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Akwesasne Leaders Support Efforts to
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The Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne has given its full and
unequivocal support to Elijah
Harper and the Chiefs of the First
Nations of Manitoba in their efforts
to kill the Meech Lake Accord.

In a resolution of the
Council passed on June 20»1990,
the leaders said the Meech Lake
Accord either directly or indirectly
impacts negatively on unsurrendered
aboriginal rights.

"It is not only in our interest
that the Meech Lake Accord not
pass as it is. It is in die public's
interest that it di& Why? Because
ordinary Canadian's taxes will
continue to increase to pay for.
social assistance and other support
programs instead of allowing the
people of the First Nations to
become self-reliant. We must have
greater power over our own affairs
and access to our lands and
resources . t o become
self-supporting. Meech Lake will
make it much more difficult for us
to get those basic elements because
the power will shift more to our
traditional adversaries, the
provinces.". ; * ; . . -

"If the Constitution is
realigned to shift power to the
provinces, governments like the
one I lead in Akwesasne will have a
harder time convincing the youth
that we should continue to work

within the system to achieve gains.
I and my fellow chiefs are fighting

a desperate battle to win the hearts
and minds of the Mohawk people in
support of peaceful progress," he
added. "The violence at Akwesasne
is the product of decades of abuse
and frustration. Our rights have
been neglected and we have hot
been allowed to grow as we should.
The result is illegal activities on a
large scale."

"The building block
approach, which we are told to

follow and in which everybody's
interests and rights are taken care of
before ours, is not acceptable. We
see the Constitution more like a
fort that has been built to keep us .
out and that Meech Lake is a
renovation which is making the
walls thicker. Let us help renovate
the fort with you so that we may
live amongst you with equal
opportunity. Otherwise, it will be
hopeless for us to negotiate our
inclusion later. The consequences
of keeping us out will affect
ordinary Canadians as much as it
will us."

The six point offer from the
Prime Minister, designed to appease
aboriginal objections, was described
by the Mohawk Council as
"...weak, inadequate and
insulting...". The Mohawk leaders
point out that five of the points
must be negotiated at some point
regardless of Meech Lake.

In response to criticisms that
the First Nations waited until the

last minute to voice their
objections, Grand Chief Mike
Mitchell pointed out that such
ignorance of the facts is further
proof of how tiie First Nations are
ignored most of the time. "The
First Nations were the first to
object in 1987 to Meech Lake arid
we have consistently said so. Only
now has anyone paid attention to
us."

"We were promised in 1982
that our rights would be dealt with
honorably in a constitutional
process over a period of five years.
The process came and went arid we
did not get the recognition of our
rights to self-government because
the political will did not exist
amongst the First Ministers.
Consequently, we are not impressed
by new promises of a process. The
result of the lack of an amendment
in the first process has been the
perpetuation of the welfare
economy for native people across
the country."

The Meech Lake Accord
failed to pass before its deadline of
June 24, which put the future of
Quebec's membership in Canada in
question. Indian Time will
continue to cover the constitutional
debate in Canada and how it affects
the Mohawks of Akwesasne. lV

POTSDAM COLLEGE NCSTEP STUDENTS WIN
S 1 ^

NCSTEP STATEWIDE AWARD WINNERS- Joseph Phillips, left, and Hillary George,
right, both seniors at Salmon River Central, are tongratulated by P&tsdam College
President William CMerwin upon receiving Merit Awards for outstanding achievement
from the New York State Science and Technology Foundation. The students, participants in
the Potsdam College North Country Science and Technology Entry Program (NCSTEP),
received certificates of recognition engraved on a plaque, a $4,000 award ($1,000 a year) to
be used toward expenses at the college of their choice and an expense-paid trip to Albany on
Saturday, June 16, to receive their awards. They also received congratulatory letters from
Governor Mario Cuomo. Hillary and Joseph were among 20 STEP participants statewide to
win the awards. .• '.. ' . ; : : : -

: ; , •:• :';VV /,;•; '. ;•••,-• " / • •' ' .- • . • • • ' • • . \ . _• •. . . . ;'

Two high school students who have been participating in the Potsdam College North Country Science and
Technology Entry Program (NCSTEP) have received Merit Awards for outstanding achievement from the New
York Stale Science and Technology Foundation.
Hillary George and Joseph Phillips bom seniors at Salmon River central, each received a certificate of recognition
engraved on a plaque, a $4,000 award ($1,00 a year) to be used toward expenses at the college of their choice and
an expense-paid trip to Albany on Saturday, June 16, to receive their awards. They also received congratulatory
letters from Governor Mario Cuomo.
Hillary and Joseph were among 20 STEP participants statewide to win the awards. In order to be considered they
had to have a grade point average of 85 on a scale of 100, rank in the top 10% of their class, earn SAT scores of at
least 1,000, demonstrate leadership, and plan college study in a scientific, technical or health-related field.
Hillary is planning to attend Colgate University to study premed. Joseph, who will be attending Hamilton
College, is also planning to study premed.
North Country STEP is an educational support program that provides informational, experiential, advising and
academic support services to 7th through 12th grade students from minority or low income backgrounds. The
objectives of STEP are to encourage selection of and persistence in high school mam and science courses, and
enroUment in scientific, technological, health of health-related two-or four-year college programs. North Country
STEP services are provided atno cost to eligible students and participating schools* - - ,'
There woe 120 students participating in the Potsdam College NCSTEP program this past year.
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Indian Police to be
Controlled by State:

Mohawk Sovereignty to End
Governor Mario Cuomo has

introduced legislation into the New
York State Assembly which would
create an Indian police force at
Akwesasne but completely under
the control of the state.

The proposed law, entitled "An
Act to amend die criminal procedure
law and the Indian law, in relation
to the creation of indigenous police
forces by Indian governments", was
set to be introduced into the
Assembly before the lawmakers
adjourn July 3.

Cuomo's plan calls for the Indian
police to come under the direction
of the superintendent of the New
York State Police and to enforce
state laws only.

Among the provisions of the bill:
- the police will be held accountable
to an advisory committee appointed
by the superintendent with no
Mohawk input
- the Indian people will not be
consulted before the law is passed,
nor will they be allowed to make
recomendations or changes.
-the law makes no provision Tor the
respecting of bf&an traditional law
or even Indian sovereignty. " '
-the Indian police will be paid as
employees of the "recognized" tribal

councils, meaning traditional
councils at Akwesasne, Onondaga,
Tuscarora and Tonawanda will be
excluded and leaving the police
open to political abuse by corrupt
tribal governments,
-no mention is made in the law for
the enforcing of the Mohawk
Nation Judicial Code,
-the law does not define the
proposed "tribal courts."
-all real jurisdictional powers of
Indian governments with regards to
law enforcement will be assumed
by the state.
-the advisory committee appointed
by the state police would exercise
ultimate control over jhe finances
and training of the Indian police,
-there is no provision for a police
force with jurisdiction over all of
Akwesasne despite Cuomo's
promises to the contrary in May of
this year.
-the police will have limited
investigative and arrest powers
since they will be bound by a recent
U.S. Supreme Court decision
which restricts their powers to
residents of the reservation only. A
Mohawk living on the "Canadian'
side of Akwesasne could not be
stopped, held or arrested by the

proposed U.S. tribal police.
Non-Natives could not be arrested,
nor could Indians from other
reservations. '
-the law would permit the state to
create an Indian police force with
any "nation, tribe or band" they
decided to recognize as "legitimate."
-in special instances die Indian
police forces would come under file
direct control of the state attorney
general. . \. ' • -'-'/.- -;.,,. .•"•;..

.-the state retains "full criminal
jurisdiction over land owned and
occupied by nations, tribes or bands
of Indians" despite the Iroquois
claims to sovereignty,
-by taking physical control over
Indian lands the state destroys all
elements of Indian sovereignty and
with the active participation of the
tribal councils and the Indian police
f o r c e s . . '• • -•'•.'.;••; :. ' . ' / '

If passed, the law would take
effect immediately. Opposition fit)
the proposed bill has been organized
by various Iroquois governments
including the Mohawk Nation
Council of Chiefs.

St Lawrence College Graduation 1990
The Aultsville auditorium was
brightly lit and beautifully
decorated. The graduating students,
their families and friends waited
nervously for the 30th convocation
at St. Lawrence College. There was
much excitement in the air as
former classmates huddled in small
groups to talk about final grades
and future careers. The graduates
were willing to do anything to get
their hands on a convocation
program to see who the Academic
Awards winners were! Finally,
everyone was dressed in the
traditional academic gowns and
hoods and Ushered into the

auditorium. (This scenario took
place twice. The Saturday morning
graduation was for the Business
Department and the Visual and
Creative Arts Department. The
afternoon graduation was for the
Applied Arts Department,
Technology Department and the
Trades Department)
Over 300 students graduated on that
day. We, the faculty and staff, were
proud of our Native graduates:
Luanne Phillips in the Behavioral
Science Technician Program, Dyan
Swamp in the nursing program,
Candace Two Bulls in the Finance
program, AUyson Lazore in the

Nursing Assistant program and
Vincenette Cook in the Finance
program. Vincenette was also
named to the Presidents List which
recognizes outstanding students in
this college. She was also the
recipient of the Don Peddie
Memorial Award which is awarded
to a Finance student who is a
success in the program, gives
assistance to fellow students and
shows signs of personal growth. It
was a real joy to be there when
Vincenette was presented with these
Academic Awards! I was also proud

See Graduation on page 6. •..".•'.

State Police Crackdown Continues
Massena-based State Police

contine to arrest Mohawk residents
at checkpoints on Route 37 for a
variety of offenses.

Routine patrols of the reserve
have also netted a number of arrests
for DWI and other violations.

On Thursday, June 22, Joseph
Sharrow, 40, of Cornwall Island
was charged with felony DWI and
felony aggravated unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle, first
degree. He was arraigned in Fort
Covington Town Court and
remanded into custody pending
further court action.

Debbie Laffin, 38, of Cook
Road, was charged with DWI and
issued a summons to appear in
Bombay Town Court on July 10.

Chadwick Swamp, 21, of
River R o ^ was charged with DWI
and unlawful possession of
marijuana. A passenger in his car,
George Amato, 41, of Altona was
charged with unlawful possession
of marijuana.

Rose Jacobs, 26, of Cornwall
Island was charged with DWI and
issued a summons to appear in
Bombay Town Court on July 10.

Oil Friday afternoon, Warrior

society number John Bigtree
Thomas* 33, rf St. Regis, and his

wife Leslie, 28, were charged with
obstructing governmental
administration, a misdemeanor,
after State Police stopped arid
questioned two juveniles in
Hogansburg. Leslie Thomas was
also charged with disorderly
conduct

One of the 15-year-olds stopped
and questioned was operating a
vehicle with switched plates. The
driver's companion was found with
marijuana. Both face family court
action.

Nelson Thompson, 20, of
Cornwall Island was charged with
DWI early Saturday morning and
issued a summons for Bombay
Town Court June 26.

Leslie Thompson, 39, of

Hogansourg was charged with DWI
and is scheduled to appear in
Bombay Town Court on June 26.

Donald TarbeU, 31, of Bombay
was charged with DWI and is
scheduled to appear in Bombay
Town Court at a later date.

Brandon Cook, 18, of Cook
Road was charged with DWI,
traveling 90 in a 55 m.pJi. zone,
failure to comply, passing in a
no-passing zone, and unlawful
possession of alcohol. He will
appear in Fort Covington Town

Court on July 7-.
Samuel Lazore, 32, of St

Regis was charged with DWI and
refusal to take a chemical test He
was arraigned in Bombay Town
Court and remanded into Franklin
County Jail in lieu of $1000 bail.

Jonas Jacobs, 18, of St. Regis
Road was charged with DWI and
traveling 85. in a 55 na.p.h. zone..
He will appear in Bombay Town
Court July 10. \

Susan Square, 32, of
Hogansburg was charged with DWL
3rd degree aggravated unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle,
unlawful possession of marijuana,
and refusal to take a chemical test
She was arraigned in Bombay Town
Court and remanded to Franklin
County Jail in lieu of $750 baiL

John Patrick Benedict, 30, of
St. Regis was charged with
criminal impersonation and
second-degree aggravated unlicensed
operation of a motor vehicle at 8:30
pjm. Sunday. He was arraigned in
Massena Town Court and
committed to jail in lieu of $500
bail, police reported.

Meanwhile, State Police have
relocated their checkpoints at
various points on the reserve to
accomodate traffic to and from
local businesses.
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