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Begun in July of 1983, the Indian
Times is a news journal dedicated
to reporting on what is happening
in Akwesasne and our sister
Iroquois communities. The news
policy at Indian Times insists we
try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as wecan. We encourage
and invite opinions different than
ours. We are committed to a free
and open press at Akwesasne. We
believe in the unrestricted flow of
information to our people. By this
means, we have theability to make [
intelligent, informed decisions
about our collective future. '
Indian Times is a product of the
people of Akwesasne. It is: your
newspaper printing stones about
you. Please feel free to contact our
Kanatakon offices in the
Akwesasne Communications So-
ciety Building if you have con*
cerns, compliments or plain old
curiosity aboutthe material printed
in^fee Ivtofan %i%z9t •. ;-7
Niawenkowa, Akwesasne for your
support. * •; •';..;• V . /
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Open letter to the
Standard Freeholder

In the past I have read articles
pertaining to the controversy over
the gambling issue here on the
Akwesasne Reservation and I feel
that you are not writing about both
sides of this important issue.

'•/'.. I am,an active member of the
blockades which began on March
23, 1990, and there have been
insinuations made that we - "The
Antis" - are a violent group, when-

: in fact, it is the other way around.
I will not deny that, on occasion,

some of our people may arm
themselves with a baseball bat, but
I'm quite sure that these bats cannot
shield our people from rifle,
shotgun and AK-47 machine gun

- f i r e , . . • • . • ' • . . • • ; ; . . " '

Our people armed themselves
with these bats after receiving a call
from the pro-gambling faction that
they were coming to "clear the
roads." People at Akwesasne know
what kind of weapons that the
members of the MSSF carry, and it

: is a known fact that Tony Laughing
of TVI has access to any type of
weapon.

| would like to take it upon
myself to invite you to help our
people man the blockades one
Friday or Saturday night, when
people in support of the
pro-gambling faction tear through
our blockades at high rates of speed,

• cursing at the top of their lungs -
occasionally firing a shot or two.
Perhaps a similar incident will

Occur while you visit and sip coffee
with our people. If, by chance, this
should happen, would you come
out into the street armed only with
a baseball bat, knowing that a
hate-crazed, armed group of people
were marching your way, ready for
violence? I'm quite certain you
would not. That is why I am
urging you to dig into the facts—as
any up-and-coming reporter would,
and perhaps you will recover facts
that, were recorded each time a
shooting incident occurred- and the
only shots fired came from weapons
carried by pro-gambling faction
riiembers/MSSFmernbers.

Throughout this whole incident,

the Antis have been blamed for
many absurdities, such as the
breakup of families, and even the
shooting of the helicopter up in
Ganienkeh.

•People must start admitting their
owh participation in the turmoil
here on the reserve. They should
stop trying to blame things on the
MCA, Mike Mitchell, the Amis
and the Canadian and American
governments. All the chaos they're
experiencing began when the
casinos/bingos came into existence.

The pro-gambling faction must
also face the realization that their
"Sovereignty Cry" is merely a front
for the greedy, money-making
ventures pf casino owners,
smugglers and non-Indian investors.

Many of the individuals "crying
sovereignty" are, in fact, benefiting
from either the American or
Canadian government in some way.

faction saying, "It's your fault I
have no money."

I believe that the closest thing to
"Sovereignty" here at Akwesasne is
the Akwesasne Freedom School,
which is not funded in any way by
the state or federal government.
The employees of the AFS are also
able to receive pay for sick days and
holidays, as well as having other
benefits. Big, money-making
casinos/bingos offer none of these
benefits to their employees. Why?

I am merely trying to stress the
point that the anti-gambling faction
does not respect you for making -
insinuations about our people being
violent. These incorrect
insinuations have only made it
harder for us to oppose the
pro-gambling faction, and for us to
stand up for what we believe is
right.

Signed,
Margaret "Konwakeri" Peters

Dear Editor,
I can't understand why,, certain
people worship money. HJioMy
can't make you happy, it can't play
with you,it can't talk to you and it
can't be your friend.
Money can only cause stress,
headaches, and bad feelings.
People who worship money
become blind to reality.They no
longer care for anyone. They no
longer help anyone. They no longer
see the good things in life,and they
no longer do what is good, or
what's right
Our lives, our families, our values,
our morals, our principals, and the
rights of our nation are being
ignored, because of money.
When will you people wake up?
When we lose our birth. When our
nation becomes enfranchised. When
there is nothing else to live for.
Let me tell you something, when
that day comes, all of your money
will not be able to buy our
Indianess back. Then what?
I pray to God that I never worship
money like you pro-gambling
people. I wouldn't be able to face
the world, if I were to blame for the
downfall of our nation.
Besides, my family and friends and
the life of our nation means more
to me than all the money in the
world.

Linda Lazore
Dear Editor:
I wish these last 21 days, would
just go down in history books. We
are fighting among one and other.
Which is not right for nobody.
Our men and women are going to
get hurt, or they are going to be
dead. I am frighten for my people.
And I don't know what to do for
them my family are right in there;
There are times, I cry , I am so
tensed up, that I am scared for my
family, cousins, friends.
I am a bystander. They say the
warriors cause most of i t I watched
what is going on. The warriors are
just trouble. They should just
disband on the reservation. Go back
to their families'. Make amends
with their families. I just want
peace back here in Akwesasne

our heads together and find a
peaceful solution to everything.
Our children are scared to even play
outside these days. It's so sad. We
seem to be always waiting for
something.
Spring is coming around the corner.
We should have our families
together planting, laughing being
happy. It's getting to the point
some people are scared to walk the
roads at night or during the day.
The parents have to leave their
children with a babysitter, or a
family member to go to

^Jieblockade. Some family members
are not even sleeping. Some are
staying awake 2-3 days at a time.
Some people don't know what to
expect from the warriors anymore.
The warriors make the blockades
worse then what it is such as
shooting off guns during the night.
We are going to be a peaceful
nation soon. I hope this will be
over soon. Some people will be
able to talk about it 2-3 years down
the road. Our children will be
affected-for--the rest of their lives
bec"aus'evtney~'know it's for their
future. Perhaps the elders will get
to see a clean Akwesasne once
again, family and friends talking
again.Nobody on either side; that's
how it should be for good .in the
years to come. i

These meetings aren't really helping
much, people are only voicing their
feelings.
"All we are saying is give peace a

chance." It makes me think of
another Wounded Knee here in
Akwesasne. We don't need that.
The people in Ottawa are crazy,
What I saw on T.V. was all lies.
You people that went to Ottawa
were lying and were not true.
You know that if it weren't for
Mike Mitchell there would be no
funds for housing, welfare, medical
and, work on this reservation. Why
don't we look at that for a change.
A girl was lying right in the public
eye. You don't lie like that; The
stores have supplies, the milk
truck, the bread truck, soda truck
and chip truck have been through.
The stores have not run on short on
anything.
We are not Anti's, we are concerned
citizens for our nation, as
independent and tax -free and that
is what Mike Mitchell, the
Mohawk Council, Harold Tarbell,

Through Hy Eyes,
. '.. '•••••• - ..'. Creator •::.', 7 • i 7 ; / 7 > ; '

To the public, V
We are tfte pcopfe "

Jo the media;
XndUuts at war

Losing sight of the values, the*) were taught tona agay
Setting their hearts .Setting their soufe

Herely emptying the packets of
Our tradttionol etotnes.

We stand; Lost in the scuffles
Lost in tfie snufftes!

\n the distance;
young Warriors stantf,

with high powered rifles in hand.
They don't begin to realize; the truth.

The Great Law of Peace!
Traditional here! Casinos over there!

In the midst of shadows;
Our chiefs stand not together as one,

'But; stand in factions that spCit our nation as one.
One group here, One group there.

We seem to have groups everywhere,
'Even some; Who no longer care.

Destroying themselves. Destroying our dreams
\ne~Kchange for the whiteman's greed.

They've replaced your values with their own greedy
' - ' .- ' • . • n e e d s ; . . . • •'. '- •.' : ; ; . " ' . • ' :

BuiCding another fierCin Watt, in between,
Is th isa t t they'ueiNecome?

Tty worry, Are the children, seven generations ahead,
yet more to come. . •.:

Open your eyes! What do we seel
As battles continue, we are (eft in the coldi to freeze.

Look, what we see, Our Nation crumbles,
As they plead their sovereignty.

l)ou see; We are not absolutely free
They hold us in bondage; for their own greedy needs.

Creator,
We hang our heads and cry; while they discard. Our

- ' • ' : . . • f a t u e s ' ' •' '• ". " . .V : ;. ' • . . , •'"•

Like a deck of cards.
We hang our heads in shame; while.

They gamble our future away.
Ttust we suffer for their mistakes?

We are present, the future leaders at stake.
We sit aside their desolate sky.

Praying they witt open their eyes.
To bring back the peacel
We so rightfully deserve.

To give us respect, we so Cong have preserved.
. . . • • • • v .•' C r e a t o r • - . • • • ' • . , • . - : • ' • . -

Let them f igftfttto more.
Lost in the scuffles, Lost in the shuffles.

% want no part of that world.

-> by JCariwonta

and the Tri-Council is fighting for
and to get rid of the Warriors too,
plus closing the casinos.
When everything is over, the anger
and the bitterness toward one
another should end and we must go
on with our lives. :
The meetings will help return to a
clean and Akwesasne, that is what:
we need instead of a divided nation.
Help the councils clean up
Akwesasne for our elders, our
children, for our future.

A Concerned Citizen ••'
p.s. ' ' . ' • • • • ' / ' . ' ; •

Your support at the meetings would
help. Come on people, WAKE UP-
Your attendance at those meetings
to get solutions going is necessary.
We need our police force to return
back to live a safe life. Where will
we be if they quit? They keep on
going to school for so many weeks
so you should not put them down.

The police force is our protection,
not the warriors, they are not
qualified people in that area, the
police are. We need them more than
the warriors, that's for sure.So wake
up out there! Help with solutions,
please.

Nancy Leaf, 54, celebrated
her birthday at the Akwesasne
Home. Happy bi r thday,
N a n c y ! - • • " . ••' - \ . 7 :" ••"'"'

AprillO fromWeekpagel

1220 am. Ten (10) gun shots are fired from the area of the bridge in Hogan.
9-frt a m Shots are fired near the Bingo Palace. ; ' '
7:40 a.m. A Mohawk woman asks why she is not

T^p indicating that Art Montour has ijeen convicted on two (2)

9?4& p.m.feAniawsuit is threatened in the event that fuel trucks are denied entry to the
reservation.

Perhaps their kids are being put because a lot of people's families
through school via some type of are getting hurting; plus their
state/government aid, perhaps they

government-funded-live in a
home/apartment, perhaps they are
collecting welfare/unemployment
while casinos/bingos/smuggling
efforts are halted. Then they point
their fingers at the anti-gambling

children are hurting.
I wish everybody's family would

come together as one nation. Help
disband the warriors and casinos so
that everybody will be happy. Our
children will be happy. Everything
will be back to normal if we put

7 _
1:45 am. A M.S.S.F. van is stopped by the Akwesasne Mohawk Police and towed away

-SlO p m^Two^fnon-natives speed through the R^uc
4:45 p.m. The O.P.P. report that twenty (20) Oneidas are
5:25 p.m. Shots are fired in the Hogan area.
11:30 p.rn. Shots are fired in the Hogan area.

Sheldon Sundown and Steve Sky from
with a scanner. They are driving a car license plates O K 092,

^ ^ ^ at Jake Swamp's
Oakes are chased to a house in Frogtown

i Stete police investigate.
MSSF car rams


