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Akwesasne Leaders

j|iii^rgency Funds

(June 1,1990, Akwesasne) Mohawk leaders have presented the federal
government a $14 million "Emergency Recovery Han For Akwesasne."
The recovery Plan sets out a wide variety of programs and projects
considered essential to repair the damage of the recent violence at
Akwesasne and to prevent its reoccurrence.
"With all the trauma and mental anguish which the people of
Akwesasne have been subjected to in the recent past, a comprehensive
plan of recOvery^econstruction must be implemented," said Mike
Mitchell, Grand Chief of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne (MCA).
''Our plan provides for psychological counseling, economic recovery,
training and facility construction. The obvious emphasis is on job
creation in a variety of sectors, namely; building and road construction,
a sewing factory; tourism, small business development, administration

and o t h e r s . " ^ •'''•}• , v ' ' ' ' ' ' . . ' ' •• ' • . • • '

Although the single greatest component of the plan calls for significant
economic development dollars, children's education figures prominently.
"One of the most disheartening aspects of the current crisis has been the
disruptions of the education to our children and the possible long term
negative effects of growing up in a violent environment,'' added Grand
Chief Mike Mitchell.."It is obvious that if Akwesasne is to have a
future, counseling must be provided to our children and also to the
people responsible for their education;"
Although the Council puts much of the responsibility for the
prevention of the recent, violence on the federal and provincial
governments, it prefers to focus oil the present and future needs. "The
only concern is heating ute community and providing as much
assistance as possible to the Mohawk' people of Akwesasne," added the
Grand Chief, "The Canadian government has neglected the problems of
Akwesasne for decades. The multi-jurisdictions and the various borders
that dissect our community have been used as excuses by outside
governments for not helping us to build our community. It is time they
stop blaming each other for their collective inaction. The Canadian
government must now live up to its obligation to help us survive as a
p e o p l e . * ; ; i i ' '•••;'': . ' V . '• ' • ' • ; •'•"' '•' -,. " '. -."

Mostof the illegal activities have been stopped for now, and
Akwesasne isassured by the outside governments and law enforcement
agencies that they won't be allowed to resume. As a result, many
people are out of work. The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne will try to
fill the void with legitimate jobs and sound economic development.
However, the current employment and training programs were not
designed to handle a large and sudden influx of people. Consequently, a
new plan of action has been created and it only lacks funding for its
implementation. :
Community property and houses have been damaged by bullets and by
fire and they must be replaced or repaired. In addition, residents incurred
damage to vehicles and other personal property.
The MCA is..riot calling for dead-end make-work projects or short-term
employment Those type of stop-gap measures win only make things
worse in the long r̂ n. Rather̂  the MCA's Recovery Plan calls for
assistance in the overall* long-term economic growth of Akwesasne.
The call for funding assistance is also going to the provincial
g o v e r n m e n t s / •'>•'•• : v •'.•"•.•••••' ' " - . . '

Other needs identified in the plan are a community Safety Commission
to plan for contingencies; recreation funds to help rebuild social
structures; an adult training center; 5 more psychologists to add to the
one currently on staff; drop-in and out-reach centers; increased policing;
tutoring and summer school so students can catch up on missed studies;
and, increased post-secondary funds.
The MCA stresses that its Recovery and Reconstruction Plan represents
the bare minimum needs and that unforeseen consequences of the
violence are sure to surface later.
The federal governments initial reaction is generally positive but it is
still top early to assess it properly. Meetings are scheduled to pursue
discussions ion the Plan. ;

license Sought
lor Mohawk Bingo

St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council chiefs Leo David Jacobs and
Lincoln White met with George Big Eagle of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs June 5 to discuss a new permit for the Mohawk Bingo Palace
s o u r c e s s a i d . • , ' • ' ; - • ; • : • . ' ' • ' - " • • " / . ' ' ' • • • ' • > . • • ' , - , } / • / •

Also on the agenda, according to sources, is a proposed license for
Billy's Bingo Hall. Both commercial gaming facilities have been
closed since Match 23 when local residents prevented gambling patrons
from entering Akwesasne.
On April 24 the two barricades on Route 37 were destroyed by fire and

bulldozer following attacks by opponents using machine guns.
Before the gaming halls could open the reservation was occupied by

fouf police forces irrclutog New YcA State tnxtpers.
Attending the session at the Flanders Inn in Massena, reports say, was

Norman Tarbell, recently elected to the Tribal Council in a
controversial June 2 vote.
Tarbell had pledged in his campaign to "put people back to work" by

secJd^ l̂lMwapening of the various gaming halls as soon as possible.
AcodnJIf̂  to tribal officials an estimated 400 people were employed

by the gambling halls but only 150 were said to be Indian. .
Big Eagle is an area representative of the B.I.A. Under |he 1988

federal Indian Gaming Act commercial gaming facilities such as the
Bingo Palace must meet specific guidelines and be majority owned by
the tribal government before a license could be granted.

In April of this year Emmett Munley, an investor from Las Vegas,
Nevada, was held to be the manager of the Palace by the New York
State Supreme Court. Munley was to replace Guilford White and Basil
Cook, the men who had him forcibly removed from the Palace by the
Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force. .
WHIiare Sears, owner of Billy's Bingo Hall, has operated his gaming

facility since 1984. Originally the holderof an "exclusive" tribal bingo
license Sears has never paid any n ^ to the tribe, sources said.
Seajs at one time sued the Trtoal Council because it had entered into

an agreement with the Palace.

The home of Angus Lazore, 69, of Tsiniene was vandalized June 1.
The vandals were apparantly upset with the anti-warrior activities
of his children. The vandals sprayed "F—Harold TarboH"

human communication never
are the best*" (not at

While upset at the attack
against his home, Mr. Lazore would not be intimidated by the
a s s a u l t . • - , . • " ' • . ' • . , . . • . ' - . . ' • ' ' • ; ' • ••;:: ' •...-'•'• V • .

DAVE JACOBS AND LINCOLN
WHITE BETRAY MOHAWK

SOVEREIGNTY
Tribal Chiefs Turn To New York State Law To

"Trim" Voting List
Controversy surrounds the St.

Regis Mohawk Tribal election held
this Saturday, June 2, in which
Norman "Nummie" Tarbell defeated
Head Chief Harold Tarbell.

Harold Tarbell and his supporters
have said they will contest the
results of the election, citing
numerous irregularities in the way
the election was conducted by
Tribal Clerk Carol Herne, Herne,
the wife of Sub-Chief candidate
Julius "Speed" Herne, is said to be
at the center of a deliberate effort to
limit the number of voters in this
years election.

Norman Tarbell defeated Harold
Tarbell by getting 637 votes as
opposed to Harold's 538, a

. difference of 99. 12 votes were
considered invalid. The Sub-Chief
position was won by Harold
Tarbell's running mate incumbent
Hilda Smoke. She got 549 votes,
defeating Warrior Society member
(and Norman Tarbell's running
mate) Melvin White and
pro-gambling ex-Chief Julius
Herne. White received 404 votes
and Herne received only 215,
splitting the pro-gambling vote.
19 votes were considered invalid.

Freedom School
Vandalized

When the teachers and students ar-
rived at the Akwesasne Freedom
school June 1st, they found that it had
been vandalized. Files and books lit-
tered the floors in every room, the
xerox machine was cracked and now
totally unuseable.discscontaining vital
school correspondence were de-
stroyed, even their phone was miss-
ing. Profanities were scrawled on the
blackboards.
The school director suspects the van-
dals were children and the incident
was reported to the New York State
police.
The children are the real victims of
this act of violence, in a place where
the political tensions should not exist,
they are targeted. Regardless of the
chaos of their building most of the
students' were distracted by the car
wash mat was scheduled for that day.
They wort aUdwed to play outside.
The students were eager to clean up
and rid themselves of the ugly re-
minder of fear and intimidation.

A total of 1187 votes were cast.
The exact number of eligible voters
is unknown since a number of
voters were added to the list during
the voting. Witnesses say they saw
a number of people go into a back
room with Carol Herne, returning
to the outside to get into the voting
line after their names had been
"found" in the Tribe's computer.
The controversy began after Herne
released a notice to the press stating
the voting requirements for the
upcoming election. One of the
requirements was that only enrolled
members living on the "American"
side of the reservation would be
allowed to vote, a requirement that
hadn't been strictly adhered to in the

past. A voting list was released,
and many of the names deleted were
people who actually resided on the
"American" side of the reserve.

Some tribal members who
actually resided on the "Canadian"
side had not been deleted either.
Tarbell's supporters cjaimed that by
"picking and choosing" who could
vote in the upcoming election,
pro-gambler Carol Herne and Chiefs
David Jacobs and Lincoln White
were severely limiting his chance at
a victory.

The issue of the voting list was
heard by State Supreme Court
Justice Andrew W. Ryan on Friday
after a suit was filed to have it
thrown out. Ryan ruled in favor of
the Tribe's new voting list and said
that if a person did not meet the
Tribe's requirements, they were not
allowed to vote.

The results of the election came
as no surprise to either political
camp. Pro-gamblers hailed the
advent of " a new age of prosperity"
while anti-gamblers predicted the
beginning of a new dictatorship.

Shortly after leaving the
community building where the
voting took place, Norman Tarbell
predicted that the Mohawk Bingo
Palace would re-open soon and the
casinos would follow suit once the
Tribal/State Gaming Pact was

He did not elaborate on who
would own and control the casino
operations, but promised to "put
the peoplel)ack to work."

Harold Tarbell called the elections
" a good example of what kind of
government we can expect from
these people in the future." He said
that efforts are underway to have the
election results investigated in
as-yet undetermined forum.

Some of the discrepancies in the
election were as follows:

•The changes in the voting list
were not discussed in a public
meeting with Tribal members,
•Chief Tarbell was never informed
of the change in the voting
requirements.
•The changes in the voting
requirements were never voted on
by Tribal members.

•Residents of the "American" side
of Akwesasne were denied the right
to vote, even after proving their
residency.
•Residents of the "Canadian" side
of Akwesasne were allowed to vote.
•People who were not enrolled
members were allowed to apply for
membership on election day and
vote.
•People from all over the United
States were allowed to vote, while
people from Akwesasne were turned
away.
•People who appealed the voting
list were not informed of their
eligibility to vote until hearing it
on the 6 p.m. news the night before,
the election.
•Guilford White, an observer and
manager of the Mohawk Bingo
Palace, was seen pawing through
the ballots during the counting.
•People "came and went" during the
counting. In the past, the door was
locked during the counting of the
ballots.
•Several people (including Chief
Jacobs) gave instructions prior to
counting. In the past, only the
Franklin County Sherrif gave the
instructions.
•Harold Tarbell was denied the right
to see the list of people who
actually voted. Clerk Herne told
him it was confidential.
•Their was no appeal process set up
until people who had been refused
the right to vote demanded it on the
day of the election. The County
Attorney did not make up a list of
rejected voters until people
demanded mat he do so.

•Harold TarbeH's naime was;
originally removed from the voting
list, including those of his family
members. His brother Josewas
removed from the list, and he has
never lived on the "Canadian" side.

At press time, more of
discrepancies had not yet been made
available to Indian Time, but we
will include these in a future update
of this story. Also, look for a;
•legal" perspective on the election
controversy and the planned appeal
of the results in a future issue.
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Margie Skidders • graduated from
Potsdam State University May 13th,
with her Masters Degree in Science
and Education. Margie is the diflxW
of the Akwesasne Freedom scb«f)L

Tony Laughing's
Bail Revoked ;

After making fun of the judicial
system of the United States for over
a year; TVI owner Tony Laughing's
bail was revoked and he was
remanded into custody for
violations! of his bail restrictions.
He was arrested at a State Police;

roadblock for possession of teat gar
and was also accused of entering his
casino to manage the operation.
Don't bend over for the soap, big
g u y . . ••• ;•:• ^ • • v \ . : y V ; *". .
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