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Akwesasne Hohawk Nation
Mohawk Nation Position Paper

Re: Mohawk Sovereignty Security
Force, Mohawk Nation Office at
Kahnawake ••'.-••".::.\'•...'; ; ; ;.

We, the Mohawk Nation Coun-
cil of Chiefs, have deliberated the
ill effects the MSSF and Mohawk
Nation office at Kahnawake have
had upon our people throughout
our territories. ;" •••;; > • '.v

We state in the beginning the
MSSF here at Akwesasne does not
have any legitimacy under the
Great Law of Peace. Despite their
claims to the contrary we have de-
termined the MSSF is an organiza-
tion sustained by criminalsengaged
m unlawful and immoral activities
such as smuggling; gambling, al-
cohol and narcotics abuse.
We ask all sensible people not to be
swayed by the rhetoric and propa-
ganda of the MSSF and the Mo-
hawk Nation office at Kahnawake.
These groups are led by individuals
who are well trained inthemanipu-
lation of the media to further their
o w n e n d s . .-.•'••'.; ;. '..•'• •' •': ;/.".'f-

In fact, both the MSSF and the
Kahnawake Mohawk Nation Of-
fice have been denied any-official
status by any legitimate Haudeno-
saunee governments This is for
good reason: both organizations are
characterized by violence, hatred,
greed and the ready willingness to
outright lie if it serves their piirr
p o s e s . • ' ' :>.'.'..:.-'"-'.:-', ;;'•?.'••'

In a paid advertisement dated De-
cember 23 in the Cornwall Stan-
dard Freeholder the MSSF at-
tempted to mislead the people by
stating they, as a "warrior society"
had been formed in 1979. : • :

In truth, the Nation Council au-
thorized the creation of a men's
defense group toprotect our people
from arrest by Hew York State.
When Francis Boots, a spokesman

d
handling thisresponsibility another

Akwesasne man, Joe Swamp, was
given the duty of organizing the

; men. When the crisis was over the
men were returned to their normal
duties.
In 1980, Arthur Montour, a MSSF

. leader, was under criminal indict-
ment for hisactions in removing the
St Regis Tribal Police from their
offices in May 1979. While our
people put their lives on the line to
defend their sovereignty during
these-difficult times Montour de-
fied his people by voluntarily sur-
rendering to a New York State

' judge. Montour, along with Louis
Hall, Paul Delaronde, Alan De-
laronde and Thomas Delaronde,
attempted to persuade our people to
admit to New York State jurisdic-
tibnarid surrender to the state courts.

In 1985 and 1986 the Mohawk
Nation Council attempted to regu-
late the sale of tobacco products in
pur territories. The Council en-
countered great opposition from
certain people in. Akwesasne,

I Ganienkeh and Kahnawake. The
Council found out later the so-called
•'leaders" of Ganienkeh were in a

•:' cigarette partnership with the noto-
rious Akwesasne criminal William

. S e a r s , ; ; / ' : • ':.'~: ' • • ' -

Further, the Council learned that
Phillip Deere, a resident of Kahna-

: wake, was organizing the cigarette
trade in the community. Deere,

•.along with Selma Delisle, created
and financed the Mohawk Nation
Office there to serve as a front to
protect their sm iiggl ing operations.
N^t only tobacco but alcohol, nar-
cotics and firearms were now being
channeled from Akwesasne to
Kahnawake. Philip Deer and Selma
Delisle remain the main organizers
of the cigarette smuggling trade
from which they have made mil-

See nation page 3
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BIA Supports
Tribal Sel^Deterf

mination
Washington- U.S. Interior's Assis-
lantSecretaryforlBdian Affairs Eddie
F. Brown said the Iong-€ijii)ected238-
page report outlining the results of a
two-year investigation on the Fed-
eral Government's relationship With
American Indian tribes; reflects a
trend which is growing stronger,
witmn tribal government: theassuinp-
tion of greater •elf-determination by
tribes. ••/•'•••"':;/,. • . ; ,•• '•"•:;•' •.

"Overall, we view the report as a
positive tool. The report highlights
problems within die Bureau (of In-
dian Affairs) and pur challenge now
is to correct them," Brown said in a
prepared statement of the report of
the Special Committee on Investiga-
tions of the U.S. Senate Select
Committee on Indian Affairs.
My first priority wnenlcame aboard
(last June 26) was tocorrectthe prob-
lems (identifiedin the investigation.)
I was not pleased with the speed in
which the Bureau was moving and I
lookfurthcradminiatrativeactiofu to
hasten the process and have become
personally involved in many of those
actions to see they are carried out,"
Brown said. His statement was re-
leased at a 2:30 pjn. packed press
briefingatlnteriorfollowingan 11:30
a.m. press conference by the Senate
Investigations Committee in the
Senate's radio and television press
g a l l e r y . ,'.. \-\\-\. ; ; . \ / '-.'•'• •'.'••

Interior's Under Secretary Frank A.
Bracken told reporters that Interior
did not wait for Uie committee report
to institute improvements. TbeBIA,
the Minerals Management Service
and the Bureau ofLand Management
have taken actions to improve then-
programs serving tribes and individ-
ual Indians. Our agencies will con-
tinue confeningwith tribes afid with
the Congress oo die best ways of
addressing die problems, including
legislative teutons," he said.
Brown told the assembled reports
that the Bores* ws* already moving
from befcw a4iimieivice|ffovider
to beingaooanctoraad monitor.
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Mohawk Warriors
Society/Mohawk
Soyerfcignty Secu-
rity Force Press

Release
January 9-During the early morning
ofTuesday, January 9il990,theMo-
hawk Warriors Society of Akwesasne
delivered a notice to known drug
dealers within the Mohawk terri-
tory. The following statement was
issued:
"Notice-effective immediately: you
will take this as your only warning to
cease and desist in your activities
related to drugs, namely the sale and
promotion of marijuana, cocaine,
crack, smack, amphetamines, etc.
Signed: The Mohawk Warriors
Society of Akwesasne"
All non-native persons involved in
drugs are advised that they are also
put on notice to stay away from
Akwesasne if their purpose is to buy
or sell drugs. The Mohawk Warriors
Society will enforce the notice that
has been served, regarding the sale,
use and purchase of drugs within
Mohawk Territory.

''Warriors" De-
nted atGrandRiver
• Fpr the third time in less than a

Week the Mohawk Sovereignty Secu-
rity Force was denied formal recogni-
tion by an Iroquoian government

Following rejections to their ap-
peals by the Onondaga and Seneca
Nation Councils the MSSF went to the
Six Nations Council at Grand River
(Oshweken) to request a hearing re-
garding their status.

TJhe MSSF was there asking the
GrandRiverCouncil to give them clari-
fication as to the legitimacy of warrior
societies in Iroquois society.

Hubert Buck, a condoled Cayuga
cbief.informed them that although they
"had come many times to our long-
house expecting to be sanctioned to run
what you run we will not sanction you in
anyway whatsoever."

; v ' see Grand page 3

Onondaga Chiefs
Communique: Onondaga Nation,

Onondaga Council of Chiefs.

JoAnri and L-deAnn

December 27,1989-The Onondaga
Council of Chiefs in response to a
paid advertisement in the Standard
Free Holder, Cornwall, Ont Satur-
day December 23, 1989 and the
Watertown Daily Times S unday, De-
cember 24, 1989 concerning the laws
of the Haudenosaunee hereby state:

1. The so called "Mohawk Warri-
ors Societies" at Akwesasne, Kahna-
wake, Kenienkeh or Oshwekon do

?xH have the authority to use theGreat
^eal of the Haudenosaunee.

2. The Haudenosaunee does not
«cpgnize any self appointed groups

' ;§>f individuals calling themselves
"Warriors". The Nations of the
Haudenosaunee directed by their
respective Council of Chiefs are the
only authority empowered to raise
the men on behalf of the people.

3. The citations used in this paid
advertisement quotes from; Arthur
Parkers' historical manuscripton the
Great Law which has been rejected
by the Grand Council of Chiefs at
Onondaga in 1973. The Haudeno-
saunee does not recognize the num-
bered system of wampums.

4. The Council of Chiefs advise
the local newspapers running such
ads to seek council from die Mohawk
or Onondaga Nation regarding any
discussion of the interior workings of
the Haudenosaunee.

5. The Tri-Council at Akwesasne

Hillary and Hannah

•Babies

The New Year brings many good
things including new life. On Janu-
ary 3rd, 1990, a baby girl was born to
JoAnri & Ronnie Swamp. She was
born at 8:34 a.m. at the Hotel Dieu
Hospital. The baby girl weighed 7
lbs. 4 1/2 ounces, and measured 19
inches in length. The baby was named
Sue Ann Swamp.

Hannah Christie Lafrance was born
on January 4,1990, at the Hotel Dieu
Hospital. Her proud parents are Hi-
lary and William Lafrance of
Akwesasne. The baby weighed in at
8 lbs and 1 ounce, measuring 20 and
a 1/4 inches long. She was bom at
3:37p.m.

40 Years for the Davids
The Akwesasne community joins the
David family of Kanatakpn in cele-
brating the 40th wedding anniver-
sary of John and Mary David.
Married On January 9,1950 at the St
Regis Catholic Church, the Davids
were attended by Francis Mitchell
and Betty Benedict Lazorc. They
have lived happily in Kanatakon on
the "top of the oilF ever since.
Through hard work and.dedication
they raised seven healay children
including: Kenny, Brian, Sheila,

Charlene, Milh'e, Matt and Greg.
They are the proud grandparents of
12 "spoUed" grandchildren.
John retired from AlCOA in 1986
after 30 years of work but remains
busy farming on St Regis Island.
Mary is aformerhead chief oftheSt
Regis Band Council (now the Mo-
hawk Council of Akwesasne) where
she continues to serve as a council
member. BpththeDavids have dedi-
cated much of their time to improv-
ing life at Akwesasne;

Mid-Winter
Ceremonies

Mid-Winter
Setekosene

January 31,1990

When the constellation of stars called
"Ohtf Jcwa ta'"is directly oW oiii
homes, we then wait for the New
Moon. Upon seeing the New Moon,
we will sleep five times and the fol-
lowing morning will be the first day
of Mid-Winter, also called the New
Year, and in Mohawk is called "Sa te
kosene."
In the Mohawk world, this is one of
themainhighlightsoftheyear. Itwill
consist of five consecutive days of
ceremonies: 1st day: There will be 3
Great Feathered Dances a) The first
Great Feather Dance sponsored by
the Faith Keepers; b) The second
Great Feather Dance sponsored by
the Chiefs and Clanmothers; c) The
third Great Feather Dance is for the
Creator and is sponsored by the entire
Mohawk Nation.
2nd Day: The Longhouse divides
into two parties. The clans of the
Wolf, Turtle, and snipe (men and
women) enter the longhouse through
the East door or, as it is usually re-
ferred to as the men's door. The
Bears, Eels, Deer and Beaver enter
the Womens' door from the West.
The main event is the Stirring of the
Ashes Ceremony.
3rd Day: The White dog Ceremony
(Sun, Moon and Star Dance), the

people bring sacred tobacco.
4th Day: Atonwa, Personal Thanks-
giving, Children's name giving, and
Drum Dance.
5th Day: "Kaientawano"orPeach-
stoneBowl Game. Bring our favorite
possession to give as a prize to which-
ever side of the house wins the game.
Renewals of the different medicine
societies will be announced and is
usually done in the afternoons. We
acknowledge our good fortune of the
past year and request of the Creator to
let all the powers of all life to prosper
and continue to be supportive of our
lives. In song, in dance and in words
of appreciation we the Mohawk
people set aside these five days to
honor the Creator.
Also an important part of the Mid-
Winter Ceremony is to bring human
life in harmony with the natural world.
We must not forget we are but one
form of Creation and are obliged to
respect the lives of others.
Remember those wishing home vis-
its must contact the faithkeepers.
Remember to dress in traditional style
and please bring you own eating
utensils so that we don't waste paper
cups, plates and utensils.

was sanctioned by the Haudeno-
saunee Council of Chiefs in the mid
1980's to better coordinate Hiiiitono-
saunee land issues and other matters
relating to the general welfare of the
Mohawk People.

6. The Onondaga Council of
Chiefs, FJrekeepers of the Haudeno-
saunee, recognize the condoled
Chiefs;Ross David, LouisThompson,
Richard Cook Jr., and subchiefs
Ronald LaFrance, Tom Porter, lake
Swamp, and Eddie Gray as the lead-
ers sitting in council on behalf of the
MohawkNation. These men have sat
in council for the Mohawks for many
y e a r s / ' •; V '."•'.: '.'. ••• '•' ".

7. Because of the unauthorized use
of the Great Seal of the Haudeno-
saunee we advise any and all readers
to question statements issued by this
group or nay other groupof individu-
als claiming to be "Warriors" using'
o u r s e a l . ; ••'. . •'• :- ' - ' •/'••• •'.;*

8.TheOnondagaCouncilofChie£s
will begin to issue communiques
regarding die disinformation being
presented by these unauthorized in-
dividuals in their statements and ad-
vertisements.

9. For further information contact
the Mohawk Nation at (518) 358-
9531 ortheOnondagaNation at (315)
469T7810.

Dawnaytoh,
Onondaga Council of Chiefs

Kahnawakes Prp-
test To Governor

General
Her Excellency the Right Honorable
Jeanne Sauve,
Governor-General and Commander-
in-Chief
Greeiiagsl from-
Longhouse of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy - Mohawk Nation -
Kahnawake.
We wish to remind you of our posi-
tion regarding the so-called Mohawk
Nation Office and the renegade
Warrior Society both of whom claim
to be a part of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy Kahnawake Branchhere
in Kahnawake and their activities such
as the Mohawk Super Bingo project
The position of our Council complies
with the official statement of the
Confederacy Councilat Grand Rivek
Country, Ohsweken, Ontario, dated/
August 20,1988 Getter appended). X ^ - ^
You had previously received a copy
direcdy from them in 1988. You
were also previously informed by us
in a letter dated December 20,1988,
of our position in support of that
Confederacy Council position.
"Those individuals who persist in

these activities are outside of the
Sacred Covenant Circle and may
leave themselves open to the laws of
a foreign Nation."
Those who go outside the Circle
leave behind the clans, laws, ceremo-
nies and cease to exist"
This means that those people persist-
ing in activities such as the Mohawk
Super Bingo project are not part of
the said Confederacy and that as a
result they are subject to outside laws
and cannot shield themselves against
the foreign laws with the laws of the
Confederacy.

Todate.it seems tous that theFederal
Government has failed to inform the
Quebec Provincial Government that
those people here in Kahnawake who
are pursuing such activities as the
MohawkSuperBingoproject,tnfeict,
arenotapartof the said Confederacy
and do not have access to its'protec*
tion, nor do they represent the Mo-
hawkNation as they constantlyclaim.
As a result of this seeming ignorance
on the part of the Quebec Provincial
Government officials, the recently
appointed Quebec Minister of Indian
Affairs-JohnCiaciahasjustrecently
ent^ed into some kind of negotia-
tions with the non-legal entity of
people here in Kahnawake concern-
ing their Super Bingo project In any
event, we consider any settlement
resulting from these negotiations to
be null and void. ";; "

see Kahnawake page 3


