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In ancient history in a time such
as this the Great Peace Maker
came among our people carrying
the message of peace from the
Creator. He buried the weapons of
war beneath this Great Tree of
Peace and he united bur people
under the leadership of the Council
of Chiefs who were told to follow
ihe laws and to protect the Great
Tree of Peace and our people wdjip
are sheltered there.: We do not
nave a word for warriorv The men
are called Hodiskengehdah. It
means all the men who carry the
hones, the burden of their
ancestors, the ancient ones On
Lheir backs." . r • . :. .';: .
The Onondaga Council of Chiefs
issue this communique on
sovereignty because the word has
been invoked in the current
situation in Akwesasne arid
because the Council Of Chiefs at
A k wesasne have requested > a
statement and because a request for
legal clarification of treaty law
was requested by a representative
of the gambling establishments.
Sovereignty lies with the people,
Guyanahgowah, The Great Law Of
Peace states: Issues affecting the
Nation or Nations must come
before the people and that there
must be an unanimous decision by
the Council of Chiefs before an
issue can be sanctioned. ;••'•'.- ,y:

Every person has a right to peace
and tranquility on his or her lands.
The Haudenosaunee Lands are
lands held in common, one of the
few places left in Indian country
exercising that aboriginal right.
T herefore, consent of all the
people is required before Changes
can occur that will affect the lives
of the people. .'..'•:•.'','!;' ::^.

There are questions that must be
answered by the gambling casino
owners, including high stakes
bingo: '.' , •-•/:•.• • ' • . - ' • • ^ . ' .

1st: Do they Have outside
ion-Indian business partnerships?
if they do, and they d ^
onsent of the Council of CRllfs

then they themselves have violated
the sovereignty of the Mohawk
people by bringing into sovereign
Mohawk territory noji-Indian
people ds business partner.
2nd: Are there revenues taken off
ihe Mohawk Nation territories
without the consent of, the
Mohawk Nation? Than Mohawk
sovereignty is being violated again
by non-Indians and their Indian
partners. There should be an
account ing^ these reveoues.to
ihe p e o p l e . • ••_ ^-P/ ''',••';'":;..
3rd: The sovereignty of? the
Mohawk people is being violated
everyday by the invasion-of,
non-Indian people crossing
Mohawk boundary lines to take
part in illegal gambling activities
on Mohawk Nation territories,
also violating the laws of the
Mohawk Nation and the
Haudenosaunee. C , :
The answer to these questions are
important because Iroquois
territories are under."ancient law,
and if these laws are being violated
by a handful of people for personal
gain, then positive action must be
take to protect the interests of the
people. The Longhouse people are
bound by our law and Akwesasne
is part of the Haudenosaunee,The
people of the Lojighouse", .We
support the Mohawk Nations'
efforts to bring controls and peace
to their territories. :'

We also understand that; the
development of gambl ing
enterprises were authorized and
unilateral actions were taken by
individuals to take advantage of
the sovereign status of Indian

lands. . ' . •':-. / '"'-'';'•"':''•'.;' ••'

B ecause sovereignty |ies with Ihe
people, thejn consent; mustbe
obtained from every Mohawk
citizen, or their actions begin to
destroy our sovereignly.
We have witnessed the corruption
of young people by these
businesses in all H?wdenpsaunee
territories: Money and: jobs seem
to be the criteria for individuals

hile huge personal fortunes are
accrued by the partnerships of Uie
gambling cafino* without
accounting to 0»e people or the

bodies of the
territories.

i

now we the enterprises and their
supporters sitting in the boat of
our white brothers tugging on our
canoe, the great values of our
Nations are being threatened. The
value Of respect for the rights of
others is being trampled on by
these aggressive enterprises.
Force of arms appears to be a
factor, the businesses have
created mercenaries of some of our
people,

These businesses have corrupted
our people and we are appalled at
the Longhouse people who have
become part of these activities.
They have thrown aside the values
of bur ancient confederacy for
personal gain.

It is inappropriate and misleading
to designate oneself as a sovereign
force for the people without the
consent Of the people. The
Warrior society is a self designated
entity. We do not think
Haudenosaunee people will rush
forward to protect the financial
interests of a few people and their
slot machines called "one arm
bandits." The arguments of
sovereignty front these people are
spacious considering the conduct
of their gambling "business"
leaders. Further îhese people are
not shielded by the sovereignty of
the Mohawk Nation or the
Haudenosaunee in courts of law
because they did not have the
sanction of the Nations to act on
their behalf.

There are young people armed
with ^ a u t o m a t i c and
semi-automatic weapons and they
appear as a security force for
individual casino owners. We
believe that the militarization of

; these enclaves challenges good
government by the leaders of the
community. What we see are our
youths being deluded into thinking
that they are defending sovereignty

.when in fact they are protecting
the financial interests of a few
casino owners and their non-Indian
partners.
The issue as it appears to us is not
sovereignty but the use of every
Mohawk's sovereignty to benefit a
few. The issue is: W h a t
direction are the Mohawk
people going to take for
iheir"future?
Gambling in Indian country

-throughout the United States has a

w

governing

The Two Row wampum is
specific in its directives and.
instruction to our people. We

short life. It has led to federal
regulations and control according
to state laws, laws that are already
passed in Congress. Las Vegas
Style casino gambling is about as
poor an issue tb challenge
sovereignty on as we could think
of, yet it could jeopardize
jurisdiction in all Haudenosaunee
territories. It's a matter of time
and the real crime is that these
casino owners know it and will
get what they can, while they can.

: the nations of the Haudenosaunee
have all the options any nation
has to deal with these problems,
t he insurgency of these
entrepreneurial enterprises
challenges the long standing

. government of the Haudenosaunee
and the values of the Great Law
that have inspired nations to
democracy. Treaty Law is

.; available to our Nations, in
particular, Article Seven of the
Canadaigua Treaty.
One of the major effects of these
self-designated enterprises is that it
has complicated the income tax
situation and brought about tax
issues directly into pur territories,
these entrepreneurs will not pay
the taxes that they may bring
down on Indian country.
Land claims are the most
important issue we are engaged in
today, claims that will insure our
future in our lands independent and
sovereign. It's ironic that it is a
segment of our own people who
are diverting energy and attention
away from this issue by their
greedy actions, handful of people
willing to squander our future for
compensation now. Short sighted
thinking indeed.

All revenues generated at the
expense of Mohawk National

. sovereignty should go to their
national treasury, to be
administered by the Mohawk
Nation. It is time for the
Haudenosaunee to activate the
trade and commerce commission
that will regulate all commercial
activities of pur Confederacy.
Individual entrepreneurs should not
receive these revenues into their
private bank accounts, subject to
their select largess, to buy the
loyalty of key figures in t the
community and the youths of the
Nation, thus undermining the
leadership of the Mohawk Nation.
These individuals whose leaders,

idols, and values come from Las
Vegas, Nevada, and other centers
of national and international
gambling activities, should not be
allowed to direct Mohawk
National policy on economics,
trade and commerce. These
directions belong to die people
through their selected and
responsible leadership. These
policies require vision and care if
we are to survive as nations in the
21st century.

The direction that these few
individuals are taking the Nation
is obvious as you look about and
see the regulations staring you in
the face. They have forced the
issue and have no place to seek
leadership except from those
shadowy figures in the background
supplying financial aid and
direction Tor gambling and other
iilegal trafficking in cigarettes,
people and drugs.
Money will not buy sovereignty.
Only the political will of the
people will insure that. For
sovereignty to be effective, the
Nation must be united. At the
moment the Nation is divided and
confused by the clever rhetoric oflr

individuals. Common sense
directs people back to their ancient
established government whose
interests are for the people.
We have been told by a young
man, who at one time upheld the
values of the Longhouse, that we
do not understand. We understand
only too well what he meant by
that statement. We do not agree
with their attempt to usurp the
legitimate Mohawk government
and replace it with the free
wheeling, unregulated, ungovemed
activities of wealthy individuals
protected by their personal armed
security forces just like the drug
barons of Central and South
America. Anarchy in Indian
country is directed by Las Vegas
and other enclaves of gambling.
We take our direction from the
Great Law of Peace that has
insured our survival up to now,
and indeed is providing direction
for the world at large in these
troubled times.

Our Nations have always been
Nations of Law and Peace and we
shall continue to be Nations of
Law and Peace.

- "He broke one arrow to illustrate
the weakness of one nation. Then
the Peacemaker bound five arrows
together with deer sinew to
illustrate the strength and unity of
Haudenosaunee".

Historical and Present
Environmental Statement

MCA Refuses
Offer Of

Resignation
From Grand

Chief
Mohawk council of Akwesasne
spokesman, Chief Lloyd Benedict
announced in an April 3 press
conference that Mike Mitchell
tendered his resignation as Grand
Chief of MCA citing responsibility
for a majority of the problems the
people of Akwesasne are faced with.
A meeting in the morning to
del iberate included elder
representation from both sides of
the community, some Traditional
leaders of the Mohawk Nation
Council and the full MCA
leadership.

The offer of resignation was
unanimously rejected by the MCA.
It was agreed that his resigning
would serve no useful purpose.
Rather, Mike will be concentrating
on the future of Akwesasne and
playing a major role in building the
community, its services and other
projects still pending such as the
arena, better housing and better
medicine facilities.
He will still maintain the position
of Grand Chief of MCA and the
Council is fully operative. All
nine (9) Chiefs have decision
making power and are capable of
addressing the issues at hand.
Mike Mitchell's term of office ends
in June 1991.

His platform was for unity at
Akwesasne. In 1985 a resolution
was passed calling MCA a
community government. The
council's purpose was to serve and
address the community's needs.
The resolution also recognized the
Traditional government as the
Nat ional government of
Akwesasne.
The Council will continue to work
to that goal and maintain a course
so that a resolution to the problems
at Akwesasne is found.

T. Doxtdator-David

As native people,we should wonder
what it was like in this country
before 1492 or even two hundred
years ago for that matter.
When elders tell stories it often
comes out how vast the forests of
the eastern area was, one account
describes how a squirrel could travel
from tree to tree from the
Mississippi River, to the shores of
the Atlantic Ocean in the east
The water was abundant also in
those times, all rivers stream us and
lakes were described as being crystal
clear.
One can only imagine what the
landscape must have looked like, as
native people we stood firm in our
teachings to thank all of natures
gifts that we depend on.
Regardless of our teachings to
protect and preserve the land for
future generations, the land is being
destroyed and neglected. The
industrial revolution has wrought
hovic and destruction of the natural
balances of life, thus creating an
atmosphere of chaos around the
globe.
There are still areas on earth that
have the qualities of purity, these
are the rain forests, and they too are
being threatened by massive
cutting. Today we look back on

Akwesasne and lament on what it
was like, remembering all of the
old times as if you could hear the
laughter and chatter of those men
and women along with their
children as they took part in
preparing for planting or harvesting
of crops.
Now today 1990; we as^ a
community are challenged to
choose the best decision possible to
have an effective clean-up of the
industrial poisons surrounding our
community.
Luckily we as a community have
an environmental task force that
will help us reach the best possible
decision on the clean-up of the
General Motors super fund site.
Even though the EPA provides a
sixty day comment period for
people to express their opinion on
their remedial action plan, our task
force along with the Akwesasne
Environmental Education Project
have been holding house meetings
to inform the public.
We encourage all residents of
Akwesasne to respond to these
challenges.
Article submitted by:
The Akwesasne Environmental
Education Project, with translation.

Treaty Allows Indians
To Hunt Without Licences

St. Thomas, Out. A 289 year
old treaty allows Iroquois Indians to
hunt without licences and at any
time of the year throughout a large
part of southern Ontario, a
provincial court judge has ruled.
In his decision, Judge George
Phillips dismissed hunting charges
against two Oneida Indians.
He ruled that promises of free,
undisturbed hunting contained in a
1701 land treaty cannot be restricted
by provincial fish and game
legislation.
"The treaty absolutely covers all of

and David Jamieson on the hunting
charges.
The treaty was signed in Albany,
N?Y., by representatives of the
British Crown and the five Nations
Iroquois - consisting of the Oneida,
Mohawk, Onondaga, Cayuga, and
Seneca tribes in Ontario.
Under the agreement, the Five
Nations surrendered a piece of land
described as "in length about 800

-miles and in breadth 400 miles to
the Crown.
In return, the Crown promised to
protect Ute Indians' right to
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Rules and Regulations Proposed For
Business on the Reservation (From the

Onondaga Nation)

1. With no exceptions there will
be NO business or individuals
allowed to sell ALCOHOL,
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES, DRUGS
OR GAMBLING.
2. Under NO circumstances will a
non-Onondaga or non-Resident be
permitted to run or operate a
business.
3. All agreements must be written
between Onondaga Nation and
businesses or parties involved.
4. All financial agreements must
be paid in full before businesses
reopen. Which include an Audit
with interest paid for by the
businesses. Purchases must be
pasted through Onondaga Council
before purchased, invoices and
checks must go to nation and then
sent to distributors, "NO personnel
checks sent to distributors by
individuals."
5. No businesses should change
hands without coming in front of
council.

6. Structure a licensing procedure
for Vendors, and individuals
conducting '< business within
Onondaga territories must have
yearly permits and go through
council.
7. Must have Ongwhewhowhe
people working for businesses,
preference to residence. No
non-Indians working for businesses.
8. Structuring a licensing procedure
for the business with yearly permits
and Annual Financial Statements.
9. Due to environmental
contamination, Gas, Oil, Diesel
should be discontinued. Businesses
should be responsible for
environmental clean-up, disposal
and removal.
10. Additional merchandise or
Vendors will not be added to
existing agreement without going
through council. New permits
should be issued.

Why doesn't this non-Indian defend gambling in Massena?
And does she look like a Cherokee Indian that she claims
to be? You be the judge! ;

Suppqrtors Of The Akwesasne Freedom
School Honored

Marjorie Skidders, Akwesasne Freedom School Director presents Ray
Cook, CKON's Station Manager, Barbara Barnes, Director of. N.A.I.T.C.
and Susan Rourke, Business Manager of Indian Time, with plaques of
appreciation for their continued support of the School. ' .

FREDERICK'S SPORT$/FITNESS COMPLEX
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(315)769-2885
ROLLER SKATING

IEALTH CLUB SPORT SHOP &
BIKE REPAIR SHOP

i^££ Vervilles Flowefsil
"The Home of. F+ow0rs; with Flair" W

Happy Easter 90 %{
iOur Own - Easter Parade Bouquets

. 'Start ing at $15 .00
Easter Showcase - Plants fie Silks -Galore I
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*fcV FTD and Telef lora Easter Specia ls * #
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SAVE 10 % WITH THIS COUPON

A C C E 8 O W A R E
SER VICES

Everything you and your
c o m p u t e r n e e d : , . . .'-.•"
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Lee's & Levi's 501, 505, & 550\
Full Line of Carhart Apparel

Man\ brands of quality work boots,
including Redwing & Timberland
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southwestern Ontario, and probably continue hunting on the land, "free
other areas,"'.said^P&ulWilHains,a of all disturbance."
lawyer who xepresented Jesse Ireland .
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