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ONONDAGAS FIGHTING
MUSEUMS FOR RETURN

OF ARTIFACTS.
SYRACUSE, N.Y.(AP) As the "fire-

keepers" of the Iroquois Confederacy} Onondaga Nation
chiefs say they have a duty to battle the Smithsonian In-
stitution and New York City's Museum of the American
Indian in hopes of recovering sacred artifacts.

Officials of the New York museum have de-
cided, after 10 years of deliberations, to transfer a one-
million-piece collection of Indian treasures to Whashing-
tion, D.C., where a new $150 million American Indian
Museum will be built under the auspices of the Smith-
sonian.

But chiefs of the Haudenosaunee, or the Six
Iroquois Nations, are insisting that before the transfer
takes place all sacred items should be returned to their
rightful owners.

They contend that the religious items, which
make up a tiny percentage of the museum's total collec-
tion, are being desecrated by being held and displayed by
persons outside of the Six Nations.

Some items, such as medicine masks, should be
viewed only during special ceremonies and "they should
face the wall, not be put under glass," said Irving Powless
Jr., an Onondaga Chief.

Chief Oren Lyons said objects such as buckskin
leggings, Kachina dolls, moccasins, pottery, baskets and
cradle boards are acceptable museum pieces, but the tribe
has put a claim on such items as wampum belts and
medicine masks.

"They have work to do at home," Lyons said of
the sacred items.

Lyons is uncertain how the museum originally
acquired each of the items, but said "they could have been
sold, stolen, or hocked."

Leaders of the Six Nations have written the Mu-
seum of the American Indian and the Heye Foundation,
which runs the New York museum, requesting the return
of the artifacts.

Julie J. Kidd, chairwoman of the Heye Founda-
tion board, said the board is carefully considering the
Iroquois requests. The board hopes to make a decision by
September after conducting further research on 380 medi-
cine masks, she said. ,/ • .

"There are those Indians who feel the masks are
sacred and those who don't" said Kidd. "There are some
who feel the materials do not fall under the jurisdiction of
the Onondagas. And there are also some who believe (the
artifacts) are the property of individuals who have the
right to sell them."

The Iroquois also are requesting items from the
Smithsonian.

Leslie Logan, a Smithsonian spokeswoman, said
the museum received 20 requests for cultural items and
skeletal remains as aresult of information provided to 225
Indian tribes in 1985. So far, the Smithsonian has returned
four of the items, she said.

Lyons, a history professor at the State University
of New York at Buffalo, claimed the problems that Bribes
are having with the museums are because of the attitudes
toward American Indains shared by museum directors,
archeologists and anthropologists.
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RESOUROf

TOMORROW
As North American Indians we represent about .01
the population in North America, yet we,
rest of die population in the United States and Canada,
consume about 35% of the world's resources. One of me
problems at this rate of consumption causes the concern
of getting rid of all the garbage that goes along with it

Many of the products we buy as North Americans, are
disposable and overpackaged.

Here in Ak'wesasne, we collectively produce a huge
amount of garbage, each Mohawk person throws away
about a half ton of materials every yean overall in North
America, roughly 138 million tons of garbage is thrown
away. ,

A growing number of Mohawks are becoming
concerned about this, problem, and are wondering what can
bejlone about it Perhaps the best strategy to adopt is the
three "r" concept: reduce, reuse, and recycle.

As individuals we can reduce the amount of garbage we
accumulate by watching closely what We bring into our
home.

When we go to local supermarkets and other stores,
we should consider the size of the packaging and compare
it to the product. Don't buy products that are
overpackaged. We should write to heads of companies and
complain about the packaging; writing letters of
complaints to companies usually is very effective for
changes you want to make in their policies.

Today, many supermarkets offer sales of bulk
products, and also you can buy nails and screws in bulk
instead of the packaged ; kind.

Advertisers for disposable items are constantly
encouraging ius to buy disposable diapers, pens, razors,
and even cameras. Unfortunately, the advertisers don't tell
us the hidden cost of pollution and wasted resources. For
just about every disposable item there is a re-usable
alternative. The choice is ours.

Plastic products are usually made from oil, a non
-renewable resource. Oil based products involve
considerable pollution. Re-use it whenever you can and
start demanding plastic recycling programs for our
comunity. Ask stores for paper bags or re-use plastic
ones. In the average home, about one third of the garbage
is organic material that is easily composted. Compost
bins can be bought at many hardware stores, but area also
easy to build yourself. They produce an odorless,
peatmoss-like material which is ideal, for fertilizing
gardens and lawns. You can start one today!!

Many cities and towns across North America already
have recycling programs. Products are recycled such as
glass, metal and paper material which would have
normally ended up in the garbage. Paper products for
instance, are a large part of household and business waste.
It takes about 50% less Energy to make paper from
recycled paper than it does from trees. Let's think about
that next time we throw away paper products.

Article submitted by the Akwesasne Environmental
Education Program.
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member Dickie Laughing proudly displays a fainting by Eric Laughing donated to the
Deportment's annual fundraiser held June 21 at the Mohawk Bingo Palace.

Benefit Bingo Held for
HVFD

-T0?.Hogansburg Volunteer Fire Department held its
annual fundraising bingo at the Mohawk Bingo Palace,
J u n e 2 1-

O v e r *® P ^ f e w years, this special bingo at the
Pf13^ has become a major social event for the crews of
MfeHWD, id addition to being a prime income source
f o r equipment and supplies.

T h e ftt&Iifin work side by side with the employees
o f *? Palace to insure the customers are given not only

service but an opportunity to learn about the

A large number Of community organizations and

individuals donated items such as splint baskets and
works of art to be raffled as part of the evening's events.

According to Fire Chief Frank Lacerenza the Palace
bingo is part of a series of fundraisers aimed at keeping
the Deaprtment in first rate shape. He said support
came from such activitites as the 10 week club, the
spaghetti dinners and the popular bullhead feed.

The various drives also serve as a meajns of getting
the various HVFD crews together to meet the
community they have served well for so many years.

No information was available at press time as to the
amount raised at the June 21 bingo.

A bullet fired from a rifle narrowly missed striking
Michael Garrow. The bullet detached the mirror and
plowed through the roof of the truck's cab.

Akwesasne Man Shot At

Oil painting by Sue Ellen Herne entitled "Dividing
Lines" now on display until July 3 at the Akwesasne
Museum.

AKWESASNE MUSEUM
ART SHOW

An Akwesasne man came within inches of losing
his life June 19 when he was shot at by men believed
to be engaged in smuggling across the St. Lawrence
River.

According to New York State Police , Michael
Garrow, 22, of Mcgee Road heard rifles being fired
on riverfront property owned by his father, Cecil
Garrow.

Michael Garrow said that when he drove to the
river to investigate the source of the shooting he saw
six native men on shore, all armed with rifles and
drinking beer.

Garrow said he told the men they were on private
property and to leave his father's land. The men
argued with Garrow but did not leave.

Without warning, one of the men struck Garrow on
the right side of his face, breaking his jaw and
causing other injuries.

Garrow said he hit the ground but despite the
intense pain, managed to get up and reach his truck.

As he tried to drive away Garrow said one. of the
men raised a .30-30 calibre rifle to his shoulder before
firing a single round at Garrow's Toyota truck.

The bullet missed striking Garrow by mere inches.
The bullet penetrated the truck over the drivers door,
went through the cab, glanced off the mirror and
exited through the roof.

When asked why he believed the men to be
smuggling Garrow said, "I'm not assuming anything,
they could of just been drinking. I don't know what
they were doing down there.but you just don't shoot
people for nothing."

The New York State Police were called in the
investigate what they are referring to as a possible
"attempted muder" incident Garrow was taken to the
hospital where he was .admitted for two days to allow
the doctors to wire his fractured jaw.

The assailant who struck Garrow is described by
sources as being an Indian male, between 5'9" and
5'10" in height and weighing between 250 and 300
pounds. The man firing the shot at Garrow is said to
be an inch shorter than the first man and weighing
bewteen 250 and 275 peund&i

The two suspects were reported to have left the
scene in a 14 foot aluminum boat, crossing the river
to Cornwall Island. 7

A rusty colored, brownish, van was reported at
the scene as. was a light blue car, possibly a 6M
model.'

The troopers have been investigating the shooting
along with the Akwesasne Mohawk Police. Persons
with any information about this incident should
contact the Mohawk; Police at 0f4
troopers at 769-7072.

The Akwesasne Museum sponsored an Art
Show featuring Akwesasne Artists in a variety of media.

The show which Opened at the St Regis Recrea-
tion Hall of Friday June 16th & 17th, will be moved to the
Akwesasne Museum for the remainder of the show until
June 30th.

The show featured 26 artists all from
Akwesasne.
JohnFadden EvaFadden
David Fadden Marita Thompson
Danny ThompsonBarbara Buckshot
JimSnyder Brad Bonaparte
Harold Thomas John Thomas
Alex Jacobs Vaughn Phillips
Sue Ellen Herne Connie Phillips
Steve Benedict Joanie Sharrow

Mike Jock
Leroy David
Pam Brown
Jamie Cole
Jason David

Mark Light
Roger Perkins
Gail General
Salli Benedict

The show was presented to promote our artists and to
display the work of the up and coming Akwesasne talent
The show continues at the Akwesasne Museum. Hours

are Monday to Friday 9 am.-4:30 pm.

The Museum wishes to thank the generous donations of
Bill Sears, Peter Burns, Paul Thompson, Roger & Cyndi
Tarbell, Roger Binette, Jerry Laughing, Lesley Cole, and
Mae Bigtree, Teena Thompson, Judy Swamp, and the St
Regis Recreation Committee, & Cece Jacobs.

CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS
j ^ LEADERS MEET WITH EPA

gtaXC,(5/23/89)—Indian leadersareoptimis-
tic about die fatjuie of federal environmental protection
following a May 23 meeting with tip EPA officials in
WashiQgton, IXC A dozen representatives of Indian
nations an^ thelfatipnal congress of American Indians
(^A^^^p^^^m^ia

fl» K. ReiUy, Deputy Ad-
K Habicht and the heads of the
> hazardous waste, pesticides and

\

"We hoped to-hear a re-affirmation of the 1984
EPA Indian Policy Statement'* said Mohawk Tribal
Chief Harold Tarbell, "and to have some assurance that its
promise would be fulfilled. Both Mr. Reilly and Mr.
Habicht gave us every indication that theirs is not a
rhetorical commitment," The EPA policy recognizes the
sovereignty of Indian governments, their jurisdictional
and regulatory primacy based in treaty and federal Indian
law and the feteral-tribA government-to-govenunent
relationship, indepn^lidNHsie involvement

Continued on pg.2.


