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community of
nkwesasne ft
K ah n awake

Begun in July of 1983, the Indian
Times is a news journal dedicated
to reporting on what is happening
in Akwesasne and - our sister
Iroquois communities. The news
policy at Indian Times insists we
try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as we can^ We encourage,
and invite opinions different than
ours. We are committed to a free
and open press at Akwesasne. We
believe in the unrestricted flow of
information to our people. By this
means, we have the ability to make
intelligent, : informed decisions
about our collective future.
Indian Times is a product of the
people of Akwesasne. It is your
newspaper printing stories about
you. Please feel free to contact our
Kanatakon offices in the
Akwesasne Communications So-
ciety Building if you have con-
cerns, compliments or plain Old
curiosity about thematerial printed
inIttjfc Instal l itttttW. v"
Niawenkowa, Akwesasne for your
support . • ._'.•:•• •'. ̂ 'y-'-:';:\< •), ;•
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NESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT

WISHES TO REACH THE
COMMUNITY OF

AKWESASNE. WE RESERVE
THE RIGHTTQ REFUSE ANY

ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT
ARE BLATANTLY H A R j f c L

TO THE WELFARE OF THE
PEOPLE IN GENERAL.
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Metamorphosis and Pain
ByKanetiio

Akwesasne has experienced
dramatic; irreversible, events in the
last two months. Such has been
their power that we can never again
be what we were nor hope to return
to those receding days. We have
many choices to make but the
opportunity to select our particular
fate will not last long.; We must
act quickly, yet no decision should
be made in haste.
Akwesasne is a community in need
of a strong central government with
sufficient and strong forces
necessary to remove the fear form
our midst. If we cannot secure
peace through power than we must
realize, and accept, a further increase
in terror, more violence, more lives
last. Since it is clear a central
government cannot be established

- without adequate financial resources
which must come from, for now at
least, outside agencies, and that
those funds are channeled through
the "elective" councils therefore the
creation and survival of this
government must have their active
support.
The key to a return to peace here is
clearly the June elections for the St
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council.
There will be a concerted effort to
form voting blocks for or against

, Harold Tarbell but it is necessary, if

From Bones
It would be too easy for me to use
this editorial space to rant and rave
about the people responsible for the
problems at Akwesasne, but in the
words of Genghis Khan, "it is
be|ter to light a candle than to curse
the darkness." At least, I think it
was Genghis Khan who said that.
It may have been Andrew Dice

•Clay.-; • /' " . .. '.
instead of pointing the finger of
blame, let's stand back for a
moment and try to find a few
solutions to this tangled mess. It
won't be easy. Any solutions we
come up with will be ripped to
shreds by one faction or another.
Even if we concede to the
pro-gamblmg/pro-smuggung/pro-an
archy/pro-violence faction and
legalize everything they want, they
will still oppose us because they
didn't dunk of it first. If we "just
say no8^ to everything but the
k i t c h e n s i n k , the
antî verything-but-the-kitchen-sink
faction will condemn us because we
stole their idea. So what can we
do? What can we, as a people, do
to find our way out of this
miserable situation?
There are lots of things, actually.
First of all, we can get used to the
fact that there are literally millions
of outside law enforcement officers
patrolling our reserve. In time, the
money from smuggling and
gambling will dry up and it w«U no
longer be profitable for their
adherents to pursue this type of
"economic development."
Considering the amounts of money

we are to survive as a people, to
select the candidate with experience,
clarity of plan, ability to lead,
trustworthiness, honesty. Never
has the voter had such a
responsibility to select the right
candidate yet the pressure to
conform to specific interest groups
will be over whelming.
Fear will be a stormy factor in the
elections. To preserve the
democratic traditions here we must
remove this deadly threat The
people must find ways to band
together to overcome fear,
now until the Tribal elefI
people should deliberately
socials at the longhouse,
fundraising dances at Kateri Hall,
campaign picnics, visits to homes.
Acknowledge and treat seriously the
source of the fear but central it by
isolating it, working around it,
denying it ultimate power. Master
fear by working together,
organizing, fighting its creeping
blackness.

We have suffered tragedy upon
tragedy; our spirits must leave time
to recover from there shocks.
Nothing is to be gained by electing
a candidate who would solidify the
factions but we might yet realize
peace by supporting he who speaks
for unity and peace.

these people have already made-and
the fact that there is no way to
actually know how much they've
made-this could take days, months,
years, or decades.
Both sides of this dispute agree that
if the police forces leave, the
violence will escalate once again.
The outside knows this. That is
why many of the police officers are
"digging in" and getting used to
their new beat We have even heard
reports of police officers picking up
a Mohawk greeting or two and even
applying for bridge passes, but this,
as you might guess, is only rumor.
I have already heard reports that
many of our Mohawk women drive"
through checkpoints on the reserve
specifically to "check out the cops".
As a Mohawk male, I find this

= particularly disturbing and demand
that they stop.
One hopeful sign is the fact that
Mario "I Want to Be President
When I Grow Up" Cuomo has met
with our traditional leaders and
listened to their concerns. He still
insists that he must recognize the
elected tribal council, which at this
time is as corrupt as corrupt can be.
They still do not have a
constitution, and they still act as
dictators. (When I say tribal
council, of course, I dont mean
Harold HfesTfeis; Pony Tail is
Real" Tarbell, whom I would vote
to reflect this June if it wd%at for
the "cut-and-i«w* voting list of
tribal clerk Carol Herne.)
I have always believed that we need
a new system Of government here

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor

I have been following the
developments concerning gambling
on the Akwesasne/St. Regis
Reserve closely and! would like to
send out this message to all the
watiors involved.
I too am Mohawk and even though
I do not come from the reserve on
which you are fighting, these
people are still my people.
All I ask of you is to listen while
you are still able to comprehend the
truth. You have told us you are
fighting for the right to gamble on
the reserve and for freedom of
choice. There was a time when we,
as indigenous peoples, had more
important issues to concentrate on.
Have we become so secure on in
our progress as a nation that
gambling has become an important
focus. You speak of. freedom of
choice, and yet you have denied that
freedom to your own people. This
done by having them flee their
homes for fear of reprisal. You have
denied them the choice of a peaceful
existence.

You are not warriors in the true
sense of the word. Warriors are
born, not made by the ability to
handle an assault rifle. True
Mohawk warriors protect their
people, not pit brother against
brother. Men earn the right to call
themselves warrior through honesty
and strength, you have neither and
therefore have earned nothing. You
have the right to fight and die for
your cause but not at the expense of
others. . ' '
Have your memories eluded you and
have your hearts been so easily
filled with greed and hate that you
have forgotten the teachings of your
elders.
The Tree of Peace is dying warriors,
because there is no one to shelter
and nurture it from the cold winds
that blow through our nation. You
are killing it brothers, chopping at

; it's roots with your false pride and
breaking its branches with your
clouded visions of progress.

Signed:
Jill R. Powless
Ottawa

Letter to the Editor,

The traditional movement in
Akwesasne has been divided. On one
side are those with material power as
their emblem and on the other side are
thosewhoseemblem is spiritual power.
As in any drama, the underdog is the
side with a strong spirit and few mate-
rial resources. The fact that the anti-
gambling proponents are the under-
dog has been made tragically clear by
the arrest of Douglas- Kanentiio
George.

While members of the so-called
"warriors society" and their pro-gam-
bling allies go unquestioned and un-
charged, four Mohawk men involved
in the anti-gambling/anti-warrior
movement were taken to Montreal in

that goes beyond the ancient
."paternalism".;of the U.S. and
Canadian Indian policies. Since
everybody and his brother is
screaming "Sovereignty!" these
days, it seems we should start
working toward that Right now, it
doesn't exist. Only nations are
sovereign, and I stand by my
conviction that we are not a nation.
Anybody who says we are lives in
comicbook landL Nations have
laws and a system to enforce them.
Nations have unity, and unity is a
joke to the Mohawks of
Akwesasne. We have thousands of
bullet holes to prove it
As much as I would like to scream
Out at the injustices of the world
around us and nuke those dang
warriors, it would accomplish
nothing. All I can do is sit here at
my word processor and type words -
of wisdom for you to read and
contemplate. If anybody has any
solutions, please come forward and
let us near them. We have been and
still continue to be a forum for
public discussion on this issue and
others. We still light candles and
encourage others to do the same.
This issue of Indian Times is an
update of the events of the past
month. It has been a while since
we have been able to being out the
paper, as ygp are wett aware, nave
patience w ^ us, and above all,
slop tryin| to burn our building
down. Gci knows there is enough

atmosphere.

a surprise raid on {he reserve by Que-
becProvincialPoliceonMay 13,1990.
The men were taken to Montreal for
questioning and possible charges for
the death of Harold "JJR." Edwards.
All four men were present atthe home
of Doug's brother, Davey George,
duringthegunbattleonMaylthatleft
both Matthew Pyke, an anti-gambler,
and JR. Edwards, a man who hadn't
actively taken sides, dead. The road
surrounding the house had been
blocked by Davey and in his dry sense
of humor, declared a "Warrior Free
Zone." This was a last-ditch effort to
show some resistance to the "war-
riorTpro-gambler alliance that had
dismantled previous anti-gambling
blockades with showers of gunfire the
week before. The George's openly
admitted to taking up arms after that
turn of events, allowing the press
access to their barricade. Doug, who
had been an outspoken proponent of
non-violence, explained in an inter-
view that he maintained the right to
defend oneself and one's community
from terrorism. Those people who the
anti-gamblers defended themselves
against have not come out in the open,
and have denied their presence in the
area in any form.

Police from Quebec, Ontario and
Quebec did not enter the reservation.
until approximately eight hours after
the shooting deaths. Matthew Pyke
was taken to the hospital in a friend's
truck when the ambulance called
would not respond. J H. Edwards body
was removed from his uncle's home
(near the George residence) by the
ambulance before the police entered
the area.

Two weeks later, four anti-gam-
blers were taken into custody. A fifth
man Ernie King, Chief of the St Regis
Police, voluntarily accompanied them
to offer support as two of the men are
St Regis Police Officers. Later that
night, Doug George, who had been
highly, visible during the siege at his
brothers' home, voluntarily traveled
to Montreal to offer assistance. His
brother was one of the men being held.
Once there, Doug was arrested and
charged with first degree murder.

By the time of the arraignment the
next day, May 14, 1990, the charge
had been lessened to 2nd degree mur-
der. Davey George, Doug's brother,
was handcuffed ID Doug as they en-
tered the House of Justice in Val-
leyfield, Quebec. Davey was charged
with weapons violations and allowed
to return home. Doug remained in
custody.

One comment made to the media by
the "warriors" who so self-righte-
ously proclaimed their disdain for
outside governments in the past, was
that they are now beginning to have
some confidence in the system. The
"warriors," otherwise ironically
known as the "Mohawk Sovereignty
Security Force" are moire vehemently
opposed to the Mohawks who see
through their corrupt vision of a mate-
rialistic nationhood than they are to
theNon-Indian governments who they
continue to manipulate.

The guns of the "warriors" are bur-
ied now. They aren't buried beneath
the Tree of Peace. They are buried in
Akwesasne's heart, waiting to be re-
trieved when their opposition next
raises their heads.

Signed: Anonymous .

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter in
response to numerous articles that
have been printed in various
newspapers. I read about how the
"COMMUNITY" took down the
roadblocks erected by the
anti-gambling faction. If this is
true then our reservation of
Akwesasne has more artillery then
we thought On the night of April
24th, 1990 at approximately 11:00
pm the blockade which stood at the
Eastern end on route 37 was over
run by individuals that can be
identified by those who were at the
western end blockade when it was
attacked earlier that evening.

These "community people" shot
off thousands of rounds of gunfire
that night which was directed at the
people manning the roadblocks.
These shots were said to have been
warning shots fired over our heads.
Were we being warned that making
a stand to what we feel is anarchy
would result in our deaths? Is this
where the "HIT LIST conies in?
There were sixty or more people
who were in a frenzy that managed
to leave unharmed that night

After many confrontations with
the pro-gambling people and
warriors who disassembled, burned
and shot at our roadblocks that
night was a night of sheer
desperation on the part of the
individuals who did the shooting.
Those unable to make it to their car

left with other people; the
remaining cars at the scene had
whatever items that were of value
stolen then the cars were burnt and
to my knowledge were towed away
and crushed. Any evidence left was
cleared up and taken away to hide
the numerous bullet holes. All this
was done by what some refer to as
the "COMMUNITY". The very
next day the warrior society had a
press release ready that they were
not involved in the shooting.
Many newspapers write about the
warriors yet they do not bother to
find out who exactly these people
are. They have various
spokes-persons who speak for
them, including lawyers which I
feel is a form of appealing to
outside forces. If in fact they are
innocent of any wrong doing why
do they even need lawyers?

In claiming to protect people
from outside forces most people do
not know who all the members are.
We see those who live in our sector,
of the reservation but do not know
all the members. We sometimes
see one in the newspaper or on
television wearing handkerchiefs to
hide their faces. If theses
individuals claim to protect my
sovereignty I would like to know
exactly who they are, how many
there are and what are their
assumptions as to what they are
here for John Boots claims the
"warriors" are a police force in
Akwesasne. He says they are
popular and well respected. This
must be the first time in the history
of "police" that its members are ?
always incognito.

On occasion, different people
have tried to get in contact with
them to ask these very questions
but were refused.

The warriors have flaunted their
weapons many times and yet accuse
the anti-gambling faction as being
the terrorists and cause the violence.
All information can be verified by
observers who were at many of the
different incidences mat occurred. It
can be verified by looking for the
many casings and remaining bullets
left behind. It can be verified by
looking for the many casings and
remaining bullets left behind. It
can be verified by the cars that were
set on fire. It can be verified by
listening to the recordings On the
scanners of what wasi.gomg to
happen to the "antis" the night of
April 24th.

Also by the recordings the many
police stations have of those who
catted for help and were repeatedly
refused. It could be verified by any
Of the pro-gambling faction or
warrior members who have even an
ounce of decency left within
themselves. All that occurred was
video taped by Sam Henderson of
Hendersons' Funeral Home. The
state police also saw the video
camera set up in a tree. He would
deny this fact because he is a
supporter of the illegal gaming.

If the warrior society are not
involved, why do they seem to be;
ready with a press release
immediately after the incident?
Why are they at many scenes
willing to make statements to the
press of their non-involvement?

As HaroldEdwards Jr. waslaid to
rest a drinking party was going on
by "friends" and family of the
deceased. It was a very sad sight to
See. As J.R.'s father has staled to
the press the fault lies with
whomever brought in the illegal
weapons that began the war
between the two factions and with
police officials who did notbaag to
stop these weapons, from coning
on to our reservation. I only hope
that the police will remain and
disarm any individuals that own
illegal arms. The on% persons
who seem to want police io leave
are those who qtgage in illegal
activities that are stiffen be legal
under the "Cloak of sovereignty''.
As competent reporters pkmse took
beyond just another "gpoditary".

Instead of adding fueHo the fire
in Akwesasne please iavestigate and
verify all information given to you.

Margaret Peters of Akwesasne
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