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Ganienkeh S^s Akwesasne
TerroristsShottUUcbptetinPlea

To the President: ^" l , ' ; - ' ; . ' "Y •.'••' v^ . • :

You are doubtless aware that a serious threat to peace between your people
and ours has been allowed to arise. In the historical spirit of the
Two-Row Wampum CoYOnant and Article 7 of the Treaty of
Canandaigua, we believe that the direct intercession of your office could
avoid the "final solution" approach that is now seemingly operative. The
implementation of that final solution would be the ultimate disrespect of
i he principles of peace and justice that our people and ours hold so dear:
For ourselves, in the sincerest quest for truth on the downing of a U.S.
helicopter, that was incorrectly alleged to be the result of gun fire from
our land and people, we have offered solutions to provide your federal and
state services with the investigation they require; while respecting our
need for the life-giving principles ipf sovereignty under our way of life
based on our uSousand'Idu^ea|r'^d^'(^n^itutioll,'.'THE GREAT LAW
OF PEACE (GAYANERAKpWA). Y /; Y
I'wo proposals were rejected after pur people were assured by police
officials, that these same proposals were initially Considered to be
acceptable. Still, even in the face of these rebuffs to our people's sense of
fairness, we are not intransigent; We have never been so. Your
intervention could reestablish an atmosphere of good faith that is now
fining with words of threat andicbercionY
We want the truth. In the immediate aftermath of the 'forced landing', it
was our people who fan to the assistance of the occupants. It was our
people who called for help and were prepared to give aid in any way
possible. We began an investigation immediately. It took little time to
ascertain and corroborate beyond reasonable doubt that none of our people
were involved in any shooting incident Imagine our bewilderment when .
i he officials response included police barricades; armored personnel
carriers; the specterof.'the Itfationa! Guard. :
As part of our investigation, we learned of the likelihood that the
iiclicopter was struck by gunfu*e before reaching Ganienkeh and had been •
sighted over Akwesasne by a number of witnesses. We are going ahead
with this phase of investigation. It leads us to concerns about the
violence in Mwesasne that has been initiated by Mike Mitchell (and his
ally on the U.S. side, Harold Tarbell) and his "legalized" terrorists from
the Canadian side of the U.S. - Canada border, which runs through
Akwesasne. Their terrorism is largely financed by funds from the
Canadian government, as well as the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. It
is this money that pays salaries for the "Anti's" -as the group is known -
on roadblocks that strangle our traditional people there. There are
confirmed reports mat sU (6) shorts were fired at the helicopter by this
^ame group of "Ana's". Y v Y :• :
in any crime, one consideration must be motive. Who benefits? What
arc the benefits to Ganienkeh for shooting at a U.S. helicopter?
Gani/nkeh does not benefit from such confrontation. Ganienkeh benefits
from peaceful co-existence. It is a,"legal" terrorist faction like that of
Mike Mitchell and Harold Tarbell, which would benefit" from
confrontation between our peoples. They would be left to continue their
abuse of our people. -Y Y
We are concerned that by police officials concentrating only on
Ganienkeh, the opportunity to uncover the actual trjth will be missed
forever. We are concerned that the objective of some authorities is to
make the worst kind of examples out of the Ganienkeh people, for all the
worldtosee, ;'.. Y Y:'''•Y'"1-" ::Y -Y -Y' : ' . . Y
But we ask yoii to consider what lessons have been taken from a long,
• ell-documentea history of official actions and policies whose precise
purpose was to make examples of, and, in the process, destroy the Indian
sense of sovereign self? The right to live belongs equally to all things,
i rom the smallest creature to the world's largest superpower.
Our community is comprisedofmen, women and children; young and old
people. We have a school. We have a small Nation that is sustaining
itself without assistance from any federal or state government agency.
These, things should be of interest to your society. We set an example for
other Native peoples to stand on their own and not rely upon others, as
they do now. That would relieve a burden now on your constituents,
(his is the proper portrait of the Ganienkeh people.
We wish, as we have from the onset, to work in peace and harmony with
your people. We understand your needs, 'You understand ours. This is
i he ground in which peaceful solutions to mutual problems are planted. It
requires your involvement to make the roots of peace grow.
We wish you good health. May you and your people flourish in peace.

The Mohawk People of the Ganienkeh Council Fire,
Mohawk Nation, The Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy
Tel. (518) 493-2247; ( 5 1 8 ) ^ 9 3 ^ 5 Y;Y: . : Y
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To Whomsoever It May
Concern
04^ /90 Y .

It is imperative that you use all your
energies and resources to prevent the
blood-bath killing of the Mohawk
People of the Ganienkeh Territory in
upstate New York near Plattsburg,
NiY. (Approximately 70 miles south
of Montreal, Quebec, Canada)

The circumstances for this blood-
bath have been created and fabricated
by U;§. Federal and State Police au-
thorities' intent on terminating any
notion ofNorth American Indian rights
to Sovereignty on at least a small part
of their traditional lands.

In the present helicopter-shooting
incident the actual gunfire originated

.near the Akwesasne Territory some
40minutesbefore the supposed shoot-
ing occurred at Ganienkeh — evi-
dence exists to this effect. The terror-
ists - known collectively as the "An-
tis? who did the firing are financed in
large part by the Canadian Govern-
mentandtheProvincesof Quebec and
Ontario. Canada.liketheUnitedStates
wishes to solve its "Indian Problem"
with violence.

If we can provide you with any in-
formation we are prepared to do
so.please contact Darryl Martin:

(5181)493-2247

{518)493-2245

Ganienkeh
Appeals for Help

from U.S.
Senators

D'Amatoand
Moynihan

Dear Senators;
You, as a long-time resident of the
city of New York, are well aware of
the skilled people of the Mohawk
Nation who help. construct the
skyscrapers that make up one of the
greatest cities of the world. In the
"Big Apple" we are treated with
respect, albeit with a theatrical
flair,by your media from time to
time.

The media and the police of the
upper half of the state have another
image of the Mohawk to imprint.
That is the Indian image of so
many oat-burner Westerns, with
John Wayne types and hundreds of
extras that fall off their horses on
cue. The only thing wrong with
this script is that the wagons are
encircling the Indians at Ganienkeh
and the Indians are not falling.
As you may already be aware, the
peace that has existed between our
people in Ganienkeh and the people
in the surrounding communities has
been shattered by allegations that
our people are responsible for the
downing of a U.S. National Guard
helicopter on our territory. In fact,
our people were the first on the
scene to offer assistance . Our
good-will was answered by
accusations, bullying and our
encirclement by hundreds of State
Police, armored personnel carriers
and FBI agents.

Even as we struggle to protect the
sovereignty of our territory, we are
willing to permit State and Federal
officials to perform the
investigations they require, under
reasonable conditions; a fact
confirmed by representatives of the
internationally respected Jimmy
Carter Center for International
Mediations in Atlanta, Georgia.
We have refused to allow Police to
enter the territory at will. This in
consistent with the Two-Row

Wampum Covenant and Article 7
of the Treaty of CanadaigyA It is
consistent with the universal
human rights principals that people
have a right to democratically
govern themselves in their
sovereign lands.
The circumstances of the downing
of a helicopter lead us to believe
that the State is using Ganienkeh as
an easy solution to solving this
crime. Perhaps the incident was
planned as a final solution to the
racist "problems" of Indian
existence.
The enclosed information will fill
you in on the details of the
situation. We appreciate the efforts
the Senator D'Amato is making to
ensure the peaceful democratization
of the Lithuanian people. We also
are seeking to live in peace and to
practice the oldest, truest democracy
despite the threat of armed
aggression. If the Russian Bear is
wrong in its loveless embracing of
the Lithuanian people - as it surely
is - is an American Bear any less
wrong in seeking to "hug" the life
out of our people?

In Peace and Friendship
The Mohawk People of the
Ganienkeh Council Fire,
Mohawk Nation, The Six
Nation Iroquois Confederacy
Tel. (518) 493-2247; (518)
493-2245

Ganienkeh, In
Letter to

Leonard Peltier,
Blames Akwesasne

for Shooting
Helicopter

To: Leonard Pelletier Defence
Committee
Sisters and Brothers:

jurisdiction bver even a small part
of their traditional homelands is
being exercised. According to
sources close to the Governor in
New York, some state and federal
authorities want to make the
cruelest example of the Ganienkeh
people, and thereby send a message
to Indians throughout North
America. No Indian Sovereignty!
No Indian homelands in North
America! The people of Ganienkeh
cannot live with that
The helicopter allegedly downed by
gunfire from Ganienkeh at 11:20
a.m. Friday, March 30, 1990, was
in fact hit more than 30 minutes
earlier near the Akwesasne Mohawk
Territory, 48 miles west of
Ganienkeh. Information clearly
indicates that the shots originated
from a government-sponsored
terrorist group led by Mike
Mitchell; Harold Tarbell; Tom
Porter, Jake Swamp and Richard
Mitchell. The bulk of their funding
originates from the federal
government of Canada as well as
the provincial governments of
Quebec and Ontario. Akwesasne
straddles the Canada-US border, as
well as the state of New York and
provinces of Quebec and Ontario.

In the manner of Wounded Knee,
funds are used by the Mike Mitchell
group to put goons on payroll. It
is this "legalized" terrorism that
holds Akwesasne traditional people .
in a stranglehold of roadblocks,
shootings, beatings, car rammings,
and attempted murder. The
Canadian government is committed
to a policy termination and
extinguishment of Sovereign Indian
Rights. Being one of the most
resistant to termination, the
traditional Mohawks of the Six
Nations Confederacy, have been
targeted for destruction in each of
their territories, including
Ganienkeh; Akwesasne; Kahnawake
(just south of Montreal, Quebec,
Canada); Kahnasatake (45 miles
west of Kahnawake in Quebec);
Tyendinaga (near Thousand Islands,
Ontario).
If Lithuania has a right to be free, if
the black race has rights to freedom
in Africa; if the yellow race has
rights in Asia - the Red Race must
have rights in North America.
Only massive international and
national political, humanitarian and
pure, individual, people-power
intervention with the President of
the United States, the United State
Senate and House of
Representatives; the Governor of
New York can conceivably prevent
a blood-bath. We are asking for
your voices to be heard before we
all become witnesses to a major
human tragedy.

In Peace and Friendship
The Mohawk People of the
Ganienkeh Council Fire,
Mohawk Nation, The Six
Nation Iroquois Confederacy.

Mohawk Advocate
IVIUIUtWK/MlVUldie
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To Whom It May
Concern :Y
04/06/90

You are aware of the tense situation
at Ganienkeh, N.Y., where a Mohawk
Community is being held hostage by
the FBI and State Police because of
allegations mat shots were being fired
from the Territory. A U.S. National
Guard helicopter \yas forced down
due to gunfire. The State Police have
the community surrounded and
threaten to move in on themen, women
and children who are defending the
Territory.
To compound the situation, we have

an eye witness mat saw twelve Cana-
dian Force^helicopter gunships land at
the St. Huberti Quebec airport. The
military personnel were seen loadingS

The Ganienkehakeh, the Mohawk j j v e ammunition. An airman was
People of the Flint, in Ganienkeh, overheard saying* " We're going to

Fli d " Thi
p

the Land of the Flint, are under
i

Indian Reserve." This oc-

Kakwirakeron a Mohawk Induui
activist at the forefront of that tribes
fight for sovereignty was w n v , c ^
Tuesday evening of blockmg FBI
agents trying toraid casinos on the St.

d i s p u t e s b e t w e e n M o h a w k s ".'•*• **.'
Ganienkeh encampment in Clinton
County and at the St, Regis reserva-
tipn. • . • • . . ' ';• " ' "•. • " . • " . • • . • • • • ' . •

"The U.S. government andCana-
dlan government is the enemy. Indian
people must see that and recognize
Q . . ^ said Tuesfcy. "Idi ^ l

^ i r personal

* | p
the groups illegal activities.

Source: The Post Standard 04/11/
9 0 • , V Y : • ' . • • • • " • • •,-.•' ' ' • •

„ . . , , _ . . . . crease. ButKakwirakeron said he was
But the federal court jury acquitted . . . .

„ . . , - • J . , , not advocating violence.
Kakwirakeron of a more serious fel- ,„ .. * om tethe se
onyofusing a deadly weapon to inter- . . * " . , „** . .
c
 J ... f e

3 ^ T «- of arras or violence, he said,fere with law enforcement officers „' _̂  •., •..•:•
executing search warrants. Even^so, Duncan said, ev«lence

The spokesman for the Warrior f f 1 * * a t * e * * ' s h o w e d * *
Society, a self-appointed SL Regis K * w n * w w was an active paruci-
security force, could be sentenced to a
maximum of three years in prison and
fined $5,000.

"The verdict demonstrates law en-
forcement authorities will not ignore
illegal acts and the application of
United States law on the reservation,"
Assistant U.S. Attorney John Duncan
said after the verdict was reached at 6
:20 p.m.

But Duncan said he did not believe
the conviction of Kakwirakeron would
resolve the ongoing conflict between
law enforcement agents and Mohawks
who maintain they are not subject to
U.S. laws because their territories are
sovereign nations.

"Certainly, the problems on the res-
ervation are so complex, mis case in
itself will not resolve Mohawk prob-
lems or concerns," Duncan said.

Kakwirakeron, 47, will appeal the
conviction to the 2nd Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals, said defense attor-
ney Seth Shapiro.
"I will always be outspoken on behalf

of sovereignty for my people," the
defendant said.

The jury of six men and six women
reached its verdict after deliberating 6
1/2 hours over two days.
It found that Kakwirakeron and other

conspirators erectedroadblocksacross
state Route 37 on July 20, 1989, to
forcibly interfere with 200 FBI agents
and state police who were trying to
execute search warrants at Tony's
Vegas International and the Bear's
Den casinos.

State police closed the Mohawk
reservation to all non-residents for 11
days after the tense standoff.

The jury apparently rejected
Kakwirakeron'scontentionthathewas
so busy telephoning mediators July 20
to try to avoid what he feared would be
a massacre that he was not even aware
the roadblock had been erected until
the Mohawks used it to turn back law
enforcement agents.

But Kakwirakeron was acquitted of
using deadly weapons, or aiding oth-
ers armed with such weapons, to forci-
bly resist the execution of the search
warrants. State police said they saw
Mohawks armed with rifles at the
roadblock, and prosecutors alleged
Kakwirakeron was acting in concert
with those gunmen.

A conviction oh that charge would
carry a maximum punishment of 10
years in prison and a $5,000 fine.

Ten state police arid FBI agents tes-
tified against Kakwirakeron during the
five-day trial.

Syracuse police Chief Leigh Hunt,
retired state police Maj. Robert Char-
land, and the Rev. John Regier of
Syracuse, the former head of the state
Council of Churches, testified as char-
acter witnesses before the defendant
took the stand himself.

"I expected to be found guilty even
though I'm innocent," said Kakwirak-
eron as he left the courthouse with his
wife and four of their 13 children.

Kakwirakeron, who earlier was
known as Art Montour, may remain
free on $50,000 bail until his June 12
sentencing, District Judge Neal
McCurn dismissed a motion by
Shapiro to set aside the jury *s verdict
The judge ordered Kakwirakeron not
to participate in Warrior Society ac-
tivities until the sentencing. .

The Warrior Society is an organiza-
tion of Mohawks who have appointed
themselves as the protectors of Mo-
hawk sovereignty.

The group appears to be supported
by hundreds of SL Regis reservation
residents but is not sanctioned by the
elected tribal chiefs or the traditional
Mohawk chiefs.

As spokesman of the Warrior Soci- Agree to a ceasefire, stop patrols and

";.' from Fed page 1

What It Will Take Tb
Achieve The Objectives

OfThe April 2,1990
Agreement

1. Lift Blockades -engage all
groups in dialogue to identify needs
and find creative compromises) to
meet those needs, (ie., see other
notes) :

2. Stop All Illegal Gaming On
Reserve - keep casinos and bingos
closed, using Chiefs letters, etc.-
local, and external law enforcement,
courtsand people power. - commu-
nity-wide census - if yes, create
legal framework for one tribal.
casino and tribal bingo before
opening - if no, alternatives for use
of buildings.-create alternative jobs
immediately to alleviate economic

• s t r e s s . ' . . • - ' • - . .' . :•• '• Y Y .

3. Restore Daily Law And Order
Services - appoint a state police
monitoring system and MCA transit
monitor. - adopt a Tribal Charter
with a clear law making process, •
Omit on Chiefs Authority, impeach- /
ment clause and scope of Tribal
Regulatory Authority as priority

. i t e m s . - ' , ,'. Y " • • • • ' • , " • ' •

4. Adopt the Justice Code
developedin 1987-88.

5. Sign Cooperative policing/
enforcement agreements! with State
and Federal Authorities. Y

What It Will Take To Get
The Road Blocks Lifted

Based on discussions at Peace "
Forums and with people at the
blockade before and after the
assaults of Sunday, Wednesday and .
Saturday. .
They are willing to negotiate in a

variety of fair forums.

Gaming ,

A written commitment from three
Tribal Chiefs that the Warrior

Society will not be sanctioned and
that a group of designated persons
wiQ be appointed to monitor regular
patrols of the State Police and
emergency responses, and to
monitor MCA Police transits and
that Chiefs will abide by the
referendum. Continue to implement
March 28,1990 agreement of the,
three Councils until outcome of
referendum/census.

Warriors

close siege in their homeland in C u r r ed on Monday, April 3,1990.
upstate New. York by a heavily Weare attaching more detailed in-
armed, armbrsujjpqrifed combined fonnatiqn and request your assistance
force of FBI (federal/Bureau of m defusing the situation through pres-
Investigation ) agents; the National s t i r e from the Canadian Government
Guard; New York State Police;^ pn&eGOvernmentoftheUnitedStates
State Prison Guards, and State of America
Conservation Police. Under the ; •
pretext of pursuing t h e ^ i t f p ^ ^ Friendship,
investigation of a downed U.S. U::~ ;

ety, Kakwirakeron has been at the
forefront of Mohawk activism since
1974, when a group of Mohawk took
over an abandoned Girl Scout camp at
Moss Lake in the Adirondacks. He
negotiated a resolution to that dispute
with then-Secretary of State Mario
Cuomo. Since then, Kakwirakeron
has been the Warrior Society's repre-
sentative in negotiations to resolve

C f American Heart Association
V WETC£ BGHTiNG.FOR VOUR.UFE : : ,

N a t i c ^ G w ^ ^
of terminating allNorth American
Indian claim to i

hot to interfere with Police monitor-
ing and State Police/MCA activities.

B l o c k a d e s ; Y. : • Y ••••'

- »Lift blockades morning after
commitments received. Y

- Place Tri-Council on commu-
nity-wide referendum.

-Abide by outcome of rcfexea-
• d o m , . • . ' ' ' • • . ••• . Y • • ' " ' : : ' : . •


