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The Native story is different from the white man's story of oil devastation.
It is different because our livesaredifferent, what we value is different; how
we see the water and the land, the plants and the animals, is different What
white men do for sport aid recreation and money, we do for life: for the life
of our bodies, for the life of our spirits, and for the life of our ancient culture.

Our lives are rooted in the seasons of God's creation. Since time imme-
morial, the lives of the Nafive peoples harmonize with the rhythm and the
cycles of nature. Wedon't need a calendar or a clock to tell us what time it
is.

When the days get longer, we get ready. Boots and boats and nets and gear
are prepared for the fishing time. The winter beaches are not lonely anymore,
Kcauseourchildrenandourgrownupsvisitthebeachesinthespringurneand
they gather the abundance of the sex the shellfish, the snails, the chitons.
When the first salmonis caught, our whole villages areexcited.lt is an annual
ritual of mouth watering and delight.

When our beUiesare filled with the fresh new life, then we put up the food
forthe winter. We dry and smoke and can. Hundreds offish to feed a family.

Muchhashaprjenedtoourpoopleinrecentcenturies. We have toilets now,
and schools. We have clocks and calendars in our homes. Some of us go to
an office in the morning. The children go to school in the morning. But
someUmestheofficekeinptyand locked,Sometimes the child is absent from
school. Because there are more important things to do. Like walking the
beaches. Collecting the chitons. Watching for the fish.

The land and the water are our sources of life. The water is sacred. The
water is like a baptismal font, and its abundance is the Holy Communion of
our lives. Of all the things that we have lost since non-Natives came to our
land, we have never lost our connection with the Water. The water is our
source of life. So long as the water is alive, the Chugach Natives are alive.

It was early in the springtime. No fish yet. No snails yet. But the signs
were with us. The green was starting. Some birds were, flying and singing.
The excitement of the season had just begun. And men we heard the news.
Oil in the water. Lots of oil. Killing lots of water. It is too shocking to
understand. Never in the millennium of our tradition have we thought it
possible for the waterto die. But it is true.

We walk our beaches. But the snails and the barnacles and the chitons are
falling off the rocks. Dead. Deadwater. We caught our first fish, the annual
first fish, the traditional delight of all—but it got sent to the state to be tested
for oil. No first fish this year. Wewalkourbeaches. But instead of gathering
I ife, we gather death; Dead birds. Dead otters. Dead seaweed.

Before we haveachance to holdeach other and shareour tears, our sorrow,
our loss, we suffer yet another devastation... we are invaded by the oil
company. Offering jobs. High pay. Lots of money. We are in shock. We
need to clean the oil, get it out of our water, bring death back to life. We are
intoxicated with desperation. We don't have a choice but to take what is
offered. So we take the jobs, we take the orders, we take the disruption.

We start fighting. We lose trust foreachother. Welose control of our daily
life. Everybody is pushing everyone. We Native people aren't used to being
bossed around, Wedon'tlike it. Butnow our own people are pointing fingers
at us. Everyone wants to be boss; we are not working like a team. We lose
control of our village. Our people get sick. Elders and children in the village.
Everybody is touchy; Ever^bodyiswaidytajumpyou and blame you. People
are angry. And afraid. Afraid, artdconfused. Our elders feel helpless. They
cannotworkoncleanup.tiieycaiUKHdoallUieactivitiesofgatheringfoodand
preparing for winter. And most of all, they cannot teach the young ones the
Native way. How will the children learn the values and the ways if the water
i s d e a d ? - . • ' . - . • • < - ;.'•.'••''"..••'•"• - S ' ; •''-''•• •.••"•. . ' ••••-. • ' • '

The oil companies lied abqu* preventing a spill. Now they lie about the
cleanup. Our people know what happens on the beaches. Spend all day
cleaning one huge rock, and the tide gomes in and covers it with oil again.
Spend a week wiping and spraying the surface, but pick up a rock and there's
4 inches of oil underneath. Ourpeople know the water and thebeaches. But
they get told whatto doby ignorant people who should be asking, not telling.

We fight a rich and powerful giant, the 'oil industry, while at the same time
we take orders and a paycheck ftom it. We are torn in half.

Willitend? Aftarfiveyears,inaybe we will see some springtime water life
again. But will the water and die beaches see us? What will happen to our
lives in the nextfive years? What will happen this fall, when the cleanup stops
and the money stops? We have livedi throughmuchdevastation. Our villages
were almost destroyedby chicken pox and tuberculosis. We fight the battles
of alcohol and di^gsaiid abuse. And we survive.

But whatwes^TOW^dejt^.DJBath—*notofeach other, but of the source
of life, the water. V/e Will need much help, much listening in order to live
through the long b^ten season of dead water, a longer winter than before.

I am an eider, lainchief.i will notlos*hope. And I will help my people.
We have never lived through this kind of death. But we have lived through
lots of other kinds of death. We wiUieam from the past, we will leam from
each other, and\w will live, Tlie water is dead. But we are aUve, And where
there is life, there is hope.

Thank you for listening to the Native story. God bless you.
Walter Megai^ischiefQftiMsNativevaiageofPortGraham.Thisessay

is an edited vemdn of itemarkste of mayors who
met June 27 in Valdez to impact The speech was read by the village council
secretary, Eienore McMullen.
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tors. The Smithsonian, however,
holds on to the critical documenta-
tion. There a « some Indian people
who feel responsible f « all of their •
ancestors, lineal descendants or not.
Consequenay.Indiantribesandindi-
viduals are calling for the Smith-
sonian to makeavailable all the skele-
tal remains taken from certain areas
including ancestral and present day
lands. ThetribewoulddecJdewhether
or not to accept die remains.

Faced with mounting pressure
from both Indian and non-Indian
interests, including members of
Congress, the Smithsonian recently
agreed to allow the repatriation of
skeletal remains to tribes, not just
lineal descendants, where "a prepon-
derance of the evidence" indicates
that the remains in its collection can
be traced to a specific tribe. By
limiting the repatriation to cases
where it can identify tribal relation-
ship, the Smithsonian has taken a
middle of die road stance. A large
portion of its collection may ulti-
mately remain in its possession.

The Legislation
AT one point̂ at least six different

bills were pending in congress deal-
ing with the repatriation issue as well
as the creation of the new Museum of
the American Indian as part of the
Smithsonian Institution in Washing-
ton, D.C. Disagreemerithas centered
around the Smithsonian's desire to
keep its entire collection of Indian
bones versus the growing public
sentiment calling for the proper re-
spect of the dead. Note: President
Bush signed the 'National Museum
of the American Indian Act' on
November 28. The legislation de-
scribes the Smithsonian 's policy on
repatriation Of Indian human remains.
If any remains are identified as those
of particular individual or as those of
an individual culturally affiliated with
a particular Indian tribe, the Smith-
sonian, upon request of the descen-
dants of the individual or tribe, will
return the remains.

Salmon River Central
Arena

Ice Schedule
Week of January 29 - February 4

Monday, January 29
,,3:00-5:00 ..: .-.'. '.••*.*.

SRC Varsity
5:00-9:30
NFS Hockey
9:30-10:45
AAHL

Tuesday, January 30
3:30-5:30
SRC Varsity
5:30-9:30
NFS Figure Skate
9:30-10:45
AAHL

Wednesday, January 31
.. 10:30-12:30

Parents & Tots
: 3:30-5:30 ' .

Open
5:30-9:30
NFSHockey
9:30-10:45
AAHL

Thursday, February 1
3:30-5:30
SRC Varsity

: 5:30-9:00
Shamrocks
9:00-10:00
FortMen
10:00-11:15
AAHL

:iniuarv Clearance Sale

ruary ^

IP
TO 70%

Off
No Rainchccks - AH Items on First Come Basis

Xevfs Jeans
Girts & Boys

Whitewashed

NOW

99

Cords
Entire Stock

Girls & Bovs
$10oo

Weather Tamer
Girl's & Hoy's Sizes.

over 100 pcs.
examples

Reg. S74.99

Now

Guy's Action\vear
Winter Jackets &

Coats

60%off
. Example - Reg. $99.99 f-h

All Sweaters
Men's & Ladies

60%off
Example Reg. S49.99

NOWS19M

Refrigiwear
1 Piece Snowsuits

Reg.ST79.9V
NOW

$11999

Over 80%
Off

Sweaters
Boys small 10 X-large

Reg, to $29.99

N0W$5°°

Ladies Winter
Dresses
Reg. $79.99

NOW

Winter Boots
Children's Sizes

many 10 choose from
style 3G2-5539

Reg.J22.99
NOW

$J|99:.;.-.

Winter Boats
Ladies (30 pair)

Reg.S74.99

NOW
$3999

Lee Jeans
Men's

Siy'lc 200-0141- /

[99

Levis Jeans
Red Tags

A'lHSl S I / C S U p lit - I ' 1 '

stvlc 51^4)217

.$2199

Carhartt
Jackets

with hood
NOW
$3499

Ladies
Leather Jackets

& Coats
Reg. $339.99

NOW

LaCrosse Boots
with felt liners

. Slyle.28952
Reg. $79:99

NOW

$4999

Chamois
Shirts

Girls & Boys. •
Reg. S24>9
. NOVV

Wolverine
Boots

walcrptiKif iii-iiiliitCil
Si)lo US')

Rop. SX'l.'W
NOW

M9""

Lee Jeans
Boys & Girls

$^000
Selection.

1

Nike & LA Gesir
Sneakers ,

over 1000 pairs ,

up to 40% off!.
Low As

Hunting Coats
Rcg.S62.99

NOW
$3499

Levis 505
White Wash

NOW

$3499

All Ladies
Lee & Levis

\ Jeans ;

$2499

• Ladies Jeans
over 100 pairs •

selected group
I.ee - JorJachc • Zena -
Sergio - Chic - Alcssio, Etc.

' Rcg.toS59.99

• • N O W U 2 "

Timberland Boots
over S00 pairs

insulated waterproof
as low as

$59"

Potsdam
56 Market St.
Open: M. T.. Th. 1-" 10 to

5:.W; Sat. 10 ti> S •
Cioswi Wed.

Compos
Clothing & Footwear

Redwing Boots
. . Style 407 :
"Reg: 5139.99

NOW$ 69 9 9

16 Romeo Ave
Open:M,T,W.Th. 10

to 5:30; Fri. 1010 8
Sat. 10 to 5:00

*

Pizza! Pizza!
f

*
*
*

T-Shirt Junction

• • . ' »

CAPS

- . . V ; . . - • • . . - • . • • ; • : r i V - ^ " ' " • • • ' ' •

?Youth and Adult sizes up to XXXL

Cra/ts Gifts jQWQlry
Lay-away Plan Available

M̂
0By 3 White T-shirts for $10

X5et 3 Free Transleres
Ejnds February 28

•r C M r t Junction Open 9 am. to 6 p.rn
I f r? • Mwesasne Closed on Mondaŷ
^ c a t t o ^ Akwesasne Fuel Station,

] ^ ' , : : : : : : - • : • • ' • , • •' • - i - V ; v

Super Bowl Sunday
January 28th *

• ' • • • ' • : ; : ' • • • • > : ' : ' , > : 1 : *

from noon to 7:00

esasne
Sehool

**

*

*
I

Dial 358-2073

pickup or defivered

i^iaemade Pizza

; • * • •
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*
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