Introduction To
Creatiom Story

When you read this Iroquois Mohawk Creation
story, I hope that you will hear in mind that all races
«f the world have Creation stories This particular one
Hefongs 1o the Mohawk

I'he Creator gave it to us It is nota garage sale or se-
dond hand story, 1t is Mohawk through and through
Sunmeames, it is funay and hard to believe 1t it s fun-
v then taugh The once thing Hask you to do s realize
that the Creation story of b races of people through
ut the world are equally s funny and hard to behieve
as well When human besngs Laagh the Greator s pleas-
od .

JHE CREATION OF HUMAN BEINGS

15 sand that after all life forms were ercated the very last hfe
fhrms 10 be created were the human beings. Teromahwakon
pok from the rich soil of the rivers edge some clay and he
began tomold this clay into a form that resembled himselfand
his grandmother. He made one female and one male  After
cpmpleung these dolls he built a fire and knew thathe must
firc or bake them, that they may have life. Ttisunderstood that
cpch Life has a fire burning within allindividuals That is the
sprrit or soul. When this individual fire goes oul, the body
will become cold and lifeless and in today’s terms we call it
death. Now Terontahwakon takes the pair of human figures
and places them into the fire to be baked  Because the twins
ngver created humans before, they didn’t know exactly what
wp do. So Teromakwakon left the parr of human figure dolls
the fire L()O“mg. When he pulled themout they were burnt.
Mheir bodies were black and their hawr was anged from the
re Soitisthat the first human beings created were the black
people Now Teronuhwakon picked up the black dolls and
he blew 1nto the mouths of the black dolls three consecutive
ymesand the eyes of the black dolts began tomove and blink...
Soon the dolls arms and legs started tomove - Soitisthe black
people wha were the first of the human beings to be created.
The next human dollssthay were made were made by
Sawiskara. Sawiskara took the foam from the scaand mixed
withother things and soon there were aset ol dolls both man
and woman. Sawiskara then placed the dolls he made into the
fire to be baked, but he didn’t want the dolls to be black lke
hat happened to Teronshwakon. They were i the fire a
short ime and Sawiskara pulled them out. The tme was not
¢ng enough and they came out only half cooked. The shin
of the dolls was white and the harrcame outyellow The eyes
ere greenish blue and they looked very fragile Sawiskara
cked up like Teronahwakon, and blew in}?; mouths ot

¢ dolls, but nothing happened  He tned ggam and sull
shing happened Sawiskara then asked hudhrather to help
m.  Onc would tunk that because of the treatment
hwickhra gave ta Teroniahwakon, he would not help s
other.  No, Teronahwakon was always lorgiving and
cked up Sawiskara’s hunyn dolls, blew into thewr mouths
ree umes, and the ()Mccumc ahive, The white race thus
as bom or created. Not Teromaliwakon agam was not sat-
fied and so hie picked up from the river hank some moreclay
1d molded another human figure that resembled hmsclt.
roniahwakon then placed them mtw the fire for baking
his time he will momtor the firing somewhere in the
iddle of the black and white races finng tme

hen Teroniahwakon pulied them outof the fire the yellow
Astan race of people were ereated. Now Teromahwakon
slew three umes into the mouths of the fired dolis and they oo
sgan to have Iife movements Avthis pont the twias noticed
at the eyes of these humans wese slanted. Now Ter-
hiahwakon gathered from the river shore some red clay and
amn began molding human figures, the male ones resem-
ing his grandmother

hen he completed the dolls hie then placed themvinto the fire
be cured or Gired. Then Teroniahwakon pulled the dolls
Jit, hlew three breaths of life into the wouthsof the dolls. The
hlts immeduately began to blink their eyes afid move their
odies. These dolls had straight, dark, shny hair Their skin
as not burnt nos was 1t white, They were just right. Their
¢s were a dark brown or black So it was the Onkwehonwe
he North Amencan Indians) who were created,  Ter-
rahwakon was very pleascd. Albthe four races of people
lere created by the same parents. The Mother is the Earth,
d the Father is the Creator, Qur elders have saul thatin the
mily of humans, the white human will be the youngest
other. The younger brothes will always be cunoons and wall
t always hcar when his brother speaks. At H‘ns point |
buld like to make the example of a young child who s
ways adventurons. You can almost be certain the child wall
jthis or that when you are not Jooking. Soitisuptotheclder
others to always make sure the youngcrlbromcr doesn’tdo
ything to hurt himself. The four main races of |:|umzln
gins then began to multiply. The twin brothers still had
# lir frequent conflicts.
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One day when Teromahwakon was leisurcly wondering and-
adminng the now vast land he by chance ran into a being
whom he did not know. This being was also surprised to sce
Teromahwakon. The two just stood there looking at onc
another. Finally, Teroniahwakon asked the stranger who he
was and where he came [rom. The stranger said that he had
been here (orever and that he was the Creator of this Earth, In
order to sctile this disagreement they decided to have a
contest 1o see who had more power. This whole episode, of
course, is the first knowledge of Hatowi, which becomes the
grandfather to the human beings. Hatows is what 1s known
today as the wooden mask medicine socicty. I will not go
further with this section as we will discuss itin detail when we
talk about Hatowt later on. .

The time did pass on. The human begins did reproduce. The
landscape of the carth was given charactet and definite
idenuues. Al and all, cverything scemed satisfactory. Itis
said that Sonkwaiauison (Our Creator), then looked very
admirable upon the planet carth and the twins' accomphish-
ments. Sonkwaiatison then asked the Lwins if there was any-
thing that the creator could do for them. Immediately
Sawiskara responded to the Creator by saying “Creator, my
brother, Terontahwakon is always pestertng me.  He 1s
always laking things from me  Creator, I want you to put
somcthing between me and Teromahwakon.” .
Now it was Teroniahwakon’s turm to respornd to Sonkwaiati-
son. Teronighwakon didn’t respond right away.  Ter-
onizhwakon began to walk and geve very serious thought 1o
what Sonkwaiatison said.  Hours went by when finally
Teroniahwakon faced Sonkwaiatison and said, ** With the
power you gave to my brother and [, Tsee nothing lacking to
my nceds. If 1 should feel the pain of hiinger, all I nced to do
15 pick the wild potatoes and the multitude of berries and my
pans of hunger will go away. If I should become ill the
medicines are growing cverywhere. [ need only to pick them
and my stlness will go away. I{my throat were to become dry
with a great thirf I can go to any stream, brook, river, or lake
and dnink the clear, pure, fresh, cool water and my thirst will
be quenched. My Creator, 1 have no nced or request.
Everything I need 1satmy foot  All 1say to you my Creator
is Niawen (Thank you) and Watkononwaraton (Acknowl-
cdge by greetings and gratitude all in one thought) for afl the
hfe’that T have.”

Now Sawiskara became  very angry and jealous of Ter-
omiahwakon and Sawiskara then started a fight with Ter-
onjahwakon.

Sawiskara used a flint spear and Teromahwakon used the
antlers of the deer The fight was very vicious as Sawiskara
was very determined to defeat Téroniahwakon. The result of
the fight was in the favour of Teroniahwakon

Sky woman, the grandmother who always sided with
Sawiskara, became very angry and scolded Teroniahwakon
FFor the first ime Teronabwakon tost ns temper, grabbed his
grandmaother by the hawr and swung her around and around
until he let her go. Her body was thrown into the dark sky
where she 1s to this very day. Sky Woman, the grandmother
who always sided with Sawsskara, will be with Sawiskara
during the nights.  On rarc occasions she comes (o visit
Teroniahwakon during the day. Now after the big light,
Teroniahwakon didn’t kifl Sawiskara, but he cast him to the
side of the world thatas dark, or night - Sawiskara was given,
forevermore, the night ime to be his realm. That 1s why the
clders gay that at night tme it 1s 50 casy 1o get into rouble.
This section must not be confused with the European mind set
that there 1s evil or good. Sawiskara 1s mischievous, but he
also represents an essentiaf part of hfc, nightis usually when
mostchildrenare concerved  Nightis when our grandmother,
the moon orchestrates the human females’ monthly cycles.
My grandmotherused to say that L}mukcs nodifference if you
were of the black, red, white, or yeHow races. It made no dif-
jerence o you were the richest or poorest woman; even
Quceen Ehizabeth or Elizabeth Taylor were mescapable from
grandmother moon’s orchestrauon, Grandma Moon each
month says to the human females, “You must now discard
your old unpure blood (menstruation) and your body will
reproduce new blood which will be like making a new bed so
that abrand new human being can be conceived and born.” 1t
may be 1989, but the Mohawk people sull call the moon
grandmother as the Creator instructed her to be the “Grand-
mother” of all mothers. Her cycle 1s twenty-eight 10 thiny
days. If Grandmother Moon werc o quitshining youcan rest
assured that there will not ever be another baby borm to any
nation the world over. '

At this pownt Teroniahwakon 1s said to have become the sun,
This is precisely the reason that Mohawk and other Iroguois
nauons offer their sacred wobacco in prayer just as the dawn
iscoming. ILis at this point in time that is the most powerful.
The Creator instructed it be so. Also, I would like to mention
at this time that before Onionkwaonwe (sacred tobacco) is
burnt 4 an offering, 1t 1s proceeded by three cries or yells.
When each human race was created, it took three breaths of
life for life to begin. For this reason, three loud yells will

The sun, wi

reinstate out gratitude in a most humble way for that begin-
ning and continuing kife.
ulbr, Y

Vho s Balled our eldest brother, or Teroniahwakon,
was instrictsd (o shine his lightand give his energy. Itis said
that our efdest brother the sun begins his journey in the east
and travels to the west. As the brother sun travels no one can
avoid his light which is his eyes. He looks at each and every
Mohawk and what they are doing. He then goes to the
Oncida’s, to the Onondaga’s, 1o the Seneca’s, to the
Dakota’s, to the Pomo’s, and the Hoopa's. At the end of his
journey to the western most part of our land, the Creator waits
to hear the old brother Sun’s report. -
Now the Creator begins to separate the land as was requested
by Sawiskara. The Creator pulls apart a piece of land that
becomes known as Africa. There he places the human beings
that are black. The Creator then instructs them by giving
them songs, languages and ceremonies for that land. The f
Creator tells them that as long as they will follow those sacred
instructions that their life will be everlasting.

Now he puils away another large piece of land that becomes
known today as Europe. There the Creator places the human
begins that are white. The Creator gives the white human
beings songs, languages, and ceremonies. He instructs them
to always follow those instructions and they will have ever-
lasting life.

The Creator now pulls another large land mass away that
becomes known as Asia. There the Creator places the Asian
or Oriental people. The Creator instructs the Oriental people
10 always follow the instructions and they will also have
everlasting life.

Now the Creator decides to lcave the red race of Onk-
wehonwe people on the remaining land mass. He then gives
us, the Qionkwahowa, our songs, languages, and ceremonies.
The Creator told us to always follow his instructions and we
100 will have everlasting life,

"Now if each of the four major races of human beings do not

follow or do their original teachings (ceremonies), the life
forms of the universe will slowly cease 1o produce life and the
world and its people will die.

Now at this point I would ltke to make some explanations.
The instructions given 1o cach of these four races of human
beings by the Creator are on and the same, these ceremonies
are based on nature. When the people cease 10 do the
ceremonies for the hife of the trees, the spiritand power of the
trees will say that the people no longer need them and wil)
think the instructions given them by the Creator is finished
and complete, The same goes for the old Brother Sun, the
Mother Earth, the Grandmother Moon and etc.

In the English language, which comes from Latin and Greek,
the first day of the week is called Monday or Moon day, the
day called Sunday is set aside 10 have ceremonies for the sun.
In Africa these original instructions are still to be found. If a
rcal Mohawk and a real African were to exchange knowledge
one would think they are on and the same. The same 1s true
if you canfind a real whitc man, and a real yeliow man
{(Oriental). The reason I found this to be true is because L have
had the wonderful privilege to visit African and Oricntal
people whosstill follow their original teachings. There wasno
reluctance or fecling of mistrust. In fact, 1t {elt hike | knew
them for many years. There was a great sense of brotherhood.
When the elders say you will have everlasung life 1t does not
mean that [ will live one thousand years. It means that my
spirit and blood will be camed to my sons and daughters and
ete.

The Creation story divides the world 1nto two pans ihat are
connected: the world of day and world of night. The birth of
fife and the death of ife. The fecling of happiness; the fecling
of sadness. There 1s a harmony and it 1s this harmony that
creates life and the amount of peace 1n that life. The twin
brothers represent this world.  Both brothers have (o be
acknowledged for what they are and symbolize: the positive
and the negative. Without one the other will not work, Each
twin brother has control of half the world. Our job in life s
to acknowledge each with respect and appeasement  There
are 1wo scis of ceremonies; one that takes place only in the
day and another set that takes place only in the mght.

We must be always careful with our judgements and not
disfavor one twin over the other. Each twin’s power controls
half the world. If we were to offend one, then half the worlds
power will beagainstus. Our power is so small, we would not
stand a chance.  Harmony 1s the human position to our
universe.

Indian Time would like to thank Tom Porter
of the St. Regis Drug and Alcohol Division
for sharing this story with the people of
Akwesasne Niawenkowa, Sakokwenonkwas'

Many thanks also to John Fadden for the
beautiful illustrations Niawenkowa,
Kahionhes!
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ALTERNATIVES FOR

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDS

If ySu use? Abrasivé Scouring Powders, All-Purpose Clean-
ers, Ammonia - Try ipstead: 1) Bakin , borax, or table
salt sprinkled on a wet sponge 2) Liquid soap or.borax in 1 gt.
of iiof water 3) add vinegar or lemon juice to cut grease 4) Clean
often.

Ifyou use: Aerosols - Try instead: Use non-aerosol products
when possible: 1) Deodorants: rolf-ons, creams, sticks 2) Hair
Spray: sctting Iotion, gels 3) Shaving Cream: brush and shaving
s0aps. ’

If you use: Air Freshener - Try instead: 1) Set out a dish of
vinegar 2) Leave opened box of baking soda in rooms, closets,
or refrigerators 3) Open windows and air out home oftert 4)Use
fresh flowers, pine boughs, make sachets of fragrant herbs and
flowers.

If you use: Chlorine Bleach - Try instead: Use baking soda
or borax to whiten.

If you use: Drain Openers - Try instead: To prevent prob-
lems: 1) Use adrain strainer 2) Don’t pour grease down thé drain
3) Pour boiling water down the drain twice a week. When drain
1s sluggish. 1) Usc a plunger or mechanical snake 2) Pour a
handful of baking soda and 1/2 cup vinegar down the drain and
cover ightly. Let sit for 15 minutes followed by two gquarts of
boiling water.

If you use: Fumiture Police - Try instead: 3 Parts olive or
mineral oil with 1 part vinegar or lemon juice.

If you use: Glass Cleaners - Try instead: 2 Tablespoons of
vinegar to 1 quart of water. Use newspapers to dry glass.

If you use: Laundry Detergent - Try instead: Use products
made from natural soap. Use 1 cup baking soda, whute vinegar,
or borax for removing smells - they don’t add any odors of their
own.

If you use: Mothballs - Try instead: Cedar chipsenclosed in
colton sachets.

If you use: Oven Cleaners - Try instead: 1) Clean often 2)
Pour lots of salt on fresh spills, scrape off when cool 3) use
baking soda to remove grease. .

If you use: Rug, Upholstery Cleaners - Try instead: Sprinkie
cornstarch and vacuum or use soap-based non-aerosol rug
shampoo. To brighten color, apply 1 qt. white vinegar to 3 qts.
boiling water with a wet rag.

If you use: Spot Removers - Try instead: 1) Clean stains
immedialely with club soda 2) Rub with cornstarch paste, brush
off when dried 3) Grass or mulk spots are softened by glycerine
or glycqriyle soap 4) For wine & coffee stains, putitem in glass,
cnamel or stainless pot. Bring to boil & Simmer 2-4 minutes in
mixture of milk and water.

-taken fromrespurcesvol 7 no 2 by Dana Durbury Subrut-
ted and translated by AEEP.

KAIEN NOHOTEN
ENWATON ENSATSTEH,
TOKAH ENSEREH ATSTEH
NIENSATIH NEH

' IOTETENION:

Tokah kikon neh satstha: 1otclenion oteserasonha, tanon
oni neh kanckoni iotetenion - Neh kikon ensatenienton:
Wamnkwamh, kioiotsts, tanon teionckaiotsis, tanon ioats kara
onwaton ensatste. .

Tokah kikon neh satstha: Katsehtakon rwah neh 1oteh
tanon ieioniho skonkics - Neh kikon ensatenienton: Nek
cnsatste neh katsehtakon wwah nioteicnarosta, tosah ensatste
neh icionihoskonkics. '

Tokah kikon neh satstha: niontenonsakonhonstakwa ni-
atekon (ckasestanion iotctenion - Neh kikon ensatenienton:
Watenkwatah, tanon tcionckalotsis cnwaton cnseksakeron
ensatenonskonslte.

Tokah kikon ne satstha: icncharetak wa kanckoni karaken-
stakwa. Neh kikon ensatenienton: Watcnkwatah tanon borax
konwaziats, ensaiste.

Tokah kikon ne satsthy: Tokah iotkahoron ts1 iesneken-
takwa. -Neh kikon ensatenienton: Kanonwakenstak wa ensat-
ste tosgh neh kemich toh iensasenich, tekem neh tsalaksera
teionekonkies niensatih, enwaton oni sewatsana tsi nikon
watcnkwatah tanon teionekaiotsis ehmensatih enskakahotsi.

Tokoh kikon neh satstha: Kanonskon iensens teiesta-
ratetakwa. Neh kikon ensatenienton: Asen niotikiokwakeh
kenieh tanon enska neh teioiaiotst kanekoniaton enwaton ensat-
ste.

Tokah kikon ngh satstha: niontsisoroharetakwa. - Neh
kikon ensatenienton: tewatokwaserakeh teionekaiotsis tanon
skatsetha onekanos thensiesteh, tanon tekonrenies oiatonsera
ensatsteh enserakowch. "

Tokah kikon neh ha: Ononw: nha. - Neh kikon
ensatenienton: Neh arch newatenkwatha, teionekaiotsis, ten-
kininiena enwenseratako nahoten ensenoharch,

Tokah kikon neh satstha: Kokowa iakowckwatha tesot-
wenonianion. - Neh kikon ensatenienton:, Onentakwen-
tensera tewakarariton nch ensatsteh,

Tokah kikon neh satstah: Niontenatarontakwa ienchare-
tha. Nehkikon ensatenienton: lotkateh enserakoweh, kioio tsi
iesoh ‘erltisatih tanon neh onen enkawistoteh tomeh»
emeralgovv'eh, watenkwatha oni ensatsteh neh kenieh enkar-
akoweh, = '

Tokah kikon neh satstah: Obwenkarakeh ieniens tanon
kanonskon ieniens kahorokianion, - Neh kikon ensstenien-
ton: watatihoikwa ofesera tensarehiateh tanon tewekwa ensat-
steh tensesekwe, tanon skaseta teionekaiotsis tensiesteh asen
nikasetakeh teionekonkies onekanos.

Tokah kikon neh sagstah: Tokah kaknonwe eniaoranch
enwatontsisigronion, - Neh kikon gnsatenienton: Neh ensat-
steh kanekaraken watnekatakwas, tokah oni nelvensatsteh tikon
watatihonkWa otesera‘tonel onen enseserakowe.

-taken from Resources Vol. 7 No. 2 by Dana DRurbury:
submitted and translated by AEEP.
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