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Mohawk Council pf Akwesasne
General Meeting

St. Regis Recreation Building
Saturday, April 29,1989

Pn «ent:
Gr; ind Chief Mike Mitchell
Ch
Ch
Ch

~'Z.-£J:'Z— ^'."T

cf Lloyd Benedict
icf Angie Bames
icf Gerald Sharrow

Chief Mary David
Chief Tim Thompson
Chief Vivian Smoke
Chief Lynn Roundpoint
Chief Dave Benedict
Absent:
Chief Bill Sunday

c meeting started at 9:10 am. Lloyd Benedict was ap^
ntcd Acting Grand Chief during Mike's working leave of

ab ;cnce, therefore, he chaired the meeting.
Tr ird Reading of Re,sidp.nr.Y ] ,a.w;

Chief Hilda King
Cri icf John Lazore

Tr
po

MCR 72: Moved by John Lazore, seconded by Gerald
Snarrow.
Wjhereas the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne wishes to
pr iscrve the cultural and political integrity of the Mohawk
crmmunity in Akwesasne.
Whereas the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne wishes to
protect the rights of its community members and maintain
law and order on the territory of Akwesasne;
V. hereas the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne wishes to
control and regulate the process by which non-members are
aclcorded the privilege of residing on the territory of
Akwesasne; • •.'••.
Npw, therefore, the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne adopts
the f ol lowing said law at a duly convened meeting held at the
offices of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne on April 29,
1U89. CARRIED - -'/'.'/'
Mary had concern about the notice of rejection and how all
i\ e way throughout the law it says forty-eight (48) hours but

hen referring to No. 11 which pertains to the Board receiv-
g in formation that a person has been residing in Akwesasne

for a period exceeding fourteen (14) days without a Resi-
ncy Permit, the Board shall send a registered letter to that

crson directing him to apply in person at the Membership
Jfficc within ten (10) days of the mailing date. This could be
something that the Akwesasne Membership Board can work
4
here was also concern from the 'Board in the area of

individuals owning an island and what will cover this. Mary
s ated the Board doesn't want to leave any loopholes. Angie
aided this could possibly be covered in the guidelines.
\ ossibly post the names of the people being rejected then
n otices can be sent to the different programs at MCA so that
everyone will be aware of this
I iusiness from the Floor: Ronnie Cook from Cornwall Island
\ as present. He reported that Bruce Roundpointand himself
\ 'an t to open a gas station on Cornwall Island The place that
i icy are interested in is the lot adjacent to the disputed
c xpropriated land of the Seaway which is south of the school
I iroperty. The land is owned by Lillian and Leo Delormier,
"hey are now negotiafingifoc titefeasingjoi! the land with

Lillian and Leo* PcksiHUory^&tght^Tiow'iiMsy'iBi'Ci^iifllwig
l>ermission from Council'togo through the fence on this land.
Thomas referred to the gasline underneath which is in the
ame area. Lloyd stated there was never any concern from the
;asline people but is a concern of the Seaway people.
Bonnie slates there is a meeting being set up with the Seaway
iy Vaughn Sunday, Community Development Officer and
)cnnis Chaussi, Economic Development Officer.
Joyd made reference to Salli Benedict's land and how it was
lard to go through the fence where she is located. Council
massed the resolution and said if the Seaway did not do it then
[Touncil would.
John questioned if there should be an environmental study to
find out what the impact will be. Lloyd stated Ronnie has
already spoken to Henry and he recommended that it be
designed the same way Arrowhead Gas (located next to C&R
Cafe) has their set up, which is above the ground.
John then questioned if the surrounding property owners
would have any objections to this.
Lloyd stated this area will be further away then Jock's. Also
the tanks will be above the ground so there is access all of the
time. John added there is also a hazard when putting them
above the ground. Lloyd clarified there is also a problem
when the pumps are put in the air but not when they are at the
bottom. The problem is when they fill it from the top.
Lloyd added there may be another problem with the Seaway
because they are now calling all negotiations off because of

the flag issue.
John suggested bringing the fence closer and bringing a road
up from the crossroads. This would avoid adding to the jam
ups.
Vivian agreed there should be a complete management plan
from Ronnie and Bruce, a report form Henry regarding the
environmental impact and also meetings with the Seaway
should take place: Then Council will have a clearer picture
of it all. . . o
Mary added James O'Reilly, lawyer representing the Seaway
land claim, should be contacted to find out if this might
jeopardize the whole court case.
Ron stated from the meetings it will be suggested that there
be a Council member present along with Vaughn and Dennis.
Ron will be going through Dennis for an additional grant.
Mike then said Council should listen to Ronnie. He is the only
man who is using his own money and now he is only asking
foratemporaryroad. Council may have some envmmmental

*£

^Mitetototo**'*^^**"1''
about the pipeline. Wnatneedstobedoneisthefollow-up.
M?k" suggested that Lloyd help Ronnie to put to plans
Werner and work with him on this. Lloyd confirmed that he
wfl S t o l e do up his plans and will also m ^ e
Dennis is involved in this also Lloyd will speak to James

was originally going to be the new Sears building in Potsdam
which measures 60* by 80'=4800 square feet There are no
center columns and the roof heights are 11 '6" ami 9'.
It was suggested that this could be used for office space.
There was another suggestion that it could be used for the
Adult Education courses.
There was some concern if there were definite plans for this
building. It was suggested that there be definite plans made
before making any kind of decision.
MCR 74: Moved by Gerald Sharrow, seconded by Mike
Mitchell. Topurchase the building originally scheduled tobe
the new Sears building located in Potsdam, New York, as per
attached memorandum. Cost to purchase this building will be
$22,000.00 U.S.
The building measures 60" x 80' = 4800 sq. ft. with ceiling
measurements of 1116" x 9'.
A Butler building of comparable size purchased from Me-
nards in Cornwall would cost approximately $120,000. to
$144,000. Recorded Vote: In favor -6, For -2 Abstentions -2.
CARRIED.
It was reported that $85,000. that was committed to Council
but was never collected from Mount Sinai will now be paid
back. This was some of the money that contributed to the
deficit
Education: Angie reported that Ernie Benedict has some real
concerns,about this. It was questioned if Ernie should repre-
sent Akwesasne in this area.
Mary questioned if Bill C-31 students were covered directly
through DIAND. Mike stated the pot didn't get bigger but the
request did.
MCR 75: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by Tim Th-
ompson. That Mr. Ernie Benedict speaks on behalf of the
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne before the Standing
Committee on Indian Affairs in regards to the policy on Post-
Secondary Education. CARRIED.
MCR 76: Moved by Mary David, seconded by Mike Mitch-
ell. To accept the Interpretation By-Law, as per attached.
CARRIED.
MCR 77: Moved by John Lazore, seconded by Angie Bar-
nes. To accept the amended Wildlife Conservation By-Law,
as per attached. CARRIED.
Lloyd along with Paul Williams, Lawyer.have reviewed this
by-law. Lloyd had a concern about everyone having to obtain
a permit There were provisions for trapping that means
everybody has to have a permit for trapping. There again will
be a problem with this situation where many of Akwesasne's
trapper eat what they catch. He suggested if there were
commercial people that are selling then they are required to
obtain a permit. Then it will be up to Council to determine the
cost of the permit
He justified there are two (2) by-laws that have to be ac-
cepted. One will be sent to DIAND in Ottawa and the other
to Mohawk Nation Council.
Lloyd stated there has to be a decision on when the fishing
season is going to be. To decide when the season will open
and close. According to the law no other authority or persons
can enforce this law unless there is prior approval of MCA.
Lloyd added there* should be community awareness made of
t h i s . ' • • ' ' . ' • " • * • " ' " . i n n " .-•• . • • : • •

MCR 78: Moved by Mike Mitchell, seconded by Angie
Barnes. Whereas the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne is a
Community Government within the Mohawk Territory of
Akwesasne;
Whereas the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs is the historic
National Government of the Mohawk people;
therefore, be it resolved that this.amended Wildlife Conser-
vation By-Law be accepted with the Interpretation By-Law
by the Mohawk Nation as a Community Law for the protec-
tion and preservation of all wildlife within the Mohawk
territory of Akwesasne. CARRIED.
U.S. Land Claims: Tim reported that the Mohawks of
Akwesasne have terminated the land claims negotiations
with the state of New York on April 27,1989, which now
means everything will be going straight to court
The lawyers will be meeting on Monday, May 1,1989. to
prepare all legal papers for the court action.
The Mohawk Land Claims Press Release was read over.
Lloyd said PASNY, Electric Company said they would pay
$2 million in investments and these investments would be
$250,000. per year. It is identical to $2 million.
Tim stated the lawyers had said it would take six (6) to eight
(8) weeks to have all the papers ready, then everything will
break loose. The lawyers have requested mat the three (3)
Councils have public meetings.
Mike then referred to a story in the Standard-Freeholder
about the customs' renovations going to takeplace; As MCA
stands now they will not be allowed to go ahead.
Mike pointed out in the terms of property, they are saying
they have no money but then questioned how they can get
money to re-do their building. Andy Lalonde, Supervisor,

Cornwall Port would like to meet to discuss this further.
A letter from Brian Maracle, President of Maracle Commu-
nications was read aloud. Mr. Maracle is writing to secure the
permission of the MCA to operate a business in Akwesasne.
He is a member of the Six Nations Indian Band near
Brantford, Ontario. He is a writer and consultant and special-
izes in media contract work on native issues. The business
will be located in the home of a Council member on Cornwall
Island. N

It was suggested that this be referred to the Membership
Board along with Lloyd looking into this further, possibly
speak to Brian himself to find Out more information.
MCR 79: Moved by John Lazore, seconded by Angie Bar-
nes. To rescind MCR 1989/90 - 40: May 14,1989, designated
as a day of appreciation for our elders. ,
There seems to be a mix up about this whole issue. There
needs to be more planning. It was suggested that a committee
be formed to work on this,
MCR 80: Moved by Mary David, seconded by Dave
Benedict To recognize the Planning Committee of Elder's
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the stattMofsoils on Cornwall Island.

Barnes. CARRIED.
MCR 81: Moved by Mary David, seconded by Angie Bar-
nes. That the monies be re-allocated by the Mohawk Council
of Akwesasne to construct a public boat launch and docking
facilities on Cornwall Island and Sriye. CARRIED.
MCR 82: Moved by Angie Barnes, seconded by Tim '
Thompson. To accept the General Meeting minutes dated

April 1,1989, as per attached* CARRIED.
Carolyn Fbncis, community member &om GjrtwiU]
was, present to address some concerns about _ 1
establishments. Sh« reported thai mere U a ptoteitMnedu^
for this afternoon and urged everyone to attend. Meeting
finished at 12 noon. '.•-•- ™ ,
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From: Mohawk council of Akwesasne
Date: May K U 9 8 9 .
Re;. iilft

The Mohawk Q3dncil'dfV*kkwesasne wishes to convey to
the residents of Akwesasne their concerns on the
resolution passed at the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council
meeting held on May 6th. The resolution moved by Eli
Tarbell and seconded by Roberta Garrow stated that the
health facility was to be constructed within the tribal
complex area along Rte. 37. References were also made
to service only U.S. residents- This resolution was passed
with a vote of 67 for and 19 against

The concerns the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has
over this, proposed health facility construction is that the
efforts of the Task Force on Joint Facilities Initiatives,
has been seriously jeopardized. It further provides a threat
of division of 6ur people and a re-surfacing of the old
attitude of U.S. Mohawks versus Canadian Mohawks.
Over the past several years, many people and programs
have gone above the borders to try and serve all of
Akwesasne as one. This has been a major component in
all negotiations and discussions with federal and provincial
and state officials-when seeking additional programs and
services for Akwesasne.
It is our belief that the health of our Mohawk people at

Akwesasne is a major responsibility which we need to
seriously protect,'nurture and continue its development.
To divide and undermine an initiative such as a joint
health facility and the combining of our financial and
human resources would be a great step backward in our
progress toward the unification of this community.

It is very disheartening to hear community members
make statements-such as "we have been looking after the
Canadian Mohawks too long anyway". This leads us to
believe that there are some people in our community who
are committed to dividing the Mohawks more than ever
before. We could clarify such statements by pointing out
that all residents of Akwesasne who possess alternate
medical insurances such as OHIP or QHIP provide their
cards so that the tribal health program collects third party
revenues. This contributes to the tribal health care
program. Also, when the original health program received
its funding, the population base utilized by the health
program included that of the Akwesasne territory on the
"Canadian" side. That population base and our clients
seen at the Sweetgrass Manor Clinic is included today for
continued funding from Indian Health Services. However,
such information is not realized by many residents and as
such, negative attitudes and statements are made. The sad
part of it is that many people obviously believe and
support that attitude.
Over the past year, a Task Force comprised of Mohawk

Council Social Development and Health Staff and the St.
Regis Tribal Heahb'Program was mandated to develop and
structure a joint health facility which would serve the total
population of Akwesasne. This Task Force was further
mandated to investigate a suitable location, the design of
the facility, the program within the facility and how both
sides could work together to combine our financial and
health and human resources. The Task Force was in
discussion and development of a community wide survey
which,7w9^1be1faj;e^(l)oii§eJ)to,,house in every jfisfrlet of
Akwesasne to present all the information and facts
regarding the Joint Initiative and the pros and cons of each
potential site for the health facility. This process would
have provided the people of Akwesasne an opportunity to
be informed of the health facility initiatives and to
participate in the location of the site. Now, that
participation and community involvement has been taken
away. v

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has already secured
a committment from Health and Welfare Canada to obtain
a grant of $2.5-$3 million for the purpose of constructing
an Akwesasne Medical Facility. Further negotiations are
continuing with the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec for a
Chronic-Care Facility which would contribute an
additional $4 million. With the funding from the St.
Regis Mohawk Tribal Council, a budget of close to $6
million dollars would be realized for a health facility
which could incorporate an ambulance service, additional
medical exam and treatment space and specialized
programs for all of our community.

In addition to working together toward the Joint Health
Plan and Health Facility, the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne has assisted the St. Regis Mohawk Health
Services in increasing the number of clients serviced by
the SRMHS by including the patients who are seen by
our medical staff at Akwesasne Medical.Clinic at the
Sweetgrass Manor. This mutual cooperation has only
served to benefit both health programs. Both Councils
operate a limited health care service very often duplicating
each other. Bdth programs have agreed in the past that a
combmed effort would better serve all the residents and we
would be in a position to address specific health care
needs in a manner that has never been done before. The
point is, that with limited staff and resources, both health
services have had to rely on each others support in the
past. The resolution passed on May 6th seriously
jeopardizes any further cooperation and joint initiatives.

We recognizethefact mat many people who were in
attendance at the meeting were really there to support the
gambling institution if it came up for discussion. Have
we come to the point of community instability where the
people whose primary concern is the gambling
institutions would now make decisions affecting all the
community;

We must-strive to ensure that we as Mohawk people
remain united over basic community concerns such as
health, education, environment and social matters and not
allow these issues fe beosed as pawns by individuals and
special interest groups who-are not making informed,
educated decisions on behalf of the total community. We
must nofcaHdtf tJ»ewIi$weSjto be,golitical tools for any
group who has not considered the total community
welfare. -
It is our belief tharattio£A*wesasne health needs would

be best service*** joining otir p u r e e s and treating pur
cpm.muiutx.iliein.bera.as one^yeisus dividing our families
and serviSfScause of politics, the border and now

and individual to see if we can
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Micmac Radio Planned

With a goal of assisting in the preservation of Micmac
culture the newly formed Gespegawag Communications
Society on the Restigouche reserve in eastern Quebec has
initiated plans to build a radio broadcasting facility to begin
operations this fall.

Gespegawag (meaning people of the Gespe) Society
members are seeking assistance in the realization of its plans.

The Gespegawag Society does not have extensive finan-
cial resources but feels the fall start date can be realized with
community support and the dedication of Society members.
Topping its list of priorities will be broadcasting over the

airwaves in Micmdb, with a particular emphasis on cultural
programs and native music as well as local, regional and
national Indian news.

The proposed radio facility has tentatively reserved call
letters CMAC; it will broadcastonan FM frequency of 106.9.

Its service population will include not only Restigouche,
with a population of 1,700, but the nearby New Brunswick
city of Cambellton. There are over 18,000 Micmacs on 29
reserves throughout Atlantic Canada.

Presently, the area has an AM radio station but does not
offer any native programming. There is no FM facility in the
region.
Gespegawag Society member Donna Isaac is determined to

change that.
Ms. Isaac will begin work at Restigouche this summer on the
radio project by giving CMAC structure and direction. She
will also assist in the constructing of the station and the
securing of equipment needed to begin broadcasting.

Ms. Isaac recently visited the Akwesasne Communica-
tions Center to examine how the Mohawks manage CKON
Radio.

Now in its fifth year of operation, CKON Radio has
established itself as an integral part of the lives of the 8,500
residents of Akwesasne; an achievement Isaac would like to
duplicate at Restigouche.

CKON, using its own experiences, was able to offer Isaac
technical advice as well as assistance in organizing, news
gathering, cultural programming and fundraising. CKON
said it would continue to help CMAC when asked to do so.
Isaac said plans called for four hours of broadcasting daily

on CMAC, gradually increasing to 18 hours. She said
programs would be offered in Micmac. Music styles would
range from country to rock.

While in Akwesasne, Isaac also visited the offices of
Akwesasne Notes. After listening to Ms. Isaac's plans and
encouraged by her optimism Notes agreed to print a list of
materials needed by CMAC in the hopes its readers might be
able to assist this project.
The listof equipment needed by CMAC includes: typewrit-

ers, office supplies, a photo copier, an Apple SE computer, all
varieties of music tapes and albums (both lp's and 45's),
native music albums and tapes, headphones and speakers.

Readers interested in helping CMAC go on the air can
<.. donate the materials listed above through Akwesasne Notes.

Please address all donations of equipment: Donna Isaac,
CMACj; Radio, c/o Akwesasne Notes, Mohawk Nation, Box
196, Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683.
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The PC1640 l j the computei with buili-in expansion boards' Supcxx mon
ochrome, CGA and EGA graphics included.. Just purchase the monitor 10
match your budget! '
Included:
• MSOOS V3.2 • Digital Research.Inc.'t GEMdesktop and GEMpa.m • Locomo-
tive Basic • Pop-up ctock/c»lertd»r/alarm • Pop-up calculator • "Point and click"
software • Monochrome (Hercules*) built in • CGA color graphics bui'i >n • EGA
graphics buill in • High res (up to640 • 350 lines) • 8086 processor IS Mhi. 640*.
16 Bit) * 2-button mouse * 3 expansion slots • Serial end parallel ports • Loud-
speaker with volume control • Joystick port • Socket lor 8087 math co-proces-
sor • "XT"TW style keyboard * 360K8 double-sided (loppy drive • Optional
second lloppy drive or 20MB hard drive • User manual -Expandable to work m
network environment (or multi-tasking

GET THE WORKS TODAY

Cpmpletgly^jmazing. Amazingly Complete.
Acccsowarc Services

Everything you and your computer need...
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