
Introduction To

When you read (his Iroquois Mohawk Creation
nry, I hope that you will bear in mind lhat all races

f the world have Creation siones This particular one
eiongs i<> (he Mohawk

The Creator gave it lo us 11 is nol a garage sale or se-
nd hand story, i( i.s Mohawk through and through
metimcs, it is funny and hard io believe It il is fun-

\ i hen laugh ['he one thing I ask you lo do i.s realize
nt the Creation Story ol all races of people through
it the world are equall) as tunny and hard to belie\ c
well When human beings laugh (he Creator is pleas-

HB CREATION OF HUMAN BEINGS
is said that after all life forms were created the very la.si life

firms lobe created were the human beings. Tcroniahwakon
tok from the rich soil-of the rivers edge some clay and lie

h-gan (omold (his clay into a form thai resembled himself and
is grandmother. He made one lernale and one male After
Dmplcung these dolls he built a fire and knew that-he must

f re or bake them, lhaithcy may have life, his understood lhat
ich life has a fire burning within all individuals That is ihc
trit or soul. When this individual fire goes out, (he body
,11 become cold and lifeless and in today's terms we call it
jtft. Now Tcroniahwakon takes the pair of human figures

id places them into ihc fire to be baked Because the twins
:vcr created humans before, they didn't know exactly what
do. So Tcromahwakon left the pair of human figure dolls
the fire t o e i n g . When he pulled them out they were burnt.

heir bodies were hlack and their hair was cmged from the
re So il is that the first human beings created were the black

people Now Tcroniahwakon picked up ihc black dolls and
h: blew into the mouths of the black dolls three consecutive

me.s and the eyes of the black do! Is began to move and blink..
.ion the dolls arms and legs started to move So it is the black
:ople who were the first of the human beings to be created.
he next human dolls'that were made were made by

Snwiskara. Sawiskara Uxik (he foam from the sea and mixed
with other things and soon there were a set of dolls both man
id woman. Sawiskara then placed the dolls he made into the

fire Lo be baked,Tiut he didn't want the dolls to be black like
iat happened to Tcroniahwakon. They were in the fire a
>rl tune and Sawiskara pulled them nut. The lime wis not

mg enough and they came out only half cooked. The skin
o" the dolls was while and (he hair came out yellow The eyes

ere greenish blue and they looked very fragile Sawiskara
p eked up like Tcroniahwakon, and blew into ihfc mouths ul

c dolls, but nothing happened He tried again and still
nlnng happened Sawiskara then asked hiiQtmiherlo help

One would think dial because of ihe treatment
Sawiskara gave to Tcroniahwakon, he would not help his

•trier. No, Tcroniahwakon was always forgiving and
:kcd up Sawiskara's human dolls, blew into their mouths
ee times, and (he doiMiecame alive. 'Hie while race thus
is bom or created. Not TcroniahVaknn again was not sal-
led and so lie picked up from Uie river bank some morcclay
d molded another human figure that resembled himsell.
:romahwakon then placed them mto Uic fire for baking

This time he will monitor itic firing somewhere in (he
ddle of the black and white races firing lime
hen Teroniahwakon pulled them out ol Ihe fire the yellow
Asian race of people were created Now Teroniahwakon
:w three times inio the mouths of the fired dolls and they loo
?antohavc life movements Al this point the twins noticed
tt ihc eyes of these humans were slanted. Now Ter-
jahwakon gathered from the river shore some red clay and
am began molding human figures, the male ones rcsem-
ing his grandmother
icn he completed die dolls lie dicn placed dieminto ihe fiie
be cured or fired. Then Teroniahwakon pulled the dolls
it.blcw three breaths of life into diemouihsofihe dolls. The
ills immediately began to blink (heir eyes ;>nd move their
idies. These dolls had straight, dark, shiny hair Their skin
as not burnt nor was il while. They were just nghl.' Their
'cs were a dark brown or black So it was the Onkwehonwc
ic North American Indians) who were created. Tcr-
nahwakon was very pleased. All ihc four races of people
;rc created by Ihc same parents. The Mother is the Earth,
id Ihe Father is die Creator. Our elders have saitl lhat in the
mily of humans, the white human will be the youngest
other. The younger brother will always be curious and will
it always hear when his brother speaks. At this point I
mid like to make the example of a young child who is
vays adventurous". You can almostbc certain ihc child will
thisor that when you arcnot looking. SoitisupioUiccldcr

others to always make sure the younger brother doesn't do
ivthing to hurt himself. The four main races of human
;gins then began to multiply. The twin brothers still had
sir frequent conflicts.

One day when Tcromahwakon was leisurely wondering and'
admiring Ihc now vast land he by chance ran into a being
whom he did not know. This being was also surprised to sec
Tcromahwakon. The two just stood there looking at one
another. Finally, Teroniahwakon asked the stranger who he
was and where he came from. The strangcF said that he had
been here forever and lhat he was the Creator of this Earth. In
order to settle this disagreement they decided to have a
contest to sec who had more power. This whole episode, of
course, is ihc first knowledge of Halbwi, which becomes the
grandfather to the human beings. Halowi is what is known
today as the wooden mask medicine society. I will not go
further with this sccuon as we will discuss il in detail wVen we
talk about Hatowi later on.

The time did pass on. The human begins did reproduce. The
landscape of the earth was given character and definite
identities. All and all, everything seemed satisfactory. It is
said that Sonkwaiatison (Our Creator), then looked very
admirable upon the planet earth and the twins' accomplish-
ments. Sonkwaiatison ihc,n asked the twins if there was any-
thing that the creator could do for them. Immediately
Sawiskara responded to the Creator by saying "Creator, my
brother, Tcroniahwakon is always pestering me. He i.s
always laking things from me Creator, I want you to put
something between me and Tcroniahwakon."
Now it was Tcroniahwakon's turn Lo respond to Sonkwaiali-
son. Tcroniahwakon didn't respond right away. Tcr-
omiihwakon began to walk and give very serious thought to
whai Sonkwaiatison said. Hours went by when finally
Tcroniahwakon faced Sonkwaiatison and said, " With the
power you gave lo my brother and I, I sec nothing lacking to
my needs. If I .should feel the pain of hunger, all I need to do
is pick the wild potatoes and die multitude of berries and my
pains of hunger will go away. If I should become ill the
medicines are growing everywhere. I need only to pick them
and my illness will go away. I{my throat were to become dry
with a great thirfll. I can go to any stream, brook, river, or lake
and drink the clear, pure, fresh, cool water and my thirst will
be quenched. My Creator, I have no need or request.
Everything J need is at my foot All I say to you my Creator
is Niawcn (Thank you) and Watkononwaraton (Acknowl-
edge by greetings and gratitude all in one thought) for all the
hfe'lhai I have."

Now Sawiskara became very angry and jealous of Tcr-
oniahwakon and Sawiskara ihcn started a Fight with Tcr-
oniahwakon.
Sawiskara used a flint spear and Teroniahwakon used the
antlers of the deer The fight was very vicious as Sawiskara
was very determined todcfcatTc'roniahwakon. Thcrcsultof
the light was in the favour of Tcroniahwakon
Sky woman, the grandmother who always sided with
Sawiskara, became very angry and scolded Teroniahwakon
For ihe first lime Tcroniahwakon lost his temper, grabbed his
grandmother by the hair and swung her around and around
until he let her go. I ler body was thrown into the dark sky
where she is lo ihis very day. Sky Woman, ihc grandmother
who always sided with Sawiskara, will be with Sawiskara
during the nights. On rare occasions she comes to visit
Teroniahwakon during ihe day. Now after the big Tight,
Tcroniahwakon didn't kill Sawiskara, but he cast him to the
sule of the world that is dark, or night Sawiskara was given,
forevcrmorc, the night lime to be his realm. That is why the
ciders say that at night time it is so easy to get into trouble.
This section must noi be confused with the European mind set
thai there is evil or good. Sawiskara is mischievous, but he
also reprcscim an essential part of hfc,.nighi is usually when
most children are conceived Night is when our grandmother,
the moon orchestrates the human females' monthly cycles.
My grandmoiheruscdtosay thati^makcs no difference if you
wen; of ihe black, reif, while, or yellow races. 11 made nodif-
lercnec if yon were ihc richest or poorest woman; even
Queen Elizabeth or Elizabeth Taylor were inescapable from
grandmother moon's orchestration. Grandma Moon each
month says to the human females, "You must now discard
your old unpurc blood (menstruation) and your body will
reproduce new blood which ikill be like making a new bed so
thai a brand new human being can be conceived and bom." It
may be 1989, but the Mohawk people still call the moon
grandmother as the Creator instructed her to be ihc "Grand-
mother" of all mothers. Her cycle is twenty-eight to thirty
dftj[S. If Grandmother Moon were lo quit shining youcan rest
assured that there will not ever be another baby bom to any
nation the world over.

At liiis point Tcroniahwakon is said ID have become the sun.
This is precisely the reason that Mohawk and other Iroquois
nations offer their sacred tobacco in prayer just as the dawn
is coming. Il is at this point in time that is the mosl powerful.
The Creator instructed it be so. Also, I would like lo mention
at this lime that before Onionkwaonwe (sacred tobacco) is
burnt as an offering, it is proceeded by three cries or yells.
When each human race was created, it look three breaths of
life for life to begin. For this reason, three loud yells will

reinstate out gratitude in a most humble way for that begin-
ning and continuing1 .rife.

The sun, Wntnsc'aJDed our eldest brother, or Teroniahwakon,
was instructed1 to shme his ligh t and give his energy. It is said
that our eldest brother the son begins his journey in the east
and travels to the west. As the brother sun travels no one can
avoid his light which is his eyes. He looks at each and every
Mohawk .and what they are doing. He then goes to the
Oneida's, to the Onondaga's, to the Seneca's, to the
Dakota's, to the Pomo's, and the Hoopa's. At the end of his
journey to the western most part of our land, the Creator waits
to hear the old brother Sun's report.
Now the Creator begins to separate the land as was requested
by Sawiskara. The Creator pulls apart a piece of land that
becomes known as Africa. There he places the human beings
that arc black. The Creator then instructs them by giving
them songs, languages and ceremonies for lhat land. The s
Creator tells them that as long as they will follow those sacred'
instructions that their life will be everlasting.
Now he pikls away another large piece of land lhat becomes
known today as Europe. There the Creator places the human
begins that are white. The Creator gives the while human
beings songs, languages, and ceremonies. He instructs them
to always follow those instructions and they will have ever-
lasting life.
The Creator now pulls another large land mass away that
becomes known as Asia. There the Creator places the Asian
or Oriental people. The Creator instructs the Oriental people
lo always follow the instructions and they will also have
everlasting life.
Now the Creator decides to leave the red race of Onk-
wehonwe people on the remaining land mass. He then gives
us, the Oionkwahowa, our songs, languages, and cerem on ies.
The Creator told us to always follow his instructions and we
loo will have everlasting life.
Now if each of the four major races of human beings do not
follow or do Iheir original teachings (ceremonies), ihe life
forms of the universe will slowly ctase to produce life and the
world and its people will die.
Now at this point I would like to make some explanations.
The instructions given to each of these four races of human
beings by the Creator are on and ihe same, these ceremonies
are based on nature. When the people cease to do ihc
ceremonies for the life of the trees, the spirit and power of (he
trees will say thai the people no longer need them and will
think the instructions given them by the Creator is finished
and complete. The same goes for the old Brother Sun, ihe
Mother Earth, the Grandmother Moon and etc.
In the English language, which comes from Latin and Greek,
the first day of the week is called Monday or Moon day, ihc
day called Sunday is set aside lo have ceremonies for the sun.
In Africa these original instructions are still to be found. If a
real Mohawk and a real African were to exchange knowledge
one would think they are on and the same. The same is true
if you can'find a real white man, and a real yellow man
(Oriental). The reason I found this Lo be true is because 1 have
had ihe wonderful privilege to visit African and Oriental
people who still follow their original teachings. There was no
reluctance or feeling of mistrust. In fact, it felt like I knew
them for many years. There was a great sense of brotherhood.
When the elders say you will have everlasung life it docs not
mean thai I will live one thousand years. It means thai my
spirit and blood will be earned to my sons and daughters and
etc.

The Creation story divides (he world into two parts that arc
connected: the world of day and world of night. Thebirihof
life and the death of life. The feeling of happiness; the feeling
of sadness. There is a harmony and it is this harmony (ha(
creates life and Ihc amount of peace in (hat life. The twin
brothers represent this world. Both brothers have lo be
acknowledged for what they are and symboli/.e: the positive
and the negative. Without one the other will not work. Each
twin brother has control of half the world. Our job in life is
to acknowledge each with respect and appeasement There
arc iwo sets of ceremonies; one thai takes place only in the
day and another set that takes place only in the night.

We must be always careful with our judgements and nol
disfavor one (win over (he other. Each twin's power controls
half the world. If we were to offend one, then half the worlds
power will be against us. Our power is so small, we would not
stand a chance. Harmony is the human position to our
universe.

Indian Time would like to thank Tom Porter
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for sharing this story with the people of
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beautiful illustrations Niawenkowa,
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j ^ FOR
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDS

If you Use: Abrasive Scouring Powders, All-Purpose Clean-
ers, Ammonia - Try instead: 1) Bakdng^oda, borax, or table
salt sprinkled on a wet sponge 2) Liquid soap or. borax in I qt.
of hoi water3) add vinegar or lemon juice to cut grease 4) Clean
often.

If you use: Aerosols - Try instead: Usenon-aerosolproducts
when possible: 1) Deodorants: rolt-ons, creams, sticks 2) Hair
Spray: seuing lotion, gels 3) Shaving Cream: brush and shaving
soaps.

If you use: Air Freshener - Try instead: 1) Set out a dish of
vinegar 2) Leave opened box of baking soda in rooms, closets,
or refrigerators 3) Open windows and air out home often 4) Use
fresh flowers, pine boughs, make sachets of fragrant herbs and
flowers.

If you use: Chlorine Bleach - Try instead: Use baking soda
or borax to whiten.

If you use: Drain Openers - Try instead: To prevent prob-
lems: l)Uscadrain strainer 2) Don't pour grease down thedrain
3) Pour boiling water down thedrain twice a week. When drain
is sluggish. 1) Use a plunger or mechanical snake 2) Pour a
handful of baking soda and 1/2 cup vinegar down the drain and
cover tightly. Let sit for 15 minutes followed by two quarts of
boiling water.

If you use; Furniture Police - Try instead: 3 Parts olive or
mineral oil with 1 part vinegar or lemon juice.

If you use: Glass Cleaners - Try instead: 2 Tablespoons of
vinegar to 1 quart of water. Use newspapers to dry glass.

If you use: Laundry Detergent - Try instead: Use products
made from natural soap. Use 1 cup baking soda, white vinegar,
or borax for removing smells- they don't add any odors of their
own.

If you use: Mothballs - Try instead: Cedar chips enclosed in
cotton sachets.

If you use: Oven Cleaners - Try instead: 1) Clean often 2)
Pour lots of salt on fresh spills, scrape off when cool 3) use
baking soda to remove grease.

If you use: Rug, Upholstery Cleaners - Try instead: Sprinkle
cornstarch and vacuum or use soap-based non-aerosol rug
shampoo. To brighten color, apply 1 qt. white vinegar to 3 qts.
boiling water with a wet rag.

If you use: Spot Removers - Try instead: 1) Clean stains
immediately widi club soda 2) Rub with cornstarch paste, brush
off when dried 3) Grass or milk spots are softened by glycerine
or glycerine soap 4) For wine & coffee stains, put item in glass,
enamel or stainless pot. Bring to boil & Simmer 2-4 minutes in
mixture of milk and water.

-taken from respurcesvol 7no 2byDanaDurbury Submit-
ted and translated by AEEP.

KAIEN NOHOTEN
ENWATON ENSATSTEH,

TOKAH ENSEREH ATSTEH
NIENSATIH NEH

IOTETENION:

Tokah kikon neh satstha: loicicnion oteserasonha, tanon
oni neh kanckoni ioietcnion - Neh kikon ensatenientoo:
Watenkwatah, kioiotsis, lanon tcionekaiotsis, lanon ioiats kara
onwaton ensatste.

Tokah kikon neh satstha: Katsehtakon iwah neh loteh
tanon ieioniho skonkics - Neh kikon ensatenienton: Nek
ensatste neh katsehtakon iwah nioteicnarosta, tosah ensatste
neh ieionihoskonkics.

Tokah kikon neh .satstha: nionienonsakonhonstakwa ni-
atekon tckaiestanion iotctenion - Neh kikon ensatenienton:
Watenkwalah, lanon tcionckaioLsis enwaton enseksakeron
ensalenonskonstc.

Tokah kikon ne satslha: icnoharetakwa kanckoni karaken-
stakwa. Neh kikon ensatenienton: Watenkwatah tanon borax
konwaiats, ensatstc.

Tokah kikon ne satstha: Tokah iotkahoron tsi lesneken-
takwa. Neh kikon ensatenienton: Kanonwakcnslakwa ensat-
ste tosah neh kemeh toh iensasenteh, tekeni neh tsaiaksera
tcionekonkies mensatih, enwaton oni sewatsana tsi rukon
watenkwatah lanon tcionekaiotsis ehniensatih enskakahotsi.

Tokoh kikon neh satstha: Kanonskon lemens teiesta-
ratetakwa. Neh kikon ensatenienton: Asen niotikiokwaken
kenieh lanon enska neh teioiaiotsi kanekonialon enwaton ensai-
stc.

Tokah kikon neh satstha: niontsisoroharetakwa. - Neh
kikon ensatenienton: tewatokwaserakeh teionekaiotsis tanon
skatsetha onekanos ihensiesteh, lanon tekonrenies oiatonsera
ensatsteh enserakowch.

Tokah kikon neh satstha: Ononwarethasonha. - Neh kikon
ensatenienton: Neh arch newatenkwatha, teionekaiotsis, ten-
kininiena enwenseratako nahoten ensenohareh.

Tokah kikon neh satstha: Kokowa iakotekwatha teiot-
wenonianion. - Neh kikon ensatenienton: Onentakwen-
tensera tewakarariton neh ensatsteh.

Tokah kikon neh satstah: Niontenatarontakwa lenohare-
tha. Nebklkon ensatenienton: Iotkatehenserakoweh.kioio tsi
iesoh ' eritisatih tanon neh on en enkawistoteh toneh »
enserakoweh, watenkwatha oni ensalsteh neh kenieh enkar-
akoweh,

Tokah kikon neh safstah: Oswenkarakeh ieniens tanon
kanonskon ieniens kahoroktanion, - Neh kikon ensatenien-
ton: wauiiihonkwaoteserdten.saxehiatch tanon tewekwa ensal-
steh lenscsckwe, tanon skaseta teionekaiotsis tensiesteh asen
nikasetakeh teionekonkjes onekanos.

Tokah kikon neh sajstah: Tolcah kaknonwe eniaoraneh
enwaioms'istaronion. - Neh kikon ensatenienton: Neh ensat-
steh kanekaraken watnekatakwas, tokah oni nerrensatsteh tikon
watatihonkWa MeseraToneH onen enseserakowc.

-taken from Resources Vol. 7 No. 2 by Dana Cfurbury:
submitted and translated by AEEP.


