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n DC.
All elected officials of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council signed an

agreement in Washington, DC. April 2 in an attempt to resolve the
gambling crisis here. - : V\ ' ; • ~..; "'';; • '••'
They were told by angry Bureau officials that if the Council continued to
prove itself incapable of governing federal services to the reservation
would be terminated ; f r -V
Meeting in the offices of Bureau of Indian Affairs director Ed Brown the

tribal chiefs* subchiefs and clerk were permitted to air their grievances
before being encouraged to agree to work towards establishing peace at
A k w e s a s n e . .. : "•'']•'.. ;..,".:.''.'.'•••'-";.: ' ; - V •.:••.•'•.-'•.;"-.'"' • - ' ' ' .

In attendance at the session were tribal chiefs Harold Tarbell, Lincoln
White and Leo David Jacobs along with sub-chiefs Angus Pyke, James
Ransom, Hilda Smoke and tribal cleric Carol Herne. Also in attendance
was William Ott, the area director for the Bureau.
Chief White said the problems at Ak\vesasne stemmed from "Canadian"

Mohawks interfering In the affeurs onthe "U.S." side of the reservation.
White maintained the Tribe was the onlycouncil with federal recognition,
hence the only one which could control gaming here.
Jacobs supported White's comments about "Canadian" interference by

stating the Akwesasne Police had invaded using 9 mm pistols. He said he
wanted the Canadians to be kept on their side of the community.
Carol Herne was more specific in her analysis; she said it was Mohawk

Council of Akwesasne Grand Chief Mike Mitchell's fault. Herne said the
current problems began in 196$when Mitchell Jed a blockade of the
international bridges. / ' , .

Since 1968, Herne said, Mitchell had engaged in an attempt to
brainwash" the Mohawk Council. Herne also maintained the blockade

was the result of aconspiracjr involving a "cult" led by Beverly Cook and
Barbara Barnes. • . :.: :. =: , : . " \ \ ; :•"• •'.

To counter the -assertions of Jacobs,, V^hite and Herne subchief James
Ransom offered a series of proposals which might resc ve the crisis.
Ransom's ideas were endorsed; byChiefHarold Tarbell as w.il as the other
subchiefs. . :

:
:' '••.'"••'.;•''' ' ^Y l ' ; : V .';.'"'•' '-: '''''.'_'•

Brown was reportedly optimistic about the Ransom proposal but
insisted theTribe demonstrategreaterresponsibility.
The Bureau's eastern area director, William Ott, warned Jacobs and White

that if they persistedin their attempts to legitimize the Mohawk
Sovereignty Security Force the federal government would be forced to
reconsider ii5 programs: at Akwesasne. ,;

The Tribe currently receives an estimated $4*826,845 from the U.S.
federal government out of a tptal budget of $6,346,365.

Sub-chief Hi to Smoke; urged Browrn to: visit Akwesasne to see for
himself the problems and listen;to the people's concerns. Smoke said the
women of the community wanted toknow why Brown was in
Washington and not. at Akwesasne. ^

Brown said the idea of acommunity referendum about gaming was a
matter for the people of Akwesasne to decide. He also said he would be
willing to meet with representatives of the three councils at a later time.

Ai risk, according; to TarbelL. is the recognition by the Bureau that the
St. Regis Mohawk ilribiiCcHuncil is in fact a government at all.
The meeting concluded with the signing of a resolution calling for the

termination of illegal gaming, the roadblocks and a call for a policing
agency. . • • • ' • ' - - ' . . ' ' " • • '•':':•. ••.••'': ' • " . ' • :" • ' • ' ' • - ' . ' • " : ' ' " ' • " • '

As the tribal officials were leaving Washington they saw casino owner
Anthony "Tony" Laughing at the airport, He was on his way to take part:
in an anti-blockade demonstration in front of the Canadian embassy three
blocks east ofthe White House; ^ V̂^

EldgrsQif Akwesasne:
Benedict

Elijah Benedict lives in a large farm
house in Kawenoke. He raised ten
children here. Inside, books line the
shelves, you can tell he is a knowl-
edgeable man. He sits in the front
room resting, his 93 years catching up
to him. ' ". : . v : ' \ ' /•• : ; v V .V •
Elijah is concerned with the problems
that face Akwesasne today. "The way
I see it, They should have never air
lowed the casinos built on the
reserve.There was something wrong
with the chiefs," : / ' •
He also contends Uiat the Mohawks

are the strongest in the Confederacy
and thatifwefaU toeiestofwelroquois
Confederacy will follow.

He has stopped at the blockades to
offer encouragement to the men and
women there. He feels that this is the
only way to rid Akwesasne of that
dilemma. ; •[
He expresses concern about the ex-
ploding population." The reserve on
both sides are getting full. People
aren't farming anymore: We need the
land claims, when they come through,
Akwesasne will be a bigger territory."
He has one last thing to say to the
peopleat theroad blocks," They better
not give up." He realizes that the
futureof Akwesasne hingeson strength
of these people.

The Week in Review:
At the Blockades

Life at the barricades has settled down to a definite pattern: shift work.
Croups of men and women arrive at set intervals to relieve those who
have monitored traffic and communications the past six hours.

Captains and chiefs pass in and out of the tents, checking on the
crews, bringing the latest news or simply lending moral support.
Donations of food and coffee come in throughout the day from the
people who support the blockade but cannot man the barricades.
Throughout the night there is constant movement between the eastern

and western barricades. The casirtos%re closely watched to make sure
they have remained closed.
Most non-natives have been turned away but the odd traveller does

sometimes squeeze through. What they see is a two mile strip of
Akwesasne marked by flashing neon lights and empty parking lots.
With the exception of the odd car racing down .Route 37 the roads are
generally clear. • ' . ' , ' • '

Fuel and food deliveries are allowed to pass through but most
businesses have either curtailed their hours Of operation or shut down
completely. A rumour circulating in Akwesasne is the blockade has
cost the casinos and bingo halls $2,000,000 in lost revenues, or close
to $200,000 a day.
Money doesn't seem to have much impact on the blockaders, however.

The talk is mostly about the weather everyone wants to know how
much worse it can get Over the past two weeks nature has thrown
everything at them from snowstorms to record setting cold to the
present endless rain.

No one manning the barricades seriously considers abandoning their
vigil. The more days past the greater the resolve. People there feel
they have come too far and given too much to compromise with their
original plans. There are three goals to be reached before the barricades,
are removed: all gambling stops until a referendum is held, the Mohawk
Sovereignty Security Force is disbanded and an effective law
enforcement is in place to prevent retributions and to enforce the
people's will.

It is clear the blockaders will not be the same after this. They have
learned to trust each other, to rely upon one another in times of crisis as
they have never had to do before. They know they are shaping
Akwesasne's future; not as a government, a politician or a bureaucrat
but as a people.

Shared responsibilities, committment, honesty and a willingness to
sacrifice characterize the Mohawks at the barricades. Perhaps their
opponents sense this and have given up, for now, their attempts to
forcibly break the hold the blockaders have on all of us, for perceived
good or ill.

During the past week the following incidents were recorded by the
communications people at the barricades.

Friday, March
Meeting at the Kateri Hall; The^&g councils advise removing the

barricades but the people want to know if their are guarantees the
casinos will remain closed until a gambling referendum is held, the
MSSF disbanded and a police agency is in place. NO such assurances
can be given so the barricades remain in place.
2:15 p.m. Four men from Kahnawake drive through the western
barricades.
2:30 p.m. Word is spread about a helicopter being shot down over
Ganienkeh. A doctor on the medivac helicopter was hit and their are
rumours the National Guard will be involved in a raid upon Ganienkeh.
Throughout the night local traffic moves quietly through the barricades.
After a week the people have grown accustomed to the flares, flagpeople
and flashing lights. Other than the odd late night speeder both sides
report a veyy quiet night ]

Saturday, March 31:
4:00 p.m. The barricades at Racquette are attacked by a group of 150
people. The MSSF is involved. A school bus and construction trailer
are taken by the SS. Abram "Skipper" Herne uses a tractor to smash
the bus. A van owned by Roger Thomas is set afire, as are two
outhouses and bails of hay. No one is reported hurt
5:30- p.m. The Canadian span of the international bridges is closed.
7:14 p.m. The Hogansburg Volunteer Fire Department arrives at the
Racquette barricades to put out a fire after the SS Force and
pro-gamblers hit the barricades again.
8:51 p.m. The SS Force leaves the Racquette area.
9:25 p.m. The U.S. Customs is reportedly closed.
midnight A truck owned by Eli Tarbell and allegedly driven by Gilbert
Lazore attempts to ram die eastern barricades with a plow. It smacks a
car with the remains of a toilet burnt at Racquette. The truck is struck
with bats and sticks as it speeds by. No one is hurt

Sunday, April 1:
Peace forums for youth and elders are held at the St Regis Mohawk
School. All three councils attend to hear from the people.
8:50 p.m. A car driven by Leonard Beaubien was reported to have
crashed at the Country Corners. The Akwesasne Emergency Team and
the HVFD respond.

Monday, April 2:
.12:30 a.m. An employee pf the T.V.I. Casino shows up at the eastern
barricades. He said he had been fired.
10:00 a.m. A SS Force member says he wants to quit the Force and
rejoin the longhouse.
10:30 a.m. A bomb threat is called in the offices of the Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne. <
The tribal chiefs and sub-chiefs are in Washington, DC. to meet with
the head of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
2:00 pan. A second bomb threat is called into the MCA.
8:30 An intoxicated Woman shows up at Racquette and wants the
barricades removed.
10:50 p.m. A blue pickup truck tries to ram the eastern barricades. It
is hit with a bat
11:34 p.m. A white Buick car speeds through the eastern barricades and
fires two rounds from a pistol up into the air.
11:34 p.m. A maroon colored car rams the eastern barricades. It is
forced to stop because a tire is flattened. The four people inside the
vehicle were drinking. A tow truck is called to take the Car away.

Tuesday, April 3:
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne meets to consider Grand Chief
M&e MitcheU's resignation, They refuse to accept U.
7:00-9-00 pjn. -.the-.Alw^saS^ residents opposed to gaming meet with
the u W c o ^ U s at uWSt Regis M c ^
will have their session April 5. >\:: P . ] : " - ^ •'•• • '.

f T 04/90 . •'. • ' ,-. - •• ' • • ' • '

AKWESASNE LIBRARY &• ;PUL..TUF̂
R O U T E 37 : • ' . ;• • : .:•,'
HOGANSBURG.. NY ;i:3655'.-. - '.

John Boots leads volatile crowd from Tribally owned
Bingo Palace, to burn out the nonviolent blockade
against warriors and gambling.

Tony Laughing and Lincoln White demand that
negotiations take pJace on the removal of the
roadblocks which were erected in protest of the illegal
gaming and outlaw warrior group at Akwesasne. Their
demands came after.a negotiated agreement was signed
by all leaders of Akwesasne to negotiate possible
solutions to the problems. Lincoln and Tony's demands
came only moments after their crowd of supporters
aggressively burned out the roadblock and while outlaw
warrior members tried to incite violence among the
peaceful protesters who refused to be provoked to
violence by them.

Medivac
Helicopter Shot

Down
A medivac helicopter was forced

to land on the Ganienkeh territory
March 30 when it lost power as a
result of an oil line being pierced
by bullet Wounded in the gunfire
was Dr. James Van Kirk, 27, of the
Vermont Medical Center in
Burlington.

A nurse on the helicopter said the
shots which struck aircraft came
from a rifle fired by a man on the
Ganienkeh territory.

Ganienkeh spokespersons have
denied the charge. At least one
news source said Ganienkeh leader
Paul Delaronde attributed the
shooting to the Akwesasne
Mohawks manning two blockades
along Route 37. ,

Akwesasne residents did spot the
helicopter flying beneath heavy
clouds in the late morning Of March
30 but no shots were fired.
Akwesasne is about 60 miles west
of Ganienkeh.
New York State Police surrounded

the Ganienkeh community in order
to conduct an investigation but
were denied entry onto the territory.
To date, the police continue to seal
off all routes leading into the
community.

continued on page 3
see Helicopter

St. Regis
Mohawk Tribal

Council
Press Release
April 2,1990

The full Tribal Council of the St
Regis Mohawk Tribe met with
Assistant Secretary-, Indian Affairs
Eddie Brown and discussed the wage
of issues facing the people of die
St Regis Reservation. There was.
complete agreement by all parties
on the following three major
objectives:' . : '. -i
1.) to remove the existing
roadblocks as soon as possible;
2.) tp stop all illegal gaming on the
reservation as soon as possible; and
3.) to reestablish daily law
enforcement and protection of all
citizens of the reservation.
A mediator will be chosen by the
St. Regis Tribal Council to
facilitate the effort by the Council
to develop art action plan to address
these three objectives. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA) fully
support the St. Regis Tribal
Council in its effort to develop and
implement the action plan.
The members of the S t Regis
Tribal Council and the Assistant
Secretary- Indian Affairs took

continued on page 3
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