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May 16, 1989.

President George Bush
White House

16(0 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

De ir Mr. President:

11 accordance with the provisions of the Treaty of
Ca landaigua signed on November 11,1794, between the
Ha jdenosaunee Confederacy and the United States, the
M(
cx<

hawk Nation is hereby requesting your government to
rcisc article 7 of this agreement.

F or over three years our Mohawk community of
Ak wesasne has been plagued by professional gamblers.
So ne arc Mohawk, many are not. They follow no rules,
ad lcrc to no laws, are answerable to no government They
arc centers for criminal activity and cause much despair
arrjong our people.

' "he gambling halls were not constructed with Mohawk
re: ources but derived their money from American citizens.
TT e equipment they use comes from cities in the United
St lies. The overwhelming majority of the game players
arc Americans.

i )ur request to you is for your government to act
in mediately and fulfill the promises made by President
W ashington. We are asking your government to remove

s gambling menace from our community. A failure to
so would cause great suffering here as the American

th
dc
ga mbiers take control over our people.
•Our Council awaits your response.
? lohawk Nation Council of Chiefs

[ohawk Council of Akwesasne
Having Trouble Getting Medical Benefits?

Mdny community members have reported that they have not
bec n able to receive medical benefits from the physicians in
Co nwall and surrounding areas. The majority of these
con plaints are made when members try to have their pre^
scr ptions fil led by the Pharmacies. The reason that you may
ha> e had difficulty is that you or your children are not
registered with Indian Affairs or more commonly known as
"tx ing on the list."
No n-insured health benefits are paid for by the Department of
Na ional Health and Welfare who work in conjunction with
the Department of Indian Affairs. Non-insured health bene-
fit' include prescription drugs, eye and dental care, patient
tra importation and special medical needs. These items are not
co crcd by provincial health insurance such as O.H.I.P. and
Qiebec Health.
To receive these benefits you must be registered and have a
"b ind number" or what is called an Indian Registry Number.
These numbers are required,by the pharmacists, dentists,
op icians, optometrists, etc. soihat they can be re-imbursed
by the Department of National Health and Welfare.
Fcr example, when a pharmacist fills a prescription for a
m< ;mbcr of Akwesasne he will ask what their band number is.
Tt e pharmacist then sends the bills to Health and Welfare.
H< alth and Welfare in turn checks these numbers with Indian
A fairs and if your name does not appear on the computers
H ;alth and Welfare will notre-imburse the pharmacist. Then
the pharmacist can and will bill the patient for the medication
on they just won't give it to you anymore.
The next time you go the dentist, eye doctor, the pharmacy,
or if you don't want to pay sales tax at the stores, you should
hi ve the status card on you to show or you may not receive
th; service.

E 'cry adu 11 mem ber of Akwesasne should carry a status card
on them to show thephysician when they go for appointments .
on to have prescriptions filled. This would make it an. easier
pi aces.s for everyone concerned, especially the community
m ;mbcr. If you or someone in your family does not have a
st itus card, they can be obtained in the membership office at
th; Admin. 1 building of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne.

that is required is a photograph of the individual and their .
signature on the card and it usually takes just minutes to

[ocess the card. '.
parents should be certain that all of their children arc

istered. If you had never brought a birth certificate into the
mbership office, then it is very likely that your child is not

registered. You may contact the membership office to con-
fnn whether or not your child is registered.
T lis applies to everybody! You may have been receiving
rr edicine for your children for years without any difficulty.
H o wevcr, tomorrow you may need to get a refill and you will
n u able to get it. This is probably because the pharmacist
fi lally received all the bills that had not been paid for because
y )ur child was never registered.
T here are approximately 300 children who are not registered
w ith their parents. This is because the parents are not aware
Uat this is not done automatically. This applies also to
n arriages, divorces and deaths. If you want to report these
events, then you must bring in documentation to that effect.
I is imperative that when a child is bom the parent should
ii nmediately obtain the proper birth document for the child.
F or those born in Ontario, the brown "Notice of Birth Regis-
t ation" which you received from Toronto is not a valid birth
c srtificate. The form does ask you if the name of the child is
c orrect and what type of birth certificate you would like. The
t irth certificate which is required to register your child is
called an "extended birth registration" and it indicates the
r ames of the parents.
or those bom in other provinces it is called a "longform birth
gistration".
idian Affairs will accept Baptismal Certificates issued in the
rovince of Quebec only. This exception was made because
uebec uses a different birth registration system that the rest
f Canada and they are acceptable for events that took place
the province.

or those bom in the United States you should contact the
/ital Statistics Office in the state that the child was born for
he proper documentation. All birth certificates must indicate
he names of the parents. v "

' fhe membership office is located at the Admin. 1 building in
!t. Regis Village. Any person who has a question about their
egi strauon or membership or would like additional informa-
ion, is welcome to contact Debbie Thomas or Carol Lafrance

; it (613) S7S-22S0 and they will be happy to be of assistance.

Marriages Between Members
of Akwesasne and

Non-Indians
On April 17, 1985 there was a major amendment to the

Indian Act which was called Bill C-31. This amendment re-
moved sexual discrimination from the Indian AcL
Prior to April 17» 1985 Indian women who married non-

Indians lost their status. Indian men who married non-Indians
did not lose their status and their non-Indian wives gained
status and became band members.

, As a result of Bill C-31, nobody gains or loses Indian status
through marriage if the marriage occurred on or after April
17,1985. This means that if an Akwesasne woman marries a
non-Indian now, she does not lose her status and her husband
does not gain. If an Akwesasne man marries a non-Indian this
woman does not gain Indian status and does not become a
member of Akwesasne.
Because the spouse does not gain Indian status, they do not

receive the benefits, rights and privileges that are provided to
registered Indians such as post-secondary education finan-
cial assistance and non-insured health benefits. They also are
not eligible to receive services such as patient transport and
other services and programs administered by the Mohawk
Council of Akwesasne.
Because the spouse remains a non-Indian, they do not be-

come a member of Akwesasne and therefore they are not
entitled to:
a) Residency b) Land ownership c) Housing
d) Political rights; voting, holding office e) Territorial
education 0 Territorial social assistance
g) treaty and aboriginal rights particular to the Mohawks of
Akwesasne (this includes Bridge Passes) h) Burial rights
i); Right to share in annuities, royalties or other revenue and
capital payments paid to members.

Should the non-Indian spouse wish to reside in the
Akwesasne community the non-Indian spouse must apply for
a residency permit. If a non-Indian is found to be residing in
Akwesasne without a residency permit, he or she is trespass-
ing and legal action will be taken. This permit is to be renewed
every year and entitles the holder to residency only.

Anon-Indian from the United States does not gain legal
status in Canada upon their marriage to a member of
Akwesasne. They must follow the immigration procedures if
they wish to reside in Canada.
Another group of people who require residency permits are
those Indians from other communities who wish to reside in
Akwesasne. Whether they are form Kahnawake, Kanese-
take, Onondaga, etc., they are still non-members and there-
fore they require a residency permit to live here.
Applications for residency are available at the Administra-

tion offices of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and if
further information is required you may contact Debbie Tho-
mas or Carol Lafrance at the membership office at (613) 575-
2250. • i '

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

This is to inform you, the community, about the formation
of the Akwesasne Focus Group To Improve The Status For
The Disabled, members are Joanne Francis, Diane Cook-
Boots, and Beverly Lazojre. The purpose of this Focus
Group is to develop a community based strategy for
improving the Status of Disabled Natives within the
territory of the Akwesasne
Mohawk Nation. The task of the Focus Group is to plan
strategies by the development of a questionnaire, conduct
the survey via the team approach using employees of the
Council and volunteers all trained to implement the
questionnaire. I'd like to ask your participation by agree-
ing to take a few minutes of your time in responding to the
survey. :
A survey tool had been developed that will aid in deter-
mining the number of persons with disabilities, the types
of disabilities, and some leads as to the causes for disabili-
ties within Akwesasne.
The initial purpose for this survey was to develop a
community profile/data base of statistics that relate to drug
and alcohol use and abuse, but research has indicated that
disabled persons are a portion of the population that
remains virtually unknown. We have expanded upon the
initial purpose to seek out the needs of persons with
disabilities and their families.
By implementing this survey we hope to gather valuable
data pertaining to the special needs of disabled community
members and the statistics can have an impact on a
campaign against drinking and driving. As an added
benefit, the information compiled can be helpful in
program planning, community development, and seeking
funding to up-grade programs to better service the commu-
nity as a whole. The surjvey period will be for four full
weeks, beginning on May 22nd and finishing on June 16th.
For further questions or jconcerns you can contact Joanne
Francis at 613-938-0546, Diane CookrBoots or Beverly
Lazore at 518-358-2272! from 8:30 - 4:00 Monday thru
Friday. i
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We sell & service

YARDMAN Equipment,

JONSERDi & MCCULL0CK

Chainsaws, HOFFCO Brushcutters

Trimmers, BRIGGS &
TECUMSEH, KOHLER BNGINES

i & • ' • • ' • • . . • "

PARTS:

358-2703
Ft. Coving-ton, NY

Alcatraz Reunion Planned

it has been 20 years since the occupation of Alcatraz by
native people in die San Francisco Bay area. Brought
together because of a common concern for their respective
native nations, the Indians who gathered on the 'Frisco
docks that November day were about to initiate a new era
in Indian history.

Much has changed in 20 years but Alcatraz stands as a
symbol all native people can be proud of. To commemo-
rate those who are veterans of the Rock a reunion is being
planned for this fall. A native women's gathering will be
held in October, followed by the reunion in November. To
find out more about this most important event write or
call:

Rosalie McKay-Went, 3415 Dwindle Hall, University
of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, California, 94720.
(415)642-2793

Mater Dei College Announces
High Achievers

Dean's List: Bonnie Bradley, Adeline Herne, Beatrice La-
zore, Susan Rourke, Michelle Thomas. To qualify for Dean's
List, a student must be full-time and must have a grade point
index of at least 3.25 for the semester.
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A.E.T. to Raffle Fishing Trip
The Akwesasne Emergency Team is raffling off a fishing
trip on the St. Lawrence River aboard the Muskie Magic.
The winner and three guests will spend eight hours with
Captain Don Lucas as he takes you to some of the best
fishing spots around. His 26 foot vessel boasts a complete
array of rods, reels, bait, tackle, fish locator, Marine band
radio, depth finder, fully electric downriggers, side
planers, and modem cabin conveniences.
Captain Lucas is a U.S. Coast Guard Master who is
certified in CPR and First Aid. His company, Muskie
Magic Charters, Inc., is based at 18 Richards Street,
Massena, New York. His fishing tours specialize in
Muskie, Walleye, Trout, and Salmon.
Contact members of the Akwesasne Emergency Team for
raffle tickets at 358-2117 tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.

PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT

Unity Day
The SL Regis Mohawk Health Service wil 1 be hosting this

year's Annual Unity Day.
The theme this year is "Honoring our Elders... Respecting

our YouuV'The celebration will beheld onSunday, July 30th
behind the Mohawk School.

A planning meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday,
May 9th at 2:30 p.m. in the upstairs Conference Room of the
Community Building.

Anyone interested in helping make this year's Unity Day
as successful as the past years is invited to help plan the
activities.
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THE RECENT JANIE FRICKE CONCERT AT THE
FROGTQWN INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY MAY
28 DREW ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT FROM THE
THOUSANDS WHO WERE IN ATTENDANCE.
SHOWN HERE IS AKWESASNE'S OWN SALLI
BENEDICT WITH MS. FRICKE.

PHOTO BY SALLI

MS FRICKE WAS PRESENTED WITH A
SWEETGRASS BASKET BY THE AKWESASNE
COMMUNITY AS A TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

••* FOR HER PERFORMANCE ON MAY 28. . '

PHOTO BY PETE AYOTTE

PHOTO BY SALLI

DAVE BACK, DONNIE SHARROW AND JEFF
HERNE JAM TOGETHER AT A RECENT CON-
CERT IN MALONE, N.Y.

PHOTO BY SALLI PHOTO BY SALLi


