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SUPREME COURT SIDES
WITH TRIBES IN

ADOPTION
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled April 3, that

Indian tribes not the state have the final say over the
adoption of Indian children.

The 6-3 ruling stems from a case involving
Choctaw twins who were bom off the reservation and
adopted by a non-Indian couple.

Both natural parents are enrolled members of the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians and live on the res-
ervation.

A Mississippi judge, noting that the natural par-
ents had traveled off the reservation to give birth and the
infants had never lived there, ruled that the Choctaw tribe
lacked jurisdiction in the case. The Mississippi Supreme
Court upheld that ruling.

The 1978 Indian Child Welfare Act gives tribal
courts jurisdiction over Indian child-custody cases, say-
ing efforts would be made to place adopted Indian chil-
dren into Indian homes.

The justices said that tribal interest took prece-
dence over individual rights.

"Tribal jurisdiction under federal law was not
meant to be defeated by the actions of individual members
of the tribe, for Congress was concerned not solely about
the interests of Indian children and families, but also about
the i mpact on the tribes themselves of the largenumber of
Indian children adopted by non-Indians," Justice William
Brennan wrote in the majority opinion.

In deciding the case, the justices defined the term
"domicile" as stated in the Indian Child Welfare Act. The
act gives the tribes exclusive jurisdiction over custody
proceedings involving any Indian child "who resides or is
domiciled within" the tribe's reservation.

In defining the term, the court noted that the term
"domicile" is not synonymous with "residence" in this
case. Foranadult,domicilemeanstheplaceapersonlives
with an intent of remaining. Children acquire the domi-
cile of the parents. Thus court ruled that die twins were
domiciled on the reservation even though they had not
lived there at any time after their birth.

Justice John Paul Stevens, in a dissenting opin-
ion, said the ruling distorts the delicate balance between
individual rights and group rights recognized by the
Indian Child Welfare Act. .

Chief Justice Will Rehnquist and Justice An-
thony Kennedy joined in Stevens dissent.

Tribal leaders and social workers have hailed the
decision saying it sends a clear message that the Supreme
Court recognizes the tribal courts ability to handle such
cases in a fair and humane manner.

Others said that state courts will be more likely
to pay attention to the act and not overstep tribal court ju-
risdiction.
Source: "WinAwenenNisitotung" He Who Understands

Published by the Sault Tribe of Chippewa
Indians

REGENTS TAKE INITIAL
STEPS TO RETURN 12
WAMPUM BELTS TO
ONONDAGA NATION

June 16,1989
The Regents today authorized New York State

Museum staff to pursue the return of 12 wampum belts to
the Council of Chiefs of the Onondaga Nation.

The Museum acquired the belts, which are the
foundation documents of Iroquois life and comparable to
our Declaration of Independence and Constitution, at
various times between 1898 and .1949.

Museum staff began reviewing the history of the
belts and the issues involved in their return several years
ago at the request of the Onondaga Council of Chiefs.

Negotiations for return of the belts began be-
tween Museum staff and the Chiefs in 1985 with encour-
agement from the Commissioner of Education and Gov-
ernor Mario M. Cuomo.

Both the Regents and the Onondaga Council of
Chiefs must give final approval to the return of the
wampum belts should send comments to Thomas E.
Sheldon, Executive Deputy Commissioner, New York
State Education Department, Albany, New York 12234,
before July 14,1989.
Contact Linda Fisher or Chris Carpenter (518) 474-1201
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The 150 lap Enduro race jumped into action on
Saturday June 24th at the Frogtown International Speed-
way. The 150 lap race may be equivalent toa70 mile race.
On the start 47 cars lined the track.
Participants were: '

Vance Savage Henry Mitchell
Roland Pellitier, Randy Cook
Eugene Arquette Norm Tarbell
Roy Tarbell Dick Ward
Angus Lazore Scott Locker
George Shatlaw DuaneHire

Bill Arquette
Bill Arquette
Dion Mitchell

The field was comprised of both novices and
experienced drivers. The high paced race found at least
nine racers losing control and having to abandon their ve-
hicles about 1/2 way through the race. This created an
obstacle course for the remainder who were forced to keep
a fast pace by more experienced drivers.

The race was challenging and a test of endurance
on the drivers.

The race lasted about 2 hours with Angus Lazore
gaining the checkers fora 1st place win, followed by Mike
Connors and Richard Ward. •

MASSENA TOOL & SUPPLY

GRS TflKKS
$9 9 , 9 5

156 CENTER STREET
MASSENA NY 13662

Toll Free-(800)424-2535
Local (3 15)769-8660

*W E HONOR TAX FORMS*

David Adams
Paul Pellitier
Jeffrey Rush
Michael Trembly Pete Mitchell
Scott Henry Bob Shirley
Allan Lavalley
Jeff Scott
Bemie Jones
Bruce Jackson
Adam Benedict
Darrell Aubin
David Russell
Jim Webb
John Plourde
Robert Tarbell
Wyatt Walsh
Dale Prodtick

Alex Thompson
Bruce Lashomb
JohnKeams .
Sandra Herne
Garrett White
Richard Ward
Richard Maker
Mike Cree
Mike Connors
Curtis Smith
FredJock
Brian Herne
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Fish's

Chateaugay St.
Ft. Covington, N.Y.

20% OFF ON CflNRDIflN M0NEV

Young people get the feel of racing competition at Frogtown
International Speedway last Sunday, the inside track was specially
designed for three and four wheelers. Young Adam Caldwell was
among last week's winners.
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. . . 'Things fan Should' J^now'....

' AIXPBfCS vJiiiimprove coordination- strength, fk^bdity and endurance
' Ihinkjaxgi amounts of Vitamin'C', 6efort and after class.
' 1)o not eat prior to aerobic dass'. . . •' /
' Wear light cotton blind aerobic li/ear ;

' Do not iKCudTarget Mean %fite! . / .
• Ut your skin perspire and breatfu openly! -
' Tat light nonfat meats, lots ofvegves and fruits.
' Rvoid overheating, do low-impact classes.

Three Area Girls Selected to the Northern
N. Y.

Junior Olympic Girls Softball Team
Three girls from Akwesasne have been selected

to play on the Northern New York Jr. OlympicGirls
Softball Team. These girls are:

Rhonda Mitchell
Mickey Cook
TinaConners

The Olympic team is comprised of players
from Malorie, Massena, Ogdensburg, and the Norwood-
Norfolk area.

The team will be travelling to Binghamton,
N. Y. for thier first tournament on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday July 7th»8th, and 9th.

The Times would like to wish the girls the best
of luck on thier road trip!

Akwesasne* Women's
Softball Schedule

Thursday July 6 th-Vinneys@ St. Regis, Richies@ Snye,
Legion @ Cornwall Island
Tuesday July 11th - Snye @ Vinneys, Richies @ Corn-
wall Island, St. Regis @ Legion
Thursday July 13th - Vinneys @ Richies, Cornwall Island
@ St. Regis, Legion @ Snye
Games begin at 6 pm.

Several games need to be re-scheduled as soon as poss-
ible. Please make arrangements with the captains of the
team, so a make-up game can be schedule.

"WILLIE AND LUCY PAPINEAU
WELCOME YOU TO ;"

Mexicali Rosa's
Cornwall's Original Mexican Restaurant
Enjoy CaHf ornia «tyle Mexican food in a casual setting at affordable prices

of FEATURING:
SHRIMP FAJITAS
12 OZ. STEAK :::::r:. . $9.95

"99 CENT" TACO TUESDAYS ( Evenings Only )

58 PITT ST. L.L.B.O.
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MODEL 13655-9
LAWN TRACTOR

SELLING POINTS

12 H.P. I/C ENGINE;CAST
IRON SLEEVE HIGH VAC-
UUM, DEEP DECK IS EX-
CELLENT FOR BAGGING
ON-THE-GO CUT
HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT;
YARD COMMAND
TRANSMISSION; CLUTCH
NOT NECESSARY FOR
SPEED INCREASES, AND
CLUTCH WORKS AS A
BRAKE, RESUMING SE-
LECTED SPEED WHEN
RELEASED AFTER TIGHT
TRIMMING OR TURNING.


