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POLJCp SEpE JpRUGS, GUNS, AND
MONMtJN CORNWALL ISLAND

Operation1 Trident, a 14-month in-
vestigation into drug trafficking
focused on Cornwall Island and the
City of Cornwall, has nabbed a
number of alleged drug dealers and
over a million dollars worth of co-
caine and marijuana. The early
morning raid on Thursday, May 10,
also resulted in the confiscation of a

I number of handguns and automatic

weapons, and almost $40,000 dollars
in drug money. The Mohawk War-
rior Society, long rumored to be heav-
ily involved in drug smuggling,
immediately denied any connection
to the cocaine ring and publicly de-
nounced the police raid as an invasion
Of their sovereignty; They also spoke
about their own "war on drugs" in
January of this year in which they

warned prospective dealers and buy-
ers, native and non-native alike, to
stop dealing in drugs. Some of those
arrested, however, are well-known
supportersof the M.S,SJF.and smug-
gling operations, but the identities
of said supporters have riot been re-
leased to Indian Time.' continuned
on page 6

TRADITIONAL LEADERS MEETS WITH

Faced with political pressure, New
York Gov. Mario Cuomo held a two
hour meeting with traditional leaders
of Akwesasne on Thursday, NJay 17.
The meetingcameabout after aGrand
Council meeting in Onondaga decided
that a delegation would travel to
Albany for the face to face meeting.

Mohawks Ross David, Tom
Porter, Jake Swamp, Ron La France,
and Eddie Gray were accompanied
by Onondaga Chief Oren Lyons, who
said that the events in Akwesasne will
eventually spread to other nations in
the Confederacy. Cuomo was quoted
in newspapers as saying, "We will not
be able to achieve anything like the
full support of the reservation without

talking to the real leaders and the legal
leaders. The traditional chiefs are the
real leaders."

Jake Swamp told Indian Time
that Cuomb made it very clear that
according to state and federal law, he
can only negotiate with the SL Regis
Mohawk Tribal Council chiefs on
legalizing gambling. Traditional lead-
ers, as well as
'•,: council members from the Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne, would be
included in discussions, however.

Cuomo was also asked about
Ms relationship with Warrior Society
spokesman Art "Kakwirakeron"
Montour.and Cuomo said he only
kept in contact with the Warriors for

WARRIORS, DRUNK DRIVERS
ARRESTED AT STATE POLICE

ROADBLOCK
The police roadblocks in

Akwesasne have led to a number of
arrests of Mohawk citizens, most
notably a prominent Warrior Soci-
ety spokesperson and the son of Art
"Kakwirakeron" Montour. • :

Minnie Garrow, 56, a
spokesperson for theM.S.SJ", was
arrested Friday night. May 18, at
the Rooseveltownpoliee roadblock.
She allegedly tried to move a ve-
hicle barricade placed on Route 37
by state police, according to Lt.
Alfred R. Crary. Garrow became
"verbally 'disorderly*',' and was
charged with disorderly conduct and
obstructinggovernmentadministra-
tion. . . ' ; •-":•: ;.'••••••.:' : ; ' \ ' : ; \ T : '••.'' '•''•

She was arraigned before
Town of Bombay Justice Sidney
Francis and released on her own •
recognizance to appear May 29 in
the town of Bombay. : \

.Warrior Society WarChief
Francis "Ateronhiatakon" Boots
told reporters that the state police
overreacted to the situation. "They
provocate people until they react,"
he said. "It'sasystematicpolicyof
harassment" ^ " •'

Lt Crary denied that the
police overreacted, ;

Two! hours later, police'air-
rested Charles C. Bowers, 52, of
Bombay, with reckless endanger-
ment, a felony, anicriminal mis-
chief, a misdemeanor, after he at-
tempted to drive into a trooper and
struck a car. Police said he was
refusedenttyatapoUceroadblock
at the intersection of Route 95 and
County Route 9. Bowers lives on
Route 37, within the area block-
aded by police, but not technically
part of Akwesasne.': l:::.:\p:-'::\ '•••

Statepolicealsoanestedtwo

Mohawks, Clayton Lazore, 31, and
Matthew Jacobs, 31, for driving while
intoxicatedFndaynighL Lazore was
also charged with resisting arrest and
sentto Franklin County Jail in lieu of
$1,000 bail. Jacobs was issued an
appearance ticket and released.

Thie day before, a Warrior
Society attorney accused state police
of trying to provoke a confrontation
when they arrested Arthur Montour,
Jr., also known as "Sugar" for rea-
sons unknown, for disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrest. "*

'..{-".Montour, 17, is the son of
Warrior,* spokesperson Art
"Kakwirakeron" Montour and a
memberofthemilitantM.S.S.F. His
arrest came after police stopped and
arrested Brandon Thomas Sharrow,
17, of Kanatakon, for criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance at
4:30 p.m. Thursday.

He had about 7 grams of hashish in
his possession, according to state
police.

M^ontour and Cohen ap-
proached the arrest scene in a sepa-
ratecar and Montour allegedly called
police "every name in the book." He
was arrested and charged with disor-
derly conduct,aviolatk>n,andresist-
ing arrest, a misdemeanor.

Cohen said of the incident,
"It's one in an ever-growing number
of incidents precipitated by state
police. There are racist comments
made,peoplearebelittled,andthey're
subjected to a full range of constitu-
tional violations."

Meanwhile, police continue
to arrest people for driving while
intoxicated. Estimates of the num-
ber of police officers on the reserve
during each shift are approximately
lOO.accordingtonewspaperreports.

the purpose of obtaining information.
Cuomo and Art Montour were part of
the team negotiating the Moss Lake
encampment of the 70's., in which a
caravan of Kahnawake -and
Akwesasne Mohawks seized art aban-
doned girl's camp in the Adirondack^.
The settlement of the dispute eventu-
ally resulted in the establishment of
the Mohawk territory of Ganienkeh, a
small back-to-nature settlement lo-
cated west of Pittsburgh,New York.
That territory has since become a
Warrior Society training camp and
the site of a bingo operation. A Na-
tional Guard medivac helicopter was
shot down over that territory in recent
months,

injuring a doctor on board.
Cuomo assured the leaders that

New York state police will continue
to patrol the reserve until a lasting,
peaceful solution can be worked out.
He downplayed their request for the
disarmament of the Warrior Society,

however. "If we can legally get at
them, we will," he said.

Tom Porter had a few com-
ments about the meeting. "The mat-
ing was a meeting with very many
good words by all parties," he told
reporters,'Tomorrow and next week
we will understand ifthosegood words
have material to them and structure to
itand if it doesn't, then we will speak
very loudly."

Controversy
Surrounds Tribal
Election Caucus
The Tribal Caucus, and the new

voting list prepared by Tribal Clerk
Carol Heine/ has sparked
controversy about the legality of
the upcoming elections.

Nominations were held on
Saturday, May 19, for the
upcoming tribal elections on the
American side of Akwesasne. Head
Chief Harold Tarbell was nominated
to seek reelection against challenger
Norman "Nummy" Tarbell, a
Mohawk ironworker and auto
mechanic from St. Regis Road.

Norman Tarbell is a pro-gambler
who has said he supports legalizing
casinos. Harold Tarbell has been a
staunch opponent of gambling.
The nomination of Norman Tarbell
came as a surprise to many
anti-gamblers present at the
sparsely attended caucus. Many
people thought Julius "Speed"
Herne or Russel Lazore would be
nominated, but only Lazore was
nominated for the position of chief.
He declined: the nomination and
seconded the nomination for
Norman Tarbell. Both he and Herne
are former tribal council chiefs.

Harold Tarbell was nominated by
Lois Terrance and seconded by
James Russell. Norman Tarbell
was nominated by Fred White.

The June 2 election will also
decide who will fill the position of
sub-chief. Melvin White, a
pro-gambler, was nominated by
Bernard White and seconded by
Roger Thompson; Incumbent
Hilda Smoke was nominated by
Mae Cole and seconded by Salina
Smoke. Pro-gambler Julius Herne
was also nominated for the position
of sub-chief by Harry Benedict and
seconded by Peggy Pylce.

The election has already sparked
controversy. Tribal Clerk Carol
Herne, the wife of candidate Julius
continued on page 6

INDIAN TIME EDITOR CHARGED
WITH SECOND DEGREE MURDER

Quebec Provincial Police have ar-
rested and charged Indian Time edi-
tor Douglas M: George in connec-
tion with the murder of Harold "JR."
Edwards. George, 35, also known
as Kanentiio, has long been an out-
spoken opponent of iUegalgambling

He aimeii himself in'to po-
lice when he heard that his brother,
David, and three Mohawk Police
Officers had been taken in for ques-
tioning about the May I gun battle
that left two Mohawks dead. He
was interrogated extensively on
Sunday, May 13, and arraigned the
following day at Valleyfield, Que-
bec, where he pleaded not guilty to
the charge of second-degree mur-
der.

Defense Attorney Philip
Schneider told reporters that the po-
lice had physical evidence against
George, including a bullet, a gun,
and a ballistics test linking the two.
A Quebec Police spokesman con-
firmed thatthevictim,Edwanis,died
about 4 a.m., at least three hours
before the death of Mathew Pyke,
and that the body had been moved'
by persons unknown to where it was
found. They released no other de-
tails. • " - , • ' . •

George is being held at the
Parthenais Detention Center in Mon-
treal, pending a bail hearing Tues-
day. His brother David has been
charged with pointing a gun at Arthur
Yopps. Both brothers were
manacled together when taken to
court for their arraignment. Warrior
Society members and anti-gamblers

were present to observe the court
proceedings, and at least one M.S .S J7.
member, spokeswarrior Rowena
General, made harsh comments about
the anti-gambling brothers to televi-
sion media, labelling them "terror-
ists."

Detailsof the Snye gun battle
aie'still sketchy at press lime, bur. a
few details are known. Doug and
David George and a small number of
friends had barricaded themselves
(along with two white reporters) in
David's River Road home to protect it
from Warrior Society auacks.accord-
ing to statements made to the media.

After midnight, they were
fired upon by a large number of people
from at least three directions and re-
turned fire as a defensive gesture.
Witnesses say the sporadic gunfire
continued throughout the night. Calls
to the Q.P.F. and R.C.M.P. for assis-
tance were made, but no assistance
was sent.

At dawn, a number of
Mohawk men approached the area to
help the George brothers and their
friends evacuate. Mathew Pyke, 22,
was shot in the back while walking
toward the house with Joe Lazore. He
was transported out of Snye in the
back of a pickup truck when the
Mohawk Council ambulance atten-
dants refused to venture into the area.

It was also reported that pro-
gambling supporters at a makeshift
roadblock attempted to stop the truck
from getting out of Snye.

Pyke died during surgery at
Alice Hyde Memorial Hospital in
Malone at approximately 10:50 a.m.

Edwards, considered by
some to be neutral but sympathetic
to gambling supporters, wasdiscov-
ered dead by Massena reporter Joel
Grey, who was walking through the
area. Edwards wasfoundnexttolhe
house of his uncle, Ray Lazore, a
member of the M.S.S.F.

It appeared that he had
been shot leaving the house because
small amounts of blood were found
on the wall behind him, but police
would later discount this theory, the
discovery of the body at 3 pjn.
prompted New York State and
Canadian police forces to converge
on the reserve to provide security for
the investigation.

Doug George, the editor of
Indian Times and Akwesasne Notes,

and Warrior Society members for
violent attacks in the past His car
had been smashedanumber of tones
and burned in the violent attack on
the anti-gambling roadblock. His
home had been shot at during a bite
night driveby and threats had been
made upon his life on a number of
occasions.

At press time, no arrests
have been made in connection with
the murder of Mathew Pyke. The
Mohawk Police force and native
leaders havebeen very critical of the
entire Q.P.F. investigation of the
c a s e . . ' ; • - . • •• ' ' • • • ' - ; • ' " • • . . • • • • • .

Indian Time will continue
to coyer this story as details are
made available.
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