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The Four Sacred Rituals
Ostowakowa (Great Feather Dance) the Creator's Song
A tonwa (Personal Thanksgiving Chant and Name Giving)
C hnehoren (Drum Dance) Spiritual Thanksgiving History

Kaientawano (Peach Stone Game) Creator's favorite
t

1.
2.
3.
4.
enjdymcnt.

the world was new, the Creator gave to the people
ageheral knowledgeand instructions of how to survive on the
Mo her Earth. If the people followed these simple rules they
woifld have a good life. These instructions are interwoven in

eremonies ad speeches. In the ceremonial speeches,
mai y symbolic words and phrases are used. The key to fully
understanding the meaning is to study and be aware of
Iroduois symbolism. When the human beings first began
the;' did have these general ceremonial teachings, t he people
at o le point in history felt that the ceremonies were lengthy
and time consuming. The people began to think more about
their own personal satisfaction and comforts. Let me give
yot an example. Let us say that the Satekosene (mid-winter)
cer< mony was twenty days long. The people decided they
woi lid cut five days off. The mid-winter is now only fifteen
dayk long. A couple more generations were born and grew up
and this new generation was even more selfish than the
pre 'ious. The people of that time felt that fifteen days of mid-
wir ter ceremonies were too long. The people again decided
to c jt another five days off the mid-winter ceremonies. Now

-winter is only ten days. This was satisfactory for thenext
generations until it happened again. The people of the

' generations thought that ten days was much too long and
hey cut five more days out. This type of occurrence

con tinued until the people had nothing. The people had now
abandoned all the Creator's teachings altogether. People
from this point on did what they wanted, when they wanted,
and no more was the Creator ever again mentioned by the
people of the earth.

Soon people were arguing with one another. Everyone
tho jght that their point of view was the only correct one.
Th< se arguments lead to actual physical fights. Rumors and
gos s ip was everywhere. The rule of the day became who ever
wa; physically strongest was the leader. Such leaders never
hac peace of mend because other people were scheming his
ov<rthrow. It had become this sad state of affairs for several
geierations.

I had gotten so ugly that no one even remembered or knew
whit Sonkwaiatison (Creator ) meant, there was on old
wo nan who said that she vaguely remembered as a little girl
she heard the word Sonkwaiatison (Creator) mentioned by
the older people. The old woman was not able to tell what the
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word Creator meant. That is how sad things had gotten.
~he Creator was very sad because his people were in such

tur noil. The Creator's people had abandoned his teachings.
The Creator then gathered the Kaierinihonkwetake (The Four
Saired Sky Dweller Beings) and held a meeting about the
human beings who lived on the earth. The Creator then
appointed one of the four sacred beings to be born amongst
ha human beings of earth. This one, Sky Dweller will be the
Creator's messenger. He will be charged with the mission to
•evitalize and put the human beings back on the right road.
Fhe Creator then chose a young woman human being to give
sinth to a baby boy. We must remember that this baby boy to
?e bom is actually one of the four sky dwellers. The young
.vqman so chosen was a woman who never had a man in her
ifc. She was a virgin.

The woman so chosen to give birth to the sky dweller did
» :ome pregnant and carried the baby for the nine months.
ITi e woman did receive a dream or vision of her pregnancy.
\ t the time the young woman was pregnant, there also were
-,1< ven other women who became pregnant at the same time.
n e difference was that the eleven women had husbands. The
;p :cial baby was born without any problems, t h e eleven
vomen also gave birth. It was not very long when all the
a :>ies were brought together at the lodge of the special baby.
k< time passed, the babies who numbered twelve in all visited
in 1 played with each other. Soon the twelve boys were at the
ig; where they could climb trees and do the things that little
»ys usually do. One day the pattern of the boys' activity
hanged. The boys would leave the village early in the
n< >rning and go into the forest. They did this everyday until
h ; special boys' grandmother became curious and one
n >rning followed them to where ever they go. The grand-
n )ther followed the boys through the forest and up a hill. At
h 5 top of the hill there was a natural clearing that was in the
hape of a circle. As the grandmother hid behind trees she;
it served the twelve boys and their activity. Grandmother
aw the boys listening to the special boy. The special boy
v )uld teach the eleven boys how to speak about the Creator.
Vhen the boys finished speaking they would then practice
ii iging the Great Feather Dance. This Great Feather Dance
5 the song that belongs to the Creator. The boy then would
nch the eleven boys how to dance the Great Feather Dance.
Tie people who participated in the Great Feather Dance must
riepare themselves. How do you prepare? The following is
;tep by step outline.

You must be of a good mind.
You must Entsientatrewate to our Creator for the things

i at you may have offended.
You should have and be wearing Onkwehonwe clothing.
You will have a Kustowa to wear or carry a feather

. sually an Eagle feather).
As you dance you will be thinking about our life and giving

• anks.
Those people who are in poor health or are very old can

alk with the dancers and try to complete at least three full
ircles.

. Those people who physically cannot walk will be seated
the middle of the longhouse with the singers.
The dancers and singers at each verse will holler three

nes as the birth of life is reaffirmed. When you yell the three
Ties you throw or aim your voice at the base of the trees
sible from the window. You also aim your yell to the
ngers and to the old people or those who are sitting with the
ngers. Also those members of your family or friends who
e able to attend you aim your yell of life and gratitude to
em.

Before the Great Feather Dance can start the proper food
usl be on the fire as it is this food that will sanction and
Mifirm the feather dance.
3. The so^wbeny drink must also have been prepared. It is
so understood that the strawberry drink that is passed our to
te people will be served by young girls who are virgins.

When the Great Feather Dance is being done it is said that
the birds will listen and receive encouragement and power.
The animals will take notice and will be encouraged and
receive power as well. The trees that make up the forests of
the world will listen and receive power from the Great
Feather Dance. All that have life in the universe will become
recharged in their determination to fulfill that which the
Creator gave them.

The Atonwa, Second Ritual

Atonwa, from the best I can determine, comes from the
word Atonhets (meaning your life source, spirit or, soul.)

The teacher told the eleven boys to perform or put through
the Atonwa ceremony. This ceremony is a song or songs that

. give thanks to our Creator for all of life's gifts. There are
Atonwa songs for the Chiefs, for the Faithkeepers, for the
people of the Nation and for the individual men.

This ceremony also is the time that babies names are
confirmed to the Creator and the people of the nation. This
song is also used by individuals just before they die The
Atonwa is done two times a year, once at mid-winter, and the
other at harvest time. The main thing about Atonwa is that
every male child at about seven or eight years old should
begin getting his very own Atonwa song. This is where the
fathers or uncles need to help his son or nephew in getting the
song as he will need it for the rest of his life.

Onehoren(Drum Song)

This is the third ritual or teaching given to the people by
the teacher. The Drum Dance is a spiritual history of our
people and our relationship to the universe. Enhatenkwaiente
(He will strike the fire.) This means to reaffirm our
committment to all life forms. Also at this time a review of
our spiritual year and our fulfillment of carrying out our
ceremonies. This Drum Dance also contains the Ohontokar-
iwatekon (the Thanksgiving Address) and thus closes in an
official way mat days ceremony. It takes two singers and one
speaker for the Dnjm, Qance to j ^ done. •

It is these three sacred rituals that the teacher taught to the
eleven boys. The teacher said that there is no one alive who
can claim to know everything, that no matter how hard one
tries one will forget some things. It is for this reason that
eleven boys were taught so when something is forgotten the
others will remember and make the ceremony complete.

The teacher then said, "Go now, back to your villages and
teach the people about the sacred rituals and all the spiritual
speeches that go with it." It was told that as long as the people
never failed in putting through the three sacred rituals that
their life will be good. That the many lives of nature will be
strong and giving. If ever the three sacred rituals will cease,
then the powers of the nature will cease to grow and will begin
to die. If everything dies then people will gethungry and they
will die too.

Now the eleven boys became men and all was going well.
Peace and order were in place. People again were happy.
Now the teacher called the eleven men together by the big
water. It is at the big waters edge that the teacher gave his last
encouragement. The teacher announced that in another part
of the world there are people who are fighting and there is
much bloodshed. He said he must now leave them and go to
that part of the world and deliver the Creator's message. The
teacher told them that he didn't know if he would succeed in
his mission. He said he may not ever see them again. He told
the eleven men that if they ever wondered about him, they
could make a small cut on a certain tree and if he didn't
survive, blood would come out of the wound of the tree. It is
said that at that moment of his departure, the wind ceased to
blow. The birds all ceased flying and watched the teacher as
he began his journey. It is said that the sun became dim. The
waters of the ocean became calm. v The teacher bid his
farewell to the eleven men and walked over the ocean headed
in the direction of the rising sun. As the eleven men stood
watching; the teacher soon disappeared from sight.

Now the eleven men returned to their villages and many
years passed. The three sacred rituals were very strong
amongst our people. Every now and then the eleven men
would really think about their teacher and how he was doing.
More years passed by and now the eleven men have become
very old and many have to use canes to walk. One time when
the men were really thinking about their teacher they remem-
bered what he said about the tree. The old man did cut a small
incision in the tree. As the men watched they saw human
blood come form the cut of the tree. They all became very
sad. Life must goon until one day the eleven old men, in their
different villages felt within themselves a strong urge, th is
urge was a pulling one. It caused each man to begin to walk
and each of the individual men independently felt this, the
eleven men felt this and so began their journey. It ended up
that at approximately the same time, they all arrived at the big
waters edge. The same palace that years ago their teacher left
to go to the other part of the world. The eleven old men were
all surprised to see one another. Exhausted from their journey
they sat in a circle on the ground near die ocean, As they sat
they began reminding each other of theiime when they were
young. They talked about their Qrea^ti^cber ajnd howpich
they missed him. AsthemenlaughedlniljoM.tn^iKiticed
a strange looking cloud in the sky, Th§ ck)ud jftey saw was
much lower than the rest of the clouds; It appeared tp them
to almost look like a human being. The cloud was moving
towards them. When thecloudgotcloseenoughtothem they
notices it was in the form of a human. Suddenly the men
realized mat it was a man and that man was th^teaphV. the
eleven men jumped up and ran to em ^

refused to let thorn touch him.
TJJ- •

The teacher was dressed or
wrapped in a white blanket. The teacher said that in the other
part-of the world, those people refused the Creator's teach-
ings. He said, "I am in spirit form/" He showed the eleven
men his hands and they had wounds in them with fresh blood
dripping. He opened his white blanket which served as his
garment and there was fresh bloody wounds on his chest and
stomach area. He showed them his feet that also had wounds.
The teacher said to the eleven men, "This is what they did to
me over there. I am how on my way back to Karoniahkeh and
therel will closethedooror entrance for those people who did
this to me. I want you, the Onkwehonwe people, to know that
in that part of the world, there will never be peace. There will
always be trouble. THose peoples souls or spirits over there
will never find peace, or a home for their spirits to rest for the
rest of time. Their spirits will be restless until the purification
when the Creator will rearrange and decide what will happen
to them. The teacher then pulled from under his garment a
wooden bowl that had six peach stone'seeds in iL

The teacher said, 'The first rime when I was here I forgot
to give you this peach bowl game. THis is the fourth sacred
ritual. THe peach bowl game is the Creator's most favorite
game. The Creator wants you to have this game and play it
at the mid-winter, at the (seed-planting)-and at the harvest
time. When you the people play it, the Creator will stop
everything and he will watch and be most amused and happy
the more, that you try hard to win, the more the Creator is
pleased."

Peach Bowl Game

1. The two sides or clans will put up a strand each of white
wampum.
2. THe people will put up rattles, drums, horn ratties, etc.
3. The people will put up their fondest clothes (Onkwehon-
weneha) moccasins, kustoweh, fans, etc.
4. The people can put up Lacrosse sticks or baskets.

The teacher said no shiny objects, but only those things I
have mentioned will be proper. The teacher now said, "You
the Onkwehonke, are so lucky and good. You accepted the
whole message of our Creator."

This is all I am going to say for now. This is the best I can
remember from the elders teachings. I know I didn't tell
everything, but there will be another time.

Sakokwenionkwas
Tom Porter
Sponsored by the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division.
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The Virgin Island Pow-Wow
POW-WOW...An American Indian social, traditionally

held to offer thanksgiving and celebrate their heritages will
gather together members of various tribal nations in St.
Thomas over the thanksgiving holidays.

Tewatennietha (Tewa) Evans-Mohawk, is an executive
member of "Citizens on the Alert" (COTA). They will
follow up their outstandingly successful fund raiser, an
"Evening Down Under" for the mentally ill. COTA will
utilize once again a cultural event to highlight the war against
mental illness, drug abuse, and crime with a four day VIRGIN
ISLAND POW WOW, in the spirit of thanksgiving with an
American Indian village, music, arts, crafts, athletic exhibi-
tions, and boat tiip on the Mohawk.

Capping the four day event will be an evening affair in
Native and Western attire at a local resort with a feast, music
and dancing.

Letter of Understanding
RE: Kanien'kehaka Raotitiohkwa Cultural Center's in-
volvement in "Pow Wow in Paradise", a fundraiser and
cultural exchange, November 23-26/89 in St. Thomas, U.S.
Virgin Islands, sponsored by the Citizens On The Alert
(COTA). The Kanien'kehaka RaotitionhkwaCultural Center
will perform the following services for COTA:
1. Establish contact with other Iroquoian communities and
Cultural Centers in Quebec, Ontario and New York State, to
post notices and recruit artisans, craftspeople, singers, and
dancers, according to specifications given by Tewatenienta
Evans. The deadline for applications will be June 30th, 1989.
KRCC will fax this information to Tewatenienta Evans on
July 3rd, 1989. The final selection of the above will be made
by Tewatenienta Evans.

2. Develop a cultural center exhibit including artifacts and
a photographic display that treats historical and cultural
topics about Iroquois generally and the Mohawks of Kahna-
wake specifically.

The Kanien'kehaka Raotitiohkwa Cultural Center cannot
guarantee the participation of persons recruited. All travel
and accomodations for #1 above, transportation of exhibits
and arts and crafts objects, will be the sole responsibility of
COTA. All schedules and administrative arrangements will
be made by persons designated by COTA.

Jessica Hill
Executive Director
Kanien'kehaka Raotitiohkwa
Cultural Center

Tewatenienta Evans
COTA
Red Hook, Box 57
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
00802
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DON'T BE LEFT OUT!
SALE ENDS SATURDAY JUNE 3RD.
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NCWQAFIRYING THE LARGEST SELECTION OF FOOTWEAR
IN MASSENA (MEN'S - WOMEN - CHILDERN
timR 600 PAIRS OF L.A GEAR SNEAKERS IN STOCK
OVER 500 PAIRS OF NIKE SNEAKERS IN STOCK
OViR 200 PAIRS OF REDWING BOOTS IN STOCK
( ^ § 3 0 0 PAIRS PAIRS OF WOLVERINE BOOTS IN STOCK
ALSO QARRING LADIES SHOES & SANDALS TIMBERLAND,
l ^̂ A

COMPOS CLOTHING &
16 R0ME0 RU. MRSSENR 56 MRRKET STR. P0TSDRM

$15-7fi4^9279 315-265-6077
OPEN M-TH 10: TO 5:30 FIR. 10:00 TO 8:00 SRT 10:00 TO 5:80
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