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NATIVE AMERICAN
DAY AT MOHAWK

SCHOOL
In Honor of Native American Day, a number of activities
w ere held at the St. Regis Mohawk School in Hogansburg.

Mr. Brad Bonaparte, of the North American Traveling
C ollege, coordinated a special program on Native American

ing on May 4. He instructed the children on how to do
,e Alligator, Duck and Robin DAnces, and then invited them
join in. Everyone enjoyed all of the dances. He was
sis ted by Kenny Perkins, Leroy David, Glenn Swamp and
;llaJock.
eatured in the program was Mrs. Jean Herne and some of
r Mohawk students, Cody Back, William Arquette, Jon-

athan Bucktooth, Heather Lazore, John Deer, and Dawn
5 chrak. Cody Back performed in the Eagle Dance, while the
I roup did the Welcome or Round Dance. Everyone who
\ wished joined in these dances as well.
Also featured in the program, were Ms. McLean's speech

; tudents, Dawn Bero, Morgan David, Teiothorake Seymour,
haron Oakes, Faith Square, George Tarbell, Stacey Lazore,
nd Lindsay Gray.
Basket makers demonstrated their craft for the children

rom 10 am until 12 noon on that day also. They were
osephine Angus, Cecelia Smoke and Louise Bigtree.
Ms. Kathy Burkett and a group of her students entertained
Hir Senior Citizens with Square Dancing during the day.
To commemorate Native American Day and Conservation
)ay, Norway Spruce Trees donated by the NLY. S. Dept of
Environmental conservation, were planted on the school
grounds. Mr. Brian Cole and Mr. Kenneth Jock from the St.
legis Mohawk Environmental Program were on hand to
peak with the children and plant our trees.
Everyone enjoyed all of the activities of the day. We are
nost grateful to al 1 of the people that came to help uscelebrate
he day and thank them for donating their time,
"elicia Jock, Community-School Liaison.

ONE-THIRD OF
ALL NATIVE

AMERICANS DIE
BY AGE 45,

EXPERT
TESTIFIES

LOCAL SCHOOLS
PROMOTE CULTURE

Local schools have intensified their efforts to promote the
understanding of native culture here in Akwesasne. As paft
of their observance of Heritage Week, several local schools
held Native American Cultural Awareness Days.

Many high-profile community members took time out to
visit the schools and share their knowledge with our young
people. They came form all walks of life and gave the
students a solid representation of the variety of opportunities
available to them upon graduation. They also gave the kids
inspiration to find out more about their people.

Salmon River Central's two-day program was held on
Monday, May 8th, and Tuesday May 9th. Itbegan with a tree
planting ceremony by Chief Jake Swamp in front of the
Elementary Cafeteria. Jake explained the significance of the
tree planting and importedadeeperunderstandingof the need
for peace and respect for nature.

Other guests at Salmon River included Onondaga Chief
Oren Lyons, Mohawk Chief Tom Porter, Ray Fadden, Judy
Swamp, Elizabeth Perkins, Cecelia Mitchell, environmental-
ists Jim Ransom and Kenny Jock, Vaughn Aldrich, Brad
Bonaparte, and St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council Chiefs
Harold Tarbell and Brenda Lafrance.
Their topics covered everything from Iroquois legends and

medicine to tribal politics and careers in the legal profession.
There were also demonstrations throughout the day on

lacrosse stick making, basketmaking, and traditional dress
and jewelry. The North American Indian Travelling College
sent along an exhibit of their educational materials and a few
of their singers and dancers. Many of the students were
encouraged to wear traditional dress throughout the event.
The Native American Cultural Days were part of Salmon's

efforts to strengthen the Native American Awareness and
content in the educational curriculum. Dave White and
Karen White of the Title IV program are to be commended for
their efforts, as well as School Superintendent Robert Jaeger
and Director of Instruction Ann Marie FitzRandolph.
Many of the same types of activities occurred at the St. Regis

Mohawk School in Hogansburg, the Chenial School in Snye,
the Akwesasne Mohawk School on Cornwall Island, and the
SL Regis Village School in SL Regis.
Organizers told Indian Time that Heritage Week at all of the

schools was a big success and future events are planned on an
annual basis.

ASHINGTON- More than one-third of all American
dians die before reaching the age of 45, a figure three times
e national average, a government health care analyst
tified Monday.

At the same time, the agency entrusted with Indian
ealth care is riddled with fraud and mismanagement,
ncluding misuse of thousands of dollars in travel expenses
t four of the agency's 12 offices, a federal investigator told a
pectal Senate committee.

"I look at these death rates," Sen. Tom Daschle, D-
.D., said, "and if I were somebody living on the

i eservation, I'd just be appalled. I'd be outraged."
Chairman Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., also

icorched the Indian Health Service for failing to cooperate
vith the committee investigation. .

But Everett Rhoades, Indian Health Service director,
net with reporters after the hearing and defended his agency,
vhich spends $1 billion annually to provide health care to
he 900,000 Indians who live on or near reservations.

Rhoades said infant mortality rates and other
neasurements of health on reservations are actually
mproving. But he said the agency does not have the money
o provide all the health care needed on reservations.

"We're rationing out health care out there," he said.
I'm the person who has to say that we will not pay for the
iver transplant for that 3-year-old girl, and that 3-year-old
irl will die."

Denise Dougherty, an analyst With tlft
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, listed a
(variety of causes that lead to high death rates among Indians
compared to the general population.

Indians are more than four times as likely to die
From liver disease, almost three times as likely to die from
accidents, almost three times as likely to be the victim of a
lomicide and more than twice as likely to die from

uemonia, diabetes and kidney failure, she said.
Dougherty said the root of many of the severest

health problems is alcohol abuse. She said the Indian
Health Service spends only 3 percent of its budget on
(alcohol abuse programs.

Despite some improvement, infant mortality rates
remain significantly
higher than average among Indians, Dougherty said, while
the suicide rate is 60 percent higher than that of the general
population.

Dr. Bruce Nicholson, an Indian Health Service
physician, said that on Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, "mere were four deaths by Russian Roulette alpne"
in six months.

Nicholson and John .Gobert, another IHS physician,
said many of the doctors employed by the agency are
incompetent. Gobert cited a temporary employee other
physicians referred to as the "belly button" doctor.

"His method of treatment was to take a cotton ball,
dip it in mineral water and stick it in the navel," said
Gobert, adding that the physician worked at a South Dakota
reservation for only a few days.

Larry D. Morey, a deputy inspector general for the
Department of Health and Human Services, said his
investigation of the health services has led him to believe
that "systematic and pervasive" fraud exists within the
fluency** • • - ' " .

In Bemedji, Minn., the director of the area office
and four members of his staff were indicted for misusing
thousands of dollars for unvouchered travel/

Investigations of similar problems are pending in
Aberdeen, S.D., Oklahoma City and Albuquerque, N.M.,
offices, Morey said. , «, . «= • ,

In Albuquerque, Indian Health Service officials
spent $70,000 from a limited fund for alcohol abuse
programs on a five-day visit to a resort attended by about 50
employees and two Indian leaders.

Some of fhe money was spent on "massage
services," according to Ken BaUen, counsel for the special
committee. .

Rhoades defended the trip as aworthwhile education
and training seminar on the problems of alcohol abuse. The
other cases "have been isolated, separate incidents," Rhoades
said. ' . ' -' . '.. .' ','••
Source: Knight-Ridder News Service

CANDIDATES FOR TRIBAL
ELECTIONS NOMINATED

AT CAUCUS

On Saturday, April 13 the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Coun-
cil held the annual caucus to accept nominations for chief and
sub-chief.

Lincoln White was nominated by Rudy Hart, Jr. for chief.
Donald Cook seconded.

Rosemary Bonaparte was nominated by Emily Tarbell and
seconded by Edward Smoke, Jr., for the position of Tribal
Chief.

James Ransom was nominated for sub-chief by Leona
Barnes. His nomination was seconded by Caroline Francis.

Steve Cook was nominated for sub-chief by Beverly
Papineau and seconded by Roberta Garrow.

Tribal elections will be held on Saturday, June 3,1989, and
are open to all enrolled tribal members 18 years old and older.

Bush's Brother Says He'll Tell
President About Reservation

Gambling
CANTON NY (AP) Mohawk Indians have been assured by
George Bush's brother that the President will hear their
complaints about gambling and corruption on the St. Regis
Mohawk Reservation.
Jonathon Bush, who was in Canton Thursday April 27,1989
to speak to the St. Lawrence Republican Party, was met by a
group of Mohawks carrying protest signs accusing Demo-
cratic Gov. Mario Cuomo of tolerating widespread illegal
gambling, slot machines and corruption on their reservation.
"That's why we need a Republican governor," said Bush,

finance chairman of the state Republican Party.
'The governor is telling the state police to keep a hands-off

policy," Chief Harold Tarbell told Bush. "We need to clean
up our community. A lot of people are living in fear:"
"That is not true," State Police Maj. Ronald Brooks, com-

mander of Troop B, said of the allegation that Cuomo told
police not to stop the gambling. "We have gone into the
reservation twice and seized slot machines. As far as any
further activity there, it is a police decision and I cannot
comment further."
"I am not saying that we are not aware that (slot machines)

are there," said Brooks. " "Iamnotawareofanyorderfrom
the governor that we are not to enforce the law."
Cuomo spokesman Thomas Conroy also denied Friday that

the governor had made any such directive to State Police.
Grand Chief Brenda Lafrance said gambling hall owners on

the reservation employ their own armed security people who
have mstUled a sense of fear throughout the reservation.
Bush told the group that he wasn't familiar with the gam-

bling problem on the reservation and asked them to send him
information.
Bush told protesters they ought to ask their congressional

andjtate representatives to investigate the problem..
But later the same evening, US. Rep. David O'B. Martin, a

Republican from Canton, said he had no intention of getting
involved in the issue.
"I have enough to do," he said. "This is a state matter."
State Sen. John McHiigh said he<k)esnot underatand why

the State Pohcecaniwtgdbacktou^rcse^tionand enforce
die law as they have previously.
"Ifthey could do it once, I don^understand why they can't

do it again," he said. :
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"CB Radio, Uzi, 3,000 Rounds of Ammo, Suntan Lotion...
Yeah, we're ready for the State Boys!"

These young Kahnawake men are only two of the many individuals hired by gambling
interests at Akwesasne to protect the slot machines from a rumored state police raid.

Moments after this picture was taken on May 15, the individuals shown above called to their
"headquarters", referred to as the "Madhouse ", asking what to do. They were instructed to pursue
the photographer. •

A chase ensued but the hired guards broke off tailing the photographer, a Mohawk from
Akwesasne.

SLOT CONTROVERSY HEATS UP
AKWESASNE- In an attempt to close the illegal gambling
establishments in Akwesasne, two St. Regis Mohawk Tribal
Council Chiefs ordered the shutting off of the public water
system to two of the casinos last Wednesday, May 10.

On Tuesday, May 16, the water was turned back on after
the move Was criticized for going against the official water-
line policy.

Tony's Vegas International and Hart's Palace had their
water shut off on orders from chiefs Harold Tarbell and
Brenda Lafrance last week. Bear's Den owner and President
of the Mohawk Chamber of Commerce Eli Tarbell told
reporters that he had received a warning from the tribe that he,
too, wouldfaceawatershutoff if he didn'tclose his gambling
department

Tarbell complained that the two chiefs were acting as dic-
tators. He told the Daily Courier-Observer that his business
was in compliance with all federal regulations, and was
quoted as saying, "but I'm not in compliance with tribal laws
because of our dumb-ass chiefs, and I mean Brenda Lafrance
and Harold Tarbell."

Meanwhile, T.V.I. reported business as usual despite the
lossof water. Manager Al Jacobs told CKON that water was
being trucked in.

"We'll do whatever we can to make sure our employees are
properly taken careof. Wedohavemostly Native Americans
working here and they're only hurting their own people when
they do that," Jacobs said.

"Right now they're working, they're off welfare and these
people want them to go back on welfare. That's the main
thing," he added.

Eli Tarbell told reporters that he would share water from
one of his three wells with the neighboring T.V.I. Hart's
Palace would also convert to wells also, he said.

Tribal environmentalist James Ransom told Indian Tune
thathewasconcemedaboutmepossibility of the wells being
contaminated from sewage runoff and gasoline from Bear's
Den. He said testsshouldbeconducted to assure they're safe.

The decision to turn the water back on to the casinos
divided chiefs Brenda Lafrance and Harold Tarbell.

Lafrance and chief David Jacobs signed a memo Tuesday
ordering water restored.

James Ransom said the move was to honor the written
policy that had taken over a year to develop
Harold Tarbell said he would see to it that an ammendment

to the policy will be made in the future to allow the chiefs to
deny water to any establishment that breaks the law.

"I believe my actions were perfectly justifiable. I'mgoing
to do everything in my power to shut them down," he said.

Lafrance and Tarbell were recently the targets of a "scan-
dal sheet" accusing them of being heavily involved in illegal
drug abuse and trafficking. At least two casino owners were
seen handing the sheets outat their places of business, Tarbell
said.

Over the weekend, rumors began to circulate that New
York State Police were planning a major raid on the casinos.
No raid took place despite the usual patrols of the reserve by
troopers.

Many residents were angered by the presence of a number
of individuals that they say are trying to intimidate the police
from moving on the slots. They have been sighted at various
locations on the reserve and maintain radio contact over
channel 38 on the citizen's band.

One of these individuals, identified as a local Mohawk,
followed a state trooper 10 the Partridge House after a break-
in was reported. He wasquoted as saying he had "orders from
higher up," to escort the state police off the reserve.

It was not confirmed if these individuals had been hired by
the casino owners, but sources told Indian Time that they
were based out of a store on EliTarbell's Bear's Den property
and were being paid $500 a week to patrol the reservation.

T.V.I, owner Tony Laughing told Indian Time that he had
not beefed up security at his casino.

"We have seven security officers. Three of them have
pistol permits," he said. "We have not increased security."

Laughing noted that all of them are residents of Akwesasne
and that none of them had any training. When asked if they
had orders to stop state troopers in the event of a raid,
Laughing said,"We're not here to stop the state police."

FIRE DESTROYS RESTAURANT IN
ASHWAUGENON

Ashwaubenon,W& (AP) A fire early Saturday, April 29
causedabOQt$l0G,Q0&datnage to a restaurant here just hours
after authorities evacuated die Oneida Indians bingo hall
because of a bomb threat, authorities said.
The fire at PrimeQoarter Steak House was reported at about

3 am.andwiabmaghtwnder control about two hours later,
the Department of Pubtic Safety reported.
The fhie decoyed inosto^^

two-year-oU Waunnt and caused heavy smoke and heat
damage to the rest of the building, the department said.
The causeof^ blaze remained under investigation today.

Earlier,:'jbe Department of Public Safety was forced to
" tSObbingoplayersatthe Irene Moore Activity

\b^theOi^da tribe after authorities received

Officers evacuated the building about 10 pm Friday,
brought in a Brown County Sheriff's dog to look for explo-
sives and then allowed people back into the building about 11
pm when no bomb was found, authorities said.
"We have increased security and will keep the hall open,"

said Bobbi Webster, communications director for the
Oneida.
Ms. Webster said today she wasn't sure whether the person

who called in the bomb threat mentioned anything regarding
thecontroversial spearfishing of the Chippewa tribe in north-
em Wisconsin.
"I wasn't aware of what the caller said, except that there was

a bomb in the building," she said.
I t 's possible all this precipitated from all the press associ-

ated with the spearfishing by the Chippewa and the protests."
she said.

& • • • • • ' •

if Wi

&:^k

p
IS


