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POTSDAM
FAGUttYTO

PARTICIPATE IN
MINORITV

EIHJCATION

Two Potsdam College faculty
members. Graduate Education
professor William Doody and
Science and Technology Entry
Program (STEP). Director Minerva
White, have been invited to speak
in Ithaca at a June 11-12 conference
on minority student education."

"An Upstate Effort: Strategies
to Improve Minority Participation
and Achievement in Education," the.
event is sponsored by die Advisory
Committee on the Status of
Minorities, based at. Cornell
U n i v e r s i t y . •••••. r

r •'.":-'.'"••'••• .'-'•• •'••'••'•'

Doody and White have been invited
to discuss their^experiences at
running minority education-
programs at Potsdam College.
They and fellow panelists from
such institutions as the University
of Wisconsin, SUNY •••̂ l.b.any..
Cornell University and i$outh
Carolina State College will present
ideas for increasing minority
participation in education in upstate /
N e w Y o r k . . - : " ' v ' Y . •/"•••• > v : ' ''[;•

Topics to be discussed at the
conference include;, recruitment and ,
retention of minority students and
faculty; "bridging the gap" between;.
universities and private; and
voluntary institutions such as
businesses, churches, foundations
and community, organizations;
affirmative action; and linkages
between higher education and
secondary education. V '..
Among the. key notes speakers will
be: Dr. Frank rH.T, Rhodes^
President of Cornell University;
Reginald Wilson, Senior Scholar
with the American Council bf
Education; RobertBaker, Senior
Provost at Cornell University; and
Sara Mendelei4 Vice Provost at the
University of Bridgeport. "
For more: information on the
conference, phpnei607-25J-3i7O9.

TEKAKWITHA
CONFERENCE HOSTS

ANNUAL SUMMER
\VQRKSHOPS&

CONFERENCE

Workshops designed to assist
Native Americans or persons
ministering in Native communities
from Montana-based Tekakwitha

* Conference are:
June 17*30: Basic Directions in
Native Ministry, regarding present

land future directions within Native
Catholic communities and
Catechesis Workshop, sharing
ideas on feasible options based on a
framework developed by Native
catechists. The Catechesis
Workshop is offered in two-
locations: .,
July 8-21: Rapid City, SD and

July 15-28: Topawa, AZ.
The Tucson Arizona Convention
Center will host the 51st
Tekakwitha Conference August 1-5.
The Conference is named for
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, a
Mohawk woman who converted to
Catholicism and died in 1680 at age
24. The theme of this year's
Conference is Blessed Kateri: Hope
on New Horizons. An estimated
2300 Native American Catholics
from the United States and Canada
are expected to attend to experience
once again an awakening of their
Native Catholic spirituality through
panels, workshops, liturgies and
traditional dancing. For more
information regarding the
workshops and Annual Conference
call 406-727-0147.

ATTENTION
COLLEGE
STUDENTS

If you are interested in attending
college in September or January,
you must apply for assistance from
the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne
by June 15 or June 30 at the latest.

Please see Rebecca Papineau, the
Post-Secondary Counselor, at the
Board Office in St. Regis. You
may call for an appointment at
57-5-2934 0*575-2960:
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The Home of FLowers with Flair

Breaking out of the vicious circle
(NC)—Everyone these,days has heard,
of Columbia, South Artier it: a-r-an
unfortunate, country fighting a war
against drugsandcrime.Here'sahappy,
story from Columbia, tttakes.placein
Medellin, a smdUriown about 300 km
from the capital: Rogaia. It's a story
that shows th<at a little pit goes a long
w a y ' • • " ' • : ' ' • " • ' • • • ' ' • ' !

only to return almost all of her profits
to him at the end of the day. It was barely
enough to survive, but Maria Luisa was
in no positiorito bargain. The only time
she ever made enough to get by was
during fiestas, when she could charge
more—rbut the interest on the loans
Vent up on those days as well.

The modest 15,000 peso loan from
Maria Luisa smiles shyly and. fin- WWB, equivalent to a day's earnings,

gers the soft cotton of a floral print
blouse she has for sale:.Herboutique is
a small island of peace and quiet in the
bustle and confusion of the market:
Live animals, food, art works, furniture,
souvenirs and household items sur-
round her tiny space in the Medellin
Market Building; Like dozens of other
women entrepreneurs there, Maria Lu-
isa can afford to stock her store and rent
the space from the: city because of a"
small loan. She received her "money
through Women's World Banking
(WWB), an international organization

brought Maria Luisa out of that vicious
circle. Mot only has she been able to
purchase her stock, she is now keeping
a much higher proportion of the profits.
La Corporation mundial de la mujer (a
focal affiliate of WWB) has an office at
the Medellin Market which also
operates a day care centre and provides
courses for. women in business. Maria
LUisa is improving her reading and
writing skills there.
'/' Two women, clearly fairly well off,
pause at her stall, examining the sweat-
ers and discussing their quality. They

funded by the Canadian International < size her up and attempt to bargain down
Development Agency (CIDA), one. of -the price.convinced that she will buckle
its major donors. under. She is intimidated, but she does

Mariatuisa, who issepafated from not give in. They relent, with the air of
her husband, is the sote sautee of sup- people to whom price is not really

t U : I J i m p o r t a n t anyway. One decides to
make a purchase, and Maria Luisa takes
her money and painfully, but correctly,
writes out a receipt and returns the

port for her mother and three children.
Before she got her loan; she worked on
the sidewalk,? arranging her. merchan-
dise on top/of.cardoQard boxes. Every
day, she wqulifvisit the local' loan shark
for money tf>'b«y from the wholesaler.

change.
Another small victory.

A MO TO CONCLUDE,
Wfr'VE- GrOT
TOO M
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From Warrior page!

Each nation of the
Haudenosaunee has a position for a
war chief. The principle duty of the
war chief is to present the
complaints of the Clan Mothers to
the chiefs, to carry messages for the
chiefs and to take up arms in case
of emergencies (external threats
"perceived" by the Guardian Eagle)
The taking up of arms was directed
toward external threats, and in that
process the men of the clans within
the nations, if the cause was
acceptable to the women, would
take up arms in defense of the
Confederacy. The Great Law did
not have provisions that allowed
the taking up of arms within the
nations .

If any war chief reacted in a
manner contrary to the interests of
the people, and especially if these
actions were contrary to the
provisions of the Great Law, he
was/is deposed and replaced.

The recent development of
"warrior societies" within
Haudenosaunee communities
reflects realities other than those
sanctioned by the Great Law.
Representatives of these groups
have approached various
Haudenosaunee councils from
Akwesasne to Ohsweken, and they
have not received any support from
any of them. Recently (April
18,1990) they were given some
recognition by two trustees (of
three) of the Saint Regis Mohawk
Tribe of Hogansburg, New York
who agreed to "... enter into a
working relationship..." with them.
The irony, or course, is that this

traditionally oriented Mohawk
militant group (that has not
received recognition from the
traditional Mohawk Nation
Council) has expressed sentiments
in opposition to the "elective"
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal
Council which was created by New
York State.

Within the carefully structured
design of the Iroquois political and
social structures there is a balanced
relationships between its parts.
Within the government there are
always two parties that discuss
considerations, ie, the Mohawk
Nation Council is structured in a.,
manner which has the Turtle Clan^
on one side of the "fire" and the
Wolf Clan on the other. Things for
consideration are discussed within
the leadership and people: of one
clan, and then proposals "cross
over the fire" for consideration by
the other clan. The Bear Clan sits
as an executive, and if the two clans
agree then the Bear Clan is
obligated to follow their consensus.
The same is true on a federal level:
The Mohawks and Senecas
constitute the "Elder Brothers," the
Cayugas and Oneidas constitute the
"Younger Brothers," and the
Onondagas are the "Fire Keepers."
This same balance is expressed in
other aspects of Haudenosaunee
reality. The sun is masculine and
is referred to as our "Elder Brother,"
the feminine moon is "Our
grandmother," and, of course, the
earth is referred to as "Our Mother."
Traditionally, hunting of game was
the responsibility of the men, and
the gardening of the "Three Sisters"
(corn, beans, & squash) was under
the stewardship of the women.
There is an inherent balance of
equity between the genders in
Haudenosaunee culture. This
balance reflected observations of the
faithful balances that exist within
nature. It is similar to the "yin and
yang" philosophical image among
some oriental people. When the
alignment of this balance is
disturbed negative forces are
released, and as with similar
imbalances in nature (pollution i,
overdevelopment, etc.), within
human society the disturbance of
the balance causes disruption.

Among members of the
militant traditionalists there appears
to be an emphasis on the
aggressiveness of the masculine.
There is little representation of the
feminine side of nature. A visual
manifestation of this is exhibited
in their flag. It emphasizes the sun
(Elder Brother), and superimposed
over it is the profile of a -
man...presumably prepared for war.
The color of the flag is a blood-red
representative of aggressiveness.
Contrastingly, the symbols of the
Haudenosaunee are of the Tree of
Peace, the Hiawatha Belt
(signifying the union of the Five
Nations), the Womans' Nomination
Belt, the Circle Wampum
(signifying the fifty chieftanship
titles and the families that they
represent), and there is no outward
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manifestation of the military. The
symbolic representations are of
unity, representation, and peace.
As already mentioned, the
traditional symbol of war (the war
club) is buried beneath the Tree of
Peace.

On the topic of symbols
represented within Haudenosaunee
culture, the traditional manner with
which these symbols were presented
was through the structure of
Wampum Belts. For example, the
Hiawatha Belt and the Circle
Wampum were artfully structured
from wampum beads (cylindrical
beads of white & dark purple made
from quohog & whelk shells).
There is also the Wing or Dust Fan
Belt (representing an ever growing
Peace Tree), and the Woman's
Nomination; Belt (giving political
authority to Clan Mothers in the
chieftanship nomination process).
Other belts were structured to
remember particular events such as
the two Row Wampum, Coming
of the Whiteman, and others.
Within this rich legacy of laws,
events, and obligations there is no
belt that signifies giving authority
to a militant group. Again,
emphasis is on Unity and Peace.
There is no "warrior society
wampum belt."

In contemporary terms,
resulting from cinematography,
novels, and other forms of media,
the concept of the "warrior" has
taken on a mystically admirable
stereotype. In reinforcement, there
have been a large number of
productions that create romantic
"warrior-like" heroes. Rambo is
one of them, as is Arnold
5 wartzenaggar 's var ious
"punch-em-shoot-em" roles. And,
from the Orient comes productions,
based on the various forms of
martial arts including "The Karate
Kid." There is even a mechanized
.version of the "warrior" that comes
to us via the magic of video called
"Robo-Cop." None of these
"heroes" are particularly cerebral in
their approach to solving human
problems. A narrow "good cause"
is selected and the "hero" proceeds
to pummel, shot, kick, strangle,
etc. their perceived opponents until ,
they win. Although entertaining
it's certainly not what most people
would like to see their children
emulate.

Into this conditioned mind-set
arrives the "warrior." He takes
advantage of the stereotype that the
word, "warrior," conjures up.
Added to this is the historically
accurate fact that Native Americans
have been given a raw deal, and this
produces sympathetic reactions
among most of the "viewing
public" (yes, it's a production).
Upon this scene arrives reporters
representing various media (lawyers
too, looking for a good cause to
associate their names with). The
media is looking for a "good story,"
and what better ingredient to spice
up the assignment with, but the
image of a mystic "warrior."
There's not quite as much "spice" in
quoting a Peace Chief, a worried
mother, or a confused grandparent.
NOT do concepts of a Tree of Peace,
a Great Law, a union of Five
Nation produce as exciting copy as
the image of a "warrior."

Every Iroquoian (Mohawk,
Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca,
6 Tuscarora) is born into a clan.
That clan, specific nation, and
confederation of nations is
something of historic value. Every
Iroquoian has a legacy to be proud
of. The predominant reason for that
pride, other than the goodness of
other cultural aspects, is that he/she
is part of the Haudenosaunee (Six
Iroquois Nations Confederacy).
The leagie of nations resulted by
applying a collective logical
intellect to the process of solving
the problem of human disharmony.
The formula for this process still
exists within the Great Law, and
the Peace Chiefs, worried mothers,
confused grandparents, and even the
"warriors" should take this formula
(a gift from our grandfathers and
grandmothers), and prove' its worth
by solving contemporary
imbalances. The generations in the
future, I am certain, would be
thankful if we did.

V Classified
Happy 35th Anniversary to
Michael R. and Sarah H. Benedict!
How did you put up with each other
this long, guys?
From your six children and six
grandchildren, "With Love"

Happy Birthday on May 30th to
the fifth youngest?? or the sixth
oldest?? of Ross and Madeline's
kids!! From his family here, and the
in-laws at Six Nations, Moosonee,
British Columbia and Toronto!!

Happy Birthday to Rakeni
From Tahetanion, Kanawaktake,
Kawenandagoh and Katenions

Happy Be-lated B-Day to my
little sister of a sweetheart
Katsitsiio. You're growing up too
fast for me. Just as long as you
still do dishes for me, I'll let you
grow up! Hope you had a great day.
Kanonronkwa-Konwawihon

Happy Be-lated B-Day to
Hensass. Sorry I didn't get you
anything, but I never do anyway
and I don't have to when you're
related to someone as coo' as me
right. Plus I figured why should I
change now!! Keep up all that good
young adult stuff alright
Onen-ki-bye-bye from your cousin
next door

Best Wishes to Jose and Alice
for a long and happy life together!
With love from the Tarbells and the
Rourkes '

Happy Anniversary to Florence
and Randy Cook on May 26. Hope
you were able to work your way
around Randy's cast!
Love, Emily

Congratulations to Robert and
Connie Hall on the birth of baby
Jacey. She's a beautiful baby! And I
bet she doesn't cry or wet either!
Love, Emily

Belated Birthday wishes to Aga
Thompson on May 2, Kathy Hill
on May 6 and Terre McElwain on
May 11.1 was thinking of you!
Love, Emily

Happy BE-LATED Birthday
to my three cousins Inky, Binky
and Stinky! J/K! ,
To Ter-bear way back on May 7,
Travis on May 16 and Binky on
May 20.
Hope you all had fun. ..
Luv always your most favorite cuz,
Maddi

Happy BE-LATED 1st
Anniversary to Mr. and Mrs.
Margaret Peters, you too Teadore,
WAY back on May 6. Can I help it
if Tm never on time?!!!!!
Love Always your crazy niece,
Maddi

Happy Be-lated 1st
Anniversary to Joe and April
Lazore on May 27. So you made it
through one year with him huh A',
well I hope you, two have 100
more!! So Joe, did A' get that
illustrated magazine you said you
needed?!?! HA HA!
Love Always your friend, Maddi
P.S. See I told you I wouldn't
forget you!!

Happy Birthday to Rakeni on
June 3rd. If you act your age I'll
buy the cane! Just Kidding! I still
think you don't look 50 (oops)
anyway you look 30 years younger.
Love always your 4 little children,
Trade, Madeleine, Scott and Adam

Happy Birthday to Grandpa on
June 3rd. Have a great Day.
Love you, Auggs and ??

To: Douglas George
Welcome home, We're all happy
you're back where you belong!!
From: all your Mends here at the
Times and Akwesasne

A Plea

The cok* they use
Of the beer they drink
puts our Cives in
when their minds

They are under •*•*
influ
whiUshootinqoffaqun
not knowing what they're
snooting at
they're taUL money is..a
& to yet through life, it's
what they need.

What about tove
is money more
than their family
What about trust .
Tioney Minds you so reality
you can't see

dreed is sucn a powerful
.tning • ".;

\t's an addiction that
never ends
1* can't buy happiness or ;
mucneCse
I t can't buy frock tne lives
of my Uvo friends.

tiattbetbeved money
wasn't everything
] .3H. was innocent and
Wouldn't take a side
We tried many times to aet
the greed to leave '.
How it's because of greed
they died .

We may not be able to see
t h e m _ .••" - . - v - ' .'••' '••;••_

But they left their strength
and love
We will never forget them
Now they're safe with the
Creator up above
We don't want revenge
That's not how we are
We just want peace and
unity •'•"/ •'••' '. -'• •"- \'r.~-

We won't give up, we've
come so far

When the dark sku falls
upon us ;;
we sit and fear the night
They are out there waiting

Thinking they can beat urn
because we won't fight

% speak for myself
% can't hurt anu woman or
man ' .". • .-/' . '.';.;"'.,: ,.;

CspeciaCCu my own people
I t mates me wonder now
they can

rty friends and famity are
in that group.
% think of how they feel
After we grew up together -
1 sometimes have my
doubts that *tewesasne
WuX ever heat

Would they be able toiook
a t m e •. • " " •'. " } ' : i :

:"- '
Xf aU the weapons and
drugs were taken away ;
Would they be able to stand
at my side .. •• ;/v,.V-'i ̂ 'i
Hoping Vd forgive them
s o m e d a y •..•••• •':-• C':;)".--"-

X feel no hatred towards
Mhtnx .'• .':.-' tfP'%./:;•.:
Xjust feet sorry and «a<l
That they diet greed and

make their mind* so mad '•"

The taste of money turned
them away . - . :-..'.";-; V
And they each have a coCd
f p e a r t ••-, '••'•'•• :-'"' : - ; . . : - ' r - ' / .

So blinded by the greed
They can't see what tors u*

-apart •- :-'. _" / : '\-'^'"r -


