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SS Force Confiscates Vehicle
of Alleged Drug Buyer

Members of the Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force are facing first
degree robbery chargesasaresult of their attempt toevict an alleged drug
buyer from Akwesasne. :

According to the New YorkState Police, RonaldLacroix, 30, of Con-
stable,N.Y.hadhiS(^takenatgunpointbymembersoftheMohawkS.S.
Force after be was accused of trying to buy drugs from an unidentified
Hdgansburg resident • /••'.:..

The troopers said Lacroix denied the accusations. Lacroix was re-
ported to have told thepolice he was on his way to purchase cigarettes at
Wild Bill's Delicatessen when he was approached by the SS Force.
Lacroix told the police he was ordered off the reservation before he could
actually buy the cigarettes. .

Thepolice saidthat when Lacroix headedeastonRoute37 he was fol-
lowed and then stopped at the juncture of routes 37 and 95 when a cream
colored vehicle swirved in front of him. A white "Bronco type" car
stopped immediately to the rear of Lacroix's Chevrolet Chevette.

who shoved a chrome barreled gun into his stomach. The gun was then
placed against his nose while he was ordered to leave the reservation.

Bradley'sCarners, where Lacroix was stopped, is not part of the res-
ervation although itispartof the Mohawk land claims now in U.S. federal
C o u r t . - . • • • • • . . • . / ' ; : . • ' ' - " • ' • • '••' ' • • " ' • • - • • •' ' • • - • ' • - •
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Lacroix's car was taken by the SS Force while he was left to walk,but
he called forassistance fromla local store.

The troopers said the Lacroix complaint would be taken by the

wouldbe conducted.Thereisa possibility the grandjury could elect to add
additional charges to the existing one.

The police said Lacroix felt he could identify the men who were
involved in the incident.

In a statement released to the area media the SS Force admitted it had
taken the Lacroix car because they were certain he was involved in the
purchasing of drugi here. ,

Mohawk Man Found Dead at Kanatakon

Michael Oakes, 26, was found dead in his Kanatakon home by
members of his family on January 22.

The Akwesasne Police reportedthey had rcceiveda call to respond
to an emergency at Oakes' home at around 4:00 pjn.

When the police haddetermined Oakes was dead they contacted the
HuntmgdonCoufityccKpiier. TiKy w

The coroner, Dr,Lefevre, attributed the death to asphyxiation.
Funeral arrangements were incomplete at press time.

U.S. Supreme
Court to Consider
First Amendment

Rights ofthe
Native American

Chiirch
Al Smith, a Klamath Indian, is a

practicing member of the Native
American Church. Because of his
use of peyote, a plant with mind-
altering properties, in a churchcere-
mony, Mr. Smith was fired from his
job. The AttorneyGeheralof Oregon
now seeks toderiy Smith (and a non-
Indian, Galen Black) unemployment
benefits (and perhaps down the road
to prosecute thesemenorotherchurch
members) because of their ceremo-
nial use of peyote. Thetwomen and
the Native American Church seek
first Amendment protection for their
religious practices, "••'•',

The Native American Church,
established almost 100 years ago,
numbers approximately 100,000 to
250,000 Indianpeopie who practice
the religion, including members of
dozens of tribes across the country.

Peyote, the central sacrament of
the Native American church, is used
in a closely supervised and regulated
manner by church leaders during
church ceremonies. These ceremo-
nies embody a form of worship in
which the sacramental peyote is die
means for communicating with the
GreatSpiriL Tothemembers,peyote
which has powers toheal body, mind
and spirit teachesthe way tospiritual
l i f e . • ••-.•":• : . - v V ' ; - : V ' . - / : : v : ; • > ' " " ;

The Native American Church is
the contemporary version of ancient
Indian religions dating back thou-
sands of years. Its rise in recent
decades reflects a contmued move-
ment back to traditional Indian life-
s t y l e s . . • / " - c , V - > - ; V : . r :-;•*. " •' •

The Attorney General of Oregon
argues that peyote is a prohibiied
drug and that Oregon's ability to
enfbrceitsgeneralStatecriiiunaldrug
lawswouldbecrippledbyanexemp-
tiof for tfie religioas use of drugs.
Tbtts.beseeksaniling thatMr. Smith
bcdenicdun«aploymentbenefitsand

Indians Are Not
Specimens ^
Indians Are

The Smithsonian Institution holds
the world's largest collection of In-
dian skeletal remains. These total
more than 18,500, plus an additional
17,000 grave goods. Nationwide,
estimatesindicatemorethan600,000
skeletal remains in universities, re-
search institutions and museums.
Indian tribes throughout the United
States demand that these skeletal
remains and associated grave offer-
ings be returned.

The museums, including the.
Smithsonian Institution, have been
reluctant to release any of their hold-
ings even when the gravesite viola-
tions are well documented. Butre-
eentlytherehavebeenexceptions. In
1868, the Army Surgeon General
directed medical officers in the west
tocollectlndianskullsandbonesand
send them to Washington for study of
infectionanddisease. They collected
over 4,000 specimens by plundering
Indian gravesites. The Army Medi-
cal Museum transferred the "speci-
mens" to the Smithsonian which now
owns the kxHedarticles. In 1988, the
Smithsonian, when faced with a let-
ter documenting how one army offi-
cer in 1892 "collected" the skulls of
Blackfeet people,, returned the re-
mains of fifteen Blackfeet for proper
reburialonthereservation. Last year,
Stanford University returned the re-
mains of 550 Indians to the Ohlone-
Costanoan Tribe. The University of
South Dakota returned 1,200 pounds
of remains in August of this year to
the Pine Ridge reservation.

As more and more reporters write
and broadcast about institutions and
their collections of skeletal remains,
moral outrage has increased and
public sentiment has shifted in favor.
ofthe Indians' demands forrepatria-
tion/ For years, the Smithsonian has
takenahard-line stance that no repa-
triatxmwiUbepermittedexceptwhen
lineal descendants can prove that the
museum is holding the skeletons or
sacred objects of one of their ances-
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13 YEAR STARON
HER WAY ff> EUROPE

.The soccer team will be leaving
, West Germany, Belgium and

Rhonda Mitchell, 13,ofTsisnien^ wks selected to play with the Ameri-
can Soccer Ambassador's
July 30,1990 for 18 days, visitin
Holland.

Mitchell, MVPGoaliefor the Salntojft River Central GirlsVarsity Soccer
team is the youngest ever to make tfiie Ambassador's Team. The top 15
players are chosen from different sch&ls in the United States to make this
team. She deservesher award having saved 351 shots out of 379, letting
only 28 goals through. "She works hard, putting in 150% everyday," said
her coach Kathy Burkett. i

SheaUendedTUMAAU-StarGoal^esCampandreceivedhighrecogni-
tion from her coaches. Mitchell is v0- busy fundraising for her trip to
Europe. Plans are for a co-ed volleyball tournament February 3, and a
raffle. Rhonda is also involved in the North Franklin Hockey League Pee-
Wee B team and the Salmon Modifwd Basketball team. Although she is
very involved in sports she does not let it stand in the way of her school
work. The grade 8 student has a 96 overall average and is enrolled on the
principal's List. Her goal for the future is to obtain a scholarship to a good
school to study medicine.

Mitchellhas been involved with sports since she was3 years old Her first
sport was figure skating, then hockey, jazz dancing, baseball, basketball
and soccer. She was chosen MVP for the Northshore Raiderettes Adult
Women's Soccer Team.

Rhonda's family are also involved |rim sports locally. Doreen, a finan-
cial clerk inSummersiownplays volleyball and Softball. She helps Rhonda
and Chrissy as much as possible by Wang encouraging them. Louie, a
Special Constable at the SL Regis Police Department is involved with
volleyball, softball, hockey and the IroquoisNatkinal Lacrosse Team. He
coaches and sometimes trains with. Rhonda and Chrissy. Chrissy, 9,
dances, plays T-ball during the summer $Rd is also a top scoring soccer
player w i thW& £ * i i ! ^ ^ She
made me All Star intramural soccer league.

Also very supportive for Rhonda are her proud grandparents Mr. and
Mrs. Donald and Hazel Bero and Mr. and Mrs. Alfred and Bessy Mitchell.

Six Run for Mohawk
Council in Kanatakon

The residents of StRegis-Kanatakon have nominated six people to
fill the seat on the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne vacatedby the removal
of Dave Benedict. Election for the term, set to expire in June of 1991, is
scheduled for Saturday, February 3 from 9 a.m. to 6 pjn.

Those nominated are: Michael Francis Sr., Rosemary Bonaparte,
Angeline King, Joanne Jackson, Isabelle Benedict and Eugene King.

Potential voters are urged to call the Mohawk Council at 575-2251
for information regarding residency requirements.

Customs Attacked
TheComwalllslandofficesoftheCanadianCustomswasthesubject

of a shotgun attack January 19 by a Mohawk youth according to police.
Arrestedforthe 1:00 a.m. incident was Stacey Boots, J9,pfCornwall

Island.
Accoitling to the Akwesasne Police Boots was seen fleeing from the

scene by an Island resident. He was pursued by die police through a small
woods before entering the porch of a nearby home.

The police said Boots was told to leave the home with his hands
behindhishead. Hedidso afterafiveminute stand-off. When theofficers
searched the porch they foundaloaded 12gaugeshotgun, apparently used
by Boots in the attack. Spent shotgun shells were also found near the
Customs buildings.

Boots was taken to the Cornwall jail for appearance before a
provincial judge on January 24. He was released to return to court at a
later date.

Boots is said to be a member of the Mohawk Sovereignty Security
Force and is the son of John Boots, a spokesman for the SS Force.

Police Nab Three for Butt
SmuggHtig

The Akwesasne Police made two separate arrests for cigarette smug-
gling recently.

Nabbed and charged for violation of theCanadian Customs Act were
DavidPhillipsandRhodaPhilUps,botfiofKahnawake.Ilu

and they'began unloading cigarettes from the trunk when they were ap-
prehendedbythepoUce. Therewasnoindkationastotheamountofciga-
rettes confiscated.

On January 20 the Akwesasne Police were op routine patrol in the
eastern pan of ComwaU bland when they spottedapick-up truck carry-
ing what speared to be cigarette boxes. When theofficgrs mopped the
vehicle they discovered 25 cases of cigarettes with a value of $37,500 in
the bed of me truck.

A Cornwall Island man, Arnold CaldwelL wa&chatged with smug-
gUng by the Royal Canadian MountedPoUce. He istoappevin court at
a later date.

TheAkwesasoePoUcemaoeaseizureofl3ca«esoicigarettesalong
b

mc)us caller thMsnowmobUes
toCornwaUIstaniThe

g
beingloadedby smugglers
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Opinions in Supreme Court Zoning Decision
May Threaten Tribal Sovereignty

In Brendale v. Confederated Tribes& Bands of YakinwIndianNatioB,
the United Sates Supreme Court was faced with theqi of the extent
ofthe tribal right to zone property owned by non-members located within
reservation boundaries. Twonon-memberssoughttosubdivide theirlots
and build, in one case, ten summer cabins, and in the other case, twen^
single family homes. Both subdivisions met qounty zoning requirements,
but not tribal zoning requirements. •"•'...

The Court split widely over mis issue and issued three separate opin-
ions. Byavoteof5AtheCourtupheldtheauthorityofthetribalzoniag
statute in the case of the summer cabin development because tnat
development was located in a part of the reservation known as the
"reservation restricted area." Of the 807,000 acres in this area, only
25,000 were owned by non-members. Access to this area was greatiy
restricted by the tribe. Thus, a majority of the court concluded that the
tribe had a strong tribal interest in preserving the character of die land
through zoning.

By a 6-3 vote, however, the Court also rules that the tribe had no au-
thority to zone the parcel of land on which the single family homes were
to be constructed. This part of the reservation has been opened to non-
Indian settlement About 80% of the residents in the "open" area of die
reservation are non-Indians. Thus, die Court found that the tribal interest
was insufficient to allow the tribe to exercise zoning jurisdiction.

The rationales of the various opinions raise substantial questions for
tribes concerning the court's view of tribal sovereignty:

•Chief JusticeRehnquist and Justices Kennedy, Scaliaand Whitetook
the view that, as a general principle, tribes no longer have any jurisdiction
over non-Indians on the reservation except where: (1) there is an express
Congressional delegation; (2) there is a consensual relationship between
non-Indians and tribes; (3) there is a direct threat to the political integrity,
economic security or health or welfare of the tribe (but this last exception
is not absolute but "depends upon thecircumstances"). This narrow view
of tribal sovereignty could prohibit the tribe from exercising authority
even in some circumstances where its sovereignty and integrity are
directly threatened! .

"'Justices Blackman, Brennan and Marshall recognized inherent tribal
sovereignty over non-Indians on the reservation except where specifi-
cally limited by treaty or federal statute. Zoning over reservation lands is
an inherent part of the tribe's sovereign powers. It has never been limited
by treaty or statute. Thus, the tribe has the right to zone both parcels of
land. Lawyers representing tribes have generally interpreted Supreme
Court precedents in accordance with this theoretical approach,

•Justices Stevens and O'Connor based their decision on the tribe's
right to exclude non-members from its territory; Where that right exists,
the right to zone also exists. Thus, these Justices concluded that as to the
reservation's restricted area, the tribe's interest in preserving the charac-
ter ofthe land was sufficient to justify zoning. In the "open area", which
80% non-Indian, the tribe has lost its ability to exclude non-Indians and
uiu£ te abiUty to z ^
sovereignty to any great extent This suggests it was adeciskmdesigaed
to reach a certain result in regard to these litigants rather than one based
on the justices'interpretation of preexisting law. ;

The theoretical confusion in these decisions and the willingness of four
justices to substantially limittribal sovereignty over non-members on the
reservadon raise troublesomeqiiestionsabout the future "devetopment of
Indian law" by the Rehnquist Court.

To My Accusers
by Jerry McDonald

It is with a sad mind and a sad
heart that I relate to you the injustices
and oppression that have been placed
upon myself, family and innocent
Mohawk people.

I am an outspoken opponent of
illegal gambling and I believe in
democratic principles of peace, jus-
tice and the right for all, based upon
our traditional constitution which we
call the (Kaienerakowa) or die Great
Law of Peace.

I have had the opportunity to
observe many spiritual leaders
throughout thecountry and have been,
involved with many of them person-
ally. Through their teachings I have
been able to grow with the opportu-
nity to learn, teach and preserve tra-
ditional Indian ways.

The philosophies and concepts of
our grandfathers taught us to respect
one another, to know peace and be
thankful for the gifts that the Great
Spirit bestowed upon us. •

I do not pretend to be a great
spiritual leader nor do I pretend that I
am perfect in a society and world that
is filled with so many diversities and
denominations of religions, cultures
and ways of living.

However, I would like to tell you
that I have had the honor and privi-
lege to walk with thousands of native
people from across this country who
have been struggling for a long time
to get native indigenous rights recog-
nized.

Our people participated in a long
walk from California to Washington
D.C. with many Indian Nations and
we sang together in peace. We built
our fires at night in our camps, ate
and smoked the pipe «f friendship
together. It was quite an experience
and we learned much as we sat and
observed the elders. I was 15 years
old, it was 1978, and I was on die
Longest Walk.

From that moment on, I was in-
spired to learn and be Droud of who I

was and I began to team about Mo-
hawk Indian songs and dances. I
started working part time as a teach-
ers aid, teaching Indian Culture with
dieTitieIVIndianEducatk»Project
in Syracuse N X and started attend-
ing ceremonies at the Onondaga
Indian Reservation.

Two years later, at the age of 17,;I'..-
waschosen torepresentour Mohawk
people and run with the Olympic
Torch. I did this with honor atLake
Placid. Imadenew friends wiAother
Olympic Torch runners and learned
from this experience What it was like
tobe exposed tortatiooal television. I
hadagoodtimeandlwasproudtobe
abtetorepresenttheMohawkpeopIe.

In the summer of the same year,
some of us were chosen to make a,
commercial for Mazola Com Oil
Canoeing and lacrosse scenes were
made for this commercial add we
temporarily became small time ce-
lebrities of some sort We had fun
making new scenes over and over
againuntilwefinishedfourdayslater.
It was an experience!

Later, after things sloweddown a
bit, I joined die Ironworkers Interna-
tional Union and helped to build
skyscrapereml^wYc«kCity,Texas,
Arizona, Ohio and other place where
jobs were available. I wanted totake
after my father, a well know iron-
worker in New York. He died work-
ingontheRockefellerCenierinNew
York City after a cable snapped on a
demckjobandtivewhkntohisdeadL
"LOOK Magazine" wroteifiory and
took some pictures of hit
ingthehighsmictareoftheboilding
15 minutes before he died in 1962.

When I wasn'tin New York, I was
working part time leaching Indian
culture with the Title IV Indian Eds-
cation Project in Syracuse, N.Y., Ae
Kahnawake Indian Survival School
in Quebec and the North American
IndianTravdhngColkgeuiOnOBio.
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