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Salli Benedict Goes North
alii Benedict was one of eight Canadian writers chosen

to participate in the Baffin Island writers-project this year.
Among the other writers chosen were Minnie Freeman, an

Inuk person from Edmonton, Margo Kane, an Indian ac-
tress, FredWah, Rudy Wieke and Dennis Lee (of Fraggle
Rock fame).
The Baffin Writers Project sent writers north to Canada's

Baffin Island to encourage Inuit people to sue the written
word. .' .-.
Salli is known for her writing of children's books, poetry,

and short stones. She is included in Native Anthologies
such as New Voices from the Longhouse, edited by Joseph
Bruchac which includes the poetry, songs and short stories
of many other Akwesasne writers like Dave Back, Danny
Thompson, and Alex Jacobs. She is included in several
other Anthologies, A Gatherin Of Spirit, Earth Power
Coming, and Worlds of Literature. ,
Salli may also be remembered for two films she produced

at the Akwesasne Museum shich she scripted and includes
the talent of many Akwesasne people. •—
Salli was sent to Iqaluit and Cape Dorset settlements on

southern Baffin Island. These are northern settlements
which are comprised mostly of Inuit (formerly known as

Eskimo). The language spoken by these people is referred
to as Innuktitut. People use a syllabic system to write their
native language.

Salli spoke in the schools and encouraged the young
people to write their stories both fiction and non-fiction, in
their own language. She encouraged them to write about
their communities, to write poetry, and to record their oral
history, and legends.
Salli brought much of Akwesasne with her on her 14 day

stay in the north. She shared Indian Time newspaper with
the community and showed off the Salmon River Varsity
Hockey team's picture to the younsters there. She Shared
Akwesasne Notes with many people. Some young Inuit
people have considered sending their poetry to be included
in the poetry pages of the Akwesasne Notes.

From the Akwesasne Museum, Salli brought two films,
and a video about Akwesasne along with the Museums
basketry book, and flyer on Akwesasne Artists. These
demonstrated the need for skilled writers for script and
bvook writing. From the museum, also came two slide
productions; one about Henry Arquette's basket making,
and the other with Pam Brown and Gail General making
cornhusk dolls. The scripts for these slide shows are another
form of Akwesasne writing. Th6 museum also sent ex-
amples of S weetgrass basketry to the people who have never

seen our accomplishments in this traditional art.
Akwesasne Notes 1983 and 1981 calendars gave Inuit

people ideas about combining a story with Native Artwork
in a calendar and John Faddens' beautiful artwork was
widely appreciated
The North American Indian Travelling College sent Cal-

endars, and films about Akwesasne to show the Inuit. The
photographs of our Mohawk children have now travelled
two thousand miles away, Rasanes Pembleton, and Sam
Redeye, and others will be remembered by the north.
CKON radio sent their cultural radio series to the north.

They sent the 13 week Elders New Voice series, which
included the teachings of Francis Boots, Tom Porter, Ernest
Benedict, A1111 Jock, Tony Barnes, Edgar Jock, Danny
Thompson, Julius Cook, Georgia Thomas, and Christina
Jock.
The series will be used at their Teaching, Learning Center,

and Iqaliut Radio.
Reverand John Maracles' article in Christianity Today

called the "Lost Nations" was popular among the Pentecos-
tal followers in the full Gospel Church., Many of the
Pentecostal Inuit people have been to Bible Conferences in
northern Quebec where they have met Ross Maracle, the son
of Andrew Maracle who used to preach at the Mohawk
assembly of God in Hogansburg some years ago.
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It's a small world!
Salli also brought with her the Title Seven cultural material

that was produced around 1980 by our Akwesasne people
and now the work of John Thomas, Glory Cole, Sarah
Garrow, Louise Cook, Marlene Garrow, Christina Jock,
Catherine Cook, Donna Cole, Helen Edwards, and others
have met the north.
Florence Benedict sent some of her basketry to show and

give to the InuiL Thebasketmaking film with Mary Adams,
and Margaret Terrance was popular. The film borrowed
from the Akwesasne Library called" A Portrait of a Reser-
vation" was viewed. It featured Ista Garrow, Danny Th-
ompson, Katsi Cook, and Julius Cook. The Inuit People

* were told of how our basketmakers were awarded a New
York State Governors Award.

Salli brought with her an apple pie baked by her sister,
Becky, andraisin bread from her aunt MaritaSkidders. Salli
was given shirts by many area organizations to give the Inuit
people.
Salli wore her arena shirts everyday. Spread the word!
Salli also shared Akwekon Magazine with Inuit writers

and showed off the works of Alex Jacobs and Danny
Thompson.

The Salmon River Varsity Hockey Team would like to thank
all the people, all businesses, organizations and all who

contributed in helping make their trip to Finland
and Sweden a great success!
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