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wasEric Sunday shows the results of the beating he says
the result of a fight wijh two employees of a local ganiing
hall. Sunday maintained he was struck by baseball hats
wielded by T.V.I, employees Mike Laughing and Frank
Roundpoint.

Anthony "Tony" Laughing,41, was arrested by the New
York Stale Police on a misdemeanor charge of promoting
gambling on June 6. he is to appear in Town of Bon bay
court on June 30. ! • ' • ' .

Slots Removed by Troopers Akwesasnd
I iic Nov. York Slate Police invaded Akwcsasne June 6

to remove IlW slot machines in response to requests by
native leaders 10 a possible violent confrontation between
aim and pro gambling forces here. .' ' • ' ; •

The niasshc police action was supported by dozens of .
iroojvrs assisted l>y helicopter and airplanes. .

The situation had been simmering for some,time at
Akwcsasne as at least seven slot machine businesses had
sprung up recently with more said to be planned.

Despite the refusal of any Mohawk government.to
endorse or license the slot machine halls the owners
brought in the gambling devices by the truckload.

Tensions at Akwcsasne rose quickly when the gaming
hall owners retained a force of men to keep the troopers
out of Akwcsasne. This band has referred to itself as the
Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force but has been
populary known as the "warrior society" or
simply"goons".

A June 2 incident in Kanatakon village seemed to add to
the misunderstandings and distrust between competing

see Slots page 2
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Mohawk police officer Pete Fraqcis is shown confronting
angry teenagers when he confiscated a semi-automatic rifle
from a Kanatakon village youth on June 2. •

Assault Weapon Taken from
Teenager

Alerted by the rapid bursts of gunfire from the public
loading ramp in Kanatakon, Akwesasne Mohawk police
officer Pete Francis was forced to confiscate a
semi-automatic assault weapon from a teenager said to be
"target practicing" in the village. ,.

The evening of June 2 had been preceded by a weeks'
long tension between the Mohawk police and members of
the so-called Mohawk Sovereignty Security Force.

see Assault page 2

A group of about 150
so-called Mohawk
Kanatakon village June
Force was preparing to
Mohawk Police.

The anticipated
incident in Kanatakon|
Peter Francis confisc
teenager said to have

Francis was
Mini 14 assault
investigated reports
village.

While at a meeting
night Francis and
informed by their
telephone had been
would be invaded if
Security Force.

A spontaneous
occurred at the 10:15 p)
the caller.

Four members of
Art "Sugar" Montour
Back, arrived at the pi
the return of the
confronted by the
details about the Fo
mandate to patrol the

The crowd was;
members of the Force1

Mohawk Police.
The Force member

for their actions but
crowd. The
protect and defend
by outside police agen|

The Force members
but a search of their
uncovered a modifiejd
magazine.

The vehicle was
According to a
maintains several
charge denied by thosej

In addition, a tel
network was assault
security guard at one
Route 37. No charges]

Thomas Square
Mohawk Police on an
Valleyfield, Quebec

^kwesasne residents confronted the
iovercignty Security Force in
2 in response to alleged threats the
storm the offices of the Akwesasne

riffle
; crowd

alsb

report

was said to be the result of an
earlier that evening when officer
ted a semi-automatic rifle from a

in the company of the Force,
by the teenager when the Ruger

was taken after he had
a rifle being discharged in the

it the Akwesasne longhouse Friday
Ciief of Police Ernest King were

headquarters dispatcher a threatening
ceived stating the police station

the rifle was not surrendered to the

demonstration of support for the officers
m. deadline set for the surrender by

the Security Force; Charles Smoke,
(jr. , Thomas A. Square and Joseph
ice station but made no request for

Instead, the four men were
I, many of who demanded to know

fee's organization, leadership and
iieservation.

angered by the decision by some
to interfere in the activities of the

attempted to explain their reasons
were often shouted down by the

Force members maintained they were there to
Akjvesasne territory against any attempt

ies to invade the community,
denied they were personally armed

wheel drive vehicle by the crowd
shotgun with five shells in the

fdur

impounded but released the next day.
carried by CKON, the Force

itenjis were stolen from their vehicle, a
in attendance at the incident

l̂ vision cameraman from the CTV
d by an individual said to be a
of the gambling establishments on

;s| were filed.
arrested at the scene by the

related charge and taken to jail in
where he was iateir Pleased. '

was
unr

JUNE 9,1989 VOLUME 7, NUMBER 15 PRICE $.50

Head Start 1988-89 Staff
The St. Regis Mohawk Head Start has completed its

1 lth year of operations here at Akwesasne. This past year
52 students ranging in age from 3 to 4 years of age were
taught numbers, alphabets, motor skills, nutrition and
group co-operation skills. Daily hygiene and safety at the
home as well as in school were part of the curriculum.
An important part of the Head Start is the teaching of the
Mohawk language and culture.
jThe staff at the Head Start are, front row, left to right:
iostcr-grandparent (now retired) Mae Betters,

foster-grandparent Louise Herne, classroom three teacher
Helen Edwards.
Middle row: foster-grandparent Mac Tarbell, director
Melanie Jacobs-Connors, foster-grandparent Dorothy
Jacobs.
Back row: teacher's assistant and bus' driver Elaine
King-Thompson, Genevieve Tarbell, nutrition aide Carol
Ann Thompson, teacher classroom one Yvonne Chubb
and teacher classroom two and bus driver Iris Hcmc.

Missing are: secretary Linda Tcrrance, teacher's
assistant and bus driver Ruthic Seymour and foster-
grandparents Sally Swamp and Grace Day
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CAMPUS SCHOOL,
MOHAWK SCHOOL EX-

CHANGE STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS.

Thanks to cooperation between two St. Lawrence
County first-grade teachers, children from the villages of
Potsdam, Norwood, Hogansburg and elsewhere have made
friendships which cross cultural as well as geographical
boundaries. •

Barbara Morrow, a veteran first-grade teacher at
Hogansburg's St. Regis Mohawk School, met Potsdam Col-
lege Campus Learning Center first-grade teacher Bryan
Thompson at a conference last fall. After speaking with
Thompson about his experiences and visiting his classroom,
Morrow suggested a "swap" in which both they and their
students would visit one another during the spring.

So, on May 11 and 18, Thompson and half of his
first-grade class went up the road to Hogansburg for a day.
They passed Morrow and half of her first-graders, who were
on their way to Potsdam.

While visiting each other's schools, the students
went through the normal daily routine of their counterparts.
They read stories, did math problems, wrote poems and
Mother's Day cards, and played name games to get to know
one another better,

"The children were rather shy early the first day."
said Thompson. "But they warmed up quickly, bylunchtime
they had made new friends, and at the end of the day they were
collecting addresses."

"During the second visit it was like old friends
meeting again," said Thompson, who explained that none of
his students had any real knowledge of their Mohawk neigh-
bors before they visited the St. Regis School. About 90
percent of the students at St. Regis are of Mohawk ancestry,
he said.

When the Potsdam CLC students arrived the first
day, they found their new classmates wearing clan totems
representing their family heritage. The visitors thus began
learning about Mohawk culture almost immediately, as thejr
curiosity about the clan totems prompted them to ask ques-
tions. :

"Kids at this age learn mostly through first-hand
experience." Thompson said. "This program gives them
that."

. Thompson,aresidentof Old Dekalb, has taught first
grade at the Potsdam College Learning Center for the past
six years. Morrow lives in Massena and is an 18 year
teaching veteran.

While teaching at another school before coming to
Potsdam, Thompson helped organize a three-day exchange
program with a school in Toronto. He said programs like
these "open children's eyes to different lifestyles, and help
them become more aware of society's diversity."

Thompson hopes to participate in other exchange
programsinthefuture.'Tdlovetodothisagain/'hesaid. "It
was a great experience, and the kids learned a lot from it."

Sovereignty Day Planned
A large crowd of Akwesasne residents met at ihc St.

Regis Mohawk Tribal Council June 7 lo make plans for a
day they referred to as "Sovereignly Day."

The group has decided to stop all non-Indian traffic from
entering Akwesasne on Rout&?7. The western section of
the reservation will then be converted into a picnic,
recreational and community gathering area for ihc entire
community.

Organizers said at the Tribal Council session they
would inform the New York State Police as to ihcir plans.
The troopers will be asked to redirect traffic around ihc
enclosed area.
Tentative plans indicate the group will seal off Route 37

from Tekaswenkarorens (Hogansburg) to the twin bridges
at Racquette Point.
Local traffic will be permitted entrance as well as police
and emergency vehicles.

The press release issued by the group stated:
In order to reaffirm Mohawk rights and traditions the

Akwesasne community has decided to declare June 10
"Sovereignty Day."

This time of community strength and unity will have
our people gather together to close off a part of
Akwesasne so we might join with our families, free from
outside influences, and restore peace here.

We are concerned about the contamination of our
lands, the exploitation of our rights, the undue influences
of non-native "investors", the illegal gambling and
widespread smuggling.

On June 6 our people exercised their rights which
initialed actions resulting in the removal of slot machines
from Akwesasne. The serious problems noted above
remain, however.

We are telling the world we are not a people given to
violence. We are not arsonists. We are not criminals.
We are parents, relatives, cousins, friends. We are a
people deeply concerned about our community, our home.
We need to come together to reaffirm all which is good
about Akwesasne.

On June 10 we will celebrate together by taking back
Akwesasne. We ask all non-natives to stay away from
our community for the day. Understand why we feel we
must take Akwesasne away from the criminal elements
and return it to the people.

For more information as to the redirecting of traffic call
the Massena barracks of the New York State Police at
315-769-9224.

White Defeats Bonaparte
Educator Lincoln White made his return to Akwesasne

triumphant when he returned from a long and
distinguished career in Washington, D.C. to defeat
Rosemary Bonaparte in the tribal elections held June 3.

By a 607 to 549 vote margin White had his moderate
campaign confirmed by St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
electors. A total of. 1,278 ballots were cast with 122
deemed spoiled for various reasons.

see White page 2
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