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The Lost Prince
y Deborah Shwabach

Drivinp west along route 37 to Hogansburg, in far north-
m Frank in county, one first crosses the St. Regis River
ushing over the dam in its hurry to meet the St. Lawrence; :
hen come a small field, a clump of trees, and a distinctive,
hough ramshackle,dwelling. Thehouseisthreestorieshigh,
vith asiceptin roof descending on eithersidetothefirstfloor.
t is faintly reminiscent of a French chalet. Solidly built of
lative timbers, it seems not to have been damaged by years
f neglect. Inside, 15-inch floorboards cant slightly in
owards the center; panelling and ceiling tiles cover the
riginal surfaces. . .

In the adjacent clump of trees once stood St. James
Episcopal Church, since demolished. And the church
explains the presence of the house, which was built for
ileazar Williams, and Anglican missionary to the Mohawks
>f the St. Regis Reservation. The house belonged to the
Episcopalian Diocese of Albany until 1938, when it was
urned over to Franklin County. The county held it at auction
for $1,200. Since then it has been privately owned. It is now
operated as a Youth Hostel, but all that is not what makes it
interesting.

A blue and gold roadside historical marker describes the
house as the "Lost Dauphin's Cottage." For this unprepos-
sessing house has a direct connection with one of the great
romantic legends of history, the claim that the 10-year-old
son of King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette of France did
not die in prison two years after his parents were guillotined,
but was smuggled away and raised in ignorance of his true
identitiy as King Louis XVII. Americans inparticular were.
enchanted with the idea that the Dauphin had been brought to
the New World, that somewhere on the frontier, perhaps, he
would one day be found.

During the decades following his alleged death, 1795, an
estimated 40 men claimed to be the Lost Dauphin of France,
and other candidates-among them the artist Audobon-were
proposed for the honor but did not press their claims. Among
the more plausible of the claimants was Eleazar Williams,
who spent much of his life ministering to the Caughnawaga,
Oneida, and Mohawk Indians.
The appeal of the Lost Dauphin story lies in understanding

the intensity with which we want our little princes to survive.
The familiar story of the child wasting away in the Temple
prison during the bloody days of the Terror, dying slowly and
painfully of neglect, was unthinkable in the 19th century,
though we in the 20th have learned to our sorrow that children
as well as adults can be destroyed by the fiery hatreds of social
holocaust. Our forebears continued to hope for evidence that
man's inhumanity to man not extend to children-hence the
search for the Lost Dauphin.

Born in Versailles on March 27,1785, the young prince
was only four years old when the Bastille fell. A few months
later he was moved with his parents, and his sister, into the
palace of Tuileries in Paris, where they remained under house
arrest. On August 10,1792, theTuilereisin turn wasstdrmed
and the royal family was imprisoned in the tower of the
Temple. In January 1793 Louis XVI was beheaded; in
monarchial theory, at least, his young son succeeded to the
throne as the uncrowned King Louis XVII. In July, of that
year the Dauphin, then eight years old, was taken from his
mother and put into a cell with a jailer named Simon. For
months, Simon taunted the child* beat him, and forced him to
drink alcoholic beverages. When the jailer resigned (he was
later guillotined himself), the childremained alone in his cell,
the door of wh ich was never opened. Such food and water as
he received were shoved to him through the bars of the grate.

After the fall of Robespierre in June 1794, interest in the
Dauphin revived and a cartaker was appointed, his condition
was described as "emanciated, idiotic, with a slight taint of
•scrofula" (a chronic enlargement of the lymph glands, ac-
companied by tuberculosis of the bones and joints.) He had
tumors on both knees and wrists. Despite this umpromising
diagnosis, M. Dessault, a former court physician who visited
the Dauphin on May 6, 1795, thought that removal to the
healthier air of the countryside would restore his health.
The request was denied but a commission was appointed to

visit the Dauphin-a different member each day so that no
escape plans could be formulated. On May 31,1795, the
appointed visitor was M. Bellanger, aFrenph portraitpainter,
who drew what may have been the last likeness of the
Dauphin.

On June 8,1795, the French government announced that
the Dauphin was dead. However, the doctors who attended
him during his last three days and who had never met the Dau-
phin before that time, described their patient as a mentally
alert child with a tumor on one wrist and one knee, not as one
in imminent danger of dying. And on the same day, the Paris
police issued a bulletin that a member of the royal family had
escaped from the Temple and ordered that all carriages
carrying children be stopped and searched.
In 1848, some 53 years later, a New Orleans paper reported

that in a deathbed confession the artist Bellanger said he had
helped the Dauphin escape from the temple. To save the lad
from the vengeful authorities, Bellanger said, he had been
taken to America and left with Indians in northern New York.
That claim turned attention on Eleazer Williams, then living
at Green Bay, Wisconsin.

William's personal background was every bit as vague
as the romantic historian could desire. Raised among the
Caughnawagas south of Montreal, Eleazar (the name is so
spelled on his tombstone) was the only one of Thomas
Williams's 12 children whose birth and baptism had never
been recorded. Later, people were found who swore that they
had known him since infancy; and others who swore that they
had first seen him in 1795, with two Frenchmen and shortly
after with the Williams family-and that he could speak only
French at the time. Everyone agreed, however.thatat theage
of 10, Eleazar appeared to be severely retarded. But on a trip
to his father's hunting camp on Lake George when Eleazar
was 14, he dived into the water, hit his head on a rock, and
remained unconscious for several days. The blow seemed
literally to have knocked some sense into his head. From then
on he was remarkable for his intelligence.

Young Eleazar spent his adolescent years in Mas-
sechusetts with he Williams "relatives." Thomas Williams's
grandmother had been abducted during the Caughnawaga
raid on Deerfield in 1704. Though she had returned to her
family on visits, she had never left the Caughnawagas perma-
nently. It was a fairly common proactice for the Indians to
take on the surname of a woman who married into the tribe,
and the Caughnawaga Williamses and the Massachusetts
Williamses, a large and powerful tribe in their own right,
remained close. During this period, Eleazar remarked to a
cousin that he seemed to remember troops mustering in a
large garden, brilliantly lit halls, and the attention of a
beautiful, elegantly dressed woman.

When the War of 1812 started the American government
hired Eleazar Williams as an agent, bestowing on htm the
titles of Superintendant General of the Northern Indian De-
partment and Commander of the Corps of Observation., His
principal assignment was to prevent the northern Indians
from joining forces with the British, but he also gathered in-
telligence north ofthe border. He was wounded at the Battle
of Pittsburgh. According to one story, during this period of
his life he was shown a picture of the jailer Simon; he reacted
violently, exclaiming: 'That face! It has haunted meall my
life!"

In 1816, the war having ended, Eleazar Williams was
appointed to the Episcopalian mission at Oneida Castle. A
year later the Oneidas wrote to Governor DeWitt Clinton that
they had all been converted-clearly a tribute to Williams's
oratorical skills, though much of his success undoubtedly
resulted from his knowledge of the Indians' language, an
uncommon accomplishment for young missionaries of the
time. During his stay with the Oneidas, Williams translated
the Gospels, the Book of Common Prayer, and a hymn book
into Mohawk. And about that same time, "Citizen" Edouard
Genet, who had been Frances's Ambassador to the United
States at the time Louis XVI was executed, announced at a
party in New York that the Lost Dauphin had not died: he had
escaped to America.

The burgeoning population of central New York threat-
ened the existence of the Oneidas. The federal government
had arranged toselltheirlandtoTom Ogden of the New York
Land co. once it was vacated. Williams, called to Washing-
ton to confer with President James Monroe, was persuaded to
move the Oneidas to Green Bay, Wisconsin, to live among
the existing Menominees Pottawattomies and Winnebagoes,
pacific tribes which has already welcomed other refugee
Indians from the East. Williams was so taken with the idea
of Indians living far from the abrasions of white society that
he conceived a plan of moving all Six Nations of the old
Iroquois Confederacy to the new location, but in the end only
most of the Oneidas went along.

In 1822 Williams started a school in Green Bay and
married one of his students. Except for occasional trips to
visit the Caughnawagas and the Mohawks on the St. Regis
Reservation, he seemed to have settled into the relatively
obscure life of an Anglican missionary. But in 1814, the
monarchy had been reinstated in France. King Louis XVIII,
uncle to the Lost Dauphin, took the throne. Among his first
acts was an order to disinter the remains of King Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinette and her sister, and to rebury them in
state; the putative grave of the Lost Dauphin remained
untouched. Throughout France prayers were said for the
souls of these three; none were said for the Lost Dauphin.

In 1814, the Prince deJoinville, the son of King Louis
Phillipe of France, arrived in America. The prince, a military
man, later claimed that he encountered Williams by accident
while visiting Fort Mackinac on Lake Michigan. Williams's
partisans claimed that the prince had come to the region
expressly to meet the missionary. Although de Joinville
dismissed any possibility that Eleazar Williams could be his
long-lost cousin, Williams was not alone in wondering why
a Bourbon prince, second in line to the throne, should take
such an interest in an obscure Anglican minister. And why,
for that matter, had Eleazar been visited on several occasions
during his childhood by Frenchmen who had examined him
with, interest and emotion?

"I thought," Williams said, "that I must be the descendant

of a French refugee." But his own account of the prince's
visit,, as told to the Rev. John Hanson and published in
Putnam's Magazine in 1853 under the tide of "Have We a
Bourbon Among Us?" suggested that he might be a very
special refugee.

According to Williams, the Prince said, "You have been
accustomed, sir, to consider yourself a native of this country;
but you are not You are of foreign descent; you werebom
in Europe, sir, and however incredible it may at first seem to
you, I have to tell you that you are the son of a king. There
ought to be much consolation to you to know this fact You
have suffered a great deal and have been brought very low,
but you have not suffered more, or been more degraded than
my father, who was long in exile in this country; but there is
this difference between him and you, that he was all along
aware of his high birth, whereas you have been spared the
knowledge of your origin."

When Williams pressed for details, the Prince placed
before him a statement of abdication and asked him to sign i t

Williams refused.
Asked to comment on Williams's story, the Prince de

Joinville said he vaguely remembered meeting some fellow
on a steamboat, thought he recognized his portrait, but
scarcely recalled the name. "All the rest, all which treats of
the revelation which the Prince made to Mr. Williams, of the
mystery of his birth, all which concerned the pretended
personage of Louis XVII, is from one end to the other a work
of the imagination, a fable woven wholesale, a speculation
upon the public credulity." In short, the Prince denied all.

Of course, the French government could hardly have been
expected to admit that Louis XVIII, Charles X, and now
Louis Phillippe had ruled illegally-in fact, had usurped the
throne-while they knew that Louis XVII was alive and well
and living in America, with a better claim to the crown than
any of his conniving relatives. Moreover, it must be recalled
that the Dauphin had last been reproted in the Temple,
sinking into imbecility; the French monarchists could hardly
be blamed for not rushing to locate a halfwit to receive the
scepter of Charlemagne.

By the time the Hanson article appeared, Williams had
become a figure of controversy because of his claim. The
controversy swelled when Hanson followed with a book,
grandiloquently entitled THE LOST PRINCE; FACTS
TENDING TO PROVE THE IDENTITIY OF LOUIS THE
SEVENTEENTH OF FRANCE, AND THE REVL
ELEAZAR WILLIAMS, MISSIONARY AMONG THE
INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA. Essentially, Williams's
Midwestern acquaintances were inclined to scoff; his Eastern
friends called him "Your Majesty." His situation in Wiscon-
sin became so uncomfortable that he left his wife and son and
moved permanently to Hogansburg, where his friends and
adirirers had built him the house that still stands.

Yet another deathbed confession, this one by the Dutchess
of Anguoleme, sister of the Lost Dauphin, seemed to support
Williams'sclaim. "Mybrotherisnotdesad,wshe^in 1851.
A longtime companion of the Dutchess, Mrs. Brown, had for
many years ben teeing her acquaintance that the Dutchess

had told her that the Dauphin had escaped to America, had
grown up among the Indians, and was known by the name of
Williams.

The indefatiguable Hanson gathered other evidence sup-
portingthe identification of Williams as the Lost Dauphin.
He collected testimony on the marked resemblance of
Williams's features to the ears, eyes, pendulous lip, and
above all the famous proboscis of the Bourbons.anoble, even
bulbous nose exhibited by all branches of the family. The
artist Giuseppe Fagnani, an emigre from the old Bourbon
kingdom of Naples, had painted portraits of a dozen or more
Spanish and Skiialian Bourbons and Austrian Hapsburgs, the
latter the family of Marie Antoinette. After Williams sat for
him, Fagnani wrote: "Had I met Mr. Williams, unconscious
mat he was in any way other than his name should indicate,

11 should immediately have spoken of his likeness to the Bour-
• bon family, and although a resemblance of the kind might

possibly be an accidental freak of nature, still, taken in
connection with the facts you have brought before the public,
and the quantity of corroborative testimony adduced, it
leaves no doubt in my mind of the very great probability that
Mr. Williams and the Dauphin are the same person."

After uncovering information about unusually-shaped
smallpox inoculation scars on the Dauphin's arm, Hanson
arranged fora medical examination. Sure enough, Williams
had scars resembling those described in the private corre-
spondence of the Dauphin's sister. The doctors also found
other scars, reputedly marks leftby the tumors of scrofula, but
they concluded that the scars could not have resulted from
that disease. At first blush that seemed to end any chance that
Williams might be the Dauphin, but Hanson uncovered a
French doctor's researches which indicated that the Dauphin
had in fact not suffered from scrofula while in prison. So the
American doctors' conclusion, said Hanson, is "exactly
confirmatory of the evidence."

But evidence or not, it did Williams no good. He spent his
final years in Hoganburg in poverty. A request for a stipend
from the French government was denied. He carried on his
mission work and began construction of a church. He died in
1858. He was buried in the graveyard of the unfinished
church, beneath a stone which made no reference to the date
of birth or the question of his lineage. In 1947, his remains
were exhuned and moved, with the stone, to Green Bay,
Wisonsin.

Was Williams's story fact or fiction? It occurred on the
threshold of an age of great hoaxes. Within a decade of his
death, the Cardiff Giant would be dug up and exhibited as
genuine, and a sea serpent would be spotted in Silver Lake.
A few years later, P. T. Barnum would make a fortune
exhibiting a "mermaid" concocted of a fish's tail stitched to
astuffed monkey. "But whatever its veracity, Williams claim
was no hoax. Of his own belief and sincerity there can be no
doubt One is less certain about various European claimants,
some of whom found more favor in France and gathered
groups of adherents to support legal efforts to secure portions
of the royal patrimony-always without success. Williams
made no significant effort to profit from any presumption

about his identity. He merely wanted recognition.
Formal history offers no verdict on all this. A substantial

body of modem scholarly opinion agrees that the Dauphin
probably did not die in the Temple, but no particular impor-
tance attaches to the fact. The riddle of theLostDauphinonce
so fascinated people in many countries that "Dauphinolo-
gists" supported a monthly journal devoted entirely to the
subject. The journal has died, and so has the once burning
interest in the question-and probably for good reason. Had
Eleazar Williams been recognized as the Lost King, it proba-
bly would have made little difference in the subsequent
course of world history.

In any case, the question will probably never be answered
with any certainty. For every Fagnani who could trace the
Bourbon lineaments, there was a frontiersman who could say
that Williams looked like a typical halfbreed. Long after
Williams's time, in the 1920's, there was a movie called the
"Plasticon." Upon entering the theatre you selected red
glasses if you wanted to see the happy ending to the story,
green if you preferred the tragic. At this distance in time,
perhaps we can apply the same system to the story of Eleazar
Williams, halfbreed and lost prince.
Source: Adirondack Life

Public Announcement
The American Legion and Legion Auxiliary of the Andrew

W. Cook St. Regis Mohawk Post 1479, Hogansburg, NY.
will be sponsoring a scholastic achievement award in honor
of Abraham Thomas, recently deceased. Abe was a legen-
dary athlete, excelling in lacrosse, hockey, and other sports.
He was extremely supportive of all local and Legion sports
programs.
We plan on starting this years scholarship at $500 Ameri-

can. We are asking for local support from interested indi-
viduals, and area business people. Anyone wishing to donate
to this award, which will go to one outstanding Native
American student athlete with exceptional athletic and scho-
lastic achievements in High School, and college acceptance,
may call The American Legion at 358-9976 or 358-2067.
Our Legion Post also sponsors two scholastic achievement

awards to Native American High School graduates at $250
each.
Thank you for your co-operation.
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CKONKADIO BINGO
The Jackpot for CKON radio bingo for Tuesday, May

23th, is $1,500.00
olue an additional$2,000.00 guaranteed to go out. The
benefit 50/50 recipient is the AKWESASNE WOMEN'S

SOFrBALLLEAGUENIAWEN-KOWA

The CKON 50/50 bingo recipients for the month of March
and April are:
Mar.7-Tne JockFamily-Fue Fund $289.35.
Mar 14-AMS-Hot Lunch Program $247.95.
Mar2I-Afcwesasae!UridefsHbcfceyTeam $281.65.
M^TYpi^AhlJohnson $260.75.

* $494.95

Apr.lg-

1
Authority-Waswanipi Trip

Apr^-ConiwaDJointHospitalFund $205.65.
* w i '" • " ^ • ^ • • i ' ; i j > - ••- ^ " - -

NEWS RELEASE
HOME HEALTH AIDE CLASS TO START MAY 30

Malone-N<^CtoimtryHomeServicesannouncesthatanew
Home Health Aide Training Class will be started May 30 and
will end June 21. The 68-hour BOCES sponsored program will
be conducted over three weeks from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, at the BOCES Center.

Transportation and childcare expenses incurred while taking
the program will be reimbursed and the class textbook will be
provided free of charge.

Upon graduation the Home Health Aide Paraprofessionals
will provide in-home supportive services to local residents after
being oriented by a registered nurse to the particular need of
each patient

Persons interested in obtaining information or filing an
application are asked to call or stop by the Malone office (483-
4502) at 9 Fiimey Boulevard. This certified training program is
sponsored in part by North Country Community College.

THE GIFT OF GIRL
SCOUTING DON'T MISS

IT!!

Would you like your daughter to be involved with a group
that believes that girls grow, lear, and have fun by making
decisions, doing, and discovering for themselves?

Is it your dream that your daughter achieve her full poten-
tial? DO you hope that she will develop sound values that will
guide her actions? Would you like her to contribute to society
and be sensitive and respectful to others?

Perhaps you should give your daughter the gift of Girl
Scouting - An opportunity to grow to be all she was meant to
be. Join us with your daughter at Kateri Hall May 24,1989,
6:30 to 7:30. We'll open new doors for her!! Girls 5-17 are

wekome!M.B. Pierce, Seneca 1800's
"Let me tell you our conditi9on when the palefaces landed

on the eastern shores of this great island. Ourgovermentthen,
many centuries ago, was remarkable for its wisdom, and
adapted to the condition of our nation. It was a republican and
powerful democratic government, in which the will of the
people ruled. No policy or enterprise was ever carried out by
the council of the Grand Sachems of the Confederacy of the
Long House with out the sanction and the ratification of the
people, and it was necessary that it should receive the consent
of every one of the Six Tribes. The consent of the warriors
alone was not deemed sufficient, but the women, the mothers
ofthe nation, were also consulted. By this means the path of
the wise Sachems was made clear; their hands were strong,
their determintations resolute, knowing that they had the
unanimous support of their great constituency. Hence the
confederacy of the Iroquois became great and strong, pros-
perous and happy; by their wisdom they became statesmen,
warriors, diplomats; by their valor and skill in the warpath
they became formidable; they conquered and subdued many
tribes, and extended their territory.
"Our territory, which once required the fleetest runners to

traverse, is spanned by the human voice. Our possessions are
so reduced that now when we put the seed of the melon into
the earth it sprouts, and its tender vine trails along the ground
until it trespasses upon the lands of the pale face."

5 TIPS FROM THE
S.R.M.H.S. PHARMACY

1.) NEVER share medications!! Although it may have
worked good for your neighbor or friend, you could have
serious adverse reaction (allergic), possibly life threatening.

2.) If you notice any change in the color or size of your
medication, contact your pharmacists. They may have been
purchased from a different company or human error might have
occurred.

3.) Once opened, Nitroglycerin tablets (for heart attacks
(angina) are good only for 6 months. Moisture makes the
medicine lose its strength after this amount of time. (Even small
amounts of moisture.)

. 4.) Non steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAID's, Mot-
rin, Nalfon, Feldene, Naprosyn and Clinoral) should be used
with caution by people allergic to aspirin or with a history of
ulcers. Let your doctor know if you suffer from any of these
conditions.

5.) Certain medications require steady blood levels in order
to work properly (examples of these include all antibiotics,
Lanoxin, Dilantin, procainamide, etc.) These medications
should be taken at the same times every day. If told to take the
medication 3 times a day, try to take it every 8 hours, if told to
take it 4 times a day, take it every 6 hours.

Ninth Annual Conference
on Siouan and Caddoan

Languages
The Ninth Annual Conference on Siouan and Cad-

doan Languages will be held in Morley, Alberta under
the leadership of David Rood and Shirley Crawler on
June 2-3,1989. Sessions will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Fri-
day, June 2 and continue until all papers have been
heard. The Native American Language Issues Con-
ference will follow in Billings June 8-10. Their theme:
"Effecitive language education practices and native
language survival"; college credit is available for that.
Contact Steve Chesarek, 406-259-5678.

Everyone interested in any aspect of Siouan or Cad-
doan languages is invited to Morley. The conference is
very informal and provides an excellent opportunity for

. interaction among linguists, language teachers, tribal
elders, and others working with the language and their
speakers. Sessions organized around particular topics
are welcome. r

Topics at past conferences have included linguistic
structure, history of the families or of individual
languages, problems of language teaching, and
aspects of trie relationship between language and
culture.

CALL FOR PAPERS
(f you would like to read a paper or give a talk at this

conference, please send a title and an estimate of the
time you will need (try to limit yourself to 15-20
minutes) to David Rood, Campus Box 295, University
Of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 80309. TITLES
SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY May 26th.

HOUSING
Housing will be n the Nakoda Lodge, a motel owned

by the Stoneys, at the rate of approximately $28.00
(Canadian) per person per night (double occupany);
meals will be available as a package.


