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idian Time is a news service for the
lahawk community of Akwesasne.
Begun in July of 1983, Indian Time is a news journal
dedicated to reporting on what is happening in Akwesasne
and our sister Iroquois communities. The news policy at
Indian Time insists we try to give our readers as truthful
reporting as we can. we encourage and invite opinions
different than ours. We are committed to a free and open
press at Akwesasne. We believe in the unrestricted flow of in-
formation to our people. By this means, we have the ability to
make intelligent, informed decision about our collective
future. . . . . . ' •

Indian Time isaproduct ofthe people of'Akwesasne,
It is your newspaper printing stories about you. Please feel
free to contact our Kanatakon offices in the Alwesasne
Communications Society if you have concerns, compliments
or plain old curiosity about the material printed in Indian
lime.
Niawenkowa, Akwesasne for your support

PRINTED AT:
M;ilonc- Hvfiiing Telegram, Malone, N.Y.

ALL INQUIRIES:
I'lioiu-: (518) 358-9531
( -.madian (613) 575-2063
American Address: Box196, Rooseveltown, N.Y-
1 \bH\ .
( aiiadian Address: Box 189, St. Regis, Que., HOM 1A0

* * * ••*-*•*-• A D V E R T I S I N G * * * * * * * *
INDIAN IIMI- WILL CARRY ADVERTISING FROM
ANY (,R()UI\ BUSINESS OR INDIVIDUAL THAT
WISHIS TO REACH THE COMMUNITY OF
AKWL-SASNK. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE
ANY ADS OR PRODUCTS THAT ARE BLATANTLY
HARMFUL TO THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE IN
(.INIRAI. CALL (AM): (518)358-9531 (CAN): (613)
5-">-2<)63 FOR RATES.

INDIAN TIME can be purchased at the
following outlets—LOOK FOR IT! :
\\ il-|a\ s Grocery Cornwall Island
N \ I V c Cornwall Island
d.i-.p 's. Harbor Rd. . Cornwall Island
11.ui.Mills Store Rooseveltown
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Indian lime is published weekly, subscriptions
to Indian Time: $40.00 per year; Cover Price; .50;
Hulk orders of Indian Time: .40 per copy on consign-
ment, call our office for set up.

With a circulation of 1,350 — Within Akwesasne,
Kahnawake and surrounding communities, advertis-
ing in Indian Time can be a profitable move for your
business. Call now for Bernie, the Indian Time Ad Per-
son 5 18-358-9535 or 9531 for rates. . •'-.
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Election Editorial '89

Writing this editorial is not going to be easy. The
reason for that is because I am the son of one of the
candidates running for Chief. My mother is Rosemary
Bonaparte, and that will immediately cause many people
to disregard anything I say as biased, prejudiced, and
slanted. Well, I can only respond to those accusations
with a shrug.

Shrug.
Now, on with the task before me.
As editor of Indian Time, I take my responsibilities

seriously. When my mother decided to run for office once
again, I knew that people would accuse me of being biased
toward her in my editorials, especially when it came time
to endorse a candidate. That's why I decided to interview
Lincoln White personally and find out what the man is all
about.

He's an interesting man. When I met him, I was
impressed with how friendly he and his wife were to me,
especially since they seemed aware that I was Rosemary's
son. They welcomed me into their home and we
conducted the interview in their living room. Lincoln told
me about his education, background and the jobs he's held
throughout his life. Being an older gentleman, that list
was quite extensive. He has distinguished himself in areas
of education and government, having worked for the State
of New York and the United States Government in various
positions too numerous to mention.

To go into detail about the accomplishments of
either candidate would take forever, so I'm not even going
to bother. They both have made so many major
accomplishments that I just couldn't do justice to them in
the limited space available to me. All I can really say
about them is that they all showed a deep personal concern
for not only their fellow Mohawks, but fellow Indians and
human beings in general. These are not self-serving
people only out for "big bucks." They each believe in
this community and want good things to happen here.
Anyone who says different is lying right to your face.

What I would like to do at this time is give you
my impressions of the candidates from the things they
have said to me. I threw out a few "catch phrases" to
them and they each responded with their feelings on each
subject. These were the issues many of us think about
each day. I wish I had the time to transcribe the extensive
quotes as they were spoken, but I will try to be as concise
about them as I can.

I asked each of them about the idea of the
"Tri-Council," Lincoln seemed to be of the opinion that
there were very few areas in which the Tri-Council could
cooperate (politically) and didn't seem to know very much
about the areas in which the three councils did cooperate.
Seeing how he only recently moved back here, this is
understandable. In speaking with him, however, I noticed
that he never mentioned the Mohawk Nation Council of
Chiefs. His response was mostly about the U.S./

Canadian border and the monies we receive from each
respective government Of course, everyone who lives in
the real world knows how dependent we are on that
money, but there will someday come a time when we will
seek to be independent both politically and financially.
My personal feeling is that the Mohawk Nation Council
of Chiefs must play an active role in that process for the
simple reason that they have knowledge, resources, and a
firm vision of a truly sovereign nation. They've been at it
a lot longer than anyone else.

Rosemary, on the other hand, seems to know
about the strengths of the traditional chiefs on a much
more personal level than Lincoln. As Tribal Council
Chief from 1985 to 1988, she worked closely with the
traditional chiefs on issues such as land claims and the
environment.Certain people criticized her for listening to
them, bill she saw beyond what they envisioned as "what
a tribal chief should do." She had no prejudices against
them and knew that the Nation represented a very large
segment of the population here. My mother wasn't just
looking out for the "American" Mohawks as previous
chiefs had done. She felt that she represented ALL
Mohawks, regardless of where they lived or what
government they followed.

Again, you may say that I am being biased. Say it
all you want. This is a newspaper. I can't hear you.

I asked both candidates about the constitution.
Both agreed that a constitution is essential, and I have no
reason to doubt that either candidate would support a
constitution, They both believe that there must be some
way for the community to control the chiefs and maintain
consistency within that power structure.

Tasked them about their views on gambling.
Specifically, I wanted to know how they felt about
regulating the casinos. Lincoln was all for it and
expressed his belief that the casino owners sincerely
wanted some agreeable regulations that would benefit the
tribe and the community in general. He thinks that the
money coming in could benefit the community, and
perhaps it could.

My mother on the other hand ( I feel uneasy calling
her Rosemary) knows that there will be no way to
regulate the casinos without a system of laws and a police
force for backing them up. If the people then wanted to
regulate the casinos, she would abide by their decision.
She personally does not think gambling is a good thing
for the community. She knows that they provide
hundreds of jobs that otherwise wouldn't exist, but she
also sees the turmoil they have brought to this
reservation. She feels that the Casino owners are
insincere in their concern for the community and are only
out for number one. Once again, she stresses the need for
a constitution, a justice system, and a police force before
anyone can even think of legalizing the casinos. She also
wonders if legalizing them is even possible. The bottom
line is, she's not promising them anything.

The outside media is saying this election is a
referendum of gambling. It probably is, in a sense. I tend
to disagree. A tribal council election is a tribal council
election. A referendum on gambling will eventually come

about once a system of regulations is drafted and presented
for a vote. For the outside newspapers to confuse the two
only shows their ignorance and disrespect for us and the
way we do things. '

Face it. No matter who wins the election, those
slots will still be here. The legal implications are much
larger than this election of the stands the candidates take.
Despite the support Lincoln may have from the gambling
interests, there is no way he can promise that they will
stay forever There will still exist an underground of
opponents who will seek whatever means possible to rid
this reservation of what they see as a threat to their way of
life.

I am finding it difficult to come right out and say
who I think you should vote for. That's entirely up to
you to decide. All I can really do is ask you to take a
long, hard look at the things these candidates stand for.
Can you expect them to be honest, to look out for the
whole community, to work for the common good, and
keep an open mind about the future? Can you be sure
they will be able to withstand the horrendous pressures of
the Thankless Job to End All Thankless Jobs?

Whatever you decide, don't let your powers as a
citizen rest there. Follow up on your beliefs. Speak to
your chief. Let him or her know how you feel. Attend
tribal meetings and get involved in the community. Find
out what your chiefs are doing with the powers you have
vested in them. Work with them to make this a better
community. Support them when they do good. Criticize
them when they do bad.

If my mother doesn't win this election, it's not
going to break my heart. It won't break her heart,, either.
She's only doing this to give people a choice. She's not
doing this as an ego trip or a personal vendetta against the
evil businessmen. She sincerely believes in this
community and wants us to move forward. If she doesn't
win your vote, so be it. She'll still be my mother, and
I'll still be the Messiah.

Well, that's it for my editorial. By the way, this is
my last one. ( At least for now, anyway.) I'm going to
take some time off and work on some personal writing
projects that I put on hold to work on this paper. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of Notes
and Indian Time for the chance to actually see my writing
in print. I would also like to thank the Mohawk Nation
for allowing me to represent them as the editor of their
fine publication.

Later.

Who Has the Cig's?
It seems a local newsletter has taken a rather hard view

On the candidacy of Rosemary Bonaparte. Now, ordinarily
such attacks are counter-productive given the rather
ridiculous "news" items this publication prints but the
"editor" realizes quite well she has an absolute obligation
to serve her masters.

Lets get a few things straight about the most common
accusations levied against Ms. Bonaparte.

First, she is not a hijacker. The decision to take the
cigarettes from a truck owned by Leo Attea Jr. in
November of 1986 was made by men acting to enforce an
order passed by the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs.
The Tribe had nothing to do with it Ms. Bonaparte was
not involved. Both truck confiscations were longhouse
acts. Can it be that perhaps the "editor" of the newsletter
might be a little apprehensive about taking on the true
traditional people?

The torching of Josie's bar in May of 1986 was not
planned, encouraged or carried out by Ms. Bonaparte. It
was done almost without thought at all but was a raw
emotional reaction to the many deaths caused by the
speakeasies. Many true longhouse people were involved.
Is the "editor" of the newsletter afraid to involve the
traditional people there?

As for what happened to the cigarettes taken from Attea
in 1986, rest assured their disposal was not through Phil
Tarbell. True longhouse people might know but the
"editor" of the newsletter will never be given that
information. Again, Ms. Bonaparte was not in any way
involved.

It seems the fear of Rosemary Bonaparte is real enough
to cause such a rabid attack on her person using "issues"
of complete and total fabrication. •

Pity those who would believe this sad, mean and
ignorant style of "reporting."

Pity the "editor" for dragging Mohawk politics so low.
i Kanentiio
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