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4$ a news serulce
for the Mohawk

communltyof
Rkwesasne P
Kahn awake

Begun in July of 1983, the Indian
Times is a news journal dedicated
to reporting on what is happening
in Akwesasne and our sister
Iroquois communities. The hews
policy at Indian Times insists we
try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as we can. We encourage
and invite opinions different than
ours. We are committed to a free
and open press at Akwesasne, We
believe in the unrestricted flow of
information to Our people. By this
means, we have the ability to make
intelligent, informed decisions
about our collective future, vi
Indian Times is a product of the
people of Akwesasne. It is your
newspaper printing stories about
you. Please feel free tocontact our
Kanatakon offices ih the
Akwesasne Communications So-
ciety Building i£ you Jiave' con-
cerns, compliments or plain old
curiosity about the material printed

I t
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' It was a sad day for the
people of Akwesasne when the
pro-anarchy supporters paraded
through our reserve on Sunday,
May 27, and demonstrated in the
village of Kanatakon on Tuesday,
May 29. Many of the protestors
displayed their true colors .when
they verbally assaulted the family
of the late Mathew Pyke as the

"cavalcade of hatred" drove past
their St. Regis Road home.
Shouting such venomous things as,
"You ami's are the real killers," and
phrases that a decent newspaper
Wouldn't dream of printing,
pro-gamblers and Warrior Society
members brought their desperate
campaign to an all-new low.

It is really sad for any
community to have the grizzled
fangs of hatred bared for all to see,
but it's even worse when the
owners of those fangs bring along
their children, It's should be a
crime for people to bring up
. children' in such a morally corrupt,
spiritually bankrupt environment as
the pro-anarchists provide theirs.
It isn't bad enough that their own
wickedness and depravity has
destroyed their own lives, but must
the second and third generations be
dragged into this quagmire of hate,
too? I pray for these children as
they face the cold, dark future that
lies ahead of them. Maybe with the
Creator's help, they can escape the
vicious circle and come to know the
true respect, dignity, and trust of
the Mohawk people.

Not all of the people
involved in the so-called "peaceful"
protest took part in die harassment
of the Pyke family, it should be
noted. Many of the other paraders
looked aWay, visibly embarrassed
by the display of raw evil that their
compatriots were showing. I
imagine that deep down, many of
these people know that they're
Wrong in going along with this,
but they're too caught up in it and
too dependent on easy money to
break free. I'm sure many of them
feel that if they try to join the other
side, they will meet mistrust,

suspicion, and fear. They're
probably right. This campaign of
harassment and violence has gone
too far, and many of them know it.
Getting back into the good graces
of a community torn by grief and
anger might very
impossible for some' of
people. •

If the actions of this small,
desperate group of people sickens
you, it should. It should make you
angry, but don't ever let it make
you hate. Hatred hurts the person
who hates more than it hurts
anyone else, and it would be a
victory for them to bring us to their
level. Let mem settle for pity
instead. It's cheaper.

Darren Bonaparte
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Akwesasne Notes
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Now available in our bookstore

current Native American publica
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
As a veteran of the

U.S. military I take great pride in
participating in the annual
Memorial Day services at the
Andrew Cook American Legion
Post. We set aside this time to
remember those who sacrificed their
lives so that mis generation might
live in freedom. We also pay
respect to those veterans among us
who returned home to raise families
and try to make Akwesasne a safe
place to live in.

On May 27 we were holding our
services at the Legion Post in
Hogansburg. While doing so we
were shocked to hear a procession
of cars blaring their horns as they
went by the Post. Apparently,
these people were protesting the
police presence on Akwesasne but
their actions were highly
disrespectful towards our veterans.

We recognized Loren Oakes,
Gordon Oakes, Pat Thomas and
Betty Mitchell as the leaders of this
procession. We hope these people
and their followers will recognize
their mistake and issue a formal
apology to the Legion and the '
families of the veterans. We trust
that in the future politics will be
kept out of our services.

Sincerely,
A military veteran

OPEN LETTER TO THE
AKWESASNE MOHAWK

PEOPLE:

I have just returned from Matt
Pyke's funeral at Akwesasne. I felt
that it was necessary to let someone
know how critical things had
become there.

I thought perhaps I should write
to the BIA about what I saw and
felt but then I realized that the most
important people to talk to are
yourselves. I have been coming to
Akwesasne to be with you for
approx. 15 years, and over that time
I have seen you walk through time
united.....until now.

I thought that sovereignty
(freedom and dignity, as a people)
was what you value the most and
yet I see it drifting away with the
smell of gunpowder on the wind.

With the death of 2 young men
and all the weeks of fighting you
have come to a crossroads as a
people. With a division as deep as
what is in evidence, you have some
important and difficult decisions to
make as a people. Given the
polarization among yourselves of
the magnitude of what I have seen,
and the necessity of "outside"
intervention by Canada and
America, you as a people need to
look which way you wish to go.
The issue of gambling or no
gambling must be decided to
everyone's satisfaction. I hope all
Mohawks realize that this must
come to resolution without further
violence. If.'you can't or won't
realize that then I ask you to look
in the eyes of your children and see
what is there for you as a people
when they become adults.

Your uncontained anger and hatred
have also brought in your
neighboring countries who will
once again review the question of
accommodating other sovereign
peoples within their boundaries,

Last week I held a grieving
mother and looked in her eyes. She
believes her son died for absolutely
nothing. Perhaps his life and that
of the other young man can become
the outermost limits on either end
of this tearing of the fabric of
yourselves you needed to sit
together and discuss the varying
paths you can walk as a people.

There is a middle road in all of
this and you can find it if you want
to. The Mohawk people are
masters of your own desfiny.

I hope you accept these words
from a friend. I hope you don't
mterpret this letter the same way as
"you Arabs and Jews are going to
have to sit down and discuss this
situation in a good Christian
manner", because it wasn't meant
that way.

Andrew M. Payne

Dear Editor:
I am a member of

the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe. I
served as a Tribal Chief of the Tribe
from 198S to 1988.1 was asked to
run in the election by Julius Herne
and by Tribal Clerk Carol Herne
and both knew that my residence
was on the Reservation in St.
Regis, Quebec. They said that it
didn't make a difference.
Apparently, they now believe that
residence makes a difference.

On May 17, 1990, my right to
vote in tribal elections was taken
away from me by chiefs David
Jacobs and Lincoln White and Clerk
Carol Herne. I Was given no
warning that I would be stripped of
my voting rights. Chiefs Jacobs
and White and Clerk Herne failed to
notify the public of this action in
any Tribal Council monthly
meeting and the people were given
no opportunity to request a
referendum vote on this very
important issue. J

How many more of our rights
will be 'taken from us by Chiefs
Jacobs and White and Clerk Herne?
What's next? Will they take away
my membership? Will they take
away your membership?

Chief Harold Tarbell was not
notified beforehand of this illegal
act and has been working ever since
to rectify the situation.
Will nominee Norman Tarbell

stand up for our rights? I don't
think so. He promises to work
closely with Chiefs Jacobs and
White. If he wins the election on
June 2nd be ready for a dictatorship.
If he wins the election I will fear
for our future.

Rosemary Bonaparte

Dear Editor,
I am very concerned about the

future of Akwesasne. I have lived
here most of my life. I used to be
proud to say that I am a Mohawk,
and now I am ashamed. I am very
ashamed to say that I am a
Mohawk.

I am ashamed, because I have to
fight my own people, because of
money. Our people lived happy
lives without casinos, smuggling
and especially " warriors" -. I don't
know how people could be so
selfish. All you money hungry
people are actually willing to kill
your own people for money!!! I
have absolutely no respect for you
people at ALL!! .

I am one of the many people at
the roadblocks. I saw a hit-list that
the so-called "warriors" made.
Francis Boots said that the list was
only a list of names of people who
were at the roadblocks. That is a
bunch of BULL, because my sister
in-law was never at the roadblocks
and her name was on that list, and
she has three very young children.
Where as I was at the roadblocks
every single day. I never hid from
you people, I was always out in the
open, and my name was not on the
"Hit-List".
Most of you people from the

MSSF know who I am, yet I
wasn't on the list, WHY? So don't
you give me any BULL about it
not being a "hit-list". And if it
were just a list of people at the
roadblocks, then why do you have
"D=Dead Meat"? I Wish that you
would explain that to Brian Cole,
who had four (4) D's beside his
name, and look where he is now!!!
He was lying in a hospital bed just
because he was trying to find a
missing man, who had been
presumed dead after the MSSF shot
at the roadblocks.

I was there that Tuesday, April
24 night when the MSSF,
smugglers, pro-gamblers and drug
dealers shot straight through the
Eastern Blockade.

John Boots said on national
television, that the "warriors" are so
peaceful, because nobody got shot
That is a bunch of crap!!! The only
reason that nobody got shot that
n i g h t is because
SONKWAIATISON was watching
over us, and for no other reason,
but that. Don't ever say that your
followers weren't shooting to kill
us, because they were. Otherwise a
bullet would have never come less
than an inch away from my head,
while I was kneeling down. It was
so bad that bullets were hitting die
ground right beside me, while I was
lying on the ground to try and avoid
them. Now if that isn't violent
then I don't know what is! Only a
bunch of sick people would do mat
to their own people

Despite all the harm that you
and your followers have done to my
family, friends, and myself, we still

find it in our hearts to pray for you
people. We pray that nobody gets
hurt Even though I can barely,
stomach being in the same room

with you sick minded people, lean
still find it my heart to pray that
nobody, from all factions gets hurt
or kitted.

If all of this gunfire and
violence keeps up. If I get shot at
one more time, I am going to go
straight to your house and tell you
to shoot me. And if you can't do it
I'll go to one of your dragged up
warriors and tell them to shoot roe.
I'll even give them the gun!!

You are a bunch of sick
people. To actually open fire on
your own people, I don't know
how you people avoid having a
guilty conscience when you are
actually willing to take up arms .
against and kill your own people!
If it weren't for that tobacco I was
carrying for protection on that
Tuesday, I truly believe that I
would have gotten shot I have
never seen people pray so hard in
my life. And that is what saved my
life that night

•S igned, •. .• : • , .• ' .-;':-/-1. '• _."

An anti-violence,
anti-"warrior", anti-gambler,
anti-smuggler and pro-peace
M o h a w k . ,".'. -.'. ';• ; : - ' • '• } ' ",

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I am a resident of Akwesasne. I was
bom and raised here, I lived through
everything that has happened in the
past few months. I spent all the

time I could at the blockades
and supported the cause with
everything I had. The blockade was
up for 32 days, all together I spent
30 days there. I Believe in what fin
fighting for, I know everyone that
Was there do to. If no one there
believed in what they were fighting
for it wouldn't have stayed up that
long, it wouldn't have taken the
"warriors" and pro's to shoot
directly at us to make us leave. In
that 32 days people have been
thcough things that they never
expected to experience, we*a»e
been shot at. almost ran over by the
"Warriors" and pro's and everything
else. It seemed that every time we
were attacked the people who came
to tear down the roadblocks were
under the influence of either drugs
or alcohol, except for the one night
Minnie Garrow came and attempted
to tear it down. With her, one who
use to be highly respected by the
community, it was just pure hate. I
think that was the worst thing that
I experienced being at the
roadblocks, it wasn't getting shot at
or being called names, it was the
hate between the people. I am only
17 years old and I always saw the
community together. ;

There is a saying "don't dwell on
the past but live for the future,"
there are times when I find it hard
to live for the future because of
today, I don't know what tomorrow
holds for me, am I going to be
alive, so I guess I dwell on the past
remembering how yesterday was,
the times we were all one
community.
Just seeing what the "warriors
society" is all about I'm very happy
that the outside police forces are
here to help keep the peace, I hope
they stay until we know for sure
we'll be safe without them, if we
ever will be. I just feel sad that we,
the community, can't keep the
peace ourselves. -

'Signed: " •••^•'•;-.:-'r^-\S
A Youth of ."a used to be"
community <

P.S. The reason I signed my letter
like that is because this place is no
longer a community to me, just a
place where people live in fear.

IN APPRECIAtlOti

The family of Mathew John
Wenhiseriio Pyke would likeTto
thank, the friends, members of the
clergy, community members, and
die Mohawk Nation Council,
Recreation Committee, Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne for the
donations, flowers, mass cards and
other expressions of sympathy in
our time of need. ; :'
We would also like to express our
appreciation to the staff of the ABce
Hyde Memorial Hospital and the
staff of Donaldson's Funeral Home.
Thank you once again. . . . ' . . •
Harry and Margaret Pyke and
f a m i l y . . . ' . • . ; • . • • ••/.'-'• f ' : •'•'••"


