An Observer S View of"
NonvroIent Response

By Burt Howard

The following mmdem was repomd 2l
hy one of many outside. ob.rervers -4
who monitor’ the barricades’at -}
Akwesasne - 24 hours a day Ko
describes how a man. wzth a:bat.

approached the Eastem gate late ane:_»,: '

night.

The man was trymg ‘. provoke TR
somekmdofavrolentresponseand Ll e

he just didn't get anywhere at all."

Everyone (at the barricade) just .-
stood, listened to him and looked at, " .
him.- He had the gumption: to. -~
confront everybody dlrectly rather R

than just drive by ina-car. .

He broke (with the baf) . Ihese Ilttle
yellow flashers and on-the car with -~
flashing red lights, he broke them . -
off the car. And he pushed down o

some barriers. .

But it was just knnd of sad to watch
it all. Eventually he just. gaveitall -
up. He kept saying, "I don't have. .
anything to live, for." A lot of the " = -
people just stood silently’ with their -

heads bowed and listened to- hlm RS

He just did whatevexhedld Thats
what's scary about it You can't: ..

predict what people are gomg wdo,

They could do anything; " It's; Just SR

meaningless. Crazy. . It's ag.if:

someone is trying to ingcite- some
kind of fear or mnmrdauon ma; §. 00
person. And. if that fesponse isn't . .- g-

there, the person kmd of grves, up .

or quits it.

JIt's not just one. person (tummg S
away from violence at™ the .

barricades.) It's the whole group of 5
people involved, whlch is different, -

As an observer, I was very. .
‘appreciative of seeing this kindof -

response. Afterwards, I began tosee'i-{l -
that they (Mohawks). were' way =~
ahcad of me. It just seems like they .- -

thought out these. thmgs beforeharid

and this is what Ihey planned to.do,” .
You know, you can- theoreucally-_.

think about what you mght doina. .-

situation and-how you- would Irke_‘".j; .
to act, but you really never-know - .
until that happens. And-here it - ¥°:-

was, happening. 'And all these . "

folks, they just. knew what_they = -
were doing.- I felt thai lt was a

wonderful thmg 1o se€, -

When you think of all thxsmnsxon
all this provocanon and the guns .
shooting off' every mght ‘and-the . -

rcal fear....Noone's- gotten

seriously hurt that I know: of
They're really foaking after.each -
other in some way," Their feelmg is. -

they are doing. Tt involves thetr

very future and it's a sacréd- thing. .

There's no drmkmg, no use of

drugs. It's the kind of thmg you L
assume goes on- in govemmem.}..

circles. of committed persons.. To ..

actually see it happening is a.very . -
impressive thing. . These are: the
thinking people who are

committed..

ey~ L 1
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to all Akwesasne |
Resrdents ';f‘

The St. Regns Mohawk Semor: &

Citizens' Club Inc, is SPOIIsormg a -
"Clean Up Oul' Reservatlon Day"’”.:" o :'_-_\ L,
Saturday, May: 19, 1990 The 4 -

Senior Citizens are appalled that the . ¥

Reservation 1ooks like it does. We"i

arc  concerned .- about. - ‘our .

Environment! - "We IScInéve' we -

should start- cleamng up. the-

cnvironment ‘right Rere at home!-
Our ancestors would’ cry if ‘they 7.

could see the trash that is camlcssly
thrown out of cars on”the -road. -
sides. We weren't brought up with - -

fast food rcstauramsorconvqmenceg_,j : L
stores where you ¢an buy anything - -§

from Pampers to: Beer-and that' .
secms to be the bnlk of trash on -

our Reservanon land Emptys -
McDonald's - containers, - Burger
King, soda bottles, beet"boitles, - s
Pampers or anything else you’ tave.. ¥

in your car ‘you wanttogetndof P R
Where have we gone: wrong? Have . g -

we neglected to teach our chikdren -
the sacredness of Mother Easth? @ - § &~
Please come and share thisday. with . ¢
us o try 0 clean up:what was once

a beautiful Reservatlm

We are still in: thc pIanmng stagesf: ‘;

but will keep yon mformed, If

your Organization ornenghborhood -
wants 1o get involved please call - .

the Senior Citizens' -Center,. |
358-2963. . We need ‘volunteers ..

with pick-up trucks:from everyarea .

on the Reservation, - Donations of ii

trash bags aad gIoves will bc

IS THE MUHHIIIK CUUNCII. OF HKIIIESHSNE (MCH) PHGPUSING Tﬂ BE I-'I
MUNICIPHLIT\"’ T

NO! NO! NO!
THE MOHAWK COUNCIL _N_EMEB NEGOTIATED TO BE A MUNICIPALITY. .
ATHE MOHAWK COUNCIL IS WORKING ON EXPANDING ITS AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION AT THE

COMMUNITY LEVEL AND IS NEGOTIATING SOME OF THE POWERS AWAY FROM THE FEDERAL, .~ =~
AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS. - ST e
 FOLLOWING ARE A FEW EXAMPLES OF THE AREAS THAT THE MCA IS PROPOSING TO SR
NEGOTIATE AND THE DIFFERENT JURISDICTIONS. o
MCA negotiations for " Do municipalities Who currently :
~ jurisdiction and - have these powers? . has these
- authority. : L | .. powers? -
'EDUCATION S NO | MCAwith Provincial -
. ) - o S T o -curriculum AR
CJUSTICE-COURT. -+ e e
' SYSTEM - . . NO. -~ S .‘;;_FederalandProvmaaI, . '_*j )
WILLSANDESTATES . NO N ‘,',Federaland Provmcnalﬁ
C O FAMILYLAW . NO . .FederalandProvmclaIf R
. HEALTHSERVICES . =~~~ . NO ‘Federal and Provincial
NATURALRESOURCES . = -~ NO © FederalandProvincial -
ENVIRONMENT - NO " Federal andProvincial -
LANDPOSSESSION ~ -~ NO  Fedral and Provincial .
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY - ‘NO . FederalandProvincial -~

" MOHAWK COUNCIL OF AKWESASNE'S
MUNITY GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL €

THE AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OF THE MOHAWK COUNCIL OF AKWESASNE (MCA) IS * '
' REPRESENTED IN THE DIAGRAM AS A THIRD ORDER GOVERNMENT. THE MCA IS NOT -
PPROPOSING TO FUNCTION AS A MUNICIPALITY. A MUNICIPALITY, AS SHOWN IN THE DIAGRAM, ISA
LOWER LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT. IT IS A LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHICH IS CREATED BY THE .
INCORPORATION OF THE PEOPLE OF A PRESCRIBED LOCALITY INVESTED WITH SUBORDINATE
PPOWERS OF GOVERBMENT. - o R

THE MCA PROPOSES TO FUNCTION AS A UNIQUE BODY OF GOVERNMENT WHICH TAKES AWAY- o
""" JURISDICTION AND AUTHORITY FROM CANADIAN FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS. - =
' THE ARROWS IN THE DIAGRAM COMING FORM THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTAL BODIES, . .
MEETING AT THE DOTTED RECTANGULAR SHAPE REPRESENTS THE AREA OF NEGOTIATION
WHEREBY THE MCA PROPOSES AN EXPANSION OF ITS AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION IPRRP

FEDERAL  MOMAWKCOUNCIL . °  PROVINCIAL ..
GOVERNMENT .. - COMMUNITY ‘ " ° GOVERNMENT - .
‘JURISPICTION , GOVERNMENT .~ -~ ~JURISDICTION

- EXPANDED
AUTHORITY AND
" JURISDICTION -

“EDUCATION =~~~ MUNICIPALITY -~

. . - ~ CITIES, TOWNS,:
JUSTICE ’ .. TOWNSHIPS,
“ " -COURT SYSTEM . VILLAGES

-ENFORCEMENT
. WILLS AND ESTATES
B FAMILYLAW N
HEALTH SERVICES

‘7 NATURAL RESOURCES

* ENVIRONMENT
" .CONSERVATION

.~ _LAND POSSESSION

 _FINANCIAL
. ACCOUNTABILITY

" ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
' -TRADE AND COMMERCE

 MEMBERSHIP
© PUBLIC WORKS |

_ The CouncnI therefore is proposmg to negotlate Ior community government powers now bemg exerclsed . :
- byf federal and provincial laws imposed on.Akwesasne. The commumty govemmem wnll NQI etther in ns N
_ powers or pomical structure be slmrlar to rtnnicipalatles ‘ o .
- :THE MOHAWK COUNCIL WANTS POWERS EAB GREATER ‘H-IAN A MUNICIPALITY CAN EVER HAVE.I.

| THIS'CAN ONLY I'IAPPEN WITH COMMUNITY RATIFICATION




