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The of
and Now

The midwinter, or New Year's ceremony is the most important of the
calendar rituals, and the most important longhouse event of the year. The
midwinter usually fell in the month of December on the fifth sleep after the
new moon. The midwinter ceremony was dedicated to the master of life.
During the cererac«y the Iroquoisre^nacted many ofthegreat themes of thek
culture. It wasa very complex matter. For itcompressed into a few days many
of things that were important to the Iroquois. The people looked backed over
the past year and forward die year that was to come. Especially did they seek
to clear their mindsof old dreamsand to start the new cycle with new minds.

On die first day two uncles or sometimes are called big heads visitedevery
house in the village to announce the beginning of the ceremony. They wore
native clothes and carrying Stirring ashes paddles.

In each house they held a short ceremony in which they told the people to
attend the midwinter rites which was to follow. For midwinter rites was to
strengthen life, and death must not beallowed to findits way in. The big heads
or our uncles as we pronounce them would address the people with these
words. Our nephewsand nieces, nowthe ceremony die great riddle has begun
now moreover, our Creator he who made pur bodies trembles, he who lives
upwards where there is a land in the sky, who is our maker and has given it
to us. And now you who are chiefs, and also you officials, and also our moth-
ers and the youngpeopie, and also children. Now all of you shall stand firm,
now the smoke arises from where the keepers of the faith have kindled a fire
and it reaches even to die heavens, for the holder of the heavens has decreed
the ceremony should be performed on earth as in the sky world, five sleeps
after the new moon. No we take out of your hands all manner of work and
amusements of all kinds which you have and we set aside them to rest,

Now moreover all of you shall attend to the ceremonies where the
faithkeepers have built a fire, every one must attend and even the children
must come and attend. You elders shall lead them by the hand, for now the

true dream each person shall fulfill all of the old dreams. And it is urgent that
everyone reveal any new dreams or else aperson may become ill, for whoever
fails to renew his dreams and reveal new dreams brings trouble to die com-
munity, and maybe if it so happens, the elders are responsible for it. the

into
see Midwinter page 3

Gcwifederacy Chief
Vanguard to Saye Native

Natives areBegihftirtgTo rSiHaihe tragedy of losing^Eir-cOiture and
many are desperately trying to get it back says the chief of the Six Nations
Indian Reserve: : \ •.•-•'. . ' . • ' •

Sitting beside a warm fireplace in the basement of his home on the Six
Nations Indian Reserve—-which also serves as a temporary classroom for
the proposed Iroquois Institute—confederacy Chief Jacob Thomas talks
about the importance of repatriating traditional native teachings and
v a l u e s . •'•• ••''.;''•:..'.' -'• •/";•'.•'•' ';/. v .• • '-;-1

"We need to retearn the teachings of the past Before Europeans came
to North America, natives were the keepers of Mother Earth. Then the set-
tlers came and saw the land; rich and full of potential resources. Now the
world we hve in is falling apart due to its exploitation.

ChiefThomas,68,isobviouslyproudofhisheritage. His wails are lines
with wampum belts and other Native artifacts. He is devoted to their pres-
ervation and is determined to educate his"brothers and sisters" about what
t h e a r t i f a c t s m e a n . . : .';;••":;;'.."'; •'•.'.'/:; •• •••', •••''••.••

;. ; ••'....' see Culture page?

Hoittes
Attacked

Four Akwesasne homes were
the subject of machine gun fire in die
latest round of violence here. Also
shot at was die building housing die
headquarters of the Mohawk Sover-
eignty Security F O T C C . - / ; •

the first attack occurred on
January 26 at 1:55 a.m. and again at
4:45 a.m. when an unidentified car
fired a number of bullets at a car in
front of a home located on Route 37
near the Beaver Meadow Rd. and
occupied by three adults and three
children. - •:-~'-,-.;';;Y/..- -.;Y.v;'.\

The hoouse, owned by'die
Akwesasne Freedom School but
occupied by members of the George
family, was not hit by any of the
bullets. No shots were fired at the
a s s a i l a n t s . - , ' " ' - . ' j - > : ; ' • : •."•'.;••.••. •" .

Members of the New York State
Polrcemvestigatedtheincident They
found bullet casings from a .223 cali-
ber rifle and a shell from a .45 fire-
arm. The officers on the scene said
they could not make any arrests until
they had a positive identification of
the occupants of die car.

The police said they were pre-
vented from investigating die snoot-
ing oh die reservation because they
were told not to do so from their
headquarters in Albany.

Members of the George family
said the shots were definitely came
from a madiine gun since the blasts
came monelpng seriesrather than in
a staggered sequence which would
haveindica^d semiTautc^atic rifle'.
fire. • - • . ; : ' • • . ' . • : - ' '..':[•• ' - • > ' ' • . .• . •:.'..- • .
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Mohawk
Delegation Meets

WithEPAon
Enyironmental

Issues v
New York—A Mohawk delega-

tion, led by St. Regis Mohawk Tribal
HeadChief Harold Tarbell and Chief
Lincoln White, is in New York City,
January 31, 1990, meeting with
Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Administrator Constantine
Sidamon-Eristoff to reaffirm the
government to government relation-
ship set out in EPA's Indian Policy
andtheTribal-EPAMemorandumof
Agreement signed in March 1989.

HeadChiefTarbell stated that "the
chiefs were impressed with the aware-
ness and sensitivity to our situation
expressed by the new Regional Ad-
nunistrator and took great comfort in
his commitment that decisions in the
environmental arena will be made
based on then* scientific and techni-
cal merits and not on the basis of
poUtical consideration.

"lam pleased that the Regional
Administrator has moved quickly to
reaffirm the central, face to face, role
die Tribe has achieved over the last
three years," he added.

Chief White emphasized that he
was in full support of the work and
process todate. "Iamappreciativeof
die accomplishments made by our
environmental initiative and I look
forward to active participation
throughout my term of office."

; See EPA page 3

Powerful,
New Drug

Moves in on
Crack

A powerful new drug more lethal
than crack cocaine is sweeping
Hawaii and is threatening to invade
the mainland.

Known on the street as "ice," it is
a colorless and odorless form of crys-
tal methamphetamine, the stimulant
commonly called "speed." Likecrack
cocaine, it is smoked to produce a
euphoric high.

Law enforcement officials say ice
threatens to replace cocaine as the
illicit drug of the 1990s, triggering
murderous drug wars, invading
schools, businesses and industry, and
paralyzing die lives Of its users.

"This is a real horror story," said
Henry Lau, narcotics captain for the
Honolulu Police Department.

Ice owes its appeal to several fac-
tors:

* A puff of crack cocaine buoys its
user for approximately 20 minutes,
but the high from smoking ice en-
dures for 12 to 24 hours.

'"Ice can be manufactured in clan-
destine speed labs, whereas cocaine
must be extracted from the leaf of the
coca plant, refined and imported.by
smugglers considerable risk.

•Because it is odorless, ice can be
smoked in public virtually without
detection.

Illicit methamphetamine has tra-
ditionally been ingested as pills, or
snorted or injected intravenously, but
smoking the drug— like marijuana
or crack cocaine — has given it a
fashionable new cachet.

In Hawaii, ice has been found at
every level of society, reaching
d^ mbst itinote isjand^ and cu
across barriers of sex, age, race and
economic backgrounds.

"It'sanightmarehere.andthereis
still only a glimmer of understanding
of its long-term effect," warned
Hawaii's U.S. attorney Dan Bent.

"Only now are we learning that its
high is many times more potent and
longer than crack, that its tow is deep
morbid and entrenched and that its
addiction is at least as great as crack
and possibly far greater."

The drug arrived from Asia, where
for the present at least, it is manufac-
tured exclusively.

Agents of the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration assigned to
Asian capitals say die gangs smug-
gling smokable speed are as deadly
and efficient as crack merchants,
sporting the trademark Uzi subma-
chine guns, Ak-47 assault rifles and
beeper. Ice has become the drug of
choice for youths, businessmen and
workers in some Asian cities.

Honolulu health officials say that
workers Using die drug turn them-
selves into automatons, going for 24
hours without rest or lunch breaks
only to "crash" fora second 24 hours.

After smoking ice for two years,
the use manifest symptoms of am-
phetamine abusers, health officers
said. These include absences from
school or work, paranoia and behav-
ior mat is delusional4rrational and
illogical. Overdoses can lead to
convulsions, coma and death.
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Two in Running
for MCA Se^t
There are two remaining

candidtates for the vacant Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne iseat in
Kanatakon (St Regis).

Joanne Jackson will iace-off
against Mike Francis Sr,fdr the 16
months left in the term of ousted
council member Dave!

Isabel Benedict, Angelfre King,
Eugene King and
Bonapartenave

The elections.aril

the M.C.A.'s
building.
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M. CA. Purchases'New Grader
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has purchased a new $153,000 road grader in order to improve die

highways of Akwesasne. Gerald Sharrow of the M.C.A. negotiated the deal with a firm in Goodrich,
Omtario. The grader will replace the present one, now in continuous use for 18 years. Chief Sharrow
said the normal working lif e of a grader is only 9 years.
Jay Benedict of ;tfie C<wpcil̂  Department of Public Worics said the old one had

the high mawtainance required to keep it on the road. The new unit will he put to immediate use to keep
the roads clear of snow. It has all modern electronics including air conditioning for use during die hot
summer mondis. ,

Others See Us
The gambling Wan self-determination vs individual greed
Gambling and Sovereignty in Akwesasne

In Akwesasne the Mohawk nation is bleeding.
g theCai^^

is split Tbfymore thanIn >irlsdictional boundary between two outside

andsmv
militant

on the growing casino
operations on the American side of the border and the
:i»iiuti*.. A .» —.—Q fo operations; the other is the

ave typifie* Mebawk society and
gdvomlptfliHg^

TTiey are two irreconcilable Yislohsof^
and profit, the other on collective ownership and the extended family.
Whatlies ahead for theMohawk îs anything butcfcsar, but the roots crfthe
conflict reach far back into the sad legacy of colonization and the denial
of self-determination.

the Mohawk nation is part of the Haudenosaunee, or die Iroquois
Confederacy. Its laws and customs were those of the Confederacy—its
sovereignty fuUyrecognizedby the first European settkn in die TwoRow
Wampum Treaty of 1664. Since that time the Mohawk nation has
survived despite the enforced colonization that would follow from both
the American and Canadian governments.

The attempts by uSe Canadian government, through the Indian Act, to
control every aspect of Mohawk life and to ultimately achieve assimila-
tion, has not worked, though it has succeeded, like in many other first
nations, in creating a rivaby between the Indian Councils elected tiirough
the colonial Indian Affairs Act and the traditional ways of choosing
government.

The imposed system has enjoyed no aedibitoy—• the traditional
government has. In 1898, in response to Canadian attempts to impose its
12 member band council system on the Mohawk, a petition was signed by
l.OOOmembersofAkwesasneprotestmginterferenceintheaffairs.When
this appeal was rejected the Clan Mothers of Akwesasne declared their
intention to elect their clan chiefs in the traditional Mohawk manner.

In the timeless tradition the women elected the leadership. Indian Af-
fairs declared die election an act of defiance to the Crown and sent in the
police to enforce its imposed election. They were driven away by the

continuned on page 6 see Others

Tribe Plans
eammunity

Survey
The Planning Office of the Trite

ha been preparing a comprehensive
economic development plan.

This, plan will lay the foundation
f«k»gtermecoK)mk«fcv«lo|jmeot

varMage of and Is com-
patible with die unique enviroomi»t
andcultural attributes of Akwesasae.

the success of the plan is Wjied
primarily on community participa-
tion. One form of participation is
through a "Quality of Life Survey."

die survey is a reflection of fee
people's thoughts. Those thoughts
go back to the planners and will be
used to determine die desired direc-
tion of developmenL

The survey also allows pretest
administration to evaluate whether
or not Uiey are meeting die present
needs of the community. .

The survey of randomly selected
households is tentatively set to begin
Feb. 6, ending Feb. 16.

technicians are still needed to
conduct die survey. Anyone inter-
ested can apply at the Planning Of-
fice or JTPA Office, or call 358-
2272, exL 270 or 208. -V

Education Committee
Tackles Attentdance

Problems
Absenteeism and tardiness in die local schools are creeping back up,

according to preliminary data received by HeadChief Harold Tarbell and
the Mohawk Education Committee.

"Education is the key to the future and our children cannot benefit or
be prepared to be our future community if they are not in school," Chief
Tarbell said, b v

The Mohawk Education Committee wiU be preparing apian of action
soaUmemberaofilibcof^^
this plan will be open to pubUc input and debate by die community.

Currendy, the committee is compiling statistics on absenteeism and
tardiness. They wiU be looldng into why this is happening so they can
focus on solutions. The cominitteewillalso look to ndghboring commu-
nities to detenntie whether or not they are experiencing these problems.

Akwesasne lbasa20-year history ofeducation excellence and is know^
nationwide for success in reducing the dropout rate torn 68 percent to 6
percent.

"At this point, we only ask lhat yon be aware of our concern and that

are in school, on tin*, wettfed,and wett tested prepared to exercise their
good minds," Chief TarWI said.

lEducation Committee has always
imiew^dMcommitmeataswepreparefor

the 21
tWhite, president, Education

tA.-jt:,

Mohawk Woman
Assigned to

Panama
Airman TriciaL.Heme, 19 years

old, has successfully completed * e
Basic Broadcasting course at Fort
Benjamin Harrison, TN. She is a
1988 graduatcofBucna High School
Sierra Vista, AZ. She completed 1
yearat Cochisc College & joined the
Air Force in Augustof 1989. Trida's
proud parents are Bob A Shirley
Ifcrneof Sierra Vista, AZ. Her grand-
parents are Andrew A Violet Shar-
row & Alex A Agnes Garrow. She is
to report for duty, February 1st, in
P a n a m a . ."'•'• '•' " ' - •' \^:'-:-:
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