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For the last 110 (one hundred and ten) years the Indian Act through the minister of Indian Affitifs has directly
controlled the lives of Akwesasne people. v "

The MohawkCouncil of Akwesasne is a Community government which has been restricted by these^^c^
the last century. •,•.••'.'• - ? : ' V ; ' • • ; ' ; • ' ' • • / ' • •• ' - ' ' - '•.'..•''.'"•"'•'•'•'.'"• '••• • •

The MohawkC^NUK^of Akwesasne wiUenter negotiations soon, with UK gov
in your community government '•... . ";;

Our new plans will allow us to develop, together, a better life for our people...and we will no longer be restricted
by the laws and discretionary acts of the minister of Indian Afiaii^ and uwlrulian Act of Canada.

This public service announcement is brought to you by the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Community
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For many years our people have been restricted and held back by these laws. The Mohawk Council is entering
negotiations with the Government of Canada for more control and authority over the management of the Akwesasne
community within its jurisdiction. T •..:•'•.

We urgethe community toteam all u^y can about these ideas and help us build a good plan for our future.
This public service announcement is brought to you by the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Community
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The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne is entering negotiations with the Canadian Government for more control,
authority and management of your community govemmenL

The Mohawk Council believes that all negotiations must reflect our language, culture, spiritual beliefs and
protections of our lands and environment

The Mohawk Council believes that these guiding principles must be respected and protected.
, We urge community participation in this process.

This public service announcement is brought to you by The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Community
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The Mohawk Council is entering negotiations with the Canadian Government for more control of this community
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It is not the intention of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne to discuss sovereignty in these negotiations.
Those kinds of discussions are the responsibility of The Mohawk Nation National Government
The Mohawk Council will negotiate for more control, management and authority at the community leveL
We urge die community to participate and learn more about this process.
This public service announcement is brought to you by The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Community
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Overu^rnanyyeanthattheMohawkCouncUhasactedasyourCommunity Government, they never had enough
money, control or authority to provide adequate services to match Akwesasne's growing needs.

The Governmentof Canada through the Indian Act did not allow us to properly manage our laws, lands, services,
housing, roadwork, education, healthcare or economic development

Our destinies were under Canadian Government control. These parts of our lives are presently under the direct
control of the Minister of Indian Affairs. :

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Community Government is presently working on negotiating for more
control of those things that affect our daily lives.

i more of our plans.
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The Indian Act is a very old Canadian law that has not been revised for about 40 years..

many problems for our people.
The Canadian government has decided that it is time for them to listen to Native People and what their needs are.
The Mohawk Council Community Governments has waited for this kind of opportunity, where they can negotiate

more authority and control of the management of our needs at the community level.
For this reason The Mohawk Council is working on a Community Government Proposal that is designed to meet

the needs of this community.

developing these idea for community approval.

For more than a hundred years the Indian Act has been used by the Government of Canada as a policy to guide
them in their interactions with Indian people.

need in our community. ;' W : .
Now the Government of Canada has come to realize that the Indian Act is not only outdated but that it was not

designed to meet the needs of Our people. !
The Canadian government is willing to negotiate a new way for Akwesasne to work with Canada.
The Mohawk Council Community Government is working on a proposal that will be a better tool for our people

to use in providing better services for our people.
The Mohawk Council seeks t̂he input and approval of its community in this work.
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MOHAWK COUNCIL OF AKWESASNE

Mohawk Council and the Community Government
Proposal

is federal legislation uwt has been enacted by u^ Canadian Pariiament and is administered
by me Minister and the Department of Indian Affairs. The Act reflects a system where a great deal of author-
ity and a»trol rests solely with the Minister.

fiift TnrtiaiV Art wat riftwgnwd tn pw th«» fr/Wai g» W mm m t all nf ttu» pnu/̂ rc tn art nn K»halfr>f all Tnrfioa
communities. As shown in this quote "The Act has the protection andcontrol of Indians in most phases of their
ordinary life including guidance, welfare and protection and managementof their properties" (Brown v. Queen.
1979. ' • • • • - ' • • • : • . • ; . ' • : . • . / . • • . • • . • •

Residents of Akwesasne may assume that the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has the authority and
jurisdiction in all areas, but the majority of these powers rest with the Minister of Indian Affairs. One example
of limited authority would be when a person dies, as itexistsnow we do not have a say in how anything is settled,
all of the information is gathered here and forwarded to Indian Affairs and they decide how the estate will be
settled. The Mohawk Council has only recently gained control over elections, membership and education
within the guidelines of the Indian Act These are only three subjects of many, such as justice, lands and estates,
environment, health and welfare, public works and economic development that the Mohawk Council is
responsible for.

Thisyearin'1990, wehaveestablishedateam toeducatethecommunityonthe Mohawk Council'sproposal.
The Mohawk Council is proposing a concept for self-government in its widest parameters which seeks greater
control over areas that the Government of Canada now tries to exercise control over. .

The team's job is to familiarize the public with the Indian Act as it is now and educate the community on
theproposalthatthe MohawkCouncil has developed. This willgive the Council the opportunity to receive input
and feedback from community members before going into negotiations with the federal government It is
important that Council and community members work together to protect and advance the overall interests of
the community. Once the community is fully aware of the proposal, the Mohawk Council will then start
negotiations in the different subject areas.

In future issues, summaries will appear that will explain and expand on topics that are of great interest to
thecommunity. CKONwillbe airing information bytes and skits that address specific topics on a regular basis.
Please tune in for more information. .

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and the Community Government Proposal

Skit #2 Aired on CKON Saturday January 20, at 4:30 pjn.

Person #1 Hey, you work at the Mohawk Council. What do those Councillors do over mere, anyway?
Person #2 Oh, they have been working on ways that may get us more control over community government
Person #1 Oh... what's community government?
Person #2 Well, as I understand it.. Community government is taking control over funding, management

and authority at the community level.
Person #1 I thought that the Mohawk Council had that control already.
Person #2 No, that's what I thought too. The Mohawk Council has only taken control over Education,

Sections and membership. And these are all limited within what the Indian Act says.
Person #1 Do^you mean that the Mohawk Councildoesn't have controlovermyland,ourwaters,theroads,

our laws, or hunting and fishing.
Person #2 That's right That's why the Councillors have been working for 3 years oh a community

will be meet
Person #1J£ the Mohawk Council doesn't have this authority right now, who does?
Person #2 Presently, the Minister of Indian Affairs under the Indian Act has the final say.
Person #1 Well, that's not right How do they know what our needs are?
Person #2 Your right That's why the Mohawk Council has been working on a community government

proposal that is designed to meet our needs.
Presently the Federal Government laws restrict the Mohawk Council from providing better services in

housing, education and other things like social services.
Person #1 Fd like to know more about the Mohawk Councils work in community government
TfflSP^LICSmVICEANNOUNCEMENrriSBROUGHTTOYOUBYTHEMOHAWKCOUNC3L

COMMdNltYGOVERNMENT.

SkiitS

Ring Ring (Telephone)

The Indian Act; was a general law for all Indians in Canada and did not ever provide for the special needs at
A k w e s a s n e . . - . . v o . v i v - : ' : . V •'.•;''•;•• - , ' y ':••" ::'/ '•• • ' ' . . ' ' • . . . ' ..•'.".•

The Canadian Government has finally realized that the Indian Act is outdated and is now giving Akwesasne the
opportunity to tell them what our needs are.

We at Akwesasne have waited a long time for this opportunity. ^
For this reason the Mohawk Council will present a proposal to the Government of Canada that shows to them

w h e r e o u r n e e d s a r e . . ::'----:.'.-;.•''••• ''•-'••'•:• ''.- •" '•-'•"• ' - - • ' . • • - • ' • • ' . • .-..-. ;. '•:'"'•-•[. •'.-'•, o .'"

The Mohawk Council needs the ideas of this community in order to provide a proposal to the Canadian
Government The council will seek the approval of this community in this plan. ^

#2 Hello, what are you doing?
#1 I'm doing laundry, whatare you doing?
#2 Nothing, I did laundry yesterday. I was listening to CKON; did you hear that thing on self-government?
#1 Yeah, I heard it, but it's not self-government, it's community government they were talking about
#2 Whtt's the difference?
#1 Well, self-government is more like sovereignty, and that is the responsibility of the Mohawk Nation, and

the Mohawk Council•of Akwesasne as a Community Government
#2 So what's Community Government then?
#1 Community Government is when Mohawk Council will have more authority to meet the needs of our

people...but also making sure that the federal government's obligation and responsibility for funding is still mere.
#2'_Sjci, is mis fight? Does it mean that the department of Indian Affairs is not going to tell us what to do?

Does it mean MCA is going to have more say on how much money we need and how we are going to spend it?
#1 Yeah, that's what's happening. Hey I gotta go.
i r f " • ' '•
#lCuz, I have company.
#2 Who's mere anyway?
#1 Hey, you have to know everything?
#2 I'll see you later then. Bye.
#iBye. .
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