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Begun in July of 1983, the Indian
Times is a news journal dedicated
to reporting on what is happening
in Akwesasne and our sister
Iroquois communities. The news
policy at Indian Times insists we
try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as we can. We encourage
and invite opinions different than
ours. We are committed to a free
and open press at Akwesasne. We
believe in the unrestricted flow of
information to our people. By this
means, we have the ability to make
intelligent, informed decision
about our collective future.
Indian Times is a product of the
people of Akwesasne. It is your
newspaper printing stories about
you. Please feel free to contact our
Kanatakon offices in the
Akwesasne Communications So-
ciety Building if you have con-
cerns, compliments or plain old
curiosity about the material printed
inft&C Jtt&fctt ftim**. V
Niawenkowa, Akwesasne for your
support. :'V; . ; : _
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Behind the
Scenes

When we examine the issues
which have brought our community
to the edge of internal war we find
those who would have us fight so
that they might be enriched are not
telling us the complete truth.

One of the most common
arguments made against any
attempt to regulate the gambling
and cigarettes is that by doing so
the three councils would be
"taxing" the businessmen.

iti fact the Mohawk Bingo Palace
pays federal taxes, Tony Laughing
has been asssessed over $2,000,000
in taxes (which he will have to pay
or go to jail) and the Tribal Council
itself pays income taxes. Where is
the sovereign nation status here?
Critics of the current blockade are

fond of blaming Mike Mitchell and
the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne
for interfering in tribal affairs by
planning the barricades. In fact
Mitchell has opposed the blockades
and urged their removal as soon as
possible as an "act of good faith"
towards the Mohawk SS Force and
the casino owners.
At innumerable public and private

meetings Mitchejl has spoken for
reconcilliation, peace and
understanding. He has yet to
advocate the use of force although
his councils has prepared the
Akwesasne Police in case of attack
and given their employees the right
to determine for themselves if they
will particpate in these events.

The casino supporters constantly
make the argument they have a
fight to operate because they are
part of a sovereign nation.

;: In reality, they create and
encourage artificial divisions by
labelling the blockaders as
"Canadian". They also dismiss the
idea of a Mohawk Nation Council;
without a national government
there can be no true sovereignty.

The SS Force says it follows the
Great Law yet their version of the
Law has been deemed incorrect by
the true Iroquois experts. In
addition, they have been termed
"outlaw" by every credible Iroquois
council. .

Pro-gamblers point to the
August, 1989 "referendum" as proof
the people support their position.
In truth, that referendum has been
denied as legitimate by the very
tribal chiefs who advocated for it.

The pro-gamblers have indicated
they, might be willing to accept
tribal licenses if all else failed.
This means the introduction of even
more U.S. laws here and the further
eradication of Mohawk sovereignty.

The recent trials and convictions
of the gamblers also represent a
grave threat to a free Mohawk state.
The courts are now determining
what our rights are; the judge will
no doubt take away what little
actual freedom we have.

The dangers to our future are
obvious. Without a Mohawk
Nation government we cannot
resolve our land claims, we cannot

keep alive a distinct Indian culture,
we cannot determine pur own
future. We will, in the end, be
little more than a small county
somewhere in northern New York
with little to offer anyone except
some very violent memories.

Kanentiio

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I write in reference to a recent

article in your Newspaper entitled
"Kanehsatake: Optimism Amidst
Controversy", I must say that your
article was very well researched in
that it seems you fully understand
the activities of the local Band
Council Systems of the Mohawk
People of Kanehsatake. This Band
Council and any other, still operate
in accordance with the, FedeEaJ .•
Governments Poliqy Called "The
Indian Act" make no mistake, ail
Canadian Band Councils, are
married to the Canadian
Governments in this format or in a
newly concocted format depicting
itself as Indian Self Government -
which means to Canada nothing
more than Municipalization of
Reserves with the Power to Tax
your own People as well as any
Non-Indian leasing Indian lands.

Unfortunately, after your 6th or
7th paragraph your expertly
.researched article fails. Kanehsatake
has a Longhouse, which is used
constantly by a "thriving traditional
element". We have real Clan
Mother's, we have a True Condoled
Chief and an Understudy who is one
step away from a full Condolence
according to the Great Law Of
Peace or as we call it the
Kainerekowa.

All our people who have
remained loyal to the present
Longhouse, act as faithkeepers for ,
ourselves, true, many things must
be up graded, but we have never
disappeared. Our Clan Mothers stilt
cross the Longhouse floor holding
babies and they still do what is
important to our traditions; I for
one resent the implication that '
Walter David and his immediate
family are "The Few at Kanesatake •
referring to themselves as \
Traditional" on the contrary, one
cannot be a traditional and have >
married a Non-Indian not once but
twice. The Great Law does not
discriminate between men and
women. If one marries a
Non-Indian, one must leave the
circle of Protection, and if that one
wishes to return he/she may, but
they will never hold title or have a
say in the Longhouse activities.
The article fails further by not
addressing the fact that the afore
mentioned few, have not and will
not have the necessary clans No
Matter how many Longhouse's they
choose to build. They do have,
however, the right to attend
activities at the Longhouse, but
because they do not have the
necessary clans they cannot hold
title or have a say. They have been
given the right to attend because
they have "Protection'iinder a
Chief but, nothing more. This •
right to attend and have "Protection
Under a Chief" can also be taken
away if one is not careful.

In closing I must say that the
last few paragraphs in your article
should have been more closely
researched. I have never known the
"Indian Times" to print lies, I had
always respected the stories because
I felt They were closely researched,
I guess I was wrong. One final note
our ceremony for Maple Syrup will
be held on March 25th. Any one
referring to themselves as
Traditional is welcomed to attend. I
hope this article is printed in it's
entirety, with it, we hope to set the
records straight.

Nia:wen
Arihote on behalf of The
Longhouse Chiefs, Clan Mothers
and People of Kanesatake

Dear Editor,
The roadblocks we have erected is a
last resort to gain peace and unity
and all of our reasons have been
publicly announced. We urged any
or all people who wish for peace to
join us so that we may find
solutions to our dilemma. The
dilemma we can no longer deny.
The people who oppose pur efforts
are the same people who supported
the roadblocks of the ss force last
year and who do not seem to
comprehend the lack of information
which was given to the community
as to why they did what they did.
We are accused of harassment,
abuse and inconvenience. "Do they
forget the assault rifles openly
displayed and the many
inconveniences individuals faced at
the time?

We have been accused of drinking at
the blockades and the only people
witnessed drinking are the
individuals driving through at high
rates of speed who yell vulgarities,
make obscene gestures and have
pointed knives and guns at us. Yet
these people claim to protect the
sovereignty of our people and
Rowena General claims are
non-violent
For every sob story I have heard we
have two. For every person claimed
to be harassed we have three. For
every ramming of cars we are
accused of ours are shot at and
burned.
To the woman who claimed her
children are frightened she should
talk to the individuals whose homes
have been shot at with high
powered rifles and have received
threatening phone calls that their
homes will be blown up. Her
brother-in-law Stopped at the eastern
end of the blockade with a gun in
his car saying it was for
"protection." Her brothers, who
were "harassed," tried to run the
blockade with people standing next
to it Although there was a scuffle
it was nothing like it was made out
to be. Leaving the blockades, he
was screaming he would "be back
with a gun to shoot us all." Isn't it
ironic that she is one of the people
to go crying to the Canadian
government to get rid of the
roadblocks after being one of the
individuals who have chosen to
i ^ "sovereignty" by supporting

gain sympathy. We have chosen
not to publicize our children's
anguish but instead are trying to.
stop the source of their anguish. If
she were so concerned about her
children she would keep them off
the roads, especially after having
one child hit by a car.
Marion, if you want to trade sad
stories I will get you in touch with
people who have experienced it in.
the past; those who don't have to
exaggerate.

Margaret Peters

Dear Editor,
There is alot of confusion in the air
and I can see why. People don't
realize this all has to do with
money. Some do, some don't.
Issues brought before people are
used to cloud their minds. The real
issues is the leaders opening their
books to the people, and the public
or may be their scared to let the
people know how much money
they bring in. They have divided the
people in fractions....
Each leader has money coming in

behind all their double talk, Band
Council, Tribal, Traditionals,
Warriors, Smugglers, Gamblers,
Cigarette stores, Gas stations, etc.
They all say they're for the people.
That is a front to confuse you, so
you won't know how much money
they make. When wilt they stop
and open their books to the people,
when someone dies? Sure they can
afford a funeral, but can they afford
a funeral for the whole reservation.
We have a lot of power in the
people, but it's being misused. I've
seen a lot of meetings where all
that came from them were issues.
People tell your leaders to sit in
front of the people and present
themselves and their books.

A people's forum is what we
need. Sure we have been hurt It's
not to late, no one has died. Every
time I read the paper I turn the
words around to find the truth. Try
it, you'll see. It's not the welfare of
the people, it's warfare against the
people.

Another solution is to put all
the leaders on the road when the
police and the F.B.I, come in, so
we won't have to die or fight for
them. If they won't sit with the
people, people go home. Leaders
better talk to the people before the
people go home and stay there,.
Then were would you be with no
followers? The mighty dollar is
over your head not mine.

Canadians and Americans are
there to help put more confusion in
the air. We can think of military
actions, but it will get you nowhere
but dead. No one wins a fight
Stop before we pile more on top
and get nowhere.

Signed: :
A different way of seeing it

js on^of flk! many who do not
fee circumstances.

She uses her children in order to

Leonard Beaubien

LeonardP.Beaubien,64,ofStateRoad,
Bombay. He died from injuries in an
automobile accident Sunday, April 1,
1990, Calling hours were held Tues-
day, April 6th and Wednesday April
7th. Funeral services were held at St
Patrick's Church in Hogansburg,
Thursday at 11 am. Burial will be in
St. Joseph's cemetery in Hogansburg.
Mr. Beaubbn is survived by his wife,
mother; 3 daughters, 1 son, six grand-
children and one one sister. He was a
retired construction worker, a veteran
of World War II, a memberof Amvets
#4, D.A. V, and American Legion post
1479 and a former member of the St
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council.
Memorial contributions can be made
to the American Lung Association,

Louis N.Casey

Louis Casey aged 73 of
Akwesasne,died Thursday, March 29
at the Alice Hyde Hospital in Malone.
Born in Akwesasne.January 24,1916.
The son of Thomas and Louise (Cook)
Casey. He was an an iron worker with
local 33 of Rochester. He was a vet-
eranof the U.S.army.servingin World
World II. He was married to Janie
Johnson, who passed away in Septem-
ber of 1989. ; ;
Surviving are two sons, Nelson aiid
Jeffrey, and one daughter, Cindy, all
of Rochester. Also one brother, Peter
Casey of Bombay, two grandchildren
and several nieces and nephews. ;
The funeral was held, Monday, April
2, at the StRegis Catholic church.
Military service was provided by the
American Legion post 1479 of
Hogansburg. A spring interment will
be at the St Joseph's cemetery. •

Joyce Mitchell

The community is saddened by the
passing of Joyce Mitchell, 40, of
Cornwall Island. Ms. Mitchell died
at the Hotel Dieu Hospital in
Cornwall after a long illness.

Ms. Mitchell was the wife of
Noah Mitchell and the mother of
Eric, Irene, Chrissann, Clint and
Angel. She leaves parents Alex
Montour and Geraldine Oakes and
sister Sharon Tarbell as well as
numerous uncles, aunts, cousins
and many friends. . /•

Services were held on April 4 at
the Assembly of God Church with
the Rev. John Maracle officiating
with burial in the Rest Haven
Cemetary.

Funeral services were made
through the Cornwall Funeral
Home.

Ralph Whitebean

Ralph Whitebean of Cornwall
Island died March 28,1990 at Hotel
Dieu Hospital. He was 6*8.
Mr. Whitebean is survived by his
wife, Elizabeth Banen; four sons,
Ernest, Charles and David, all of
Cornwall Island, and Christopher of
Brockville; and by one brother,
Kenneth Whitebean.
Predeceased by his parents, Thomas
Whitebean and Laura Wilson; two
brothers, Hugh and Lawrence; and
by two sisters, Helen and Gladys
Whitebean. "•)'':
The service was held March 31,
1990 from Boukrice Funeral Home
Ltd. Interment in St Lawrence
Union Valley Cemetery, Ingleside,•;
Ont Reverence Normand Looey
officiated. :'••' :-"'•;•'..•'•*
Pallbearers were Charles
Whitebean, David Whitebean,
Ernest Whitebean, Kevin
MacDonald, Steven Riasyk. and
Lawrence Whitebean. ^ , 1


