain
the option of attaching the settlement
funds for former services, meaning
every nickel the State has spent on the
Iroquois over the past 200 years could
be deducted from the award fund. As
reprehensible as this tactic might
seem, it has been used by other states
as a way of having the Natives repay
past expenditures. If the Mohawks had
accepted the State's 1999 offer they
may well have discovered they actual-
ly owed New York money.

The principle of aboriginal
rights is fairly simple according to
Professor Robert W. Venables of
Cornell University. Professor Venables
defines aboriginal rights as those
which predates European contact and
includes self government, trade and
commerce, criminal and civil jurisdic-
tion, cultural integrity and territorial
security.

None of the above was, or is,
dependent upon American or Canadian
approval since they are actions under-
taken by the Iroquois as distinct
nations long before the European
arrival in the Americas.

See Rights on page 3


