
PAGE 2 THE INDIAN TIMES

Is a news service
for the Mohawk
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Begun in July of 1983, the Indian
Times is a news journal dedicated
to reporting on what is happening
in Akwesasne and our sister
Iroquois communities.; The news
policy at Indian Times insists we
try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as wecan. We encourage
and invite opinions different than
ours. We are committed to a free
and open press at Akwesasne. We
believe in the unrestricted flow of
information to our people. By this
means, we have the ability tomake
intelligent, informed decisions
about our collective future.
Indian Times is a product of the
people of Akwesasne. If is your
newspaper printing stories about
you. Please feel free to contact our
Kanatakon offices in the
Akwesasne Communications So-
ciety Building if you have con*
cents, compliments or plain old
curiosity about thematerial printed
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CALL(AM) (518) 358-9531
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can be purchased-atthe following

Wil-JaysGrbceryi.., .....Cornwall Island
NAITC .,.......;...y....Coinw«il Island

Hammill'sStott.,...;.j.........;.Ropspvelt6wn
Arrowhead Gas .,....^i;;........,.«,..:.Rpme37
Akwesasne Museum..............Hogansburg
Senior Citizens Center ...........Hogansburg
Harry'sMarket _.........._. Hogansburg
St RegisMohawkSchool ........Hogansburg
Atomic Place...........'.............. Hogansburg
Mohawk Video ,.L;...~....:...>.> Hogansburg
Sandy and Chat's Hair Design,."
Akwesasne Home for Elders.
Ticket's ............. ^ . . . : , ^ .RegisYi l lage
Govemnvait..................... St. ItegisVilage
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne
Buckshots .........:...,.....,.. SL Regis Village

Country Comer Store ..............:....Route37
Lawrence &Dyan'sSmokeShop.Route 37
Cook'sGasBar.i;....ii.™...i.....™-Roote37
Fish'sIGA...........-iiy.F<»Covingjton,N.Y

Mitchell's Grocery..^......i;..,.,,.^...* Snye
Phillip'sGrocery .....„.....-..:,...^.:V.»...Snjre
Akwesasne Fuels...............................Snye
OkwarineGasStation..................Routh 37
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The Indian Times is published
weekly, subscriptions ta The In-
dian Times: $40 per year; Coyer
price; .50; Bulk orders of Indian
Time: .40 per copy on consign-
ment, call our office for set up. .
With a circulation of 1350-Within
Akwesasne, Kahnawake and sur-
rounding communities.advertising
in Indian Time can be a profitable
move for your business. Call now.
518-358-953S;forrates. :.
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EDITORIAL
It is one year to the day, June

6i 1989, that anti-gambling
activists stormed the TVI Casino
and dragged out the illegal slot
machines, smashing them with
rocks, dubs, and bats, and starting
what would probably be the
roughest year in our people's
history.

It's been rough, all right I've
lost one of my best friends,
Mathew Pyke, who was murdered
by an unknown assassin as he set
forth to help some of our people
escape from the George house in
Snye. His death has been rough on
me, and sometimes I feel like it's
getting worse, like it was all for
nothing, I thought his death would
wake some people up, particularly
those of our friends "on the dark
side" of the gambling issue.

Gambling issue. There's that
phrase again. Funny, but it's hard
to see this as a "gambling issue"
when it's only a small part of a
greater, tragic whole.

I thought some of the
pro-gambling friends that Mat and I
had in common would wake up to
what was happening and see the
basic wrongness of this campaign,
but that is not so. Nobody has
changed sides. Perhaps I was naive
to think they would. This is no
longer an issue of "Is it right or
wrong?" but "How much more
wrong can it get?" The people on
the dark side are beyond hope, it
seems, and nothing short of an act
of God can turn back this awful
tide. The destruction these people
seek for Akwesasne will eventually
consume themselves along with
anyone else unfortunate enough to
get caught near the flames.

Mathew's memory keeps me
going. I often wonder what he
would've done if it was me that
caught the bullet I had been shot
at once myself, as had many of the
people of conscience who manned
the barricades. None of us wants to
quit regardless of how hopeless the
whole thing feels. We buckle up
and fight the despair, the
apprehension, and hope that if there
is a Creator, Mat is right there with
him, telling him how to help us
out when we really heed i t If
anyone could find a way to bridge
the gap between Earth and the
Spirit World, it would be Mathew.
Even if there isn't a Spirit World,
Mathew is the type of soul who
would create one.

I can see him now, under a
bright sun, planting the see'fl&y
wiping his brpwv • ttad looking
across the fields for a glimpse of a
deer at the edge of the woods. He
doesn't see one, but he knows
they're out there. A hawk soars
against the wind above him, and
Mat smiles. "At least there's a
hawk," is what he says, and goes
back to the task at hand.

That's the Mathew I knew.
That's the Mathew I will

continue to know.

Darren Bonaparte

Letters to the Editor

Dear "A Community
Minded Person" :

Thank you for finally admitting
to the public that indeed there were
shots fired at the blockades on the
night of April 24th, 1990. Until
now, it was perceived by many
people as a mere concoction. You
and your people have helped us
prove exactly what type of
individuals we are up against.

The shots were bouncing off the
pavement and there are people who
will vouch to this fact They were
not warning shots aimed over bur
heads. You seem to think that you
can go around shooting at people -
without them having the right to
shoot back - n o t even in
self-defense. Whatever firepower
the Anti's did have (if any) was
nothing compared to what you and
"Your Community" had/has.

I did notice that you did not s ip
your name at the end of your letter,
which proves to me exactly what
type of a coward you really are.
You, My Fellow-Mohawk, are the
type of person who hides behind a
gun to make yourself feel
important In this case, it is most
likely that drugs give you your
courage. Are you afraid of the law
enforcement officers stationed here
at Akwesasne, as they have equal
fire power (unlike the Anti's) ?
Well, maybe if you sold your
"priceless" gun, you would have
money to feed your children -
whom you have done such a fine
job brainwashing.

Most of the world has finally
seen the MSSF/Warrior Society for
what they really are. Prior to the
shooting incident, some fell for the
"brainwashing" propaganda being

dished out neatly by MSSF
"bigwigs". (Nfcmely thtJsV' least
respected ftfroughout the
community). Now that your
Warriors are teamed up against men
with equal fire power, where are
they ?. And where did you get the
idea that the roadblocks are illegal ?
Aren't cocaine and other narcotics
illegal ? Aren't slot machines
illegal ? Isn't smuggling illegal ?
It seems to me that, under your
definition of sovereignty, anything
goes.

Who were the people practically
begging the State Police to enter
our "sovereign" territory to
dismantle the roadblocks? It seems
to me that the term "sovereignty" is
declared by your people only when
it coincides with your illegal
activities, and it is only applicable
on one portion of Akwesasne.

I sympathize with your children
because food was taken from their
mouths for an unworthy cause, but
only a parent has the responsibility
of providing for their family.
Thus, when that parent involves
him/herself in illegal activities,
then only mat parent is to blame.

We (labeled Anti's) never hid
from anyone for any reason
whatsoever, and the MSSF are so
quick to deny their involvement in
any acts of terrorism to everyone,
as often as necessary. We were out
in the open - it was the Warriors
who hid under cover of the night

The various observers have
helped us in presenting the truth to
the outside world. It is for this
reason that the observers
(non-native members of outside
communities) have also been
harassed. The reporter who was at
the home of Davey George while
they were under constant AK-47 fire
can honestly state that the only.
time men fired back was in
self-defense and retaliation.

The investigation/coverage of the
murder of Jr. Edwards has been
spectacular, but what has been done
to find out the truth about the
murder of Matthew Pyke.

For someone so concerned about
the appearance of people, I am very
curious to see what you look like -
or are you afraid to show your face
(especially in daylight)?

Signed, Margaret Peters

Honorable Mario M. Cuomo
Governor
State of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York

Dear Governor Cuomo:
We would like to express pur

appreciation to you for the
assistance provided by the New
York State police in temporarily
stopping the violence that, has
resulted in the death of two men in
our community.

We request that the State Police
maintain a presence in Akwesasne
as long as the threat for more
violence remains and until a
Mohawk Police force is established
for all of Akwesasne.

It is unfortunate that our
situation deteriorated to this point
It is our goal to turn this tragedy
into a positive outcome and to
ensure that no further deaths occur
in our community.

Toward this end, we have
prepared a Peace Proposal (enclosed)
that will lead to a permanent
resolution of our problems. It was
telefaxed on May 3, 1990 to the
governments meeting of the United
States, Canada, New York State,
Ontario and Quebec held in
Montreal, Quebec and received a
positive response from the
participants.

We would like to bring a
delegation to Albany to meet with
you and your senior staff on
Tuesday, May 8, 1990 at 10:30
a.m. to discuss this proposal in
detail and discuss how the State of
New York can assist us in
achieving the objectives presented
in the Peace Proposal.

In addition, you have been
misinformed about the role of the

arrior Society in the violence that
has devastated our community. Art
Montour has been convicted of
preventing your own State Police
from performing their duties and the
Warrior Society is involved in
smuggling and other illegal
activities. We remain perplexed as
to why you consult with the
Warriors yet will not meet with the
legitimate governments of
Akwesasne. .

Crime is so extensive that the
greed people of Akwesasne have
lost control of the community.
The peace plan provides for action
which only the governments of
Akwesasne in cooperation with the
State can take to restore lasting
order.

Part of the problem we face at
Akwesasne originates outside of our
territory and lies in yours.
Criminals at large in your
jurisdiction are illegally selling
restricted weapons to Mohawk
gangsters who then import them
into our territory. The first step is
to stop the illegal sales at the
source. Smuggled cigarettes, which
bring in huge profits to the
"Warriors" and others, pass
through Buffalo and elsewhere in
New York. Stopping that illicit
trade is our priority.

The aforementioned problems
are some of those we face. If we
both believe in law and order, we
must cooperate on a government to
government basis to put an end to
the crime.

We look forward . quick
ieply to our request so that we may
plan our travel to Albany.

Sincerely,
An Akwesasne resident

Dear Mister Minnows,

I enjoyed reading your little speech
in Cindy's Voice and I found it to
be very educational. I guess not
many very many of us"antis" can
afford to kill as many brain cells as
you; After all, your ambiguity on
how to enter our tent at the Eastern
blockade was a sure sign of
intelligence that we seem to not
possess.
It was kind of a learning experience
for me to see someone with such a
superior mind crawling on the
ground under a makeshift door
because he couldn't figure out how
to open it
Were you rewarded a prize for
collecting the most names for your
hit-list? A new gun perhaps?
Some names appeared on the list of
people who never even attended the
roadblocks. A sure sign of drug and
alcohol abuse. Seeing things that
aren't really there.
You should try running for Chief or
something so you can share your
wisdom with the rest of

OBITUARIES;
Theresa Oakes
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Theresa Oakes, 73, died « 3:30
a.m. Wednesday at the B a d Dieo V
Hospital, Cornwall, Ontario, whew
she had been a patient since May

' 2 2 . : v •••• : ' ; A A • • • • ; • • • • ' • ; > ;
The funeral was held at at St Regis
Catholic Church, with the Rev.
Thomas Egan presiding. The place
of burial was in S t Lawrence•;•'.
cemetery, St Regis, Que.
Arrangements were with Donaldson
Funeral Home, Massena.
Surviving are a son, Thomas M.
Rochester; three daughters, Rita
Arbour, Nepean, Ontario, Veronica
Cook, Snye Quebec and Mrs. John
(Gladys) White, Hogansburg; 20
g r a n d c h i 1 d r c n , 11 ;
great-grandchildren; a sister, Mrs. .
Louis (Agnes) Sunday, Snye,
Quebec; two brothers, Mitchell
Phillips, Fort Covington, and Peter"
Phillips, Hogansburg, and several
nieces and nephews. * .
predeceased are two brothers
Richard and John, and three sisters,
Anna Lego, Sadie Leflair, and Mary
Buckshot A V V
Bom in Hogansburg on Oct. 3̂
1916, a daughter of Louis and
Maryann Cree Phillips. $he
attended Hogansburg schools. She
married Mitchell Thomas Oakes.
He died April 24,1968.
Mrs. Oakes was a member of the
Homemakers Club, Snye Que. and-
a communicant of St. Regis
Catholic Church. /-*

Mary Lafraiice
Hogansburg-Funeral services for
Mary Lafrance, 71. ofOld Route ,
37, Hogansburg, were held at St
Regis Catholic Church in)
Hogansburg with the Rev, Thomas
Egan, S.J., officiating,
the wake was held at the home of
Mrs; Lafrance's sister, Harriet
Lafrance of the St. Regis Road
starting Saturday until the time of
the funeral Monday.
Arrangements were with Phillips.
Memorial Home, Massena.
Mrs. Lafrance died Thursday (May
31, 1990) at the Alice Hyde; •
Hospital in Malone, where she had
been a patient since May 28. '
surviving are one son Joseph at
home; tv > sisters Harriet Lafrance
of Hognnsburg and Katherine
Montou' jf Rooseveltown, . ' >
She was predeceased by a son
Angus, Sept 28,1987T

Mrs. Lafrance was born Dec. 16,
1918 in Hogansburg, daughter of
John and Sarah (Wood) Laughlin. .
She wed MitcheU Lafrance in 1940
at the St. Regis Church. ;•"•:; •
She was a homemaker and
communicant of the St. Regis
Catholic Church.; ;

Akwesasne. I'm sure Indian Affairs
didn't mean it when they said they
didn't recognize the new staff at
MCA- Some even commented it
was laughable. That's not fair.
They should get to know you tike
the rest of us do before they laugh.
I'm sure if you keep telling people
how intelligent you are someday,
someone might believe you.
I read somewhere that people who
belittle others are those who are
most unsure of themselves and may
not realize this fact I think it was
in the AA handbook. I also had a
problem with alcohol as a result of
growing up in a dysfunctional
family but I faced the problem head
on and worked through it The first
part of alcoholism is anger,
stemming from denial, secondly,
admittance, which is the hardest
part then lastly, acceptance. ; ;
I'm sure you didn't hurt the editor of
"Indian Slime's" feelings. He is
not as defensive as some editors in
Akwesasne and can take criticism
because he is sure of himself and
his capabilities as a journalist and ,.
of his acuity that he needn't
advertise it '•'.;• ;•,'.'"'':

I know for a fact that Cindy has
refused letters submitted by "antis"
and refers to them as being
erroneous. She is an At expert in .;
that department A i
As much as she would like to claim "
their letters as being untrue and
unpunishable their letters are
accepted in respectable newspapers
off the reserve I would like to see
Mister Minnows letter be published
in any other paper. : i
Minnows, your colleagues are
starting tp get nervous. You're
being accused of shooting at the
Wpckades and peoples homes.
Better get a new van, Preferably a
different color. •"•••.. •'. ' '>,'

K a w e n n a h e n t e C o o k •
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