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DO CANADIANS PREFER
NATIVE CULTURE IN

MUSEUMS?
While Canadians celebrate the opening of the

Museum of Civilization in Ottawa on June 29th, the 9,000
year old Innu culture is in danger of extinction due to the
incalculable social and environmental damage being
caused by NATO low-level flight testing over their
homeland: Nitassinan. Perhaps Canadian society prefers
Native culture in museums. Who are the Innu and how is
their survival being threatened?

Approximately 10,000 Innu live in Nitassinan,
an area which encompasses Labrador and Northern Que-
bec. The Innu have always relied on the land for their
survival and never signed a treaty giving up Nitassinan to
the Canadian government.

Every spring the Innu travel far into the bush to
hunt and fish. During this seasonal migration the knowl-
edge and skills necessary for survival are passed on from
generation to generation. The Innu are the last nomadic
people in North America. Their life is not easy but it is the
basis of their identity as a people and their cultural
survival.

Until forty years ago this migration was cele-
brated. Now each spring is heralded as the beginning of
the "season of terror" by the Innu, for that is when the low-
level flight testing begins by several NATO countries,
including Germany, Britain and the United States, out of

CFB Goose Bay in Labrador.
Over 7,500 low-level flights occurred over Ni-

tassinan last year. How does this affect the Innu, a people
who are used to a tranquil landscape, the sounds of
wildlife and a peaceful environment.

The sudden, unannounced arrival of screaming
fighter planes flying 30 metres above the ground at speeds
of up to 1,000 kilometres an hour is in stark contrast to the
silence and solitude normally present in the country.
According to the Innu, the aircraft fly so tow that the jet's
exhaust makes waves on the surface of the lakes and
rivers, ripples the canvas on tents and makes the trees
sway. They say that the painfully loud noise generated by
the low flying aircraft is extremely traumatic, especially
for the young and the elderly, .

Reports by the Canadian Public Health Associa-
tion in 1987 and the Federal Health Office in Berlin
substantiate the Innu's claim that constant exposure to
low-level flight testing causes psychological and physio-
logical stress. • .

Despite the considerable evidence that these
low-level flights cause hearing loss, anxiety and night-
mares in children as well as disrupt the migratory patterns
of wildlife such as caribou, the Canadian Department of
Defense has bid for a NATO Tactical Fighter and Weap-
ons Training Center, the first in Canada, to be established
in Goose Bay.

The establishment of this NATO base would
increase the number cf annual low-level flights over
Nitassinan to approximately 40,000 and in addition ex-
pose the Innu to sonic booms, combat exercises and
n uclear strike testing as well as the increased likelihood of
laser and aircraft accidents. It will destroy the unique Innu
culture and what remains of their indigenous economy
and turn Nitassinan into a war zone.

' Like the Innu, we consider ourselves to be a
peaceful people. Would Canadians swelling in any major
urban center tolerate low-level flight testing in their city?
Why are the Innu expected to accept that their land be used
as a testing ground for weapons Of destruction?

One of the functions of a museum is tocelebrate
human achievement, another is to provide a sense of
h istory. Museums, such as those which bear testimony to
the Holocaust and the nuclear attack on Hiroshima, re-
mind us not of human achievement but of the capacity for
human destruction.

The new Museum of Civilization, with its arti-
facts of now extinct Native peoples such as the Beothuks
of Newfoundland, must remind us as Canadians of our
own capacity for destruction.

The Innu are not artifacts in the making, their
culture is a tribute to human civilization. Stop low-level
flight testing over Nitassinan and help the Innu survive.

Anna Malles .
Christine McKay

NOTICE
The Reorgarrizational Meeting

of the Board of Education of the
Salmon River Central School
District will be held on Thursday,
July 6, 1989 at 7:30 pm in the
Board Room of the Salmon River
Campus Elementary School, Fort
Covington, New York! The public
is invited to attend. .-

-antastic

HISTORIC AGREEMENTS
REACHEDBETWEEN
FEDERAL GOVERN-

MENT AND FEDERATION
OF SASKATCHEWAN

INDIAN NATIONS
REGINA (June 7,1989)—The Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development (DIAND), Pierre H. Cad-
ieux, and the Chief of The Federation of Saskatchewan
Indian Nations (FSIN), Roland Crowe, announced today
that they had reached three historic agreements in Sas-
katchewan related to treaty issues, to the establishment of
a Treaty Commissioner's Office and to Indian post-
secondary education.

The first and foremost of these accords is a
Memorandum of AgreementandUnderstandingtoestab-
lish a bilateral process on treaties. This process will allow
for the review and the investigation of the issues which
exist between the Federal Crown and the Treaty Indian
Nations of Saskatchewan.

Because of the scope of the work involved,
DIAND and the FSIN have agreed to the establishment of
anOfficeof the Treaty Commissioner, the second of these
historic agreements. The objective of this independent
Office will be to make progress of resolution on the issues
and by making recommendations to the Minister and the
Treaty Indians."

Both groups agree that the critical areas de-
manding immediate attention are land entitlements and
education.

The third agreement is a Letter of Understand-
ing concerning the post-secondary education fo Treaty
Indians in Saskatchewan. The letter outlines the bilateral
process which will allow discussions to take place be-
tween the Government of Canada and the FSIN. This
process will deal with issues of immediate concern, aod
also look into long-term policy improvements.

In a speech to a committee of Saskatchewan
Indian leaders, Minister Cadieux stated: "In regards to
the establishment of the bilateral process to deal with
treaty issues and the establishment of a Treaty
Commissioner's Office, I feel this to be a precedent-
setting event. The FSIN is the first Indian group to enter
into this type of discussion." Cadieux also expressed a
hope that the Saskatchewan efforts are recognized and
spark the realization in other First Nations that the federal
government is open and forthcoming with them.

FSIN Chief Roland Crowe welcomed the
government's initiative, saying this is the first opportu-
nity the Indian people have had to directly discuss treaty
issues on a one-to-one basis. Chief Crowe is optimistic
the negotiations will result in some very positive activity

in areas which have long presented some difficulty to
both Indian people, and the people in surrounding com-
munities.
'••••••/ <••..; ThMShief<is particularly encouraged with 4he
decision to set up an Office of the Treaty Commissioner,
as that has long been a Federation goal. As well, address-
ing the immediate needs pertaining to post-secondary
education are also viewed as a first, but very positive, step
towards solution of the educational needs of Indian
people.
MarysePesant
Minister's Office
DIAND
Keith Howell
Communications Co-ordinator .
FSIN .

*RE-EfcECTED

BRING SOME MEAT TENDER-
IZER TO THE BEACH OR PARK

Ordinary meat tenderizer can do a lot to relieve
the pain caused by stings from insects; such as bees or
wasps, or sea creatures, such as jellyfish or coral, says a
Stanford emergency physician.

"Just mix the tenderizer with water and put the
paste on the painful spot," says Dr. Ricardo Martinez,
clinical director of the Stanfoid University Hospital
Emergency Department "In most cases, you'll get relief
from this practical remedy."

The venom from insects or from the class of sea
creatures that also sting is a protein, which is broken up by
the tenderizer, Martinez explains.

Martinez has some words of caution, however.
Persons who are allergic to insect or similar venom are
susceptible to a potentially life-threatening condition
called anaphylactic shock.

"Most persons are aware, they have this allergy,
and they should take an insect sting kit along for summer
outings." Martinez recommends. The kit should contain
adrenalin and an antihistamine "to buy time until the
victim can get to a physician for emergency treatment," he
says.

by Matthew Fisher(Globe and Mail)
BematdOminayaksayshisre-electionby accla-

mation Wednesday nighl as chief of the Lubicon Indians
proves h* is the sole leader of the northern Alberta Band
in its interminable dispute with Ottawa over a land claim
settlement

Kenneth Colby, a federal spokesman on
Canada's tortuous land claims negotiations with the small
Creeband, said Mr" Ominayak's election means nothing
and the federal government hasmade its final offer to the
band.

The offer, which the band rejected when talks
broke off in January, would give its 512 members 95
square kilometres of land and $45-million to build a
reserve and develop business projects. The band, which
lives in a heavily wooded area 480 kilometres north west
of Edmonton, would also have full subsurface right to 79-
square kilometres of land in the oil-rich Peace River Arch.

The land quantum was decided upon last fall
when Mr. Ominayak met Alberta premier Donald Getty
after police dismantled three roadblocks leading into
areas claimed by the Lubicons. The roadblocks brought
national media attention to the band, which has been
promised a reserve, for 50 years.

Ottawa contends its financial offer to the Lubi-
cons is more than twice as generous as recent accords it
has reached with Yukon Indians and the Dene and Metis
of the Mackenzie Delta.

With talks with the Lubicon leadership in limbo,
the federal government has begun discussions with a
lawyer representing some band members who wrote to
Indian and Northern Affairs Minister Pierre Cadieux and
said they might wish to settle with his department indi-
vidually.

"If there is an opposition we didn't see it to-
night," Mr. Ominayak said Wednesday, moments after
being acclaimed by about 80 of the band's 180 voting
members! "The fact of the matter is the leadership is still
in place and has the support of the people."

Most of those natives who opposed his leader-
ship were not even band members, the chief said.

In a speech to the Lubicon assembly, James
O'Reilly the band's lawyer, likened the federal govern-
ment to a snake and said federal negotiators had "engi-
neered the fight between Ominayak and a few band
members to give them some momentum as they search for
credibility." -
Mr. Colby said in an interview that the federal government
was not encouraging the dissidents, but had responded to
their request to find out what land might be available to
them if they settled with the government independently.

"Theaccusationsarenonsense. It's that simple,"
he said. "The federal government has not, is not and will
not try to cause dissent among the Lubicon people."

"No one has questioned who the chief is. What
wVte asking is *o^»iany«re igoing'totwanrto settle on
their own account ariS not be part of the reserve."

Finding out who actually is opposed to Mr.
Ominayak and his negotiating team is difficult. Mr. Colby
suggested those who are disaffected may number about
150, but the government will not say who they are.

Robert Young, who represents an unknown
number of band members uneasy with Mr. Ominayak's
leadership and the role of Mr. O'Reilly and other white
advisers, will not comment on the situation.

Margaret Whitehead, a band member who sup-
ports Mr. Ominayak, said she knew of no one except non-
band members who opposed Mr. Ominayak's leadership
style or his philosophy.

"We're sure there are people who have opposed
what we've tried to do from the start." Mr. Ominayak
said. "They've fought us tooth and nail...Now the federal
government has picked up on that"

Mr. Ominayak said the federal offer would give
the band new roads and hoses, but insufficient economic
assistant to get them off welfare.

Mr O'Reilly said the federal offer was far from
what the band wanted. "There is no money here," Mr.
O'Reilly said, "The federal government is trying to
whitewash this."

Mr. Colby said the government's offer "will give
the Lubicons acommunity they can be proud of; the equal
of any band in Canada."

In his victory speech in Cree, Mr. Ominayak told
his followers it might take as long as 30 years to reach a
settlement'Tonightyou'vesentamessage to Ottawa-the
Lubicons are not going to go away." he said.
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CLEANERS LTD.

WILL
BrwkdaleMall

Cornwall, Ontario
938-7044
STORAGEFREE

• pay only in the fall
• Shirt Laundering :
• Alterations & Repairs
• Pressing While You Walt
• Suede and Leather Cleaning

• Expert Drapery & Curtain Cleaning

• Also Specializing In Wedding Dresses

CONVENIENT HOURS: Moo. toFri. 6:45 a.m. to 9 p.m.
• Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wanna Tool Around?

• Body Panels 9Auto Paint &
Sandpaper

• Industrial Supplies •Auto Body Supplies
• Sheet Metal • Auto Glass
• Tools & Equipment •Paint Spray Equip.

tfe*

156 Center St.
Massena, N.Y. 13682
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Frogtown Speedway
Despite threats of tain, the crowds were out for a full
schedule of racing action. <

Track conditions were termed excellent and the
evening was jam-packed with excitement.
DUKESTOCKERS
Leort Delormier started at the back of thepack in a fiekLof
10 cars, in his first race back at Frogtown this season.

From the back he bided his time and saved his
energy for an action=packed first place finish in his #32
car. Congratulations, Leon,
Results were:
1st Leon Delormier
2nd Antoine Delormier
3rd Seiglitch

MODIFIEDS
THe 30 lap modified spring championship fea-

tured a field of 14 top racers in top machines. With names,
such a s Ovide Dorion, Billy Cook, Dave, Heaslip, Leon
Gonyo, Sandy Macintosh, Patty and Danny O'Brien,
Mark Hitchcock, Ron Valade on the track anything was
possible. •

Heaslip and Gonyo dominated the lead in the 1st
half of the race, keeping the O'Brian Brothers and Sandy
Macintosh off their tails.

Some quick action retired Gonyo to the back of
the pack and it became a Patty O'Brian, Hitchcock,
Macintosh battle.

Hitchcock lost control and on the restart Patty
O'Brian maintained his position and his brother, Danny,
brust into action following his lead.

From thatpointonthedynamicduo, the brothers
from Kingston, Ontario, held tight to their positions.

In some last minute action Mark Hitchcock burst
ahead of one of the. O'Brian brothers claiming second
place finish.

Patty O'Brian held onto the first place for the
checkered flag, and brother Danny coming in third place.
Results were: "
1st Patty O'Brian
2nd Mark Hitchcock
3rd Danny O'Brian
4th Ron Valade

SEMI-PRO . ' .' • r
In the IS lap semi-pro, J. Lafontaine.Ray Mitch-

ell, Guy Brisson, and Kevin Fetterley started out strong.
Ray Mitchell claimed an early lead and held onto

that lead most of the race, fighting off fierce competition.
Half way through the race Kevin Fetterley of

Massena challenged and grabbed a hold of the first place
position from Mitchell.

A spectacular tumble which rolled the car of
racer, J. Lafontaine, took three or four cars out of the race.

With only six laps to go on the restart, it became
a battle between Kevin Fetterly and Guy Brisson. The
lead went back and forth between Fetterly and Brisson,
with Mitchell close behind

In the final burst, quick maneuvering and some
clever chane-ups gave Fetterly the win he wanted.
Results were:
1st Kevin Fetterly
2nd Ray Mitchell
3rd Guy Brisson

Akwesasne Women's
Softball Schedule

Tuesday June 27th - Richies @ Legion, Vinneys @ Corn-
wall Island, Snye @ St. Regis
Thursday June 29th - Legion @ Vinneys, St. Regis @
Richies, Cornwall Island @ Snye
Thursday July 6th-Vinneys @ SL Regis, Richies @ Snye,
Legion @ Cornwall Island
Tuesday July 11th - Snye @ Vinneys, Richies @ Corn-
wall Island, St. Regis @ Legion
Thursday July 13th - Vinneys @ Richies, Cornwall Island
@ S L Regis, Legion @ Snye •
Games begin at 6 pm.

Several games need to be re-scheduled as soon as poss-
ible. Please make arrangements with the captains of the
team, so a make-up game can be schedule.

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING
CAMP OPENS JULY 5

A summer camp designed to teach young ath-
letes the principles of competitive swimming opens at
Potsdam College July 5. Daily lessons by Potsdam
College swimming coach Ken McLaughlin and his staff
will be given from July S through July 28, with resident
programs beginning July 30 and ending August 11.

The camp will focus on aU levels of competitive
swimming, from beginner to advanced. Experienced
swimming instructors and counselors will work with
small groups of campers to make their activities worm-
while, fun and safe. •

Nine-year coaching veteran Ken McLaughlin
recently completed his fourth season as coach of the
Potsdam College swim team. McLaughlin was an Ail-
American swimmer in high school and college and repre-
sented the United States at the 1982 Latin Cup Swim
meet His assistants at the summer camp will be local
high school coaches and swimming teachers.

To receive a brochure and registration form,
phone 315-267-2306 or 267-2311. Or write: Potsdam
College Swim Camp, Maxcy Hall, Potsdam College,
Potsdam, NY 13676-2294.
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