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STUDYING DOGS AT
AKWESASNE

by Diana Andersen
Submitted by the Akwesasne Environmental Education

Project
Almost two years ago, during the summer of 1987,

Hoover and Emily Tarbell went door to door on
.... Point and nearby sites to talk to people about

-s. (Ms. Hoover is a student of the NYS College of
jtermary Medicine Environmental Education Project)

discovered some disturbing facts. The average
fspan of dogs on Racquette Point is about five years,

the majority of dogs that have died there were, not hit
cars, or killed by recognizable illnesses. They just

itjopped eating one day, then died."
A few months after this initial survey, Mary Hoover's

Lcrvisor, Dr. Fred Quimby, came and took blood
jnples form six dogs at Racquette Point Why was Dr..
limby interested in these dogs? What has he found out?
id what further wdrk needs to be done?

To begin with, the dog immune system is very
sijnilar to the human immune system. This means that
th ty both respond in the same way to biological (eg.
pi eumonia) and chemical (eg. PCBs) assaults. Dr.
Q jimby urged the US government twenty years ago to
u;e dogs for immune system studies because of this
si nilarity. Since then, research using dogs has shown hat
lupus (a skin disease) and rheumatoid arthritis are affected
by environmental factors, not just heredity.

Supported by these past research successes, Drl
Quimby felt that dogs would be very useful in studying
tfe effects of the toxic chemicals at Racquette Point
\ ost of these toxins (PCBs, Dioxin, Dibenzofurans,
V crcury) are known to affect the immune system, and any

langc found in the dog's immune system should be
redly relevant to people.

Other factors also make dogs invaluable in toxics
rtsearch. They are our "best friends," living alongside of
u;, and are exposed to the same air, water, soil, and food
tliat we encounter. However, they don't drink, have

>b-related illnesses, or smoke, which are all things that
make looking at the effects of toxic chemicals on people.
more difficult (see INDIAN TIME, The Limits of Science
by S. Levin).
Lastly, we can do research on dogs in a controlled
laboratory setting, which we can't do with people..

What has Dr. Quimby found out from the blood
simples he took from six dogs on Racquette Point in the
summer of 1987? He tested the lymphocytes in the
qlood, which are the basic cells of the immune system.

here were nine tests used to do this, and since 1987, nine
..lore have been developed. All of the tested dogs do have
ipmune systems healthy enough to fight off disease, yet
nost have some abnormalities.

Abnormalities can be detected in a dog or human
ijmmune system without signs of observable symptoms.
.. present, there is not enough information .to related a
;ubtle abnormality in the blood of a dog to its chances of
levcloping some kind of illness in the future. However,
n past research. Dr. Quimby has been able to relate major
hrormaliiios ir> rhe immune system to the inability

.̂ ecn, along with the stories that dogs are dying too young
pf unknown causes, make it clear that Dr. Quimby should
Icontinuc his research. •

It has not taken Dr. Quimby almost two years just to
tesi the blood samples from six dogs. He also had to
attend to the logistical details of his experiment, a
time-consuming but necessary aspect of research. He
realized this after collecting the first few samples. Dr.
Quimhy would try to get them a s early as possible in the
morning, then immediately drive the four and half hours
to Cornell University and start the tests. It was tiring,
but possible to do for a few samples. However, for the
40-100 samples that he would like to take this summer, it
would be impossible. Continued on pg. i

M0HA>VK COUNCIL
OF AKWESASNE'S
ELDERfS DAY JULY 8

To Akwesasnorons:
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, has dedicated

the day of July 8,1989, iis a day of acknowledgement for
our elders of Akwesasne We have set this date aside as a
time for Mohawks of our community to acknowledge and
accomplishments and contributions of our elders in the
following categories: i

Category 1 - Community Involvement
such as Civic Duty, Volunteerism
Category 2 - Education
Category 3 - Sports/Recreation
Category 4 - Hist<j*ry & Culture
Category 5 - Preservation of Crafts
Category 6 - Langjuage
Category 7 - Ironwork
Category 8 - Agriculture
Many of our citizens over the past SO years have

achieved prominence in these areas and as such have made
Akwesasne a better place to live. Seldom, if ever, has any
type of acknowledgement been given by our community
and we, therefore, feel the time is right to give some sort
of recognition. !

A dinner and <i wards presentation has been
tentatively scheduled to take place at Cedar View Golf
Course on July 8, 1989. We would like to have the
appreciation dinner before the Unity Day parade as the
theme this year is "Recoj jnition of Our Elders".

We will be asking organizations and businesses
within our community) to contribute toward plaques,
scrolls, trophies and other awards.

Attached you wi
when submitting your

1 find an outline to be followed
nomination. If you have any

questions, please contacjt Bill Sunday, Dave Benedict or
Angie Barnes at the Indi in Government Offices or at their
residence.

Nominations are now being accepted for
Recognition of Our Eldejrs, 1989.

Please submit your nomination along with the
following: j

1. Name and agejof person (people 60 years of age
and over will be considered. 2. Short history of family.
3. Explanation of why you feel he/she should receive
award: a) Category submitting your nominee, b) Act/acts
which qualify nomination, c) Why person is outstanding
either through feats of bravery or long-term commitment
to the welfare of our co|mmunity. 4. Type or write all of
the above and mail to the above address or drop it off at
the Indian Government [Office, Admin II Building in the
village of St. Regis. ' .

The deadline for nominations is June 30, 1989, at
4:00 p.m. Help to make this a memorable year for our
elders by selecting your choice and submitting his/her
name.

Nominations ma^ be dropped off at the M.C.A.
offices, Administration Building Number 1 in Kanatakori.

Ca|l 575-2251 for more information.

Annie Deer Celebrates Birthday
Annie Deer, Akwesasne Elder, celebrates her 66th birthday
at the Akwesasne Home of the Aged. Annie was born in
1923, and will celebrate! her birthday on June 18th.
We send birthday greetings from all of us at Akwesasne and
hope you have many more!

M O N T A G N A I S R E S E I R V E INVADED
The Montaignais Reserve in northern Quebec was

invaded by Canadian police June 13 as part of an effort to
investigate allegations of fraud on that community.

According to Montaignais spokesman Ricardo Ross,
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police sent a force of 40
officers to the reserve during the pre-dawn hours.

The Mounties struck both the Montaignais band offices
as well as the building housing their local radio station.
Documents and computers were taken from the band
council. .- . '• • :••

Ross said the band council there had agreed to
participate in the R.C.M.P. investigation, which would
have precluded the strike, but the police decided to take a
more drastic action.

In response to the invasion 50 members of the band
blocked a highway leading into the community. The
Quebec provincial police, Suerete Quebec, was called in
the lift the blockade, i [

The Indians were giyen five minutes to disperse, the
police warned, or tear gas would be usedagainst them.

Ross said gas was used while the montaignais were
discussing the police ultimatum. As a/result, they were
forced away from the rioad. A fron
move heavy objects on road con
was called in the push the cars used in
highway. j

No information was available as
charges against the Montaignais.

id loader, used to
In projects,
le blockade off the

i possible criminal

SALMON RIVER CLASS OF 1989 GRADUATE*
Congratulations from the Akwesasne Community to the SfllTOOIl RlVCF j
following Salmon River Central School and Massena
Central H.gh School graduating seniors! .

S
Awards tQ NatlVC

From Salmon:
Craig Arquette
Wilbur Barnes
Michael Benedict
Thomas Chubb
Faron Cole
Amos Conners
Derek Cook
Amy Farrell
Denise Francis
Alex "Big Boy" Garrow
Chen Gorrow
Anthony Gray
Louie Jackson
Kyle Jacobs
Dawn King
Loralee Lafrance
Tricia Lauzon
Lucille Lazore
Tina Mitchell
MaryannOakes
Kateri Pyke
Roseanne Ransom
William Henry-Reidy

Robert Rourke
Smitty Skye
Gwendolyn Smith
Alex Smoke
Alison Swamp
Claudine Tarbell
Bessie Thomas
Regina Thompson

From Massena:

Myra Benedict
Amy Billings
Trevor Henderson
Robert J.King
Adam E. Lazore
Kellie Ransom
Joseph Solar
Stacey T. Terrance
Sherril Thomas
Tina Thompson

Good luck from your community!

The Salmon River Central School presented its annual
student awards June 14 at a special school assembly there.

Mohawk students gathered ' ' " • « • - - • •-
as the Class of 1989 begins
and graduation. !

Among those givenj special̂
Loralee Lafrance, for

of over 90% for seven' set
Regents Scholarship winneri

Craig Lafrance land William Henry-Reidy were
bndance. Arquette was also
' Service Award for serving as

sir share of citations again
pparations for final exams

dtion were:
lining an academic average

ers. Ms. Lafrance was also a

recognized for perfect a
presented with a Comjnu
a life guard. j

In addition, Mr. Reidy
Creative art student .1

Wilbur Barnes was givi
citation. I

For most imp
Roseanne Ransom was

Michael Benedict jv
for the athlete who
spirit respect and

The US. Marine
Award was given to

given an award for die Most

the Most Talented art student

in the Mohawk language,
as an outstanding:
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Pro-economic development demonstrators march along
Route 37 June 11 carrying a large American flag. They
challenged the state police presence at Akwesasne and
viewed the confiscation of slot machines June 6 as a
breach of Mohawk sovereignty. Many of the marchers
were also upset at the force used by some to enter the
T.V.I, hall five days before to smash the slots.

PROTEST RALLIES DRAW HUNDREDS
Two Route 37 marches over the June 10-1 lth

weekend attracted hundreds of Akwesasne residents as the
community took to the streets to demonstrate their feelings
about the controversial gambling issue here.
< The June 1,0th march was held beneath threatening
gray skies but the estimated 175 walkers proceeded from the
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council building to Tekahswenka-
rorens before turning around and heading for the twin bridges
on the Racquette River.

The walkers carried signs which indicated their
opposition to unregulated gambling at Akwesasne. The
march was quiet and orderly although there was a heavy
New York State Police presence.

The troopers were there to prevent any obstruction of
traffic or attempts to interfere with the demonstration by
gambling supporters.

While the marchers were monitored by small clusters of
people at three gambling businesses there were few vocal
challenges to the rally. The day's walk concluded with a
lunch served in the Community Building.

The pro-gambling faction at Akwesasne decided 'o hold
its own demonstration the next day. Beneath sparkling
blue skies a crowd estimated to be at least 100 in r,uro>vr
drove cars and walked, from Tekah'.w<:.>k*r<--f;r,.-, to
Racquette.

The people there carried signs supporting gam him J as a
form of economic development and as a v, ay of a\ >drij:
the welfare system.

St Regis Mohawk Tribal Chief David Jacobs fibred
prominently in the June 11 demonstration, as did furn-K.-r
gambling hall owner Eli Tarbell.

The demonstrators were also concerned abom <h':
presence of the state police on lands they consulted
"sovereign" although the marchers were lerl by a I ^e
American flag.

There were no challenges to the June 1! event hut
their opponents did erect signs along the parade ionic
indicating their displeasure with gambling.
Neither group gave any indication as to future

' •' " . " ; / • . : ' ' " I - ' '•".•".

MCA Tackles Border,
Police Issues

Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Grand Chief Mike
Mitchell held a press conference June 9 in Kanatakon to
inform the community about two of the more serious
issues confronting Akwesasne and what the M.C.A. is
doing about it.

Grand Chief Mitchell confirmed the Council was well
on its way towards obtaining an agreement with various
Canadian governments which would allow Akwesasne
Mohawks to bring their personal goods across the border
tax free.

Chief Mitchell said the Council had obtained funding
from the Quebec government to hire five new officers to
work as members of an expanded Akwesasne Mohawk
Police.

Mitchell denied he was "holding the Canadian Customs
hostage" by refusing to permit the Customs to begin
renovating its existing complex on Kawenohkowanone.

He did confirm, however, he would use whatever
political leverage he to secure the remission order. The
order would make Akwesasne Mohawks residing on
Kawenohkowanone exempt from import duty taxes on
their personal goods.

The refusal by the Canadian government to
acknowledge what the Mohawks claim as an aboriginal
right sanctioned by the Jay Treaty, signed in 1794
between England and the United States. This issue has
long been a controversial one at Akwesasne involving
arrests, court cases and numerous bridge blockades by the
Mohawk people.

The need for a stronger police, force at Akwesasne was
obvious, Mitchell conceded. He said the Canadian
government was losing as much as $50,000,000 in lost
taxes because of widespread cigarette smuggling, much of
which goes through the reservation here. '

Recent events such as the confrontations with the
so-called Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force and the
gambling crisis had emphasized the need for a larger law
enforcement agency, Mitchell noted.

Funding for the Akwesasne Mohawk Police comes
from the Canadian federal government and Ontario but
Quebec Jhfls.^jaiit nothing", Mitchell said, even as that

be losing millions in lost revenue

will pick up the costs
maQ a<j^ti9n, which would bring the

tev^ >

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribe has received
preliminary approval of a $75,000 grant from the Urban
Development Corporation towards c<>nipieuii>: a
community economic development plan. The overall goal
of the project is to prepare economic strategics which will
lay the foundation for long term development that
promotes the unique environment and cultural aunbuus ol
Akwesasne. The project is expected to be completed
within eighteen months.

The project will focus upon three main alternatives
for economic development (1) industrial development, (!)
tourism, and (3) use of land and water resources for food
production or forestry. The analysis and assessment will
include consideration of industrial sites, environmental
resources, potentials for tourism, labor markets.
infrastructure, and community attitudes toward growth,

This will be the first community economic
development plan produced by the Tribe. It is intended to
bridge the gap between what in the past has been the
uncoordinated planning of community usage and economic
development Thus, this plan will be an important step to
integrate economic development strategies within the local
context of Akwesasne. Towards this end it will include
extensive community participation and emphasize locally
owned and operated businesses.

The project includes acquisition of a geographic
information system computer software package called
ARC/INFO. This is the first step towards creating a
modem system for mapping community attributes. This
will provide a foundation of up-to-date information for
both public and private planners.

A primary objective of this project will be the
creation of new jobs. The training and employment of
thirteen people with this grant will be the first result.
Subsequently, the project will prpvide documentation and
proof needed to obtain grants for revolving business loan
funds and other financing alternatives not available at this
time.

The Tribe was required to provide a contribution
towards the project in order to obtain funding which
included: two qualified, local planners; computer time;
mapping facilities; travel expenses for staff; and other
office expenses. In addition, this project will also include
cooperation and technical assistance from St. Lawrence
University and Pittsburgh State University.


