Hlstory; Eof Akwesasne and the Mohawk
Councnl of Akwesasne — “Commumty

: Government lS Not New”.

the Mohawk Councnt of Akwesasne

Note: ThlshxstmealchrmologywasremmhedmthdlepamalpanonofboththeSLReglsTnbalCouncllmd

1664 TwoRowmeumBeltngentottleBnuslxbytIneConfederacyatmeTreaty ofFo:tAlbany Reefﬁrms :
- that Iroquois people and white people have twodxstmct ways of lifeand govemment and t!mneuther should

mterfere thh the wotkmg of !he other

1740 Seven' Nauons of Cenada is recogmzed as a snb-govemmem under
‘the lroquons Confederacy Seven Nauons spcaks throngh Onondaga.

1755 Akweeasne is estabhshed as apemument commumty wnh people coming dlrecﬂy from the Mohawk Valley

and some from Kahmwake

1763 The Royal Proclamanon is nade and s frequemly called the Charter of Indxan Rights. TheRoyal Procla- o

mation is said to recognize pre-existing land rights of Indians. It does not create rights but rather. affirms - :

: people

1769 Commumty govemment 1s formed at Akwesasne usmg the tradmonal Imquons system, foe Chlef
govemment msututec commumty govemment at Akwesasne and uses 12 chnefs and 12 clan mothets

1783 Treaty of Pans between Gmt Bntam and the Umted S(ates sets theu' border at the 45th pamllel, du'eczly

through Akwesasne s
Temtory 'I'ius dmsnon has no effect on thc Llfe Chlef Commumty govemment at Akwesasne

1794 JayTreatyofAnmyandCommereebetween meUmtedStatesandGreetham Indnansareassuredborder
crossmgnghts R R T A o .

1795 Joseph Brant who was notaMoha\vk Chlef sxgns away Mohawk lands m a qmt-claxm to New York Smte

1796 Three mda\ndnals from Kahnawake vmhom authonty to do SO quit- claxmed the land in Mohawk Temtory
* that was set aside by the Mohawk Nation for use by the Seven Nauons to New York Statc reducmg land at,
© Akwesasneé to a Six-mile square and three other -~ . - . A
smali parcelsofland. The thréemdmduals who s:gnedaway lhe
* land were Ohnaweio (Goodsh'eam), Louls Cook a Black/Abenakl man) and leham Gmy (a whlte man)
‘They were ex:led from -

Kahnawakefor f._ Akwemsnelands

1801 Wnlham Gray who was a whne man told NY State that he was ehgnble for Akwesasne landbecansehe

" marrieda Mohawk woiman and by his reckoning he was therefore an Indxan leham Grayihe whme man '

1sgramedAkwesamelandbyNYStateonmatbesw

1802 NY State tﬂ:’ek'pron lhemselves ® appomt lhree mesi to transact busmess between the ;Brecmet
Commumty Govemment and NY Sme ’l‘hree men are called Tmstees :

1806 Oswegathchnewhnch lsoneot‘ the Seven Nauonsseatsgwes up ns mle wnhm the Seven Nauons and its land

Akwwasne takes a plaee as a membet of the Seven Nanons of Canada which is a sub-govemment of the
Iroquois COnfedemcy. Akweensne mmntams Llfe Chnef Commumty Govemment. Lo

1812 WarofBleetweentheUmwdSmtesandGreatBnmn Akwesasnewastoremmnnwml butboth B

sxdesrmeedsmneforceofAkwesasnementoﬁghtforenhersnde The traditional Life Chief Council .
snllactedasAkwesasnesCommuthovemmenteventhoughsomeofmpeoplehadspecidlimerem
in the British or American groups. - o

TheWaroflSlZleftompeopleverypoor ‘ :
Themoneyfmml796ueatyandlmdleeseswereslowmgemngtoompeople -

1813 FammeatAkwesasne.

1815 TheTreatyothentbetweenGthmamandmeUmledSmes fmnalmdmebaﬂerbetween
these two nations.. The mdmoml lafe Chxet‘ Govemmem <till was entrusted as the Commumty Gov-
: emmentatAkwwasne AN , o .

1816 Famme atAkwesasne

1818 ThelndlanasmttookawaythebfeChnefeouncnlspowertocouect rents, TheBnnshIndmagemm ‘ : : o
T ;1985 BlllC-3l lsanamendmenttod\eIMnn ActﬂmstopsdmmmMnoutheMomeWm

JohnJohnsondec:dednotwletdlosewhowetenwualormosewhofoughtfortheAmencansdmngthe
Warof1812 haveanyrentmoney HetoldtlmntlmmeyhadtohveonmeUS sldeofAkweseme.

1821 Some ofﬂlosewhowele fomed by theBnush w live on the "US." side of Akwesasne fonnedanAmenean
party of 12 men which' copledhowmel..xfeClnefcouncxllooked. On their own wnﬂnoulany
power; they ¢ did business with New York State. Even though the Life Chief Council stifl was the. ot’ﬁctal

government at Akwesasne, these men who were the relanves of lhe ﬁrst trustees were pretending tobe the

offimalAkwesasnegovennnmt. :
’IhesemenuansacwdmanylandsaleeofAkwesametemtory wnlhoutpowertodoso

80 - R AT ST , SN
1850 Akwesasmwashnwnd:manyep:demxcsofdlseasesandms esumatedﬂmtone—halfofAkweLmes
populanondleddurmgmsnme .

1841 BecausemeAmeucanpanywascutoffﬁomrenmmoneysﬁomlandsonme Cunrhan"si&ﬂney
prowctedwNYStateﬂlaxaﬂymeU.s s;deofAkwesasneshouldgetannmtymoneyﬁunthel?%

'fﬂ':;— lts Not New-

markerwas;)lacedindweemaofSLRegistHage.Whenompeoplesawﬂnslheysmudbelcvimﬂm
~ they were "American” and "Canadians” The Seven Nations Grand Council came to Akwesasne and

mhmedMAkwenmewummmbeuxdbyaﬂAkwmepwpkmmmeyhdM

fo:theBnnshorAmencansmdleWarofISIZ. S

1852 'IhefoeChnemedmonalCommnnnyGovemmentwhwhhadfoughthardtokeeponegoveﬂmmat
Akweeasnereuea&edtothe Canadun sde. nwyleﬁmemxsteesystemonﬂne'US ade

1869 AnActofParhunentofcenedamdmatlndmmmenld haveelecuonsbutﬂmhfecmefseonld
connnnefmﬁfe_mmmsomnotdepoeedmunfawhatlwcaﬂedmlsemm T

1879 SomemendecndedtohaveeleemuAkwemneaccadmgmmeMmm Onlymmenmpllth

old righis;. mbasncdeexgnofmehoclmnauonwaswcmmlargemonand “reserved” for Indian
T » e r'ﬂlefoeChmefll\dohawkNenonsystemond\eAmemensldehad9
’ ' S ' ' o mothers.. OneofmeLnfeChxefswasalsomeclerkamongtheAmencanTmsteesystem

-~

o notallowedtopamcnpmemme

effms,omhndswaeexpmpuued,mnﬁshmgwasdemoyed.wendswueﬂmded
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eWChnefs,wemhappywuhoanmdxmulCunmmntyGovmnmn

' The'Life Chief Community Government was in power.

InﬂlefeChnefSyswmmmeofmeChlefshadspecnlduuesandwaehmnas l)meHeedChwa)the

BlgManahd3)lheCl1el'.

" .inN.Y. State incase the U.S. government would call the treaties with the Five Nations invalid.

‘the authority to do so.

o _‘-’Ihnsangeredﬂrerestofﬂ\efoeChlefCouncllwhopmtecledmeacnmofmesedueemcn o
LatenhnsyearﬂmhfeChnefwhostgnedawaymmdeeLmdswaselectedbyafewpeopleasan

‘elected chief. The other two wanted tobeelectedbutwerenotchosen

Traditional Community Government.

Tndmoual Commumty Government until 1915 when elecnons were foreed mm.

* recognized by either Canada or the U.S.

: Allourmoneysfromremalofourlandswaslookedaﬂerbymdm Aﬁursmdtheywouldletususe
IR ntlftheysawﬁt. - :

AffairsBoardmg schools whexetheyhopedwewould forgetowhngnageandculnne

. 1951 Omwomenwerefmallyallowedtovotem'bmd decuons

sysiem that we woulda't Jet go.

.

The Seaway-had the right under the
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Conmnmatedso:lwasdnmpedonourfannlandsmdleechesmlowgmmdmlommday

a 'SomeoftheSeewaypmmwhaveneverbemkeptanduesullpmblem fornstoday

CmndaandstoppedmeCmmdnngovemmmtphnnommdaelndlmpeople

B 1984 AkwemneMohawkCoudehnefsobmnpmfohoswhﬂemofﬁce.

Begm Commumty Govemment process.

- “three year trial basis only

MCAmthCommumtyappmvdmkesoonuolmermemanbuﬂnpofmpeokanmdmnFm ‘

Mlmster's talk on Self-Govemment break down.

1988 MCAwithCommunnyapprovaltakesovetmelecuongmdelm s - ’
1990 MohawkCouncﬂofAkwmmemqueetscommmmy mpnton eommmnygomunentpmposaL

1886 BydmhmedxeCommnmtyJustletmeelecwdmensmmsmmandd;dn‘tboﬂ:eﬂohavemyelecnm

chnefs.9vxce-chefsand9clm

K 1899 ’l'heelectedchxefsontheCanadmnsndelaswdunul l899wnhvety lmlepuhcnpenonbymeCommumty ],, o
' Some Life Chiefs would become elected to make sure that the decisions of the Life Chief Community - | ..~
""" Government were followed. The clected sysiem still caused much disagreement in Akowesasne. Finally, I
o ,nmannamedJohnF‘ne(alsohmwnasJohnIceocJakelce)wasknlledpmtecunghxsbmmetJacobFueﬁmu
. bemgmstedfbrnotwanungelechonsat.&kwmw _ : : A ,

. 1

71899 Other Akiwessisne people were arresied mcludmg7hfeChxefsand 10peoplewhobehevedmme |

1915 Meanwhile the Indian Act rules and regulations were piling up like 'HotseOh'ta'! Ot womenwere
: elecuonsandordyhalfofAkwmpeopleandtemtorywere j ‘;

“ | '1920 'memdmnmwdwehndtogoawaywschool So,wpeoplemmmdedwmdsentfnrawaywlndm

| f1952 mCommmutyGovernmenth\ownasmeIroquonsofSt.Regn Bdeonm:lhedasystemole
~ ‘Councilors which is a take off from theold S

j1968 Akwmm?wpkmommmnganemmbadermngngm:ﬂ‘mndnmekthyoﬂm
- 1969 The"WhnePaper whlchwasproposedbyPrmeMmmwermedenmdwtdownbmem

a 1980 mlockDecmonreaffirmsommmbmlupnghtsuAkwm CmadmmmrecogmzeAkwensne

1982 TheCmudmnConsumuoncomeswCumanunwmeFuum:mConfm ' |

1987 MCAwnﬂlCommnnnyapprovnltakesoverconuolothudm Edncamnformoeeamkwesasne onn

: -—‘—_———-_———————_——————~~——-—~b—~——

i

1883 lheGovmmtofCumdamwdAkwesemmhawebcwdchwfs.bmﬂwufeChwfsmdm B i
CommmntyGovemment wereﬂwmwholndd\emdpowaﬁunlhepeople Sn' JohnA MacDomldlv'_ .
sanddmdiefoeChiefswetemnowaymbemterfaedwxm a , . P :
f 1884 EventhmlshtheGovemmemofCanadapaswdmelndm AdvmcememAaandmnwdAkwemsnewlme ',H

1888 'ﬂlelmquomConfedemcydecldedﬂ\atxtwasnmmntmmakemﬂmﬂmmaMohawkNmseu lx_

- -:'—,
‘Withjail terms hanging over their heads the Indian Agent ook a fewpeoplemComwallwhavemdaenon 1
. Almost all the Life Chiefs were forced to participate in the election process. |~f
a ‘.OntheAnmmSldethetmsteeswmwdtohaveelecnonbymeCommumtybmmedemom!Commﬂ' L
o mtyGovemmenttoldthem1fmeyweregomgmacthkewhuepeople.matﬂ:eywonldhavewgo and

' «.'.‘votewhewwhuepeoplelwed ' , ‘ e . |

:"'419(1) ’l'heLnfeChxefswereelectedbutas mnsmnontmnewelecmnmheld. 'Ihepeoplcwembacktodne : e
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'AtaGrandCouncilmColdSpl‘mg.Akwesamwasclnsentohoklﬂwﬁreford:eMohawkNm:. Thel .
. "Traditional Life Chief Community Government which was on the Canadian side was kept and another -
O lradmonalstylegovemmemwasmabhshedmme U.S. side of Akwesasne, The "Crier” of the Life . | .
. * Chief Council-- Community Government, along with two other Life Chiefs: wuesedmedbylhepmmmesl C
o ofmeCamdlmGovemmentmdsxgnedawaytheDundee lands.evenmonghmethreemendxdnothave

-
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but a real election by the community did not occur. The Life Chief Community Govmoﬂzmnm, Satury

sullmpowaendtheymetma genualconncﬂandallowedmetwoelectedmeab

1881 Cmnwalllslauddecadedmhavemetecnonofﬁmrownandafewpeoplepntmmm-;.‘l‘hu"?,
. that there wese a total of 3 elected men in office, wtnwemsaumgmalmhwm 121
mﬂbfealiefs_whomfmedtheCommmuty Govermnent.

I you want to know more information about community govern~ - -
7 'ment; CKON will be regularly airmg skits & info bytes 7 days a
. j-week : g |

7. . The air ' Tme schedu}e for commumty government ts




