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P«derai Criminal Prosecutions

This is a summary of the criminal prosecutions brought
by the United States At torney against 11 Mohawk
individuals for illegal gambling activities at Akwesasne.
I he individuals and the status of their cases as of February
8, 1990, are as ftUoi»«: r ! '-'.••• ; . .• ' ' r ' .
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Pleaded guilty to possession of a slot machine in his establishment,
the Bear's Den, in exchange for two other counts against him being
dropped. Fined $5,000 and sentenced to a year and a half in prison.
As part of his plea arrangement, Tarbell reserved the right to appeal
the charges on the issue of jurisdictibn. •

2. JAMES BURNS. : " "y •.'_•/)
Pleaded guilty to "possession
and was sentenced to 18 months in
seized from his Silver Dollar C^ii
FBI and state police. ^ ^

RODERICK COOK ^ ;' - :•
Found guilty by a federal court juf
in the Night Hawk Arcade. Sentet ced to
five months in a community facilit;

machines in "Indian Country"
rison. Forty-nine machines were
(6 in the July, 1989, raid by the

of possessing 62 slot machines
five months in prison and

P A U L T A T L O C K ; V : - - ' > / - . •• [.••>:. '•••• . . ' ; • • •'' .- • ."

Pleaded guilty to slot machine possession in the Casino Royale.
Fined $5,000 and sentencedto 1$ months in prison. .

Pleaded guilty to promoting gambling. Fined $500 and sentenced to
two years probation. . ' ; ! . : • ; ••.-•-.- ,

DAVID J. ; / \ ) / . / / : \ \ , . / .
Sentenced to 15 months in prisoni for possessing slot machines in

' ^ ; ^ i ' ' ' ' ' '

WILLIAM SEARS; '.V-V" ' ';/v {• 'y^ ••-..•.• '. •" :- \ .
Found hot guilty of slot machine possession by a federal jury after
Jerry Cook testified that he, not Sears, owned Wild Bill's Grocery and
Deli, where 30 machines were found. After the trial, U.S. Attorney
John Brunelti would not comment on whether Cook would be
charges with gambling violations. -' ."-•*,-;:--

S. RUDOLPH ^ | ^
Trials on charges cf operating an illegal gambling business were
postponed in Novemto, 1989. /

On November 15v 1989; federal district judge Neal McCurn denied the
defendants' motions to dismiss title indictments. The court made the
following rulings/Of importance; \ " - „, , ,

»••. ; ••-:."•. :; see Illegal page 5

The Blockades:
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12:30 a.m. State police report there are 25 arrest warrants for
Akwesasne residents including Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force
members Steve Cooper <fpr varioustraffic infractions), Newton Laftanee
(for menacing)andAdam Bigftee(felojayassault). •
2:24 a.m. MSSF'.says in 40 minutes "Operation Crash" will begin.
2.55 a.m. Allen Peters, Bobby Lazbreand Vincent Benedict reportedly
stop at the eastern blockade. Peters gets out of a car with a bat. He is
argumentative and threatehs;the blockaders but leaves before any damage
i s c a u s e d t o ' t h e b a t r f c a d e s ' : . ' - V " ; •.•'•••:':;.•• : ' v ; \ , - - - • /

3:00 a.m, MSSF fails to initiate "Operation Crash".
3:20 p.m. SomeOnem a vehicle allegedly owned by MSSF member Joe
Back throws afirecrackernear,the eastern roadblock.
4:33 p.m. Shots firedfromarea near western roadblock.
7:15 p.m. Blue Oldsmobile tries to hit man directing traffic at western
b l o c k a d e . . • . " . ' • - . , • • • : • • " " " . • ' - • . *'•'•'•'•' - • : • • ' • ' ' - ' " ' : • ' • • . . ' • ' . ' • " . • .•• ' . " . ' •

8:02 p.m. Fire trucks gothrough western area. \
8:25 p.m. Clyde Creeallegedly throwsacherry bomb at the east area.
10:30 p.m. Cherry bomb thrownhear Tom Porter residence.
l l : 32 p.m. Gunshots fired from Bingo Palace area.

S u n d a y , A p r i l 1 5 / -̂  ; ..'-,- vV".1'." :••.•"*'':'••'.".''• • " • '

12;15 a.m. Intoxicated driverargues with bloclcaders in fte west.
12:45 a.m. Four shots are fired near-the.western blockade from a vehicle
said to be owned by Joe Back; i ;
l :40 a.m. One gunshot reported from Bingo Palace area..
l :56 a.m. Five^ shots fired from Bingo Palace area.
2:25 a.m. Several shots fired near Tlibmpson's cigarette store in
R a c q u e u e . •.' • - . . • ' * - > • • ; • . • ; " - • , ' • • ; • . . ' . . • ' • -: / • " • ' • . . . • • • ' , • • • . . • •

3:lDa.m. Eastenybfoekaders,are Hmooned"by a passing vehicle.
3:20 a.m. Art "Stigaf" Montoiu-Jr. is reported to have been arrested by
t h e t r o o p e r s . •• ' .- : . ;•••,•: r : : ; : ; ' ; ; S ; : ; , / ' • • ' • • • -."•' ' • ' , . • • ' ' • • - . • • • ' . . •

4:25 a.m. Shots flr^neffl me Mohawk School.
9:32 a.m. Over100shotslarefired in Racquette during the night The
troopers repeat the MSSF ̂ s trying to blame the western blockaders but
they know differently.
10:13 a.m. Vanesssi Cohners argues with the eastern blockaders but
l e a v e s p e a c e f u l l y . . ' . - ; . ; : i - ' . ' • . . < . ' ' - ' , ' . - . .''•••"''''. - •." • . -•

2:55 p.m. Shots fired south of western blockade;
6:23 p.m, Canadians untied back from eastern area.
6:40 p.m. Gntsp&caiiturned around.

M o n d a y , A p r i l M j •--.:•'"•/•;. .;• '• ;'/.•/"• • / . " " "'•'• ' • - • ' [ : •'•'•'••

1:05 am. Shots fired from Bingo Palace area.
1:06IUII'1 -i$i^rti<M|-ii^%'O|dtaai0liaBI>dt»88. '• • ,

• •••:.;•:. : ; v : : ; - •-•/•••>;-':.:,-•••: -..••.••,..; ' ;r > seeBlockade page 6

Church Official
Backs Blockade

• • • • . m

esfi
Casinos

American Indian
Land

Syracuse, N.Y.— A statewide
official of:'the United Church of
Christ is calling on church
members to support efforts to rid ah
Indian reservation in upstate New
York and Canada of gambling
casinos - an issue that has divided
the community on the reservation
and led casino opponents to form
human roadblocks.
The Rev. William Briggs,
executive of the United Church's
New York Conference, based in
Syracuse, says he is issuing the call
after visiting the Akwesasne Nation
at the incitation of the Mohawk
Nation Council of Chiefs. The
United Church of Christ, a
1.6-million-member Protestant
denomination in the U.S., gas
some 293 congregations and 61,000
members in New York state.
Members of the Mohawk Nation
Council of Chiefs, which represents
the Akwesasne and other Mohawk
communities, are among the leaders
who on March 23 started a
nonviolent blockade of roads
leading into the territory.
Akwesasne straddles the U.S.-
Canadian border along the
SLLawrehce Seaway, near the New
York towns of Massena and Malone
and the Canadian town of Cornwall,
Ontario. It has six "high-stakes"
gambling casinos, some of which
have operated for as long as three
years, along with two illegal bingo
halls. '
The 24-hour-a-day blockade,
involving 40 to 60 people at a
time, has turned away busloads of
gamblers fttfnfr U-.Sj-$nd
cities. The blockaders "are i
to the greed and self-interest of the
casino owners, who are going
against the traditional values of the
well-being of the whole
community," Briggs says.
The Indian activists resent the
atmosphere created by the casinos
and fear it will lead to other illegal
activities, such as smuggling,
given the Akwesasne location on
the seaway. They allege that a few
influential Indian families who
arranged for the casinos to be built,
and who own them, are supported
by gambling interests elsewhere in
the U.S. and Canada.
"The casino interests have hired
local people, who call themselves
'warriors' and armed them to protect
the casinos," Briggs says. "These
'warrors' have become a law unto
themselves and have created a
violent, threatening atmosphere."
The Mohawk Nation Council of
Chiefs calls these conflicts "one of
many manifestations of the
continued struggle of American
Indian people against genocide and
annihilation."
Political disputes over the casinos
involve a tangle of three separate
traditional and elected councils
within the territory. Each council
has put the casino questions to a
vote of its Akwesasne constituency.
Two of those referendums, both in
the Canadian sector, resulted in a
majority of votes against the
casinos. A third vote, in the
American sector, resulted in a
majority favoring gambling,
although the council of chiefs
allege that proper procedures were
not followed and many boycotted
the referendum.

Opponents of the casinos point to
the Mohawk Nation's and New
York State's laws that prohibit
gambling. They want state
authorities to intervene and close
the casinos. Proponents of the
casinos point to the jobs they create
and say that intervention by outside
authorities would be a violation of
Indian sovereignty in what Briggs
calls a threatening demeanor. The
Mohawk chiefs say there have been
actual physical attacks.

In hopes of preventing violence,
three organizations - the Amttkan
Friends Service Committee, the
Fellowship of Reconciliation i*nxi

see Church pageti
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A station wagon owned by Richard Skidders was
extensively damaged allegedly by Alex "Big Boy" Garrow
and Richard Adams during the early morning Hours of
April IS. The car was parked at the western roadblock by
Skidders. The MSSF prevented the detention of Adams
and Garrow. . , : .

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Chief Louis Lazore shows
a bullet hole in the rear of an Akwesasne Police 4X4.
The vehicle was driven by officer James "Sonny"
Caldwell at the time. At least two bullets penetrated the
car in the April 18 attack. Four hours later Emmy
Mitchell was almost killed when shots were fired into the
eastern roadblock by unidentified assailants.

Mohawk
Leaders Meet
Rev. Jackson

Akwesasne Mohawk leaders
Harold Tarbell and Tom Porter met
with the Rev. Jesse Jackson in
Washington, D.C. April 18 to
discuss the situation here.

The Rev. Jackson, a two-time
Democratic candidate for the U.S.
presidency, expressed his support
for the attempts by Tarbell and
Porter to secure a peaceful
resolution to the violence at
Akwesasne.

The Mphawk leaders asked Mr.
Jackson for assistance in securing a
$1 ,500 ,000 emergency
appropriations grant from the U.S.
Congress in order to create a
peacekeeping service for the entire
community.
According to Tarbell, Jackson was

very enthusiastic about the peace
plan and pledged his support for the
request
"He (Jackson) was excited that the

Mohawks were being treated as one
people, without an international
border inteferqng," said Tarbell.

Jackson told the two leaders he
would contact New York Governor
Mario Cuomo and urge him to
take a more aggressive stance on
controlling gambling and the
outlaw "warriors."

Also, Jackson told them, he
would make the same
recommendtions to New York
senators D'Amato and Moynihan.

Tarbell said the meeting was
"positive" and that Jackson said he
would be willing to visit
Akwesasne soon.

Jackson's message to the
blockaders was to "keep hope
alive/

"SS" BLUSTED BV MOHflUJK
NATION

MOHAWK NATION COUNCIL OF CHDSFS PROCLAMATION

The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs at Akwesasne is charged with
the responsibility of protecting its ancient government, the Akwesasne
community arid its Mohawk people. The Mohawk Nation Council
finds that the MSSF who also call themselves the warriors are a lawless
and terrorist cult who act as the protectorates of many illegal and
deviant activities within the Akwdsasne community. .

We find their repeated acts treasonous, seditious and defiant of our
ancient government. The Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs demands
that all individuals who are participating in the outlaw warrior colt
cease and desist association and activities with said warrior cult
immediately. , / - v

seeS&Pajge7

Observers Hope for Peace at
Akwesasne

"I have been deeply moved by the events of the past week, and the
commitment to nonviolence pf the Mohawk people," stated Geralyn
McDowell, Troy resident who returned this morning from a week spent
as an observer of the nonviolent action at Akwesasne/St. Regis.

McDowell, a member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation in Troy,
and coordinator of its Children's Creative Response to Conflict program
spoke of her experiences at a press conference held at Albany Friends
Meeting today.

McDowell, her daughter Phoebe, a student at Troy High School, and
Susan Fountain, a co-worker with the CCRC program, went to
Akwesasne on Sunday, March 25, to lead youth workshops in
nonviolence at the request of the NYS Martin Luther King Institute for
Nonviolence. Events of the week, including the burning of the
barricades to the reservation maintained by residents opposed to
gambling, caused her to remain.

She is currently coordinating an ongoing presence of neutral
observers from a growing number of organizations committed to
nonviolence. [See observers statement, attached]. She has spoken with
members of various factions involved in the conflict at Akwesasne,
including anti and pro gambling people, and the Warriors.

McDowell cited all sides for their restraint in an extremely difficult
situation. In commenting on her presence, she quoted from the
statement of purpose of the national F,O.R.

Geralyn McDowell is willing to continue to comment on the
nonviolent presence at Akwesasne; in her absence from the area,
William Engleman or Nora McDowell may speak on her behalf.

see Observers page 5
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